STATE  LIBRARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
docs, pa  PYH673.2W673 

Wilderness  chronicles  of  North 
C.2 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  201 7 with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/wildernesschroniOOfron 


-- j-yi^  jyM 


> *,’mS 

■ "‘V  -fd* 

•-f  J4'.  .J 


"''’tlHH 


I'LAii:  I 


•i 


Wilderness  Chronicles 

of 

Northwestern  Pennsylvania 


Prepared  by 

PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  SURVEY 
(frontier  forts  and  trails  survey) 
Division  of  Community  Service  Progr-vms 
Work  Projects  Administration 


Edited  by 

Sylvester  K.  Ste\’Ens 

and 

Donald  H.  Kent 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 

PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Harrisburg,  1941 


PY  H673.2  W673  c.l 


Wilderness  Chronicles  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania 


FEDERAL  WORKS  AGENCY 
WORK  PROJECTS  ADMINISTRATION 

Howard  O.  Hunter,  Acting  Commissioner 
R.  C.  Branion,  Regional  Director 
Philip  Mathews,  State  Administrator 


Division  of  Community  Service  Programs 
Florence  Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner 
Agnes  S.  Cronin,  Chief  Regional  Supervisor 


Research  and  Records  Program 
Harvey  E.  Becknell,  Director 
Edward  J.  Bennett,  Regional  Supervisor 
Robert  McCullough,  Acting  State  Director 


Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey 
Sargent  B.  Child,  National  Director 
Eugene  Maur  Braderman,  State  Supervisor 


11 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


Ross  Pier  Wright,  Chairman 

Frances  Dorrance 

Edward  R.  Barnsley 

Gregg  L.  Neel 

Roy  F.  Nichols 

Francis  B.  Haas,  ex  officio, 
Siiperintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens,  State  Historian 

Donald  A.  Cadzow,  State  Anthropologist 


TRUSTEES— EX  OFFICIO 

Arthur  H.  James 

Governor  of  the  C ommonwealth 

F.  Clair  Ross,  Auditor  General 

G.  Harold  Wagner,  State  Treasurer 


L305866 


FOREWORD 


A little  over  two  years  ago  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission 
embarked  in  cooperation  with  the  Work  Projects  Administration  upon 
an  interesting  experiment.  The  deficiencies  of  Pennsylvania  historical 
literature  and  research  regarding  many  sections  of  the  Commonwalth 
long  had  been  recognized.  In  no  section,  perhaps,  had  this  been  more 
marked  than  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  On  the  soil  of  this  section 
of  our  state  took  place  some  of  the  most  significant  events  in  the  early 
history  of  America.  Here  it  was  that  the  legions  of  France  buried  their 
leaden  plates,  erected  their  forts  and  staked  out  a claim  to  the  continent 
of  North  America,  Here  it  was  that  the  red-coated  agents  of  England 
resisted  the  French  bid  for  empire.  Across  this  trackless  wilderness 
there  trekked  as  the  agent  of  Virginia  to  warn  the  French  from  the  Ohio 
valley  none  other  than  young  George  Washington.  This  journey  to  Fort 
Le  Boeuf,  now  quiet  Waterford,  was  his  first  great  public  service  and 
the  launching  of  a career  which  culminated  with  his  services  in  the 
founding  of  our  republic. 

All  these  things,  and  many  more  of  equal  importance,  took  place  in 
northwestern  Pennsylvania.  This  man  and  many  others  of  national  and 
international  renown  were  actors  in  the  drama  of  early  northwestern 
Pennsylvania  history.  Yet  very  few  people  knew  of  this  story  and  no 
person  had  ever  written  all  of  it.  An  Erie  college  graduate  recently  re- 
plied in  response  to  a question  as  to  her  knowledge  of  French  influence 
in  Erie  that  she  believed  that  Lafayette  once  visited  there.  Local  his- 
torians had  struggled  valiantly  to  provide  authentic  historical  narra- 
tives. Their  contribution  is  not  to  be  minimized.  Theirs  was  a pioneer 
search  for  truth  regarding  the  historic  backgrounds  of  northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  They  failed  to  do  more  principally  because  they  lacked 
the  resources.  The  stupendous  task  of  searching  through  and  collecting 
all  the  sources  from  which  such  a history  could  be  written  was  beyond 
the  energies  of  any  one  person.  The  richest  stores  of  original  material 
were  until  recently  locked  in  the  archives  of  foreign  governments.  The 
Library  of  Congress  now  makes  them  available  to  the  humblest  student 
through  photostat  and  film.  The  problem  of  individual  energies  still 
remained. 

With  all  this  in  mind  the  Commission  embarked  upon  the  sponsorship 
of  a WPA  project  to  carry  on  a program  of  archeological  and  historical 
research  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The  project  tvas  aptly  entitled 
The  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey.  It  began  at  once  to  gather  ma- 
terial upon  which  to  base  new  historical  studies  of  this  area.  Archaeo- 
logical research  was  undertaken,  and  it  provided  many  backgrounds  for 
the  historian.  The  trials  and  tribulations  of  the  project  in  its  early  days 
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were  many.  The  field  of  activity  was  a new  one,  and  everything  had  to 
he  learned  from  experience.  Mr.  William  F.  Mann,  the  former  project 
head,  deserves  much  credit  for  his  vision  and  energy  in  bringing  the 
project  safely  through  the  initial  stages.  As  the  work  progressed,  in- 
creasing stores  of  new  source  material  were  unearthed  and  made  avail- 
able. Hundreds  of  volumes,  articles  and  pamphlet  and  printed  collec- 
tions of  source  material,  were  gone  over  with  meticulous  care  and  per- 
tinent information  copied  upon  record  cards,  checked  and  rechecked  to 
insure  accuracy.  Photostats  were  obtained  from  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress by  the  Commission,  and  carefidly  transcribed  along  with  source 
material  from  other  depositories.  Hundreds  of  documents  were  trans- 
lated from  French  into  English,  and  one  entire  volume  shortly  to  be 
published  in  English  translation  went  through  the  same  process. 

These  months  of  activity  are  now  to  bear  fruit  in  the  form  of  publica- 
tions. The  Commission  is  especially  pleased  to  present  as  the  first  of 
these,  WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES  OF  NORTHWESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA.  In  a sense,  it  is  a preview  of  the  work  of  the 
project,  in  that  it  contains  a selection  of  some  of  the  most  significant 
sources  utilized  by  the  Survey..  It  is  a sampling  of  the  rich  store  of  nezv 
material  upon  which  a new  history  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  is  to 
be  based.  The  Commission  is  pleased  also  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
CHRONICLES  contemporaries  are  able  to  tell  the  story  of  early  north- 
western Pennsylvania  in  their  ozvn  words.  It  seems  fitting  that  the 
introductory  volume  in  a series  representing  a new  approach  to  the 
history  of  a region  should  be  of  this  type. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  acknowledge  the  many  courtesies  received 
by  the  Survey  in  the  work  which  led  to  this  volume,  or  to  mention  all 
the  individuals  who  contributed  by  their  labors  to  its  compilation.  The 
Library  of  Congress  Manuscripts  Division,  the  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary, the  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  were  all  most  generous  in  allow- 
ing use  of  their  facilities.  The  Public  Archives  of  Canada  were  also 
helpful  in  providing  photostats  and  transcripts.  The  cooperation  of 
several  local  institutions  has  also  been  essential  to  the  work.  The  Erie 
County  Historical  Society  has  provided  quarters  for  the  offices  of  the 
Survey.  The  Erie  Public  Library  has  not  only  provided  room  for  the 
transcribing  of  sources,  but  has  also — through  its  librarian.  Miss 
Charlotte  Evans — arranged  for  the  loan  of  photostats  from  the  Library 
of  Congress 

The  entire  staff  of  the  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey  played  some 
part  in  assembling  the  material  for  the  CHRONICLES.  Leo  A. 
Madlehner,  the  head  of  the  project,  is  entitled  to  credit  for  his  efficient 
administration  of  the  Survey.  The  WPA  district  and  state  officials 
concerned,  including  Mr.  Guy  C.  Cleaver,  Mrs.  Milla  M.  Smart,  Miss 
Catherine  V.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Robert  McCidlough,  have  been  co- 
operative, and  have  aided  the  Survey  in  a hundred  different  ways  since 
its  inception. 
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Respomibility  for  this  finished  product,  WILDERNESS  CHRONI- 
CLES, is  shared  by  the  Commission’s  historian,  Sylvester  K.  Stevens, 
and  the  project  historian,  Donald  H.  Kent.  General  technical  super- 
vision of  all  work  is  under  Mr.  Stevens,  and  his  has  been  the  fnal  zvord 
on  all  matters  connected  zvith  research  and  publication.  Pennsylvania 
history  ovues  him  a great  debt  for  his  untiring  efforts  to  increase  its 
resources  of  source  material.  Mr.  Kent,  zvho  proznded  immediate 
technical  supervision  of  the  Survey,  prepared  the  manuscript,  arranging 
and  editing  the  selections,  and  ziriting  the  introductions.  His  scholar- 
ship and  meticulous  care  for  detail,  and  his  thorough  knozvledge  of  the 
period  covered,  zvere  essential  in  the  planning  and  fulfilment  of  the 
zvork.  The  general  supervision  of  the  entire  process  by  Mr.  Stevens 
cannot  be  over-emphasized.  Without  his  suggestions,  criticisms,  and 
counsel,  WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES  zvould  not  be  available  in  its 
present  polished  form. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  mention  all  of  the  project  zvorkers  zvho 
have  assisted  in  the  production  of  this  book.  Most  of  the  manuscript 
zvas  typed  by  Miss  Florence  McIntyre,  zvith  assistance  from  the  project’s 
general  typing  department  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Marie  Hozvell. 
Mrs.  Autumn  Leonard  supervised  the  checking  of  the  fnal  manuscript, 
zvith  the  help  of  Mrs.  Rena  Baker.  Translations  zvere  made  by  John 
Cunningham,  Blanche  Warren,  and  Emma  Edith  Woods.  The  illustra- 
tions zvere  prepared  by  William  I.  Bulger,  the  project  photographer. 
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As  this  volume  goes  to  press,  a fnal  zvord  of  explanation  is  necessary. 
In  January  1941,  the  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey  merged  zvith  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  in  Pennsylvania,  to  form  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Survey.  This  statewide  project  is  under  the  capable  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  Eugene  M.  Braderman,  State  Supervisor.  The  earlier  zvork 
continues  zvithin  this  new  organization. 

ROSS  PIER  WRIGHT,  Chairman 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  northwestern  Pennsylvania  wilderness  was  once  the  scene  of 
many  events  which  had  great  significance  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  nation.  WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES  is  a selection  of 
sources  describing  these  events  as  seen  by  contemporaries  or  by  actual 
participants.  It  gives  evidence  on  many  a page  of  the  region’s  connec- 
tion with  the  making  of  America. 

Northwestern  Pennsylvania  was  the  gateway  into  the  Allegheny 
valley  from  the  Great  Lakes.  How  early  the  French  became  aware  of 
the  avenues  of  communication  offered  by  its  streams  and  portage  trails, 
is  still  an  open  question.  In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  how- 
ever, they  seized  control  of  the  region  and  erected  forts  along  the 
Venango  Trail,  its  chief  route.  Thus  they  began  to  carry  out  their 
plan  of  a chain  of  fortifications  shutting  off  the  westward  expansion  of 
the  English  colonies,  and  providing  a link  between  Canada  and 
Louisiana. 

The  threat  to  English  claims  was  so  apparent  that  Fort  Presque  Isle  at 
Erie  and  Fort  Le  Boeuf  at  Waterford  were  scarcely  finished  before 
Governor  Dinwiddie  of  Virginia  had  sent  the  young  George  Washing- 
ton on  a futile  errand  of  protest  to  the  commander  at  Le  Boeuf.  From 
this  initial  step  followed  others.  The  French  pushed  further  down  the 
valley,  building  Fort  Machault  (Franklin)  at  the  junction  of  French 
Creek  with  the  Allegheny  River,  where  the  Chautauqua-Conewango 
route  met  the  Venango  Trail.  Finally,  Fort  Duquesne  was  built  at  the 
forks  of  the  Ohio.  All  this  led  ultimately  to  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  and  the  destruction  of  the  American  empire  of  France. 

Northwestern  Pennsylvania  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  course  of 
this  war  as  with  its  beginning.  Over  its  trails  came  the  troops  which 
defeated  Braddock.  From  its  three  posts  many  raiding  parties  went 
out  to  wreak  havoc  on  the  English  frontier.  And,  as  the  star  of  France 
declined,  and  the  advance  position  at  Fort  Duquesne  was  lost  to  Forbes’s 
victorious  army,  it  was  in  this  section  that  the  French  forces  in  the 
west  were  concentrated  for  a last  desperate  thrust.  This  force  was 
directed  against  the  English  besieging  Fort  Niagara.  When  that  effort 
failed,  the  three  French  forts  were  burned  and  abandoned,  in  August 
of  1759. 

A year  elapsed  before  the  English  occupied  the  abandoned  region. 
For  them,  too,  it  was  chiefly  as  an  avenue  of  communication  that  north- 
western Pennsylvania  was  important.  Over  its  trail,  troops  and  sup- 
plies could  be  shifted  between  Fort  Pitt  and  Fort  Niagara,  and  the 
system  of  frontier  defense  unified.  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet  was  ac- 
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cordingly  sent,  in  July,  1760,  to  Presque  Isle  to  refortify  that  point, 
and  to  direct  the  rebuilding  of  the  other  two  posts.  But  at  the  time 
when  the  three  forts  were  overwhelmed  by  the  Indian  uprising  of  1763, 
England  was  pursuing  a policy  of  retrenchment  and  economy.  No  per- 
manent garrisons  were  stationed  here  after  the  uprising  was  suppressed, 
and  the  wilderness  was  left  to  the  Indians  for  nearly  two  decades. 

The  American  occupation,  which  took  place  in  the  early  years  of  the 
republic,  brought  the  wilderness  to  an  end.  This  later  period  was  fully 
as  significant,  though  it  does  not  come  within  the  bounds  of  this  volume. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  justify  the  publication  of  this  book.  It  is 
only  a small  sample,  a cross-section,  of  the  source  material  collected  by 
the  WPA  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey,  with  aid  and  advice  from 
its  sponsor,  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission.  Its  primary  pur- 
pose is  to  give  a picture  of  life  in  early  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  It 
will  also  show  the  interested  public  what  this  project  has  been  doing, 
and  what  may  be  expected  from  it  in  the  future. 

This  book  is  not  a history.  The  selections  represent  only  a portion 
of  the  raw  material  from  which  the  history  of  the  region  is  now  being 
rewritten.  But  an  effort  has  been  made  to  include  passages  that  are 
interesting  and  important  in  themselves,  and  to  provide  full  explana- 
tions of  their  background  and  significance.  It  is  possible  that  some 
sources  not  included  may  change  or  modify  the  conclusions  that  the 
reader  will  make  from  certain  of  the  sources  chosen.  They  are  pre- 
sented as  a brief,  representative  collection  of  contemporary  accounts  of 
early  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  a foretaste  of  the  complete  story  that 
is  being  written. 

To  make  the  book  as  readable  and  comprehensible  as  possible,  some 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  text  of  the  sources.  All  raised  letters 
have  been  brought  down  to  the  line.  In  many  cases,  missing  letters 
have  been  supplied  in  brackets,  and  occasionally  an  entire  word  has 
been  repeated  in  brackets,  when  the  misspelling  seemed  a real  hindrance 
to  understanding.  The  “and”  sign  (&)  has  in  all  cases  been  spelled 
out.  Some  special  changes,  made  in  a few  documents  only,  are  ex- 
plained by  footnotes. 

The  headings  have  been  made  as  brief  as  seemed  consistent  with 
clarity.  The  titles  of  letters  include  the  names  of  senders  and  recipients 
in  a short  form.  The  titles  of  all  other  documents  are  taken  from 
the  titles  or  endorsements  of  the  originals. 

The  marginal  notes  occasionally  found  in  the  letters  have  either  been 
omitted  or  transferred  to  footnotes.  Endorsements  have  been  omitted, 
except  in  some  letters  of  the  French  officials,  where  the  summary  and 
notes  at  the  beginning  are  included. 

The  footnotes  are  intended  merely  as  helps  in  understanding  the  docu- 
ments, No  attempt  has  been  made  to  identify  every  reference  to  names, 
letters,  or  events. 
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L THE  DISCOVERY  OF  NORTHWESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


WHEN  did  the  first  white  man,  French  or  English,  set  foot  in 
northwestern  Pennsylvania?  When  did  the  earliest  descriptions 
of  its  streams  and  trails  reach  the  civilized  world  ? The  exact  dates  will 
probably  never  be  known.  Definite  mention  was  made  only  when  official 
agents  or  expeditions  were  sent  through  the  region.  But  before  they 
were  sent  out,  something  must  have  been  known  about  the  portages ; 
they  indirectly  vouch  for  the  fact  of  earlier  contacts.  The  first  dates 
that  can  be  given  are  not  the  real  first  dates. 

As  early  as  1640,  the  French  knew  something  about  the  region’s 
inhabitants.  French  missionaries  told  in  the  Jesuit  Relations  about  the 
Erie  Indians,  an  Iroquoian  tribe  who  lived  south  of  Lake  Erie  between 
the  Niagara  River  and  Sandusky  Bay.  In  the  middle  years  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  war  broke  out  between  them  and  the  Five  Nation 
Iroquois.  The  French  benefited  by  the  diversion  of  the  warlike  energies 
of  the  Iroquois,  who  actually  made  friendly  overtures  to  the  French, 
inviting  them  to  send  Jesuit  missionaries  to  their  villages.  By  1654, 
the  Five  Nations  had  defeated  and  annihilated  the  Fries,  leaving  the 
upper  Allegheny  valley  uninhabited.  There  were  no  villages  to  which 
traders  might  come  to  buy  furs,  and  the  shadow  of  the  Iroquois  lay 
over  the  land,  which  they  apparently  used  only  as  a hunting  ground. 

Later  in  the  century,  the  explorations  of  Joliet,  La  Salle,  and  others 
may  have  provided  some  knowledge  since  lost.  There  are  tantalizing 
hints  regarding  a discovery  of  the  Ohio  by  La  Salle,  upon  which  the 
French  based  their  claim  to  the  valley,  but  no  definite  proof  has  been 
given.  It  is  certain  that,  after  1669,  there  were  numerous  French  ex- 
peditions traversing  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  or  voyaging 
through  its  waters.  Almost  certainly  they  glimpsed  the  Erie  county 
shore. 

By  1724,  the  French  were  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  region. 
Traders  and  Indian  agents  were  extending  French  influence,  even  di- 
recting the  settlement  of  friendly  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  French  Creek. 
The  arrangements  for  the  settlement  of  the  Shawnees  there,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  Senecas  from  Niagara  at  the  portage  of  the  Riviere 
au  Boeuf,  brought  Indian  chiefs  to  Montreal  in  1732  for  counsel  and 
advice  from  the  governor  general,  who  sent  Joncaire  to  oversee  their 
removal. 

English  traders  also  made  their  influence  felt,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
letters.  The  Shawnees  and  the  other  tribes  of  the  valley  could  not  resist 
the  lure  of  English  whiskey,  nor  of  the  cheaper  English  goods.  The 
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first  attempt  to  control  the  valley,  by  settling  friendly  Indians  there, 
was  a failure. 

The  first  military  expedition  passing  through  the  region  was  that  led 
by  Baron  de  Longueuil  in  1739,  on  a campaign  against  the  Chickasaw 
Indians  in  northern  Mississippi.  The  use,  at  this  early  date,  of  the 
Chautauqua  portage  and  of  the  Conewango  and  Allegheny  rivers,  as 
the  shortest  and  most  convenient  route,  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  map 
of  the  Ohio  made  by  Chaussegros  de  Lery,  the  eighteen-year-old 
engineer  of  the  expedition,  was  the  first  to  show  Lake  Le  Boeuf  and 
the  Riviere  au  Boeuf  (French  Creek)  clearly  and  unmistakably.  It 
located  Lake  Chautauqua  (Hiatackoun),  Conewango  Creek  (Kana- 
vangon),  the  village  at  the  mouth  of  Brokenstraw  Creek  (Gachinanti- 
agon),  and  two  villages  on  French  Creek. 

The  English  traders  gradually  became  a serious  menace  to  French 
interests.  By  1750,  there  were  English  trading  posts  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  “upon  the  Ohio  from  Bockaloons  ...  to  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  River.”  The  activity  of  such  enterprising  traders  as  George 
Croghan  and  John  Fraser  threatened  the  French  monopoly  of  the  west- 
ern fur  trade  and  undermined  their  claims  to  the  west. 

After  the  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  (1748)  ending  King  George’s 
War,  the  French  determined  to  make  a strong  effort  to  maintain  their 
claim  to  the  Ohio.  Their  first  move  was  Celoron’s  expedition  of  1749, 
which  followed  the  route  of  Longueuil’s  expedition  as  far  as  the  Great 
Miami  River,  where  it  turned  northward.  Celoron  buried  lead  plates, 
as  a sign  of  the  renewal  of  French  claims,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cone- 
wango, and  at  Indian  God  Rock  on  the  Allegheny  seven  miles  below 
Franklin.  The  first  council  making  an  announcement  of  the  French  in- 
tentions was  held  at  Buckaloons,  now  Irvine,  Pa.  All  of  Celoron’s 
speeches,  here  and  elsewhere,  during  his  voyage  warn  the  savages  not 
to  allow  the  English  to  come  and  build  trading  posts ; and  he  specifically 
mentioned  English  trading  houses  at  Buckaloons  and  at  the  mouth  of 
French  Creek.  He  warned  all  English  traders  to  leave  the  valley. 

But  a passing  expedition  could  not  achieve  the  desired  results,  as 
Governor  de  La  Jonquiere  realized  even  before  the  expedition  had 
started.  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  the  previous  governor,  made  plain 
the  importance  of  the  Ohio  Valley  in  a memoir  of  December,  1750, 
which  foreshadowed  the  military  occupation  of  northwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  French. 

The  Pennsylvania  traders,  and  the  governor  of  the  colony,  were  much 
concerned  at  the  French  advance,  but  the  attitude  of  the  Assembly  pre- 
vented the  adoption  of  effective  countermeasures.  The  colonial  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  had  done  little  to  help  their  traders,  but  nothing 
to  hinder  them.  The  paternalistic  government  of  New  France  pursued 
a restrictive,  monopolistic  policy  with  regard  to  the  Indian  trade.  The 
French  governors  had  even  hesitated  to  extend  their  system  of  posts  to 
the  Ohio,  lest  the  Indian  trade  get  out  of  control.  The  English  traders 
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lacked  armed  posts  to  protect  them,  but  they  were  nearer  and  freer 
to  act  than  the  French  traders. 

Now,  the  weight  of  armed  forces  was  to  be  thrown  into  the  balance. 
The  advantages  which  the  individual  enterprise  of  the  traders  had 
gained  for  Pennsylvania  by  winning  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  were 
lost  by  the  weak  measures  of  a divided  and  ineffectual  government ; 
while  the  French  governors  energetically  carried  forward  their  plans 
for  a chain  of  forts  connecting  Canada  with  Louisiana. 

MESSRS.  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  AND  D’AIGREMONT  TO 

THE  MINISTER* *^ 

[Arch.  Nat.,  C"'  A 50,  f.  47  (P.  A.  C.  trans.)] 

Quebec,  October  1,  1728 

Monseigneur, 

We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  late  Marquis  de  VaudreuiP 
had  taken  measures  in  1724  to  bring  the  tribe  of  the  ChaSanons®  nearer 
to  this  colony.  They  are  at  present  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Eng- 
lish. This  nation,  which  consists  of  more  than  700  savages,*  has  always 
been  very  much  attached  to  the  French,  and  they  were  the  first  to  ask 
to  draw  nearer  the  French,  saying  they  were  unhappy  alongside  the 
English. 

It  would  be  very  advantageous.  Monseigneur,  for  the  welfare  and 
security  of  this  colony  if  these  savages  could  come  to  settle  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Riviere  d’Oyo ; these  savages,  who  are  naturally 
friendly  to  the  French,  would  form  a barrier  between  the  Iroquois  and 
us,  and  their  numbers  would  make  them  respected.  It  would  be  a rein- 
forcement to  our  domiciliated  savages,®  whose  numbers  decrease  every 
day,  and  in  case  of  war  with  the  Iroquois,  these  savages  would  undoubt- 

* An  abstract  is  printed  in  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  IX,  1013-1014. 

‘Marquis  de  Beauharnois  was  governor  of  Canada  from  1726  to  1747.  D’Aigre- 
mont  was  the  intendant.  Comte  de  Maurepas  was  minister  of  the  marine,  from 
1723  to  1749. 

* Philippe  de  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  was  governor  from  1703  to  1725. 

‘ The  Chaouanons,  or  Shawnees,  originally  located  near  the  Savannah  River  in 
Georgia,  were  gradually  driven  out  by  the  advance  of  English  settlement,  and 
migrated  to  the  Ohio  valley. 

* The  French  “sauvage”  is  uniformly  translated  as  “savage”  in  these  pages.  It  is 
used  in  no  derogatory  sense,  but  simply  as  a name  for  a native  inhabitant  of 
America. 

' Domiciliated  savages  were  Indians  of  the  settlements  formed  by  French  mis- 
sionaries. 
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edly  be  of  very  great  assistance.  All  these  reasons  have  induced  us  to 
adopt  the  views  of  M.  de  Vaudreuil;  and  when  Baron  de  Longeuil,® 
who,  in  previous  years,  had  sent  out  a man  capable  of  managing  this 
business  properly,  in  order  to  find  out  the  opinions  of  these  savages, 
learned  that  they  were  still  determined  to  come  near  us,  though  unable 
to  do  so  for  fear  of  the  Iroquois,  he  proposed  to  send  the  same  person 
there  again  this  year,  in  order  to  induce  some  of  the  most  important 
chiefs  of  this  tribe  to  come  down  with  him  to  Montreal  with  word  from 
all  their  villages,  to  examine  with  us  the  district  which  could  be  assigned 
to  them  for  the  establishment  of  new  villages  near  the  French. 

The  ChanSanons  have  begun  to  make  a village  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo 
where  there  are  already  more  than  a hundred  and  fifty  men  with  their 
families.  They  have  traded  with  the  French  for  a long  time,  and  are 
an  industrious  tribe,  cultivating  much  land.  Two  families  have  already 
come  from  this  village  to  settle  near  Lake  Erie.  There  is  another  small 
lake  in  a strip  of  land  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Riviere  d’Oyo,  which 
Iras  two  branches,  one  of  which  flows  into  the  Riviere  d’Ouabache,^ 
and  the  other  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Erie.  The  latter  is  not  very 
navigable.  This  strip  of  land  is  where  the  ChaSanons  want  to  settle. 
This  settlement  will  be  at  most  only  25  leagues  from  Lake  Erie,  opposite 
a place  which  is  called  Long  Point. 

Cavellier®  is  the  name  of  the  man  whom  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  has 
permitted  to  return  to  the  ChaSanons.  He  is  understood  and  known 
by  these  savages,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  conduct 
this  negotiation  well.  We  shall  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  next 
autumn  about  what  success  it  may  have. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  deep  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauharnois 

D’Aigremont 

Quebec,  October  1,  1728. 

" Charles  Lemoyne,  first  Baron  de  Longueuil,  was  lieutenant  governor  at  Montreal. 
’ The  Wabash  River. 

* Cavellier,  a French  interpreter,  had  been  sent  to  the  Shawnees  in  1724,  and  had 
brought  four  chiefs  with  him  to  Montreal. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER* 

[Arch.  Nat,  A 57,  f.  332] 


Oct  15,  1732 

Monseigneur, 

You  do  me  the  honor  to  say,  in  your  letter  of  the  22nd  of  last  April, 
that  His  Majesty,  though  still  satisfied  with  the  care  I am  taking  to 
keep  the  inclinations  of  the  Abenakis®  in  the  French  interest,  charges 
me  not  to  weaken  in  that  regard.  His  Majesty  can  be  assured  that  I 
shall  not  lose  sight  of  this,  nor  of  the  constant  opposition  I shall  make 
against  the  English  designs.  Ever  since  I came  to  this  colony,  I have 
known  their  desire  to  insinuate  themselves  here.  The  methods  they  use 
every  day  are  evidence  of  it,  but  it  must  be  hoped  that  my  care  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  snares  laid  for  them  by  the  English,  will  increase  the 
apparent  determination  of  the  savages  to  attach  themselves  more  and 
more  to  the  French  and  to  reject  the  English  proposals. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me.  Monseigneur,  that  the  English  have  made 
any  move  to  make  an  establishment  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Riviere 
d’Ouabache.  Apparently  the  orders  I had  given  for  some  years,  and 
which  I repeated  again  this  year,  have  made  them  give  up  the  intention 
they  seemed  to  have  of  making  an  establishment  there. 

Sieur  de  Joncaire,’-®  whom  I had  sent  to  the  ChaSanons  last  year, 
reported  to  me  this  spring  that  these  savages  had  established  villages  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Belle  Riviere  d’Oyo,^^  six  leagues  below  the  Riviere 
d’Atigue.^^  There  had  been  talks  between  that  nation,  the  Hurons, 


* Another  translation  is  printed  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  IX,  1035. 

° A tribe  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick. 

'"Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire,  Sieur  de  Chabert  (b.  1670;  d.  at  Fort  Niagara,  June 
29,  1739),  had  been  captured  and  adopted  by  the  Senecas  in  1692  or  1693.  He 
won  their  confidence  and  became  the  chief  agent  for  the  French  among  the 
Iroquois.  In  1731,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  eldest  son,  Philippe  Thomas. 

"The  Beautiful  River  of  Oyo  (Ohio)  was  the  name  given  by  the  French  to  both 
the  Ohio  and  the  Allegheny  to  its  source.  This  is  the  complete  form ; usually,  it 
appears  as  Belle  Riviere,  Oyo,  or  Ohio.  It  is  left  untranslated  to  show  the  varia- 
tions. 

"^Beilin’s  Carte  de  la  Louisiane,  1744,  and  De  Lery’s  map  of  1740  show  two 
“Atigua”  villages  on  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf,  as  they  call  French  Creek.  From 
this — and  the  mention  of  Riviere  au  Boeuf  in  the  next  document,  it  seems  prob- 
able that  French  Creek  was  referred  to. 
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Miamis  and  Ouiatanons^®  to  induce  the  first  mentioned  to  light  their 
fire  in  that  place.  The  Hurons  among  others  maintained  that  they 
wanted  to  live  like  good  brothers  with  them ; if  they  settled  on  this  side, 
they  would  hurt  their  hunting  ground,  and  it  would  spit  them  better 
if  they  were  in  a place  where  they  could  injure  no  one.  The  Ouiatanons, 
who  are  their  nearest  neighbors,  showed  the  pleasure  this  gave  them, 
and  matters  were  thus  decided  jointly  among  these  tribes.  These  sav- 
ages still  seem  resolved  not  to  allow  the  English  to  come  and  trade  in 
those  parts.  I have  sent  back  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  to  keep  them  in  that 
frame  of  mind.  They  number  two  hundred  persons,  not  counting 
women  and  children,  and  are  not  more  than  four  or  five  leagues  away 
from  each  other.  Most  of  them  are  six  leagues  below  the  Riviere 
d’Atigue. 

^ ^ :{c  jf:  ^ 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  15,  1732. 


SPEECHES  AT  AN  INDIAN  COUNCIL,  1732 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 57,  f.  352] 

Speech  of  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  the  Iroquois  chiefs: 

The  business  for  which  I am  assembling  you  today,  my  children,  is 
of  such  great  consequence  that  I have  been  obliged  to  send  for  your 
son  Joncaire,^^  to  talk  to  you  about  it.  He  had  started  with  his  son  to 
go  to  your  country. 

My  children,  I did  not  expect  to  learn  from  you  news  as  extraordinary 
as  that  brought  from  the  upper  country.  The  Sonontouans,^®  tired  of 

“ The  Ouiatanons  or  Weas  were  a subtribe  of  the  Miami  Indians.  The  Miamis 
lived  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  The  Hurons  originally  lived  in  upper 
Canada.  After  a ruinous  war  with  the  Iroquois,  a body  of  them  settled  about 
Detroit  and  Sandusky,  where  they  were  usually  called  Wyandots. 

“ Note  in  original : “M.  de  Joncaire  was  only  5 leagues  from  Montreal  and  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  be  at  the  council.” 

“ Senecas. 
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living  in  peace  with  me  and  my  children,  have  given  two  belts  and  a 
string  of  wampum  to  the  Outaouacs^®  of  Detroit,  for  an  attack  upon 
their  brothers  the  Hurons.  The  chief  commanding  at  Detroit  has  seen 
them.  The  first  is  as  long  as  an  arm  and  says  that  the  Sonontouans, 
weary  of  not  disturbing  the  earth,  wish  their  brothers  the  Hurons  to 
feel  the  first  blows. 

The  second  invites  the  Outaouacs  to  become  their  allies,  to  attain 
greater  success.  The  belt  is  three  feet  long  and  ten  inches  wide  with 
a single  white  line. 

The  string  is  arm’s  length.  It  says  that  he  has  come  to  be  in  a state 
of  preparedness,  that  he  is  going  to  eat  up  the  Huron,  and  that  he  asks 
them  to  become  his  allies.  They  have  also  confessed  to  the  OutaSacs 
that  when  they  sent  me  the  hatchets  of  the  Renards,^^  it  was  to  conceal 
their  designs  better,  and  to  deceive  me  more  easily. 

My  children,  is  this  what  I must  expect  from  you  when  you  are  com- 
ing here  to  assure  me  of  your  fidelity,  and  when  I am  receiving  you 
with  pleasure  on  my  mat?  Your  speeches  are  then  only  from  your 
mouths,  and  I see  that  your  heart  does  not  share  in  them. 

You  will  doubtless  tell  me  that  you  had  no  knowledge  of  this,  that 
the  Outaouacs  are  lying,  or  that  the  Sonontouans  are  the  only  ones  at 
fault.  But  the  belts  are  in  existence.  Do  you  no  longer  remember  the 
pledge  of  peace  which  you  gave  me?  Do  you  wish  to  force  me  to 
abandon  it?  I know  that  the  Hurons  accused  you,  at  Montreal  ten 
years  ago,  of  having  given  them  belts  for  an  attack  upon  me ; today 
it  is  to  the  Outaouacs  against  the  Hurons.  You  must  admit  that  this 
conduct  merits  punishment.  Five  years  ago,  all  the  tribes  as  far  as 
Lake  Superior  received  orders  from  you  to  attack  simultaneously  in 
all  the  posts  against  the  French,  and  if  these  attacks  should  fail,  there 
would  be  others  the  following  year. 

Truly,  my  children,  you  have  lost  faith.  I do  not  know  what  cloud 
is  hiding  the  light  from  you,  nor  what  snake  is  hissing  in  your  ears. 
But  take  care.  Do  not  try  my  patience  too  far.  If  you  yourself  turn 
the  world  upside  down,  I am  afraid  that  you  will  find  yourself  under- 
neath. I give  you  this  advice  again  out  of  good  will.  Let  the  example 
of  others  make  you  wise,  and  if  you  are  wise,  I promise  you  will  always 
be  my  children.  I warn  you  that  in  attacking  the  Huron  you  are  at- 

“ Ottawas. 

” The  Renards,  Foxes,  or  Outagamis,  were  a tribe  in  Wisconsin. 
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tacking  me  and  my  ten  thousand  children,  who  ask  nothing  better  than 
to  destroy  turbulent  spirits. 

As  for  you,  Ononouarogon  and  Sonatgioua,  and  the  other  chiefs  who 
listen  to  me,  I charge  you  by  this  belt  that,  when  you  arrive  in  your 
village,  you  shall  find  out  where  this  treason  has  come  from,  so  that  I 
shall  not  hold  it  against  you,  if  you  have  not  been  guilty.  Make  my 
words  known  to  the  whole  tribe  to  confound  the  traders  and  justify 
yourselves ; and  you  will  inform  me  of  the  results. 

Speech  of  the  Illinois 

My  father,  I have  come  to  see  you  with  my  brothers  the  Quicapoux 
and  Maskoutins^®  and  to  greet  you  with  this  calumet.  I see  that  the 
weather  is  brightening  since  I saw  you  last.  It  is  our  custom  to  present 
a calumet  as  a token  of  peace. 

I open  my  heart  to  my  father,  and  I shall  be  happy  when  I have  gone 
and  when  I have  heard  his  speech.  You  know  that  we  had  the  first 
losses  fighting  against  the  Renards,  who  have  killed  us,  and  reduced  us 
to  a sorry  state.  That  is  why,  my  father,  we  ask  that  you  show  the 
same  regard  for  us  as  you  have  for  your  other  children,  and  that  you 
take  care  of  us  who  wish  to  hear  no  other  speech  than  yours. 

Reply  to  the  Illinois  Speech: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  Ouabichagana,  to  see  you  with  the  Quica- 
poux and  Maskoutins,  and  to  see  that  you  are  living  as  good  brothers. 
The  weather  is  always  serene  when  I see  my  children  with  the  good 
intentions  you  seem  to  have. 

I am  persuaded  that  you  are  opening  your  heart  to  me,  and  that  you 
are  replying  for  the  young  men  of  your  tribe.  You  assure  me  that  you 
will  be  satisfied  as  soon  as  you  hear  my  speech.  Here  it  is.  You  and 
your  whole  village  can  count  upon  my  tenderness  and  protection,  as 
long  as  you  behave  as  you  have  done  till  now.  In  the  future  I shall 
have  the  same  care  for  you  as  I have  for  your  brothers,  with  whom  I 
urge  you  to  be  as  closely  allied  as  if  you  had  but  one  soul,  as  you  have 
only  one  father  who  will  take  care  of  you. 

The  Illinois  were  a tribe  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

The  Mascoutins  and  Kickapoos  were  north  of  the  Illinois,  and  south  of  the  Ren- 
ards, in  Wisconsin. 
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Speech  of  the  Chaooudnons  to  Onontio,  their  Father: 

My  father,  we  are  very  glad  to  see  you  in  good  health.  We  pray  the 
Master  of  Life  to  preserve  it  for  you.  We  have  learned  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Renards,  which  has  given  us  much  pleasure.  You  told  us,  my 
father,  when  we  wanted  to  come  to  see  you  two  years  ago,  that  we  would 
find  a place  on  your  mat,  and  that  you  would  receive  us  graciously. 
Now  we  have  come  to  you  for  the  second  time.  Delegated  from  our 
old  men,  young  men,  women,  and  children,  we  beg  you  to  believe  that 
we  all  wish  to  hear  your  voice  and  to  do  your  will,  and  to  be  better  pre- 
pared to  obey  you. 

We  have  moved  our  fire,  which  was  very  far  from  you,  and  have 
brought  it  nearer  to  yours,  that  we  might  have  the  help  which  you 
promised.  At  present  we  are  on  the  Riviere  d’Atigue  near  Oyo,  where 
we  are  going  to  make  a village,  if  you  wish  it,  at  the  place  which  we 
pointed  out  to  your  Frenchmen,  who  came  to  bring  us  the  help  which 
you  sent  us  through  them. 

We  all  have  no  other  will  than  yours,  and  we  want  to  follow  it  in 
every  way.  We  beg  you,  my  father,  to  permit  the  same  Frenchmen 
who  brought  us  here  to  return  with  us,  as  much  to  guide  us  as  to  supply 
our  needs. 

Take  pity  on  us,  my  father.  You  see  us  unfortunate,  destitute  of 
everything.  We  are  like  children  who  have  had  neither  father  nor 
mother  for  40  years,  as  we  have  lost  sight  of  you.  Now  we  see  you; 
our  souls  are  relieved  of  the  sorrows  we  suffered  during  that  long 
absence.  We  hope,  my  father,  that  you  will  have  compassion  on  us 
all.  Be  persuaded,  my  father,  that  we  wish  to  have  only  one  soul  united 
with  yours,  and  that  we  wish  to  do  nothing  but  what  you  desire  us  to  do. 

We  beg  you,  my  father,  to  have  compassion  on  your  children,  as  you 
have  not  seen  them  for  a long  time.  Give  us  courage,  for  ours  is  almost 
gone. 

Reply  to  the  Chaooudnons: 

I am  very  happy  to  see  you,  my  children  the  Chaoouanons,  arriving 
on  my  mat  in  good  health.  I am  also  delighted  to  see  you  and  all  your 
old  men,  warriors,  women,  and  children  resolving  to  listen  to  my  speech, 
and  to  hear  that  you  want  to  settle  on  this  side  of  the  Riviere  Oyo, 

“The  Indian  name  for  the  French  governors,  meaning  “great  mountain,”  and  de- 
rived from  the  name  of  an  early  governor,  Montmagny. 
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where  I know  that  the  country  is  beautiful  and  the  hunting  good ; here 
you  will  find  means  to  get  a good  living  for  yourselves  and  your  families. 

I thank  you,  my  children,  for  your  congratulations  on  the  defeat  of 
the  Renards. 

I shall  give  you  all  the  help  that  you  can  expect,  to  maintain  you  as 
the  peaceable  owners  of  that  country.  I swear  by  this  your  fire,  that 
if  you  want  to  remain  there  in  peace,  you  must  not  think  of  bringing 
the  English  there,  although  we  are  not  at  war  with  them  today.  To- 
morrow the  situation  may  change  around ; and  to  avoid  all  disagreeable 
disputes,  I not  only  want  you  not  to  invite  them  among  you,  but  I want 
you  to  prevent  them  from  setting  foot  there.  Their  brandy,  as  you 
know,  destroys  the  souls  of  men,  and  has  a very  bad  effect,  because  of 
the  quarrels  which  this  wicked  drink  causes.  So  make  good  resolutions 
about  this,  and  adopt  measures  to  avoid  the  misfortunes  that  the  evil 
trade  with  them  might  bring  upon  you.  There  are  some  Frenchmen 
who  have  begun  to  come  among  you,  who  I promise  will  return  there 
to  supply  your  needs.  Besides,  I am  sending  M.  de  Joncaire,  a great 
chief  whom  I esteem.  His  presence  will  be  all  the  more  important  to 
you,  as  he  is  a valuable  man  wlm  will  give  you  understanding  to  conduct 
yourselves  wisely  in  following  my  wishes.  I want  him  to  make  me,  in 
the  coming  year,  a faithful  report  about  your  settlement  and  your  good 
conduct.  If  some  of  your  chiefs  want  to  accompany  him  here,  they 
will  be  well  received. 

Here  are  powder,  lead,  and  other  things  suitable  for  your  use,  which 
you  will  share  with  your  old  men  and  warriors,  women  and  children. 

Be  brave,  my  children  the  Chaoouanons.  Listen  carefully  to  my  voice 
through  M.  de  Joncaire,  and,  in  his  absence,  through  Cavalier  and 
Langlois.  I have  chosen  men  whose  merit  I know,  and  by  heeding  them 
you  cannot  fail  to  succeed  in  your  good  enterprises.  You  can  be  sure 
that  I will  always  be  a good  father  to  you ; as  a proof  of  the  friend- 
ship I have  for  you,  here  is  a suit  of  clothing  which  I am  giving  to  each 
of  you,  and  ammunition  for  hunting  on  your  way  home  so  that  you  may 
reach  it  in  good  health. 

Speech  of  Oninquoinonte , the  Saunontiwuan,  addressed  to  the  Marquis 
de  Beauharnois: 

My  father,  [I  am]  far  from  being  troubled  as  I was  reported  to  be, 
that  the  Chaoouanons  were  approaching  our  land,  and  especially  that 
which  belonged  to  me  rather  than  to  all  the  Iroquois. 
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You  know,  my  father,  that  it  was  I who  made  possible  the  building 
of  the  stone  house  at  Niagara,  where  my  abode  had  always  been.  Since 
I cannot  conquer  my  desire  for  drink,  I give  up  that  place  to  establish 
myself  in  this  place  (on  the  portage  of  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs),^^  which 
has  been,  and  which  is  still  today,  the  rendezvous  of  the  Chaoouanons. 

Since  you  are  the  master  of  all  the  earth  and  no  one  can  oppose  your 
plan,  therefore,  I beg  you  to  believe,  my  father,  that  I would  die  rather 
than  not  support  you  in  what  you  are  planning  in  this  matter. 

I ask  your  indulgence  until  I can  show  proof  of  what  I say. 

Reply  to  the  Speech: 

My  son,  I have  heard  your  words  with  pleasure.  I know  that  you 
have  always  been  attached  to  the  French.  Your  uncle  Joncaire  and  M. 
Du  Buisson,^^  the  former  commandant  at  the  post  of  Detroit,  have  given 
me  a faithful  account  of  your  conduct  in  the  first  war  with  the  Renards, 
the  enemies  of  all  the  world. 

I am  very  pleased  that  you  should  wish  to  establish  yourselves  quite 
near  to  where  the  Chaoouanons  are  going  to  light  their  fire,  after  having 
asked  my  permission.  You  can  be  sure  that  if  you  give  me  convincing 
proofs  that  you  are  really  my  son,  I shall  also  show  you  that  I want 
to  be  your  true  father. 

With  regard  to  what  you  told  your  uncle  Joncaire  about  M.  de  La 
Corne’s  son,^®  which  he  reported  to  me,  I shall  give  it  my  attention,  and 
you  may  hope  that  you  will  see  him  again.  He  is  still  in  France.  In 
the  meantime,  I am  sending  you  this  present  as  a token  of  the  considera- 
tion I have  for  you. 


” This  was  known  later  as  the  Presque  Isle  portage.  He  intended  to  settle  some- 
where between  present-day  Erie  and  Waterford. 

”Du  Buisson  commanded  at  Detroit  in  1712,  when  he  successfully  defended  that 
post  in  a siege  by  the  Renards  and  Mascoutins. 

"The  elder  M.  de  La  Come  was  Major  at  Montreal.  His  son,  Jean  Louis  La 
Come  de  Chapt,  is  presumably  the  one  referred  to,  for  he  had  come  with  Joncaire 
to  Niagara  in  1720,  when  a storehouse,  the  Magazin  Royal  was  built.  He  seems 
to  have  served  at  the  Niagara  trading  post  for  some  years. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 

[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 71,  f.  33] 


Monseigneur, 


M.  de  Beauharnois,  June  10,  1739. 


Sieur  Drouet  de  Richarville  has  just  arrived  from  the  Chicachas.^* 
You  will  see,  Mor^eigneur,  by  the  account  be  has  given,  which  is  en- 
closed, the  true  circumstances  of  M.  Dartaguiette’s  engagement.^®  I 
should  have  had  the  honor  to  propose  him  as  an  officer  at  that  time,  had 
I not  believed,  as  the  whole  country  did,  that  he  had  had  the  same  fate 
as  his  three  brothers.  If  he  had  arrived  here  a month  sooner,  he  would 
have  been  sent  back  but  rest  is  needed  after  such  a long  and  difficult 
voyage  as  the  one  he  made,  obliged  to  live  and  travel  by  his  own  ex- 
ertions. What  increased  his  desire  to  go  is  that  Sieur  de  Bondicourt, 
his  brother,  who  is  a good  fellow,  is  in  the  party.^®  I beg  you  very 
humbly.  Monseigneur,  to  get  him  a promotion. 

The  assistance,  Monseigneur,  which  I am  sending  to  M.  de  Bienville,*'^ 
is  about  to  leave.  I have  given  the  command  to  the  Baron  de  Longueuil, 
his  nephew.^®  As  soon  as  he  is  gone,  I shall  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  the  roster.  This  may  be  in  three  or  four  days.  They  are  taking  the 
Belle  Riviere  route  which  they  will  reach  thirty  leagues  south  of  Niagara, 
at  a portage,  four  leagues  long,  which  leads  to  Lake  Ste.  Croix.^® 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


Montreal,  June  10,  1739. 


Beauharnois 


The  Chicachas  or  Chickasaws  were  a tribe  of  northern  Mississippi,  where  their 
hostility  to  the  French  endangered  the  communications  between  Canada  and 
Louisiana. 

'“On  March  26,  1736,  a party  under  the  command  of  M.  Dartaguette  had  a dis- 
astrous encounter  with  the  Chickasaws.  Twenty-two  Frenchmen  were  captured, 
and  of  these,  twenty  were  burned.  Drouet  de  Richarville  escaped  after  eighteen 
months’  captivity,  and  took  refuge  with  the  English.  James  Oglethorpe,  gov- 
ernor of  Georgia,  bought  his  freedom  when  the  Indians  claimed  him.  The  account 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Collection  Moreau  St.  Mery,  Vol.  10,  f.  358. 

“An  expedition  was  going  from  Montreal,  to  join  other  forces  in  crushing  the 
Chickasaws. 

“ M.  Lemoyne  de  Bienville  had  been  reinstated  as  governor  of  Louisiana  in  1732. 
He  was  a brother  of  the  first  Baron  de  Longueuil. 

“ The  second  Baron  de  Longueuil. 

“ Lake  Ste.  Croix  represents  a French  attempt  to  give  meaning  to  the  Indian  name 
“Chautauqua.” 


Plate  II 


DP  LPKY'S  AL\P  OF  TliJ-:  RIVIPRI-:.  1740. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 

[Arch.  Nat.,  A 71,  f.  36] 


Monseigneur, 


M.  de  Beauharnois 
June  30,  1739 


The  Baron  de  Longueuil  has  departed  with  all  our  warriors  to  join 
M.  de  Bienville.  I have  the  honor  to  send  you  a list  of  them,®**  and 
another  of  those  whom  our  savages  think  will  join  them  along  the  way. 
I have  taken  suitable  measures  for  the  tribes  of  the  Lakes,  and  I am 
hoping  that  he  will  have  a considerable  number  of  them.  I doubt,  how- 
ever, if  those  from  Detroit  will  march.  You  will  see,  Monseigneur, 
by  the  extract  from  Sieur  de  Noyelle’s®^  letter,  what  is  the  matter.  I 
am  expecting  news  of  it  any  day. 

I received  some  letters.  Monseigneur,  from  Sieur  de  Celoron®^  the 
20th  and  24th  of  this  month.  He  expects  to  assemble  a band  of  fine 
young  men. 

Sieur  Drouet  de  Richarville,  of  whose  return  from  the  Chicachas, 
the  10th  of  this  month,  by  way  of  Isle  Royale  I had  the  honor  to  tell 
you,  has  been  so  much  admired  by  all  our  tribes,  that  he  made  it  a 
pleasure  for  them  to  join  the  party,  which  has  been  a great  source  of 
satisfaction  to  every  one.  He  speaks  English  and  Chicacha.  He  will  be 
a great  help  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  country. 

The  Reverend  Father  de  Lauson®^  has  been  very  helpful  to  us  during 
this  whole  affair.  He  has  shown  to  the  fullest  extent  his  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  service.  I have  begun.  Monseigneur,  by  thanking  him  per- 
sonally. He  did  not  leave  the  Indians  until  after  their  departure.  I am 
obliged  to  him  for  their  great  number. 


I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


Montreal,  June  30,  1739. 


Beauharnois 


On  the  original,  there  is  a marginal  note : “The  list  is  not  enclosed.”  A list  has, 
however,  been  found,  and  follows  this  item. 

The  commander  at  Detroit. 

“ Sieur  de  Celoron,  the  commander  at  Michilimackinac,  led  a party  of  Indians  for 
the  campaign  against  the  Chickasaws,  by  way  of  the  Chicago  portage  and  the 
Illinois  river. 

“Head  of  the  Jesuit  missions  in  Canada  (See  Hocquart’s  letter  of  Sept.  30,  1739). 
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ROLL  OF  LONGUEUIL’S  EXPEDITION 

[Collection  Moreau  St.  Mery,  Vol.  24  (P.  A.  C.  trans.)] 


Montreal,  July  6,  1739 

Summary  of  the  number  of  officers,  cadets,  soldiers,  and  savages  sent 
out  under  the  command  of  the  Baron  de  Longueuil,  Major  of  Montreal, 
which  left  the  said  town  of  Montreal  from  the  16th  to  the  30th  of  last 
June  to  go  and  serve  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Bienville  in  Louisi- 
ana, namely: 

Officers  I®* 


Messieurs  le  Baron  de  Longueuil,  commandant 
De  Sabrevois,  lieutenant 
Du  Vivier,  the  same 
De  Vassan,  the  same 
Le  Verrier,  ensign  en  pied 
Le  Gardeur  de  St.  Pierre,  the  same 
Portneuf,  ensign  en  second 

Lignery,  the  same,  and  major  of  the  detachment 

Chevalier  De  Villiers,  ensign  en  second 

Drouet,  de  Richarville,  the  same 

Aubert,  de  Gaspe,  the  same 

Pather  Vernet,  Recollect  chaplain 

Sieur  Ystre,  surgeon 


Cadets  a I’Eguillette: 


Sent  back  by  M.  de 
Longueuil  because 
they  became  ill. 


Drouet  de  Richarville 

De  Ganne 

Joseph  Lavoi 

Tomas  de  la  None 

Chevalier  Benoist 

Joseph  Hertel  de  la  Freniere 

Louis  Hertel  de  Rouville 

Depeux 

Le  Gardeur  de  Croisille 
De  Varennes 
Chaussegros  de  Lery®® 
Belestre 


Military  grades,  from  the  top  down,  were : captain,  lieutenant,  ensign  en  pied, 
ensign  en  second,  sergeant,  corporal,  cadet  a I’aiguillette,  cadet  soldier.  The 
cadets  ranked  socially  with  the  commissioned  officers ; they  were  really  officers  in 
training ; but  their  responsibility  was  less  than  that  of  the  sergeant  and  corporal. 
The  term  “major”  is  descriptive  of  function,  not  rank.  The  major  was  entrusted 
with  administrative  details. 

Joseph  Gaspard  Chaussegros  de  Lery,  the  eighteen-year-old  son  of  the  chief  en- 
gineer of  Canada,  acted  as  engineer  for  the  expedition.  The  map  based  on  his 
compass  survey  was  the  first  reasonably  adequate  map  of  the  Ohio  valley. 
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Other  Cadets : 

Michel  Hertel  de  Rouville 
De  Selle 

Joncaire  de  Closonne^® 

Le  Gardeur  de  Repentigny 
Hertel  de  Beaubassin 
Le  Gai  de  Joncaire®® 

Bailleul 

Joseph  de  Langi,  the  younger 

Delino 

Mannerille 

Bouat 

Joseph  Hertel  de  Rouville,  called  Chambly 
Morville 

Soldiers : 

3 sergeants 
6 corporals 

6 anspessades,®’  among  whom  was  one  drummer 
24  soldiers 

Habitants  and  Canoe  Paddlers : 

45  habitants 
Savages : 

166  Iroquois  of  the  village  of  the  Sault.®® 

51  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  Two  Mountains. 

32  Algonkins  and  Nepissings®® 

50  Abenaquis  of  the  villages  of  St.  Francis  and 
Becancourt. 

Father  La  Bretonniere,  Jesuit  missionary  of 
the  Iroquois  at  the  Sault. 

M.  Queret,  Priest  and  missionary  of  the  sav- 
ages from  the  Lake  of  Two  Mountains. 

“The  two  sons  of  Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire  are  almost  inextricably  confused  in 
the  records  of  the  time.  Philippe  Thomas  Joncaire,  Sieur  de  Chabert  (b.  1707 ; 
d.  about  1766),  and  Daniel  Joncaire,  Sieur  de  Chabert  et  de  Clausonne  (b.  1716; 
d.  1771  at  Detroit),  are  both  called  “Chabert”  or  “Joncaire,”  with  variations  of 
these  names.  Le  Gai  or  Le  Guay  was  their  mother’s  name. 

“ An  anspessade  was  a picked  soldier. 

“ The  Falls  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  near  Montreal. 

“ The  tribes  north  of  Lake  Huron. 
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Recapitulation 


Officers  11 

Chaplains  1 

Surgeons  1 

Cadets  a I’Eguilette  11 

Other  cadet  spldiers  13 

Soldiers  including  corporals  and 

anspessades  39 

Habitants  45 

Savages  319 

Chaplains  for  the  savages  2 


Men  442 


Montreal,  July  6,  1739. 


HOCQUART^  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 69,  f.  236] 


M.  Hocquart 
Sept.  30,  1739“ 
Extract 

Monseigneur, 

The  latest  news  I have  received  from  M.  de  Longueuil’s  party  are  of 
the  4th  of  August ; he  was  then  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  Erie.  It  was 
later  known  that  the  detachment  had  made  the  portage  to  the  Belle 
Riviere ; if  there  has  been  no  accident,  M.  de  Longueuil  must  be  at  the 
rendezvous^"  now. 

When  it  left  Montreal,  this  detachment  was  composed  of  442  men, 
according  to  the  enclosed  list.  It  has  been  diminished  by  the  desertion 
of  a large  number  of  Abenakis  and  several  Iroquois  from  the  Lake  of 
Two  Mountains.  M.  de  Longueuil  makes  this  loss  as  great  as  70.  There 
will  be  still  more  savages  deserting,  but  I hope  they  will  be  replaced  by 

“Gilles  Hocquart  was  named  royal  intendant  in  1731. 

“ At  the  end  this  letter  is  dated  October  30,  1739. 

“ Fort  Assumption  on  the  Mississippi,  near  the  present  site  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
was  the  intended  meeting  place  of  the  various  contingents. 
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the  addition  of  a hundred  Iroquois  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  were  to 
wait  for  him  at  the  Belle  Riviere.  The  expedition  was  equipped  at 
Montreal  with  all  possible  speed ; and  that  the  time  of  the  rendezvous 
might  not  be  delayed,  it  was  decided  that  the  expedition  should  go 
along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario ; that  is  the  shortest  route.  The 
savages  promised  not  to  stop  at  Choueguen  ;■**  they  did  not  keep  their 
word ; the  attraction  of  the  brandy  was  stronger.  Drunkenness  caused 
part  of  them  to  desert. 

I am  adding.  Monseigneur,  the  account  of  the  expense  to  one  of  our 
joint  letters.  I ought  not.  Monseigneur,  to  leave  unmentioned  the  good 
will  and  zeal  of  the  Baron  de  Longueuil  on  this  occasion,  although  he 
was  much  troubled  by  a leg  which  had  been  frozen  in  a shipwreck  late 
in  the  year,  on  the  northern  shore  of  this  river.  The  length  of  the  march 
did  not  alarm  him,  nor  make  him  less  energetic  and  eager  to  follow  the 
orders  given  him. 

Sieur  Vassan,^*  Lieutenant,  was  the  first  to  volunteer  from  the  Quebec 
garrison.  Sieur  Lignery,^®  Major  of  the  detachment,  was  notable  for 
his  evident  eagerness  to  go,  likewise  young  Aubert  de  Gaspe.  All  have 
shown  their  good  spirit.  There  were  many  others  in  the  force  of  troops 
whom  the  general  could  not  permit  to  serve  on  this  occasion.  All  the 
detached  soldiers  have  asked  to  serve,  and  many  more  could  have  been 
found,  if  we  had  wanted  to  use  them.  The  service  in  the  towns  and 
the  garrisons  necessary  in  the  King’s  forts,  did  not  permit  the  general 
to  detach  a greater  number. 

I cannot  say  the  same  of  the  inhabitants.  They  considered  this  cam- 
paign so  long  and  difficult,  as  indeed  it  is,  that  it  was  necessary  to  use 
authority  to  make  them  march.  However,  M.  de  Longueuil  does  not 
complain  about  them  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be 
useful. 

The  general  has  more  detailed  information  than  I,  concerning  the 
other  assistance  that  M.  de  Celoron,  commander  at  Michilimakinac, 
and  the  other  commanding  officers  of  the  posts  have  taken  to  M.  de 
Bienville ; no  doubt  he  has  had  the  honor  to  give  you  an  account  of  it. 

“ Oswego,  the  English  post  on  Lake  Ontario,  was  first  established  in  1726. 

“ Jean  Frangois  de  Vassan,  later  a commander  of  Fort  Niagara. 

“ Frangois  le  Marchand  de  Ligneris,  the  last  commander  of  Fort  Duquesne  and 

Fort  Machault. 
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I enclose  with  this  letter  the  report  made  by  Sieur  de  Richarville 
the  younger,  about  his  experience  with  the  Chicachas  who  had  taken 
him  prisoner  in  M.  Dartaguette’s  engagement.  He  arrived  in  Montreal 
on  June  10th,  and  went  off  again  with  M.  de  Longueuil  to  seek  his 
revenge.  M.  de  Beauharnois  will  not  have  failed  to  inform  you  of  this 
fact,  and  to  ask  you  for  the  promotion  of  this  young  man,  the  son  of 
Sieur  de  Richarville,  ensign  in  the  troops,  who  has  already  lost  2 or  3 
children  in  the  service. 

The  Jesuit  Father  Lauzon,  head  of  the  missions  in  Canada,  has  helped 
effectively  by  inducing  the  savages  of  Sault  St.  Louis  to  carry  out  his 
Majesty’s  wishes.  This  priest  has  been  a missionary  in  their  village 
for  12  years,  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  savages,  and  he  has  used  this 
to  make  them  agree.  He  deserves.  Monseigneur,  some  evidence  of  your 
satisfaction  with  the  zeal  he  has  shown  for  the  King’s  service  upon  this 
occasion. 


I am  with  very  profound  respect. 


Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


Quebec,  Oct.  30,  1739. 


Hocquart 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 71,  f.  49  (P.  A.  C.  trans)] 


Monseigneur, 


Marquis  de  Beauharnois 
Oct.  9,  1739. 


M.  Hocquart  and  I have  had  the  honor  to  report  in  the  King’s 
memoir,  concerning  the  death  of  Sieur  de  Joncaire,^®  and  the  arrival  of 
the  ChaSanons  at  Montreal,  the  21st  of  last  July.  These  savages  were 
led  by  Sieur  Douville  de  la  Saussaye.^'^ 


“ The  elder  Joncaire  died  at  Fort  Niagara,  June  29,  1739. 

The  same  difficulty  occurs  with  the  Douville  brothers  as  with  the  Joncaires. 
Philippe  Dagneau  Douville  and  Alexandre  Dagneau  Douville  were  both  called 
Sieur  de  la  Saussaye,  and  both  were  active  among  the  Indians. 
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They  gave  me  several  belts  and  strings  of  wampum  to  assure  me  of 
their  fidelity,  to  which  I replied.  Then  I spoke  to  them  in  private  in 
my  office,  to  induce  them  to  leave  the  place  where  they  are,  and  to  settle 
in  another.  You  will  find  my  words  enclosed. 

They  answered  that  they  were  satisfied  with  my  talk,  and  that  they 
realized  I had  spoken  to  them  like  a true  father,  who  loved  them  and 
feared  lest  some  mishap  befall  them.  They  would  carry  to  their  village 
the  belt  I had  given  them  in  that  regard.  For  their  part  they  were 
ready  to  do  my  will.  Many  among  them  had  the  same  opinion,  and 
they  knew  only  a certain  Chartier,^®  a French  half-breed  much  esteemed 
by  the  English,  who  could  turn  away  a part  of  them.  Although  he  was 
not  a chief  among  them,  he  had  a great  deal  of  influence  because  of  the 
presents  he  made,  from  both  the  English  and  himself,  to  the  important 
chiefs  for  the  success  of  his  undertakings.  I made  them  understand 
that  they  ought  not  to  listen  to  him,  to  which  they  seemed  to  consent. 
They  begged  me,  however,  to  order  Sieur  de  la  Saussaye  to  induce 
Chartier  to  descend  with  them  next  spring,  as  they  had  reason  to  think 
that  when  I had  spoken  to  him,  be  would  change  his  mind.  I gave  in- 
structions, consequently,  to  Sieur  de  la  Saussaye  and  advised  him  to  do 
everything  possible  to  bring  Chartier  with  him. 

I realized.  Monseigneur,  from  all  the  speeches  of  these  savages,  that 
they  would  ask  nothing  better  than  to  go  and  settle  in  another  place, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  migration  of  the  Hurons  takes 
place,  they  will  select  the  Detroit  settlement.  I shall  have  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  you  about  it  next  year. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  9,  1739. 

“ Peter  Chartier  was  an  influential  leader  of  the  Shawnees.  Chartier’s  Town  (not 
far  from  present-day  Tarentum)  and  Chartier^s  Creek  were  named  for  him. 
Chartier  later  took  the  French  side,  and  moved  a part  of  the  Shawnees  nearer  the 
French  forts  on  the  Mississippi  (c.  1745). 
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CHAUSSEGROS  DE  LERY^»  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 72,  f.  239] 

M.  Chaussegros  Eery 
October  1739 

Monseigneur, 

I received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  on 
May  12.  I thank  you  very  humbly  for  the  favor  you  have  granted  to 
my  son,  giving  him  the  position  of  Engineer®®  which  was  vacant.  I beg 
you,  Monseigneur,  to  continue  to  favor  him. 

Last  winter,  when  he  found  that  a detachment  was  to  leave  this 
country,  he  was  the  first  to  go  and  ask  to  be  included.  The  general  asked 
him  if  he  had  spoken  to  me;  he  told  him  that,  judging  from  my  senti- 
ments, I should  be  very  glad  for  him  to  make  this  campaign.  I spoke 
about  it  to  the  general,  asking  him  to  grant  his  request,  and  to  give  me 
the  pleasure  of  assigning  him.  The  general  told  me  that  if  you  granted 
him  the  requested  position,  he  would  be  out  of  the  country.  I argued 
that  since  Louisiana  was  in  the  government  of  New  France,®^  he  would 
be  in  the  colony ; and  that  he  was  in  a position  to  serve  there  as  a 
volunteer  engineer,  should  the  occasion  arise,  as  he  had  been  a Cadet  a 
I’Eguillette  for  more  than  three  years.  He  gave  orders  for  him  to  serve 
as  engineer  and  as  junior  major  during  the  journey. 

I asked  him  if  it  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  there.  He  told  me 
there  were  engineers  in  Louisiana,  and  that,  by  all  accounts,  the  court 
had  sent  some  with  the  detachment  of  troops  of  the  Marine ; that  I was 
useful  in  this  country ; and  that  you.  Monseigneur,  had  mentioned  noth- 
ing to  him  about  it.  I showed  him  the  Memoir  or  Plan  of  Attack  that 
I had  made,  with  the  method  necessary  for  taking  a savage  fort,^^  with- 
out risking  the  loss  of  men.  After  he  had  read  it,  he  thought  it  well 

Gaspard  Chaussegros  de  Lery  (b.  1682,  at  Toulon)  became  chief  engineer  of 
Canada  in  1716.  He  built  Fort  Niagara  in  1726  and  1727. 

The  son  was  commissioned  an  assistant  engineer,  January  1,  1739,  but  the  com- 
mission did  not  reach  Canada  before  his  departure  on  the  expedition. 

“'The  governor  general’s  jurisdiction  included  Louisiana. 

“Note  in  original:  “The  memoir  of  directions  for  taking  a savage  fort,  or  ar- 
rangements for  attacking  one,  included  with  this  letter,  was  placed  with  the  gen- 
eral memoirs  from  Canada.” 
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for  me  to  give  a copy  to  my  son  to  give  to  Messieurs  de  Binvillc'^  and 
Noaillet.  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  with  my  letter. 

My  son  is  in  his  nineteenth  year ; he  is  big  and  strong.  I beg  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  favor  him  and  to  grant  him  the  position  of  officer  in 
the  troops  which  M.  Dugue  held,  as  in  the  case  of  other  engineers. 

^ ^ 

[The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  concerned  with  mines,  forges,  ship- 
building, and  M.  de  Lery’s  other  duties.] 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Chaussegros  de  Lery 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C'  A 71,  f.  86] 


Nov.  6,  1739 

Monseigneur, 

Sieur  Douville  de  la  Saussaye,  whom  I had  sent  with  my  orders 
among  the  ChaSanons  to  carry  out  the  plan  which  I had  the  honor  to 
report  in  my  dispatch  of  the  9th  of  last  October,  arrived  here  yesterday 
afternoon,  bringing  news  of  the  bark’s  shipwreck,  October  5th,  on  the 
return  voyage  from  Niagara.  He  thought  it  very  wise  to  rescue  all  the 
castaways,  whom  he  brought  to  Fort  Frontenac.  It  is  believed  there 
will  be  no  loss.  As  he  cannot  go  back  until  next  spring,  since  it  is  too 
late  in  the  year,  he  has  sent  a messenger  to  them  to  inform  them  of 
his  delay.  Through  this  circumstance,  I have  received  several  letters 
from  the  upper  country. 

M.  de  la  Buissoniere®^  wrote  me  the  second  of  last  July  that  he  had 
just  received  the  letters  I had  sent  him  for  MM.  de  Bienville  and 

Bienville. 

“ M.  de  la  Buissoniere  commanded  Fort  Chartres,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, sixteen  miles  above  Kaskaskia. 
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Salmon,®®  and  that  he  had  detailed  an  officer  at  once  to  carry  my  packets 
to  New  Orleans.  He  informed  me  that  M.  de  Bienville  had  changed 
the  time  of  the  rendezvous,  and,  that  he  would  set  out  from  Riviere  des 
Frangois,  the  post  of  the  storehouse,®®  October  15th  at  the  latest. 

M.  de  Celoron  reported  from  Kiakiqui  August  12th,  that  his  party 
was  composed  of  143  picked  men,  of  whom  40  were  French.  He  was 
expecting  to  add  more  than  30  men  when  he  passed  through  the 
Maskoutin  country. 

Sieur  de  Noyelle®^  informed  me  August  26th  that  everything  is  quiet 
at  Detroit ; that  he  has  reason  to  flatter  himself  it  will  continue  so ; and 
that  he  will  give  it  all  his  care. 

Sieur  de  Blainville®®  writes  me  September  28th  from  Missilimakinac 
that  everything  is  equally  quiet  in  that  post,  and  Sieur  de  Tonty  informs 
me  that  the  Folles  Avoines®®  intend  to  come  down  to  Montreal  next 
year. 

That  shipwreck.  Monseigneur,  has  very  much  upset  Sieur  de  la 
Saussaye’s  affairs.  He  says  that  this  will  amount  to  a loss  of  at  least 
three  thousand  livres.  On  this  occasion  he  deserves  your  fullest  con- 
sideration. 

He  reported  to  me  that  Sieur  Douville,®®  his  brother,  had  set  out  from 
Niagara  near  the  end  of  September  to  carry  the  presents  of  the  OutaSais 
to  Detroit. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  November  6,  1739. 


The  intendant  of  Louisiana. 

‘“This  was  some  distance  below  Fort  Assumption. 

" The  commander  at  Detroit. 

“ Probably  Jean  Baptiste  Celoron  de  Blainville,  the  younger  brother  of  Pierre 
Joseph  Celoron  de  Blainville,  who  was  the  M.  de  Celoron  of  the  1749  expedition. 
But  there  is  the  usual  confusion! 

‘“The  Folles  Avoines  (“wild  oat  tribe”)  or  Malomines  were  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Green  Bay.  Tonty  was  stationed  there. 

“ See  note  47. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  IX,  1105] 

[8th  October,  1744] 

^ 3{c 

On  receiving  intelligence  this  spring  of  the  different  settlements  and 
magazines  the  English  have  formed  on  the  Beautiful  River,  I issued  my 
orders  and  sent  belts  to  the  Detroit  nations  to  drive  them  thence  by 
force  of  arms  and  to  plunder  the  stores  they  have  there ; I gave  like 
orders  to  the  Commandant  among  the  Ouiatanons,  and  the  Miamis. 
Therefore,  according  to  what  the  Outaouacas  and  Pontouatamis®^  of 
Detroit  have  promised  me  this  summer  at  Montreal,  and  what  the  Com- 
mandants of  the  other  posts  have  written  to  me  respecting  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  Indians,  I have  reason  to  presume  that  these  will  act  against 
the  English  settled  on  the  Beautiful  River,  and  also  against  the  other 
settlements  the  latter  may  possibly  form  in  that  vicinity,  and  which  the 
former  will  not  suffer,  as,  independent  of  the  war  that  I have  had 
chanted  in  all  the  villages,  they  have  accepted  the  belts  presented  on 
that  occasion. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  20,  21] 

[Oct.  28,  1745] 


^ 

The  emigration  of  the  Chaouanons  has  at  length  taken  place ; they 
have  removed  from  their  former  location  to  the  place  I allotted  them  at 
the  prairie  of  the  Maskoutins ; they  have  even  tied  and  plundered  the 
English  traders  on  the  Belle  Riviere  to  the  number  of  eight,  and  advised 
M.  de  Longueuil  to  send  in  search  of  them.  But  the  detachment  of  15 
or  16  Canadians  dispatched  thither  by  that  officer,  discovered  only  one, 
and  the  Chaouanons  have  said  that  they  had  carried  the  others  along 
with  them  to  their  winter  quarters,  and  would  bring  them  to  me,  them- 


“The  Pontouatamis  (Potawatamies)  were  a tribe  of  Indians  in  western  Ohio. 


24 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


selves,  next  year.  I could  have  wished  they  had  acted  otherwise  and 
sent  M.  de  Longueuil,  as  they  had  proposed,  these  prisoners,  who  prob- 
ably will  escape  from,  or  perhaps  be  liberated  by,  them ; possibly  even, 
they  may  form  a new  alliance  with  them,  in  order  to  obtain  their  sup- 
plies from  them.  .This  is  the  more  to  be  apprehended,  inasmuch  as, 
independent  of  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  inconstancy  of 
Indians,  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  goods  and  articles  they  require  may 
produce  among  them  great  change  towards  us,  and  you  will  form  a 
moi  e correct  opinion  of  our  situation  and  of  the  difficulty  we  experi- 
ence in  supporting  the  posts  in  the  upper  country,  from  the  report  M. 
Hocquart  and  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  on  that  subject. 

Quebec,  28th  October,  1745. 


THE  “STOLEN”  CELORON  PLATE* 

[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  VI,  532] 

Inscription  on  the  French  Leaden  Plate 

In  the  year  1749,  during  the  Reign  of  Louis  XV.,  King  of  France, 
We  Celoron,  commander  of  a detachment  sent  by  Monsieur  the  Marquis 
de  la  Galissoniere,  Commander  in  chief  of  New  France,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity  in  some  villages  of  Indians  of  these  districts,  have 
buried  this  Plate  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Tchadakoin,®^  this 
29  July,  near  the  River  Ohio,  otherwise  Beautiful  River  as  a monument 
of  the  renewal  of  possession  which  We  have  taken  of  the  said  River 
Ohio  and  of  all  those  that  therein  Fall,  and  of  all  the  Lands  on  both 
sides  as  far  as  the  sources  of  the  Said  Rivers,  as  enjoyed  or  ought  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  preceding  Kings  of  France  and  as  they  therein  have 
maintained  themselves  by  Arms  and  by  Treaties,  especially  by  those  of 
Riswick,  of  Utrecht  and  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

* Checked  with  facsimile  in  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History,  V,  9 ; and 
Pennsylvania  Archives,  2nd  series,  VI,  67. 

The  Tchadakoin  (the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake)  joins  the  Conewango  some 
distance  above  the  Conewango’s  junction  with  the  Allegheny,  which  the  French 
considered  part  of  the  Ohio.  According  to  Celoron’s  Journal  this  part  of  the 
inscription  read:  “at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Kanaouangon.”  This 
plate  may  have  been  wrongly  inscribed  and  discarded ; or  actually  burled,  while  a 
corrected  version  was  written  in  the  journal. 
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A true  Copy  Compar’d  by  Peter  De  Joncourt,  Interprette. 

L’AN  1749  DV  REGNE  DE  LOVIS  XV  ROY  DE  FRANCE  NOVS 
CELORON  COMMANDANT  D’VN  DETACHEMENT  ENVOIfi 
PAR  MONSIEVR  LE  M^s.  DE  LA  GALISSONIERE  COM- 
MANDANT GENERAL  DE  LA  NOUVELLE  FRANCE  POVR 
RETABLIR  LA  TRANQVILLITE  DANS  QVELQVES  VIL- 
LAGES SAUVAGES  DE  CES  CANTONS  AVONS  ENTERRE 
CETTE  PLAQVE  AU  CONFLUENT  DE  L OHIO  ET  DE 
TCHADAKOIN  CE  29  IVILLET  PRES  DE  LA  RIVIERE  OYO 
AUTREMENT  BELLE  RIVIERE  POVR  MONUMENT  DU 
RENOUVELLEMENT  DE  POSSESSION  QUE  NOUS  AVONS 
PRIS  DE  LA  DITTE  RIVIERE  OYO  ET  DE  TOUTES  CELLES 
QUI  Y TOMBENT  ET  DE  TOUTES  LES  TERRES  DES  DEUX 
COTES  JVSQVE  AVX  SOVRCES  DES  DITTES  RIVIERES 
AINSI  QUEN  ONT  JOVY  OV  DV  JOVIR  LES  PRECEDENTS 
ROIS  DE  FRANCE  QUILS  SY  SONT  MAINTENVS  PAR  LES 
ARMES  ET  PAR  LES  TRAITTES  SPECIALEMENT  PAR 
CEVX  DE  RISWICK  D’VTREGHT  ET  D’AIX  LA  CHAPELLE 
Copy  of  the  Superscription  on  a leaden  Plate  Col.  Johnson®^  lately 
got  from  the  French;  being  a pretended  Claim  of  theirs  to  Lands  near 
the  River  Ohio  Bearing  date  the  29th  of  July  1749.  Reed  with  Govr. 
Clinton’s®^  letter  dated  the  17th  of  July  1750. 


CAPTAIN  CELORON  DE  BLAINVILLE  TO  GOVERNOR 

HAMILTON* * 

[Provincial  Record,  M,  p.  54] 

From  our  Camp  on  the  Belle  Riviere 

at  an  old  village  of  the  Chaouanons, 

August  6,  1749®® 

Sir, 

Having  been  sent  with  a detachment  into  these  parts  by  Marquis  de 
la  Galisonniere,  general  in  chief  of  New  France,  to  reconcile  together 

“ William  Johnson,  the  Indian  agent  of  the  English,  had  great  influence  upon  the 
Iroquois. 

“George  Clinton,  governor  of  New  York  from  1743  to  1753.  He  was  also  an  ad- 
miral in  the  British  fleet. 

* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  V,  425,  and  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  VI,  532-533. 

“ The  Old  Shawnee  Village  was  probably  Chiningue  or  Logstown  (near  Ambridge, 
Pa.). 
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some  Indian  Nations  who  had  got  embroiled  on  occasion  of  the  war 
just  concluded,  I have  been  much  surprised  to  find  traders  belonging 
to  your  government  in  a country  to  which  England  never  had  any 
pretension.  It  seems  even  that  they  do  not  think  differently  in  New 
England,  since  in  several  villages  I have  passed  the  English  who  were 
trading  there  have  for  the  most  part  fled.  Those  whom  I have  just 
encountered  and  through  whom  I write  to  you,  I have  treated  with  all 
possible  courtesy,  though  I had  a right  to  regard  them  as  interlopers 
and  vagabonds,  their  undertaking  being  contrary  to  the  preliminaries 
of  the  peace  signed  over  fifteen  months  ago. 

I hope.  Sir,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  prohibit  that  trade  in  the 
future,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  treaties ; and  notify  your  traders  that  they 
will  expose  themselves  considerably,  should  they  return  to  these 
countries,  and  that  they  must  impute  to  nobody  but  themselves  what- 
ever misfortunes  will  overtake  them.  I know  that  our  Governor  in 
chief  would  be  very  sorry  to  have  recourse  to  any  violence,  but  his 
orders  are  very  strict  not  to  suffer  any  foreign  traders  within  his  gov- 
ernment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Celoron 


M.  DE  LA  JONQUIERE*’"  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  THE 

MARINE 

[Margry,  Decouvertes  des  Frangais,  VI,  727-728] 

Quebec,  September  20,  1749 

;it  J|! 

The  moment  I received  the  letter  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
on  May  4,  relating  to  the  tribe  of  savages  who  were  withdrawing  toi 

“ Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  was  appointed  governor  general  in  1746,  but  was  cap- 
tured by  the  English  fleet  on  his  voyage  to  Canada.  Marquis  de  La  Galissoniere 
served  as  a substitute  until  his  arrival  in  August,  1747. 


THE  DISCOVERY  OF  NORTHWESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


27 


Sonioto,®^  I wrote  to  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  governor  of  Louisiana,®®  to  in- 
form him  that  I would  make  every  effort  to  reunite  these  savages  with 
the  rest  of  their  tribe  and  that  I would  work  jointly  with  him.  I left 
my  letter  in  France  and  very  likely  it  has  been  sent  out  to  him.  I have 
transmitted  your  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Galissoniere ;®®  he  has 
told  me  that  M.  de  Celoron’s  detachment  apparently  will  bring  about 
this  reunion,  at  least  for  a time,  but  for  something  permanent  we  must 
establish  one  or  more  trading  posts  on  the  Belle  Riviere  or  in  its  vicinity, 
and  especially  toward  its  headwaters.  These  posts  might  have  the  in- 
convenience of  making  contraband  trade  easier;  he  judges,  however, 
that  this  ought  to  be  risked,  because  without  it  the  English  would  un- 
doubtedly locate  there,  and  through  this  would  be  in  a position  to  pene- 
trate to  all  our  trading  posts  and  cut  the  communication  with  Louisiana. 
On  the  return  of  Sieur  de  Celoron,  I hope  to  give  a more  accurate  and 
extensive  account. 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  FRENCH  COLONIES  IN  NORTH 
AMERICA  BY  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  GALISSONIERE* * 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  229-230] 

[December,  1750] 

:fc 

What  has  been  observed  already  in  the  course  of  their  Memoir,  when 
treating  of  the  utility  of  Canada  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of 
Mexico,  shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  free  and  certain  communi- 
cation from  Canada  to  the  Mississippi.  This  chain,  once  broken,  would 
leave  an  opening  of  which  the  English  would  doubtless  take  advantage 
to  get  nearer  the  silver  mines  (la  source  de  I’argent).  Many  of  their 
writings  are  full  of  this  project,  which  will  never  amount  to  anything 
but  a chimera,  if  France  retain  her  Canadian  possessions. 

” The  village  of  Sonhioto  or  Scioto  was  near  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  river  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Ohio.  The  tribe  of  savages  was  probably  the  Shawnee. 

Pierre  Frangois  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil-Cavagnal,  later  became  the  last 
governor  general  of  New  France. 

“ He  had  not  yet  left  for  France. 

* Some  changes  in  spelling  have  been  made.  It  is  also  to  be  found  in  Pa.  Arch., 
2nd  series,  VI,  109-110. 
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That  of  the  River  Oyo,  otherwise  called  the  Beautiful  River,  is  the 
most  interesting  in  this  relation.  It  rises  near  the  country  at  present 
partly  occupied  by  the  Iroquois,  runs  southwardly,  falls  into  the 
Ouabache,  and  with  that  river  into  the  Mississippi. 

This  last  has  been  discovered  by  Sieur  De  La  Salle,  who  took  pos- 
session of  it  in  the  King’s  name ; and  it  would  perhaps  today  be  full 
of  French  settlements,  had  not  the  Governors  of  Canada  been  deterred 
from  establishing  permanent  posts  there  by  the  apprehension  that  a 
contraband  trade  between  the  French  traders  and  the  English  would 
be  the  consequence. 

Neither  have  the  English  any  posts  there,  nor  did  they  come  to  that 
quarter  to  trade,  except  clandestinely,  until  the  last  war,  when  the  revolt 
of  some  neighboring  nations  against  the  Erench,^  encouraged  them  to 
come  more  boldly. 

They  have  been  summoned  since  the  peace,  to  retire,  and  if  they  do 
not  do  so,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Governor  of  Canada  will  constrain 
them  thereto  by  force,  otherwise  the  case  would  be  the  same  as  at 
Choueguen,'^®  and  this  misfortune  would  be  still  more  disastrous,  for 
a post  on  the  Beautiful  River  would  possess  more  opportunities  to  do 
damage  than  Chouaguen  alone. 

1st.  They  would  have  much  greater  opportunities  there  than  at 
Chouaguen  to  seduce  the  Indian  nations. 

2nd.  They  would  possess  more  facilities  to  interrupt  the  communica- 
tion between  Canada  and  Louisiana,  for  the  Beautiful  River  affords 
almost  the  only  route  for  the  conveyance  from  Canada  to  the  River 
Mississippi,  of  detachments  capable  of  securing  that  still  feeble  Colony 
against  the  incursions  of  the  neighboring  Indians  of  Carolina,  whom 
the  English  are  unceasingly  exciting  against  the  French. 

3rd.  If  the  English  ever  become  strong  enough  in  America  to  dare 
attempt  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  it  will  be  by  this  Beautiful  River,  which 
they  must  necessarily  descend. 

4th.  By  it  alone  will  they  also  be  able  to  attack,  with  any  considerable 
force,  and  any  hope  of  success,  the  Illinois  posts  and  all  those  which 
will  be  established  along  the  River  St.  Louis,  or  Mississippi. 

5th.  It  is,  moreover,  by  that  route  that  they  can  attack  the  post  of  the 
Miamis,  which,  again,  cuts  off  one  of  our  best  communications  with  the 
River  Mississippi,  and  involves  the  loss  of  Detroit,  an  important  post 
whereof  mention  will  be  made  hereafter. 


" Oswego. 
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The  establishment  of  some  posts  on  the  Beautiful  River  is  considered, 
then,  one  of  the  most  urgent  expenses ; but  ’tis  believed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  these  posts  will  not  acquire  any  solidity  except  so  far  as  the 
strength  of  Niagara  and  Detroit  will  be  augmented. 


DETAIL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS* 

[Provincial  Papers,  State  Archives,  XIII,  9-13] 

During  the  Spanish  and  French  War'^^  the  Indian  Trade  was  very 
considerably  enlarged  by  means  of  the  Shawanesse  Delawares  and  Six 
Nation  Indians'^^  who  from  the  quick  increase  of  the  English  in  their 
Colonies  quitted  ther  old  Places  of  Residence  for  want  of  Game  and 
Korn  and  removed  to  Allegheny.  They  were  greatly  encouraged  by 
the  Twightwees’^^  and  the  other  nations  inhabiting  beyond  the  Ohio  as 
they  drew  our  Traders  after  them.  Croghan  and  others  had  Stores  on 
the  Lake  Erie,  all  along  the  Ohio  from  Buc[?]^^  and  all  along  the 
Miami  River,  and  up  and  down  all  that  fine  Country  waterd  by  the 
branches  of  the  Miamis,  Scioto,  and  Muskinghum  Rivers,  and  upon  the 
Ohio  from  Bockaloons  an  Indian  Town  near  its  head  to  below  the 
Mouth  of  the  Miami  River  an  Extent  of  500  miles  on  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  Rivers  in  the  world,  then  they  traded  all  along  the  River [.] 

Great  quantities  of  Goods  were  vended  in  the  Towns  of  the  Twight- 
wees  at  their  own  pressing  Instances.^®  Several  Nations  Twightwees, 

* Printed  in  Pa.  Arch.,  1st  Series,  II,  233-239. 

” The  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  known  in  America  as  King  George’s  War, 
lasted  from  1740  to  1748.  Spain  and  France  were  allies  against  England  in  this 
war. 

”The  migration  of  the  Shawanesse  (Shawnees)  from  Carolina  has  already  been 
mentioned.  The  Delawares  (Loups  or  Lenape)  moved  westward  from  the  Dela- 
ware valley.  Six  Nation  Indians,  from  other  sources,  seem  to  have  come  to  the 
Ohio  more  to  exert  their  overlordship  over  these  tribes  than  because  of  white 
pressure. 

” The  Aliamis,  an  Algonquian  tribe  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  were  called  Twightwees 
by  early  English  writers. 

’‘This  is  almost  illegible.  Hanna,  Wilderness  Trail,  I,  22,  gives  it  as  “Bar.”  It 
may  be  an  abbreviation  for  Buckaloons,  the  Indian  village  at  the  mouth  of 
Brokenstraw  Creek.  That  place  is  mentioned  later  in  the  sentence  as  Bockaloons, 
but  the  sentence  is  vague  and  repetitious. 

’“Note  in  original:  “See  the  Exports  of  Skins  in  the  years  1747,  1748,  1749.” 
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Piets,  Tawas,  Piankkishaws,  and  Owendats’^®  ent[e]rd  into  an  Intimate 
Friendship  with  the  scatterd  tribes  of  Shawanese  Delawares  and  Six 
Nation  Indians  and  pressing  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  they  were  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Six  Nations  Shaweness  and  Delawares  admitted 
in  the  summer  of  17,483^ 

The  peace  was  concluded  7th  8ber  [October]  1748  at  Aix  la  Chapelle 
and  in  Nov[embe]r  Governor  Hamilton'^®  arrivd.  Care  was  taken  to 
make  the  new  Gov[erno]r  acquainted  with  the  Accession  of  the  Twight- 
wees  and  Owendats  into  the  English  Alliance  with  the  good  Disposi- 
tion of  the  Indians  towards  the  English  and  the  flourishing  State  of  the 
Indian  Trade  and  the  Great  Interest  his  Maj[es]ty  had  w[it]h  numer- 
ous Nations  of  Indians  beyond  the  Ohio. 

When  the  Indians  perceivd  by  the  French  Proceedings  and  Prepara- 
tions that  they  not  only  contended  for  a sole  and  exclusive  Trade,  but  for 
the  Possession  of  the  Country  lying  on  the  Waters  of  the  Ohio  they 
gave  us  Friendly  Notice,  entreated  us  to  build  Forts,  continue  our 
Trade  and  make  head  against  them  and  to  be  expeditious  and  resolute. 
When  they  saw  no  fruits  arising  from  their  sev[era]l  sollicitations  and 
Notices,  neither  forces,  nor  Workmen  to  help  them  to  build  Forts,  they 
nevertheless  repeated  their  Applications,  and  offered  to  join  us.  We 
heard  them  patiently  [and]  continued  to  send  small  Companies  of  un- 
armed Traders  with  great  Quantities  of  valuable  Good[s]  which  fell 
from  time  to  time  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  The  Traders  were 
seized  and  carried  Prisoners  to  Canada  without  the  least  struggle  or 
Opposition. 

The  Presents  sent  to  Logs  Town''®  shewd  our  Wealth  and  good 
Nature,  but  evidenced  at  the  same  time  the  weakness  of  our  measures. 


”The  Piets  or  Pickawillanees  were  probably  part  of  the  Miami  or  Twightwee 
tribe,  mentioned  above.  Their  town  was  on  the  site  of  Piqua,  Miami  county, 
Ohio.  The  Piankashaws  were  originally  a subtribe  of  the  Miami,  but  later  were 
a separate  tribe,  living  on  the  Wabash  river.  The  Tawas  (Ottawas)  and  the 
Owendats  (Hurons  or  Wyandots)  had  villages  along  the  shores  of  Lakes  Mich- 
igan, Huron,  and  Erie,  and  as  far  south  as  Beaver  Creek  in  Pennsylvania. 

” The  Twightwees  or  Miamis  joined  in  a conference  at  Lancaster  in  July,  1748,  and 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  English. 

™ James  Hamilton  became  governor  of  Pennsylvania  in  1748,  following  the  resig- 
nation of  George  Thomas.  Hamilton  resigned  in  1754. 

In  the  middle  of  June  1752,  a treaty  was  made  at  Logstown  between  the  Ohio 
Indians  and  the  representatives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  Christopher  Gist 
and  William  Trent. 
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since  in  consequence  of  a free  Consent  given  at  that  Treaty  by  the 
Indians  to  build  Storehouses  on  the  Ohio,  no  other  force  was  sent  than 
about  30  half  starved,  ordinary  Men,  under  a very  improper  Commander 
Capt.  Trent;®®  who  set  about  building  a small  illconstru[cte]d  house  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  Mohongialo.  The  Gov[erno]r  of  Virginia  sent  Mr. 
Washington  to  summon  the  French  Commander  on  the  River  Beef,  and 
on  his  haughty  Answer,  raised  a few  forces, — expecting  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  would  have  either  sent  men,  or  [spared?]  a large  sum 
to  inlist  such  as  woud  enter  Voluntiers,  but  found  that  instead  of  afford- 
ing Assistance  they  fell  into  Disputes  with  their  Gov[erno]r,  and  seemed 
to  espouse  the  French  claims  to  those  Countries. 

In  short  we  irritated  the  French,  dispirited  the  Indian  Allies  and 
gave  the  Enemy  by  our  weak  and  small  Efforts  such  immense  ad- 
vantages as  are  beyond  Conception. 

[Preceding  this  summary  of  the  gains  and  losses  of  the  English  in 
the  western  country  were  some  notes,  in  diary  form,  regarding  the  deal- 
ings with  the  Indians,  1752-1754,  and  the  quarrel  of  the  Governor 
with  the  Assembly.  Some  selections  are  given  here.] 

1752.  240  Indians  headed  by  2 French  Men  attackd  a Twightwee 
Village  and  killed  14  Indians  and  1 Trader  and  carried  away  5 other 
Traders. 

Message  from  a Twightwee  chief  with  an  Account  of  this  Attack. 
1752.  John  Pattin,  an  Indian  Trader,  came  from  London  26th 
Nov[embe]r  1750 — he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  at  the  Miami 
Fort — ^sent  to  old  France — released  at  the  Instance  of  Lord  Albemarle 
— sent  to  England  and  there  Examind.  At  Paris  he  sollicited  for  resti- 
tution but  without  success  being  told  his  Goods  were  confiscated  for 
trading  within  the  Limits  of  the  French. 

s): 

1752  May  22.  Gov[erno]r  by  Message  acquainted  the  house  that  the 
Country  of  Allegheny  or  [ ?]  Ohio  was  going  to  be  invaded  by  an  Army 
of  French  and  Indians,  that  the  G[overno]r  of  Canada  had  avow[e]d 
this  hostile  Invasion  before  the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations  . . . these 
Indians  had  forbid  it  asserting  their  Independency  and  the  Property 

William  Trent  had  left  the  service  of  Pennsylvania,  to  command  the  Virginian 

expedition  sent  to  build  a fort  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio. 
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of  the  Soil,  yet  the  French  would  still  persist.  [He]  set  forth  the  con- 
sequences— requested  to  be  enabled  to  assist  the  Indians. 

George  Henry,  John  Evans,  James  Devoy  Noll  [?]  Nicholson  came 
from  England.  As  they  were  trading  beyond  the  Ohio  they  were  taken 
Prisoners  by  a Number  of  French  Indians  w[i]th  a French  Man  at  their 
head,  who  carried  them  to  Quebeck  and  from  thence  sent  them  to 
Rochell  in  Old  France. 


***** 

[May]  30  i 200  given  for  Condolence  Presents  to  the  Twightwees 
and  Gov[ernor’s?]  Presents  to  the  other  Indian  Nations,  payable  to 
the  Gov[erno]r  by  the  Trustees. 

Aug[us]t  29th  Gov[erno]r  acquaints  the  House  that  he  had  sent  Mr. 
Weiser  to  Onondago,®^  intending  to  take  his  measures  from  the  Advices 
he  shoud  bring — the  French  were  on  their  March  to  the  Ohio  and  had 
dispatched  several  Parties  of  Indians  before  them. 

3|(  ^ 

1754  [The  Governor]  laid  before  the  h[ou]s[e]  14th 

Febr[uar]y  L[ette]rs  from  L[or]d  Holdernesse  of  the  28th  Aug[us]t 
1753  commanding  him  in  case  of  Encroachm[en]ts  by  an  foreign  Prince 
to  draw  forth  the  armed  force  of  the  Prov[ince]  and  repel  force  by  force. 
Indian  Trade  Bill  recommended  by  the  L[ette]rs  from  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Fort  on  Beef  River  of  the  15th  Dec[embe]r  1753 
Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre  to  Gov[erno]r  Dinwiddie  by  Col.  Washington 
sent  with  a Requisition  requiring  him  to  retire  etc.  wherein  the  Claims 
to  the  lands  along  the  Ohio  are  avowed. 

NB.  The  Assembly  in  their  Message  of  this  Date  acknowledge  the 
Gov[erno]rs  Care  in  all  Indian  affairs  and  in  all  their  other  Messages 
sent  to  Gov[erno]r  Gordon,  Gov[erno]r  Thomas  and  Gov[erno]r 
Hamilton. 

[Feb.]  20  Andrew  Montour  and  Jno.  Pattin  returned  from  Ohio. 
27  A Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Indian  Trade  Bill. 


“ Onondago  or  Onondaga  was  the  meeting  place  of  the  council  of  the  Six  Nations. 
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27  Assembly  thanks  Gov[erno]r  and  Com[missione]rs 

at  Carlisle  for  their  care  and  express  Satisfaction  w[i]th  their  conduct, 
will  bear  Expenses  of  Com[missione]rs  to  Albany,  join  w[i]th  Gov- 
[ernojr  in  Character  of  Indian  Traders. 

8 March  Assembly  resolved  that  the  Papers  and  Evidences 

sent  down  by  the  Gov[ernor]  do  not  make  it  clearly  appear  that  the 
Subjects  of  a Foreign  Prince  have  erected  Forts  within  the  undoubted 
Limits  of  this  Government.  Message  that  the  Limits  have  not  been 
ascertained  to  their  Satisfaction. 

* ♦ 5|e 

[Same  day]  Assembly  adjourns  without  granting  Supplies  and 

without  Governors  Consent  to  the  6th  May. 

April  2.  Assembly  called  by  Writs  to  meet.  Gov[erno]r  lays 

before  them  L[ette]rs  of  Gov[erno]r  Dinwiddle  and  several  other 
Papers — ^presses  for  Supplys  to  assist  Gov[erno]r  Dinwiddle. 

[April]  4 Letters  of  Gov[erno]r  De  Lancey  and  Gov[erno]r 
Shirley  laid  before  the  h[ou]s[e]  to  acquaint  them  what  was  to  be 
done  at  Albany. 

[April]  5 The  Question  put  That  a Sum  of  money  be  at  this 
time  given  to  the  Kings  use — Passed  in  the  Affirmative  18  to  16. 
Qu[estion]  put  for  £ 20,000 — In  the  Negative  25  to  8.  £ 15,000 — 
23  to  10.  £ 10,000,  negative  22  to  11.  £ 5000,  In  the  Negative 
22  to  10. 

[April]  11  £ 500  given  as  a Present  to  the  Indians  at  the  Treaty 

proposd  to  be  held  in  June  at  Albany. 

[April]  12  A Message  that  no  Sum  would  be  given  to  the  Kings 
use  proportionate  to  the  occasion — desire  to  adjourn  to  consult  their 
Constituents  to  13  May. 

Gov[erno]r  dissatisfied  w[i]th  their  Conduct  and  the 
Adjournment.  H[ou]se  altered  time  of  Adjournment  to  the  6th  May. 

May  6 Message  giving  an  Account  of  the  french  Army  of 

1000  with  18  pieces  of  Artillery  appearing  before  Trents  Fort  and  its 
Surrender  to  them  on  the  17th  Apr[il] — recommending  Union  of  the 
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Colonies.  That  he  had  sent  Mr.  Weiser  with  a respectful  Message  to 
the  Indians  living  on  the  Waters  of  the  Sasquehanna  to  be  informed  in 
what  light  the  Hostilities  of  the  French  had  been  represented  to  them 
and  w[hethe]r  any  and  what  Measures  had  been  proposed  to  them  in 
relation  thereto. 

o r • 1 r 20,000 

May  o yu[estionsj  put  for  / 15  000  given  to  the 

Kings  Use.  No’s  24  and  23  to  8 and  10.  £ 10,000  granted  17  to  15. 
on  an  Excise  for  10  years  which  Gov[erno]r  woud  not  assent  to  and 
thereupon  the  house  came  to  scandalous  and  abusive  Resolves. 

Assembly  adjourned  to  the  19th  Aug[us]t. 

18  May  Gov[erno]r  demanded  Copy  of  Minutes  w[hi]ch  were 

ordered  to  be  printed  and  then  and  not  before  a Copy  was  ordered 
to  be  given  to  the  Gov[erno]r. 

June  Congress  held  at  Albany  from  19th  June  to  August  6. 

[August  6]  Assembly  was  called  by  Writ  to  meet  today. 

Speech  giving  an  Account  of  Col  [one]  1 Washing- 
tons Defeat  3 July  and  Capitulation.  Gov[erno]r  presses  Supplies. 
Half  King  and  other  considerable  Indians  retire  into  this  Province. 
Petitions  from  Cumberland  and  Lancaster  County  for  Protection,  Arms 
and  Ammunition.  [Governor]  recommends  to  the  h[ouse]  to  consider 
the  defenceless  State  of  the  Province  and  provide  Means  for  Security. 
Lays  before  them  Minutes  of  the  Congress  at  Albany  whereby  it  appears 
that  the  Lands  on  the  River  Ohio  do  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
Nations  and  have  been  put  under  the  Protection  of  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. The  Proceedings  of  the  French  have  never  received  Countenance 
or  Approbation  from  the  Six  Nations.  Com[missione]rs  drew  up  a 
Representation  of  the  present  State  of  the  Colonies  and  a Plan  of  a 
general  Union  both  w[hi]ch  [the]  Gov[erno]r  recomends. 

1754 

August  9 Qu[estion]  put  [that]  £ 20,000  shoud  be  given  to 
the  Kings  use.  Past  in  the  Negative — 21  to  !!....£  15,000 
Past  in  the  negative,  20  to  12.  Resolved  that  £ 10,000  be  given  to  the 
Kings  Use. 
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Provision  voted  for  the  maintenance  of  such  Indians 
as  have  taken  Refuge  in  this  Province. 

August  12  Question  put — [that]  the  sum  given  to  the  Kings 
Use  shoud  be  enlarged  to  £ 20,000.  Past  in  the  Negative  20  to  13. 

Question  [put  that]  £ 15,000  [be  given.]  Past  in  the 
Affirmative  25  to  8. 

August  13  Bill  for  striking  the  Sum  of  £ 35,000  in  Bills  of 
Credit®^  and  giving  £ 15,000  thereof  to  the  Kings  Use  sent  up  to  the 
Gov[erno]r. 

Bill  rejected  by  the  Gov[erno]r  for  reasons  formerly 
assigned  and  mentiones  that  a new  Gov[erno]r  may  be  soon  expected. 

Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies  referrd  to  the 
cons[ideratio]n  of  the  next  succeeding  Assembly. 

October  15  Mr.  Morris  the  New  Governors  first  speech  recom- 
mends the  State  of  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  the  neighboring  Provinces 
to  the  Cons[ideratio]n  of  the  h[ouse]. 

Address  of  Assembly — They  were  in  hopes  to  have 
receivd  Instructions  from  the  Crown  how  to  conduct  themselves  on 
occasion  of  French  Encroachm[en]ts.  L[etter]  of  E[arl]  of  Flolder- 
nesse  of  the  2d  Aug[us]t  1753  is  the  only  Rule  for  their  Governm[en]t. 
Adjourn  as  it  is  not  the  usual  time  for  doing  Business  to  2d  Dec[embe]r. 
Dec[embe]r  3d  Governors  Speech  to  the  Assembly.  He  lays  be- 
fore the  House  a L[etter]  from  Sir  Tho[mas]  Robinson  5 July,  con- 
veying his  Maj[es]ties  express  Commands  not  only  to  act  vigorously 
in  the  defence  of  his  Government  but  to  be  aiding  his  Maj[es]ties  other 
Colonies  to  repel  hostile  Attempts.  Observes  that  the  Kings  Ministers 
were  on  the  5 July  only  informd  of  the  French  having  driven  some  of 
the  Virginia  forces  from  Mohongealo  and  were  erecting  a Fort  there 
— and  that  many  things  had  happened  since  that  have  put  our  Affairs 
on  the  Frontiers  in  a very  bad  Situation,  much  worse  than  they  can 
imagine.  French  have  1000  regular  Troops  at  their  Fort  at  Mohon- 
gealo, and  an  additional  Number  of  Cannon.  Indians  have  removd  to 


This  measure  would  today  be  described  as  inflation  of  the  currency.  The  Assem- 
bly was  taking  advantage  of  the  situation  to  force  such  a bill  through. 
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Canada  others  are  neutral  while  the  few  who  continue  friends  dare 
not  be  active  and  will  give  up  our  Cause  if  not  protected.  Uses  many- 
good  Argum[en]ts  to  induce  them  to  grant  Supplies. 


^ 


[Dec.]  5 Resolved — ^to  give  £ 20,000  to  the  Kings  Use  on 

an  Extension  of  the  Excise  for  10  years. 


>{( 


Message  from  the  H[ouse]  that  the  Treatment  our 
Indian  Allies  have  always  receivd  from  this  Province  has  great  weight 
with  them  and  that  we  have  a large  Share  in  their  Affections.  . . , 


5^  ^ 


=1= 


11.  THE  FRENCH  FORTIFY  THE  ALLEGHENY  VALLEY 


The  military  occupation  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Ohio  valley  was  delayed  until  the  Marquis  Duquesne  assumed  the 
governorship  of  New  France.  The  previous  governor,  Marquis  de  la 
Jonquiere,  died  before  he  could  take  any  positive  action,  while  the 
Canadian-born  Baron  de  Longueuil,  acting  governor  in  the  interval, 
was  opposed  to  such  a move.  Canadians  felt  that  this  would  stir  up 
the  Iroquois,  destroy  the  fur  trade,  and  ruin  the  colony. 

French  imperialism  prevailed  over  the  caution  of  the  colonials.  The 
new  governor  reached  Canada  in  the  summer  of  1752,  with  instructions 
to  send  an  expedition  to  the  Ohio  Valley.  Several  forts  were  to  be 
built  at  strategic  points,  to  maintain  control.  Duquesne’s  selection  of 
officers  for  the  expedition  was  narrowed  by  the  general  opposition  in 
the  colony;  but  the  men  chosen  seemed,  from  their  previous  experi- 
ence, to  be  well  fitted  for  this  exacting  service.  Marin,  a hardened 
veteran  officer,  was  commander ; Pean,  second  in  command ; and  Le 
Mercier,  engineer. 

Franqois  Bigot,  the  corrupt  but  able  intendant,  had  already  begun  to 
prepare  supplies  and  transportation  for  the  campaign.  Bateaux  and 
canoes  were  being  built.  The  service  of  supply,  for  provisions,  ammuni- 
tion, equipment,  and  Indian  goods,  was  well  planned.  A storehouse 
would  be  ready  at  Chautauqua  Creek  on  Lake  Erie,  when  the  expedi- 
tion reached  that  point. 

Early  in  1753,  the  expedition  left  Montreal.  The  letters  and  docu- 
ments tell  the  story  of  the  shift  from  Chautauqua  to  Presque  Isle,  the 
building  of  Forts  Presque  Isle  and  Le  Boeuf,  the  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  the  troops,  the  seizure  of  English  traders,  and 
the  disappointment  and  death  of  Marin. 

The  enthusiasm  and  energy  which  characterized  the  beginning  of 
the  undertaking  were  dulled  by  the  hardships  and  difficulties  endured 
in  this  remote  wilderness.  The  following  year,  however,  saw  the  effort 
continued.  An  expedition  led  by  Contrecoeur  resulted  in  the  building 
of  Fort  Duquesne,  and  of  a smaller  post  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek. 
By  the  end  of  1754,  French  dominion  over  the  Allegheny  Valley  seemed 
firmly  established. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTERS 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 98,  f.  23] 


Oct.  21,  1752 
M.  Duquesne 
Crosses  of  St.  Louis 
to  be  distributed. 


Monseigneur, 

Although  Sieur  Marin,”  who  commands  the  detachment  I am  send- 
ing to  the  Belle  Riviere,  has  a zeal  for  the  service  that  has  no  need  of 
encouragement,  I have  promised  him  that  I should  have  the  honor  to 
ask  you  for  a Cross  of  St.  Louis,  as  a just  reward  for  forty  years  of 
service  very  well  discharged. 

I have  given  the  same  hope  to  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur,®  who  commands 
at  Niagara,  and  who  is  a very  superior  officer,  in  order  to  speed  up  all 
the  work  that  must  be  done  on  his  portage  and  at  the  ChatacSoin'^  port- 
age, on  which  the  success  of  my  project  depends. 

Sieur  Pean,®  second  in  command  to  Sieur  Marin  and  acting  as  major 
of  the  troops,  deserves  this  decoration.  In  his  organization  he  has 
brought  to  my  notice  so  much  ability  that  I should  not  know  where 
to  find  a better  man  for  the  administration  of  this  force,  and  for  the 
proper  accomplishment  of  the  important  objectives  which  I explain  in 
the  plan  which  I have  the  honor  to  send  you. 

If,  up  to  the  present,  I have  administered  only  punishment  in  order 
to  regulate  and  bring  the  service  to  the  proper  standard  it  should  have, 

‘ The  Marquis  Duquesne  de  Menneville  was  appointed  Governor  General  of  New 
France  in  1752,  after  La  Jonquiere’s  death.  Baron  de  Longueuil  served  as  gov- 
ernor until  his  arrival.  Duquesne  was  recalled  in  1755.  Antoine  Louis  Rouille, 
Count  de  Jouy,  succeeded  Maurepas  as  minister  of  the  marine,  April  26,  1749. 

’ Chevalier  Pierre  Paul  Marin,  sixty-three  years  of  age,  was  a captain  of  infantry 
and  a veteran  in  wilderness  service. 

“ Pierre  Claude  de  Contrecoeur,  commander  in  chief  of  Forts  Duquesne,  Presque 
Isle  and  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf,  in  1754.  Fie  had  been  second  in  command  on 
Celoron’s  expedition  in  1749. 

‘ The  portage  to  Lake  Chautauqua. 

' Michel  Jean  Flugues  Pean,  a wealthy  military  officer  in  much  favor  with  the 
governors  of  New  France. 
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I beg  of  you,  Monseigneur,  that  you  will  not  refuse  the  reward  I ask 
for  those  who  deserve  it. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne 

Quebec,  Oct.  21,  1752. 


BIGOT*  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat,  C”  A 98,  f.  269] 


Oct.  26,  1752 

Monseigneur, 

I am  replying  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
July  tenth  by  the  vessel  St.  Maudet,  which  we  had  dispatched  to  you, 
and  which  returned  the  eighth  of  this  month. 

By  it  we  received  600  quarts  of  flour  and  100  kettles  which  I had 
had  the  honor  to  ask  you  for.  I immediately  sent  them  to  Montreal. 
The  flour  served  to  supply  our  forts ; without  this  help,  their  garrisons 
would  have  suffered  during  the  winter.  What  I had  transported  by 
the  consignment  of  S.  Gradis  was  not  sufficient ; the  mills  still  having 
no  water  at  all  prevented  me  from  sending  any  of  the  new  harvest 
from  there. 

I see.  Monseigneur,  that  you  did  not  approve  of  the  decision  made 
by  M.  de  Longueuil,  to  send  a detachment  of  400  men  to  the  Miamis 
during  the  summer,  to  winter  there  while  waiting  for  a reinforcement 
of  five  or  six  hundred  men,  who  would  have  gone  to  join  them  by  way 
of  the  Belle  Riviere  in  the  springtime.  Lack  of  provisions  for  this  de- 
tachment’s journey  prevented  it  from  setting  out  in  July;  but  I had 
everything  that  was  necessary  for  it  taken  to  Detroit  in  May  and  June, 
which  cost  a great  deal,  both  for  provisions  bought  at  an  excessive  price 
and  for  transportation. 

* Francois  Bigot,  the  fourteenth  and  last  intendant  of  New  France,  was  appointed 
in  1748.  According  to  Parkman,  he  was  “the  most  accomplished  knave  in  Canada, 
yet  indispensable  for  his  vigor  and  executive  skill.” 
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The  plan  of  M.  de  Longueuil  was,  in  fact,  to  subdue  the  rebel  Miamis 
and  to  leave  the  Belle  Riviere  at  peace,  having  a special  respect  and 
consideration  for  the  Iroquois  who  dwell  there.  When  these  gentle- 
men, however,  had  read  in  the  government  papers,  after  the  Marquis 
de  La  Jonquiere’s  death,  a somewhat  sharp  letter  which  you  wrote  to 
that  General  in  which  it  appeared  that  you  wished  very  strongly  for  the 
English  to  be  chased  away,  they  said  that  could  be  done  in  the  future, 
but  for  the  present  it  was  necessary  to  pacify  the  upper  country.  I had 
pointed  out  to  them  very  often  and  always  without  avail,  before  they 
had  read  this  letter,  that  the  Belle  Riviere  was  the  source  of  all  the 
troubles  which  prevailed  among  the  savages ; that  the  English  ruled 
and  traded  in  a land  which  belonged  to  France,  and  whose  possession 
was  necessary  to  us  for  our  communication  with  the  Mississippi.  The 
Governor  answered  very  sharply  that  the  English  were  trading  there 
before  us;  that  it  was  not  just  to  chase  them  out;  that  at  most  the  river 
belonged  to  the  Iroquois ; and  that  we  had  only  to  supply  all  their  needs, 
as  the  English  were  doing,  for  these  last  to  withdraw  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, when  they  saw  they  could  not  earn  a living  there.  I was,  I must 
say.  Monseigneur,  surprised  and  startled  by  this  reply,  and  I assured 
him  firmly  that  I understood  that  the  Belle  Riviere  belonged  to  France, 
and  that  the  King  had  renewed  his  claim  for  it  three  years  ago. 

You  have  fortunately  sent  out  a general,  for  if  the  government  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  these  gentlemen  for  another  year,  Canadian  politics 
would  have  prevailed  and  no  one  would  have  been  forgotten.  Wars 
with  the  savages  would  have  occurred  as  often  as  possible.  For  this 
reason  there  would  have  been  immense  expense  in  the  upper  country, 
as  each  war  would  have  produced  bills  beyond  what  these  forays  would 
have  legitimately  incurred. 

The  OutaSas  have  themselves  subdued  the  rebel  Miamis  before  they 
became  concerned  about  it.  Thus,  no  further  action  is  needed,  except 
to  maintain  them  in  their  loyalty  by  kindness  and  threats,  and  to  win 
back,  likewise,  the  other  tribes  which  seemed  attached  to  them. 

The  Marquis  Duquesne  has  this  opinion,  and  on  his  arrival  he  seemed 
to  be  well  informed  in  all  respects  about  the  colony’s  affairs.  For  my 
part,  I told  him  everything  I knew  about  it.  He  is  very  zealous  for  the 
service  and  the  King’s  interests,  for  which  reason  he  should  do  a good 
job. 
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When  we  received  your  last  letters  on  the  8th  of  this  rhonth,  the 
general  was  already  informed  concerning  matters  relating  to  the  Belle 
Riviere,  and  his  plans  were  already  made  to  chase  away  the  English. 

To  accomplish  this,  it  is  necessary  to  send  2000  Frenchmen  with  200 
of  our  domiciliated  savages  to  this  river  by  way  of  the  Chatakoui[n] 
portage  in  the  spring;  to  build  a store  house  at  the  lower  end  of  this 
portage  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  another  at  the  end  of  this  same 
portage  on  Lake  Chatakoiiin ; likewise,  to  make  a fort  at  La  Faille 
Coupee’^  where  M.  de  Joncaire  is  located,  another  at  the  Written  Rock® 
or  at  Chiningue,®  and  a third  at  Sonhioto.  The  garrisons  of  these  forts 
will  be  taken  from  the  2000  men;  the  remainder  will  go  to  spend  the 
winter  with  the  Illinois,  if  they  see  they  will  be  unable  to  reach  Montreal 
in  the  fall,  which  seemingly  will  not  be  possible,  since  the  200  men  who 
made  this  same  journey  3 years  ago,  and  who  had  no  fort  to  build,  had 
great  difficulty  reaching  Montreal  in  the  first  days  of  November. 

To  transport  successfully  this  number  of  men  with  provisions  and 
ammunition  for  the  campaign,  and  a year’s  supplies  for  these  forts,  I am 
having  nearly  a hundred  batteaux  built  at  Quebec,  which,  together  with 
the  128  bark  canoes,  will  carry  them  as  far  as  Fort  Frontenac.  A part 
will  embark  in  the  3 barks  of  this  post  to  go  to  Niagara  and  the  others 
will  go  there  in  the  bark  canoes  and  batteaux.^® 

From  Niagara,  this  detachment  will  pass  to  Chatakouin  in  15  or  20 
batteaux  which  I am  having  made  at  the  end  of  the  Niagara  portage. 
They  will  also  use  the  bark  canoes  which  brought  them  from  Fort 
Frontenac  and  which  they  will  carry  over  this  portage. 

When  they  reach  Chatakouin,  they  will  find  two  storehouses  already 
finished,  or  nearly  so,  in  which  to  deposit  the  provisions  and  munitions 
which  they  have  brought  with  them.  Two  or  three  hundred  pirogues 
will  also  be  there  for  descending  the  Belle  Riviere.  This  all  will  be 

’La  Faille  Coupee  (Cut  Straw)  or  Buckaloons  was  an  Indian  village  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Allegheny  river  at  the  mouth  of  Brokenstraw  creek,  at  Irvine,  six 
miles  below  the  present  town  of  Warren,  Pa. 

* The  name  applied  by  Celoron  to  the  Indian  village  where  McKees  Rocks,  Alle- 
gheny County,  now  stands. 

“ Chiningue  or  Shenango  is  a name  applied  to  several  Indian  settlements : (1)  Logs- 
town  (near  Ambridge,  Pa.)  ; (2)  Kanaouangon  (at  Warren,  Pa.)  ; (3)  on  the 
Big  Beaver  near  Kuskuski;  (4)  an  Iroquois  town  on  the  Chenango  river  in  New 
York  state.  The  first  is  probably  the  one  referred  to. 

In  original : “Note  that  I have  sent  some  carpenters  to  Fort  Frontenac  to  build 
a third  bark  there,  as  there  are  only  two  of  them  at  the  present  time.” 
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done  by  a detachment  of  300  to  350  men  taken  from  the  corps  of  the 
2000.  They  will  be  sent  ahead  by  land  to  Niagara  during  the  winter. 
If  enough  pirogues  have  not  been  made  at  Chatakouin,  the  portage  will 
be  made  with  the  bark  canoes  necessary  to  make  up  the  number  of  con- 
veyances. 

Moreover,  100  men  from  the  2000  will  be  kept  at  Niagara  to  man  20 
canoes  which  will  carry  provisions  and  munitions  to  Detroit,  both  for 
the  garrison  and  for  the  return  of  this  detachment  in  the  same  autumn 
or  in  the  spring  of  1754.  These  canoes  will  remain  at  Detroit  to  wait 
for  it,  and  M.  de  Celoron  will  send  back  to  Montreal  those  which  were 
brought  to  him,  if  he  learns  that  this  party  is  to  winter  with  the  Illinois. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  might  wish  very  strongly  to  surprise  the 
English  traders  in  their  posts,  in  order  to  seize  and  plunder  them;  but 
it  will  be  very  difficult  to  avoid  forewarning  them,  since  M.  Duquesne 
wished  to  take  possession  of  this  river  with  forces  which  the  Iroquois 
tribe  will  respect,  and  to  begin  building  a fort  at  the  entrance.  Like- 
wise, we  could  not  dispense  with  making  pirogues  on  the  Chatakouin 
portage;  these  are  the  most  suitable  conveyances.  The  workmen  of 
Canada,  in  two  years,  could  not  furnish  the  number  of  bark  canoes 
which  this  detachment  would  need  both  to  descend  this  river  and  to  go 
to  Detroit  on  the  return.  Moreover,  the  savages  who  used  to  make 
many  of  them  formerly,  apply  themselves  solely  to  ginseng.^^  Undoubt- 
edly, this  work  on  the  portage  will  forewarn  the  English  traders  of  the 
arrival  of  the  French,  but  perhaps  they  will  wait  as  they  did  three  years 
ago  for  the  detachment  sent  by  M.  de  La  Galissoniere. 

The  Marquis  Duquesne,  as  he  told  me,  has  the  honor  to  relate  to  you 
in  detail  his  plans,  orders,  and  instructions  that  he  will  give  to  M. 
Marin,  the  commander  of  this  party.  He  chose  him  for  his  reputation 
as  the  most  f^red  and  respected  by  the  savage  tribes,  and  for  having 
the  most  experience  and  authority.  For  major,  he  gave  him  M.  Pean 
as  the  most  capable  officer  that  he  had  in  the  colony. 

I am  now  working  to  do  everything  that  concerns  my  office  in  the 
execution  of  this  project.  This  year  I am  sending  to  Niagara  a large 
part  of  what  is  necessary ; it  will  cost  a great  deal. 

It  is  necessary.  Monseigneur,  to  equip  these  2200  men  with  caps, 
coats,  shirts,  braguets,  leggings,  shoes,  arms,  muskets,  tobacco  and  other 


^ Ginseng  was  an  herb  with  medicinal  properties,  gathered  by  Indians  and  sold  to 
the  French.  The  plant  almost  became  extinct  because  of  this  trade. 
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needs,  without  counting  their  provisions  for  the  campaign,  transport 
boats,  and  endless  other  items  of  expense.  Forts  and  storehouses  must 
also  be  built,  and  supplied  for  a year,  both  for  the  garrisons’  needs  and 
for  trade  with  the  savages.  By  that  you  can  judge  the  expenses  which 
this  expedition  will  incur. 

This  party  will  use  up  a great  deal  of  the  colony’s  provisions,  which 
makes  me  renew  my  entreaties  begging  you  to  send  us  flour  and  pork  for 
the  beginning  of  May,  as  we  have  had  the  honor  to  ask  you.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  flour  arrive  by  that  time,  because  I foresee 
that  Quebec  will  be  short  by  that  time  and  that  there  will  be  great  dis- 
tress. Moreover,  we  need  some  to  send  to  Niagara  in  the  summer  for 
provisioning  our  forts  in  the  spring  of  1754. 

You  may  be  surprised.  Monseigneur,  that  such  an  important  opera- 
tion should  be  made  in  a year  when  provisions  will  not  be  abundant. 
The  Marquis  Duquesne  thought  it  wise  to  take  advantage  of  the  im- 
pression which  his  arrival  made  upon  the  Iroquois,  who  seem  to  fear 
him.  I do  not  know  the  reason  too  well,  but  it  is  certain  that  they  think 
the  same.  He  also  wishes  to  prevent  by  our  establishments  any  which 
might  be  made  there  by  the  English,  and  it  is  this  last  item  which  has 
made  him  decide  to  have  forts  built  there,  together  with  the  desire  he 
has  told  me  you  have,  that  firm  possession  be  taken  of  this  river.  For 
myself,  I do  not  see  a better  way  of  succeeding  there  than  the  one  he  is 
following. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

Bigot 

Quebec,  Oct.  26,  1752. 


DEPOSITION  OF  STEPHEN  COFFEN* 

[Provincial  Record,  M,  304-307] 

[January  10,  1754] 

Stephen  Coffen  of  full  Age  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  the  French  and  Indians  of  Canada  at  Menis 


* Printed  in  Pa.  Arch.,  2nd  Series,  VI,  194-198. 
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in  the  Year  1747,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Noble, from  whence 
he  was  brought  to  an  Indian  Village  called  Actagouche,^'*  about  Fifteen 
Leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Chebucta,  where  he  was  kept  three  Weeks 
Prisoner;  from  thence  was  carried  to  a French  Settlement  called  Beau- 
basin,  where  -the  French  had  a Wooden  Fort  then  garrisoned  with 
Twenty  Five  Men,  remained  there  Two  Months;  from  thence  they  took 
him  to  Gaspey,^*  a considerable  Fishing  Place  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  near  to  the  Entrance  of  the  River ; there  are  about  Three 
Hundred  Families  settled  there ; they  kept  him  there  working  near 
Four  Years ; then  he  was  brought  to  a Place  called  Ramouski^®  inhabited 
by  about  Twenty  Five  French  Families,  from  which  Place  he  sailed 
two  Years  to  and  from  Quebec,  in  a Sloop  carrying  Beaver  and  Furrs, 
Salmon,  &ca.  to  Quebec,  and  in  return  brought  back  Brandy  Dry  Goods, 
&ca.  During  the  time  of  the  Deponents  residing  at  Quebec,  he  says,  it 
was  commonly  talked  or  reported,  that  they,  the  French,  intended  to 
settle  as  many  Families  as  they  could  to  the  Westward,  to  make  up  for 
the  Loss  of  Two  of  their  Towns  sunk  in  the  West  Indies  by  an  Earth- 
quake. The  Deponent  further  saith,  that  the  Navigation  up  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  is  very  dangerous,  particularly  so  at  the  Isle  aux  Coudres, 
and  the  Isle  Orleans,  the  North  Side  of  the  former  is  the  best  Naviga- 
tion, the  South  Side  being  very  rapid  and  rocky,  and  the  Channel  not 
above  Two  Hundred  Yards  wide,  about  six  Eathom  Water,  whereas 
in  the  North  Channel  there  is  Eifteen  Eathom;  at  the  North  East  End 
of  the  latter  begins  Two  Sand  Banks,  which  extend  a League  down  said 
River,  the  Channel  is  between  both  Banks,  and  pretty  near  the  Middle 
of  the  River,  from  thence  to  the  Town  of  Quebec  good  Navigation, 
being  Eifteen  Fathom  all  the  Way.  The  Deponent  says  there  is  no 
Possibility  of  going  up  said  River  without  the  Tide  serves,  or  a strong 
North  East  Wind,  especially  at  the  Two  aforementioned  Islands.  In 
September  1752  the  Deponent  was  in  Quebec,  and  endeavouring  to 
agree  with  some  Indians,  to  convey  him  to  his  own  Country,  New  Eng- 
land, which  the  Indians  acquainted  the  Governor  of,  who  immediately 
ordered  him  to  Gaol,  where  he  lay  three  Months ; at  the  time  of  his  Re- 
leasment  the  French  were  preparing  for  a March  to  Belle  Riviere,  or 

“ A New  England  force  under  Noble  was  overpowered  at  Minas  or  Grand  Pre  in 

Acadia  (Nova  Scotia),  Feb.  11,  1747. 

Restigouche. 

“ Gaspe. 

“ Rimouski.  ' 
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Ohio,  when  he  offered  his  Service,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Governor 
General  Le  Caind®  He  the  said  General  setting  out  for  Mont  Real 
about  the  Third  of  January  1753,  to  view  and  forward  the  Forces,  the 
Deponent  applied  to  Major  Ramsay^’  for  Liberty  to  go  with  the  Army 
to  Ohio,  who  told  him  he  would  ask  the  Lieutenant  de  Ruoy,^®  who 
agreed  to  it,  upon  which  he  was  equipped  as  a Soldier,  and  sent  with  a 
Detachment  of  Three  Hundred  Men  to  Montreal,  under  the  Command 
of  Monsieur  Babeer,^®  who  set  off  immediately  with  said  Command  by 
Land  and  Ice,  for  Lake  Erie;  they  in  their  Way  stopped  a couple  of 
Days  to  refresh  themselves  at  Cadarahqui  Fort;  also  at  Taranto^®  on 
the  North  Side  of  Lake  Ontario;  then  at  Niagara  Fort  Fifteen  Days; 
from  thence  set  off  by  Water  being  April,  and  arrived  at  Chadakoin  on 
Lake  Erie,®^  where  they  were  ordered  to  fell  Timber  and  prepare  it  for 
building  a Fort  there  according  to  the  Governors  Instructions  but  Mr 
Morang®®  coming  up  wdth  Five  Hundred  and  Twenty  Indians,  put  a 
Stop  to  the  erecting  a Fort  at  that  Place,  by  reason  of  his  not  liking 
the  Situation,  and  the  River  of  Chadakoins  being  too  shallow  to  carry 
any  Craft  with  provisions  &ca.  to  Belle  Riviere.  The  Deponent  says 
there  arose  a warm  Debate  between  Messieurs  Babeer  and  Morang 
thereon,  the  First  insisting  on  building  a Fort  there,  agreeable  to  his 
Instructions,  otherwise  on  Morangs  giving  him  an  Instrument  in  writ- 
ing to  satisfy  the  Governor  in  that  point,  which  Morang  did,  and  then 
ordered  Monsieur  [Le]  Mercie,  who  was  both  Commissary  and  En- 
gineer, to  go  along  said  Lake,  and  look  for  a good  Situation,  which  he 
found,  and  returned  in  three  Days,  it  being  Fifteen  Leagues  to  the 
South  West  of  Chadakoin;  they  were  then  all  ordered  to  repair  thither, 
when  they  arrived,  there  were  about  Twenty  Indians  fishing  in  the 
Lake,  who  immediately  quit  it  on  seeing  the  French;  they  fell  to  Work 
and  built  a square  Fort  of  Chesnut  Logs  squared  and  lap[ped]  over 
each  other  to  the  Height  of  Fifteen  Feet,  it  is  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  square,  a Log  House  in  each  Square,  a Gate  to  the  Southward 
and  another  to  the  Northward,  not  one  Port  Hole  cut  in  any  Part  of  it; 

“ The  Marquis  Duquesne. 

” Probably  Ramezay. 

“ Lieutenant  de  Roy,  or  King’s  Lieutenant. 

Boishebert. 

“ Toronto. 

” Chautauqua  on  Lake  Erie  was  Barcelona  Harbor,  near  Westfield,  N.  Y. 

” Marin. 
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when  finished  they  called  it  Fort  La  Briske  Isle}^  The  Indians  who 
came  from  Canada  with  them  returned  very  much  out  of  Temper,  owing, 
as  it  was  said  among  the  Army,  to  Morang’s  dogged  Behaviour  and  ill 
Usage  of  them  '(but  they  the  Indians  said  at  Oswego,  it  was  owing  to 
the  French’s  misleading  of  them,  by  telling  them  Falshoods,  which 
they  said  they  had  now  found  out)  and  left  them.  As  soon  as  the  Fort 
was  finished,  they  marched  Southward  cutting  a Waggon  Road  through 
a fine  level  Country  twenty  one  Miles  to  the  River  aux  Boeufs.^^  (leav- 
ing Captain  Derponteney®®  with  a hundred  Men  to  garrison  the  Fort  La 
Briske  Isle)  they  fell  to  work  cutting  Timber  Boards  &ca.  for  another 
Fort,"®  while  Mr.  Morang  ordered  Monsieur  Bite^’  with  Fifty  Men  to 
go  to  a Place  called  by  the  Indians  Ganagarahhare,^®  on  the  Banks  of 
Belle  Riviere,  where  the  River  aux  Boeufs  empties  into  it : in  the  mean- 
time Morang  had  Ninety  large  Boats  or  Battoes  made  to  carry  down 
the  Baggage  and  provisions  &ca.  to  said  Place ; Monsieur  Bite  on  com- 
ing to  said  Indian  Place,  was  asked  what  he  wanted  or  intended.  He 
upon  answering,  it  was  their  Father  the  Governor  of  Canada’s  Inten- 
tion to  Build  a Trading  House  for  their  and  all  their  Brethrens  Con- 
veniency,  was  told  by  the  Indians  that  the  Lands  were  theirs,  and  they 
would  not  have  them  build  upon  it ; the  said  Monsieur  Bite  returning, 
met  Two  Englishmen,  Traders,  with  their  Horses  and  Goods,  whom 
they  bound  and  brought  Prisoners  to  Morang,  who  ordered  them  to 
Canada  in  Irons,  the  said  Bite  reported  to  Morang,  the  situation  was 
good,  but  the  Water  in  the  River  aux  Boeuf  too  low  at  that  time  to 
carry  down  any  Craft  with  Provisions  &ca.  A few  Days  after  the  De- 
ponent says,  that  about  one  hundred  Indians,  called  by  the  French  the 

Fort  Presque  Isle  was  located  west  of  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  a little  east  of 
the  foot  of  Parade  Street,  in  the  city  of  Erie. 

“ Le  Boeuf  Creek  and  French  Creek  below  its  junction  with  that  stream  were  called 
La  Riviere  aux  Boeufs.  French  Creek  above  that  point  had  another  name. 
Riviere  a la  Fourche. 

“ Repentigny. 

The  site  of  Fort  Le  Boeuf  is  now  marked  by  the  statue  of  George  Washington,  in 
Waterford,  Pa. 

” Probably  Benoist. 

Venango,  now  Franklin,  Pa. 
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Loos/'’  came  to  the  Fort  La  Riviere  aux  Boeuf/®  to  see  what  the 
French  were  doing,  that  Monsieur  Morang  treated  them  very  kindly, 
and  then  asked  them  to  carry  down  some  stores  &ca.  to  the  Belle  Riviere 
on  Horseback  for  Payment,  which  he  immediately  advanced  them  on 
their  undertaking  to  do  it ; they  set  off  with  full  Loads,  but  never  de- 
livered them  to  the  French,  which  incensed  them  very  much,  being  not 
only  a Loss,  but  a great  Disappointment.  Morang,  a Man  of  a very 
peevish  cholerick  Disposition,  meeting  with  those  and  other  Crosses, 
and  finding  the  Season  of  the  Year  too  far  advanced,  to  build  the  Third 
Fort,  called  all  his  officers  together,  and  told  them,  that  as  he  had  en- 
gaged, and  firmly  promised  the  Governor  to  finish  the  Three  Forts  that 
Season,  and  not  being  able  to  fulfil  the  same,  was  both  affraid  and 
ashamed  to  return  to  Canada,  being  sensible  he  had  now  forfeited  the 
Governors  Favour  forever:  wherefore  rather  than  live  in  Disgrace  he 
begged  they  would  take  him  (as  he  then  sat  in  a Carriage  made  for  him, 
being  very  sick  some  time)  and  seat  him  in  the  middle  of  the  Fort,  and 
then  set  Fire  to  it,  and  let  him  perish  in  the  Flames ; which  was  re- 
jected by  the  Officers,  who  (the  Deponent  says)  had  not  the  least 
Regard  for  him,  as  he  had  behaved  very  ill  to  them  all  in  general. 
The  Deponent  further  saith,  that  about  eight  Days  before  he  left  the 
Fort  La  Briske  Isle,  Chevalier  Le  Crake®^  arrived  Express  from  Canada 
in  a Birch  Canoe,  worked  by  Ten  men,  with  Orders  (as  the  Deponent 
afterwards  heard)  from  the  Governor  Le  Cain  to  Morang  to  make  all 
the  Preparation  possible  against  the  Spring  of  the  Year,  to  build  then 
Two  Forts  at  Chadokoin,  one  of  them  by  Lake  Erie,  the  other  at  the 
End  of  the  Carrying  Place  at  Lake  Chadokoin,  which  Carrying  Place 
is  Fifteen  Miles  from  one  Lake  to  the  other;  the  said  Chevalier  brought 
for  Monsieur  Morang,  a Cross  of  Saint  Louis,  which  the  Rest  of  the 
Officers  would  not  allow  him  to  take,  until  the  Governor  was  acquainted 
of  his  Conduct  and  Behaviour : the  Chevalier  returned  immediately  to 
Canada.  After  which  the  Deponent  saith  when  the  Fort  La  Riviere  aux 
Boeuf  was  finished  (which  is  built  of  Wood  stockadoed  Triangularwise, 
and  has  two  Log  Houses  in  the  inside)  Mons  Morang  ordered  all  the 

'“The  Delaware  or  Lenape  Indians  were  called  Loups  (Wolves)  by  the  French. 

Originally  located  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  they  moved  westward  into  the  upper 

Ohio  valley  as  they  were  crowded  out  of  their  original  home.  One  of  their  clans 

was  called  the  Wolf,  which  explains  the  French  name. 

Fort  de  la  Riviere  aux  Boeufs  was  the  full  name  of  French  Fort  Le  Boeuf. 

Not  identified. 
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Party  to  return  to  Canada  for  the  Winter  Season,  except  Three  Hun- 
dred men,  which  he  kept  to  garrison  both  Forts,  and  prepare  Materials 
against  the  spring  for  the  building  other  Forts,  he  also  sent  Jean 
Coeur^-  an  Officer  and  Interpreter  to  stay  the  Winter  among  the  In- 
dians on  Ohio,  in  order  to  prevail  with  them  not  only  to  allow  the 
building  Forts  on  their  Lands,  but  also  persuade  them,  if  possible,  to 
join  the  French  Interest  against  the  English.  The  Deponent  further 
saith,  that  on  the  twenty  eighth  of  October  last,  he  set  off  for  Canada 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Deman, who  had  the  Command  of 
twenty  two  Battoes,  with  twenty  Men  in  each  Battoe ; the  Remainder 
being  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  Men  followed  in  a few  days,  the 
thirtieth  arrived  at  Chadakoin,  where  they  staid  four  Days,  during  which 
Time  Monsieur  Peon®'*  with  Two  Hundred  Men,  cut  a Wagon  Road 
over  the  Carrying  Place  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Chadakoin,  being 
fifteen  Miles;  viewed  the  Situation  which  proved  to  their  liking;  so  set 
off  November  the  Third  for  Niagara,  where  We  arrived  the  Sixth: 
it  is  a very  poor  rotten  old  Wooden  Fort,  with  Twenty  Five  Men  in  it, 
they  talked  of  rebuilding  it  next  summer.  We  left  Fifty  Men  there  to 
build  Battoes  for  the  army  against  the  spring,  also  a Store  House  for 
Provisions,  Stores  &ca.  staid  here  two  days,  then  set  off  for  Canada; 
All  Hands  being  fatigued  with  rowing  all  night,  ordered  to  put  ashore 
to  Breakfast  within  a Mile  of  Oswego  Garrison.  At  which  time  the 
Deponent  saith,  that  He  with  a Frenchman  slipped  off,  and  got  to  the 
Fort,  where  they  both  were  concealed  until  the  Army  passed;  from 
thence  he  came  here.  The  Deponent  further  saith,  that  besides  the 
Three  Hundred  Men  with  which  he  went  up  first,  under  the  Command 
of  Monsieur  Babeer,  and  the  Five  Hundred  Men  Morang  brought  up 
afterwards,  there  came  at  different  Times  with  Stores  &ca.  Seven  Hun- 
dred more,  which  made  in  all  Fifteen  Flundred  Men;  Three  Hundred 
of  which  remained  to  garrison  the  two  Forts,  Fifty  at  Niagara,  the  Rest 
all  returned  to  Canada,  and  talked  of  going  up  this  Winter,  so  as  to  be 
there  the  beginning  of  April,  they  had  Two  Six  Pounders,  and  Seven 
Four  Pounders,  which  they  intended  to  have  planted  in  the  Fort  of 
Ganagarahhare,  which  was  to  have  been  called  the  Governor’s  Fort,  but 

“ Joncaire. 

“ Du  Muy. 

Fean. 
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as  that  was  not  built,  they  left  the  Guns  in  the  Fort  La  Rivier  aux 
Boeufs,  where  Morang  commands,  further  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

his 

Stephen  X Coffen 
Mark 

Sworn  before  me  this  10th  day  of  January  1754. 

Wm.  Johnson 

New  York  26th  February  1754 
A true  Copy  examined  by 
Geo.  Banyar 
DCl : ton 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  255-257] 

[Aug.  20,  1753] 

My  Lord, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  obliged  to  alter  the 
arrangements  I had  made,  whereof  I rendered  you  an  account  last  fall. 

You  will  see,  my  Lord,  by  the  extract  of  the  Journal,  hereunto  an- 
nexed, the  reasons  which  compelled  me  to  reduce,  to  almost  one-half, 
the  van-guard  that  I had  informed  you  consisted  of  400  men,  and  those 
that  determined  me  to  prefer  landing  the  troops  at  the  harbor  of 
Presqu’isle,  on  Lake  Erie,  which  I,  very  fortunately,  discovered,  instead 
of  at  Chatacouit,®®  where  I informed  you  I would  begin  my  posts. 

This  discovery  is  so  much  the  more  propitious  as  ’tis  a harbor  which 
the  largest  barks  can  enter,  loaded,  and  be  in  perfect  safety.  I am  in- 
formed that  the  beach,  the  soil  and  the  resources  of  all  sorts,  were  the 
same  as  represented  to  me. 

The  plan  I send  you  of  this  place  is  only  a rough  sketch  until  it  be 
corrected.  I have  given  orders  that  this  be  proceeded  with. 


* Also  found  in  Pa.  Arch.,  2nd  Ser.,  VI,  170-174. 

“ Chautauqua,  referring  to  Barcelona  Harbor  on  Lake  Erie,  near  Westfield,  N.  Y. 
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The  letter  I received  on  the  12th  of  January  last  from  M[onsieu]r 
de  Joncaire,  has  obliged  me  to  proceed  with  force  to  obtain  provisions 
from  the  farmers  to  enable  me  to  oppose  the  projects  of  the  English, 
who,  he  advised  me,  had  sent  smiths  to  Chinengue  and  the  River  au 
Boeuf,  where  they  were  even  settled,  and  that  there  was  a terrible  ex- 
citement among  the  Indians,  who  looked  upon  it  as  certain  that  the 
English  would  be  firmly  settled  there  in  the  course  of  this  year,  not 
imagining  that  my  forces  were  capable  of  opposing  them.  This  fear 
w'hich  made  me  attempt  the  impossible,  has  had,  hitherto,  the  most  com- 
plete success ; all  the  provisions  have  arrived  from  without,  after  a delay 
of  fifteen  days,  and  I had  them  transported,  with  all  imaginable  dili- 
gence, into  a country  so  full  of  difficulties,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
number  of  voyageurs  which  I required  to  ascend  the  rapids,  the  race  of 
which  is  getting  scarce. 

I was  not  long  without  perceiving  that  this  movement  made  a con- 
siderable impression  on  the  Indians,  and  what  has  thrown  more  con- 
sternation among  them  is,  that  I had  not  recourse  to  them,  for  I 
contented  myself  with  telling  our  domiciliated  tribes  that  if  there  were 
eight  or  ten  from  each  village  who  had  the  curiosity  to  witness  my 
operations,  I would  permit  them  to  follow  Sieur  Marin,  the  commander 
of  the  detachment,  whom  they  were  well  acquainted  with,  and  in  whom 
they  have  confidence ; of  two  hundred  whom  I proposed  to  send  for- 
ward, only  70  are  sufficient  for  scouts  and  hunters. 

All  the  nations  that  came  down  to  see  me  from  the  upper  country 
and  who  met  the  multitude  of  bateaux  and  canoes  which  were  conveying 
the  men  and  effects  belonging  to  the  detachment,  presented  themselves 
all  trembling  before  me,  and  told  me  that  they  were  aware  of  my  power 
by  the  swarm  of  men  they  had  passed,  and  [begged  me]  to  have  pity  on 
them,  their  wives  and  their  children.  I took  advantage  of  their  terror 
to  speak  to  them  in  a firm  tone,  and  menacing  the  first  that  would  falter ; 
and  instead  of  a month  or  five  weeks  that  they  were  accustomed  to  re- 
main here  consuming  the  King’s  provisions,  I got  rid  of  them  on  the 
fourth  day. 

It  appears,  up  to  this  time,  that  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  my  enter- 
prise makes  so  strong  an  impression  on  the  Nations  that  all  the  vaga- 
bonds w'ho  had  taken  refuge  on  the  Beautiful  River  have  returned  to 
their  villages. 

I keep  the  Five  Nations  much  embarrassed,  because  they  have  not 
come  down  to  Montreal,  and  the  only  step  they  have  taken  has  been  to 
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send  the  Ladies  (Dames)  of  their  Council  to  Sieur  Marin,  to  inquire 
of  him,  by  a Belt,  whether  he  was  marching  with  the  hatchet  uplifted, 
or  to  establish  tranquility.  This  Commander  answered  them,  that  when 
he  marched  with  the  hatchet,  he  bore  it  aloft,  in  order  that  no  person 
should  be  ignorant  of  the  fact,  but  as  for  the  present,  his  orders  were 
to  use  it  only  in  case  he  encountered  opposition  to  my  will ; that  my 
intention  was  to  support  and  assist  them  in  their  necessities,  and  to 
drive  away  the  evil  spirits  that  encompassed  them  and  disturbed  the 
earth. 

I was  aware  that  the  English  of  Philadelphia  had  invited  them  to  a 
General  Council,  and  that  they  had  refused  to  attend  it ; further,  I knew 
from  a man  worthy  of  credit,  who  happened  to  be  among  these  Indians 
when  the  English  arrived,  that  they  have  rejected  the  Belts  which  had 
been  offered  them  to  oppose  the  entrance  of  the  King’s  troops  into  the 
River  Oyo,  since  they  had  sold  it  to  the  English.  They  answered  that 
they  would  not  meddle  with  my  affairs,  and  that  they  would  look  quietly 
on,  from  their  mats,  persuaded,  as  they  were,  that  my  proceedings  had 
no  other  object  than  to  give  a clear  sky  to  a country  which  served  as  a 
refuge  for  assassins  who  had  reddened  the  ground  with  blood. 

This  Nation,  which  possesses  a superior  government  to  all  others, 
allowed  itself  to  be  dazzled  by  continual  presents,  and  did  not  perceive 
that  the  English  are  hemming  it  in,  so  that  if  it  do  not  shake  off  this 
yoke,  ’twill  soon  be  enslaved.  I shall  lead  them  to  make  this  reflection, 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  pull  down  Choueguen,  which  is  destroying 
them,  and  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  Colony. 

Should  we  have  had  to  use  reprisals,  I w’ould  soon  have  taken  that 
post.  I have  already  forwarded  to  Eort  Erontenac,  the  artillery  and 
everything  necessary  for  this  coup  de  main. 

Sieur  Marin  writes  me  on  the  3rd  instant,  that  the  fort  at  Prisqu’isle 
is  entirely  finished ; that  the  Portage  road,  which  is  six  leagues  in 
length,  is  also  ready  for  carriages ; that  the  store  which  was  necessary 
to  be  built  half  way  across  this  Portage  is  in  a condition  to  receive  the 
supplies,  and  that  the  second  fort,  which  is  located  at  the  mouth  ( entree) 
of  the  River  au  Boeuf,^®  will  be  soon  completed. 

This  Commandant  informs  me,  moreover,  that  he  is  having  some 
pirogues  constructed,  w'hilst  men  are  actively  employed  in  transporting 
his  stores,  and  he  tells  me  that  all  the  Delawares  (Loiips),  Chaouanons 
and  Senecas  on  the  Beautiful  River  had  come  to  meet  him,  and  that 


Probably  he  meant  to  say  “entrance  to  the  River  au  Boeuf.” 


52 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


he  had  so  well  [received]  them,  that  they  are  very  zealously  assisting, 
with  their  horses  that  they  have  brought  along  with  them,  in  making 
the  Portage. 

There  has  not  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  least  impediment  to 
the  considerable  movements  I have  caused  to  be  made ; everything  ar- 
rived at  its  destination  with  greater  celerity  than  I anticipated,  and 
among  the  prodigious  number  of  bateaux  or  canoes  that  have  passed  the 
rapids,  only  one  has  upset,  drowning  seven  men. 

As  it  is  impossible,  in  a movement  as  vast  as  it  was  precipitous  for 
this  country,  that  some  of  the  provisions  should  not  be  spoiled  in  open 
craft,  despite  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken,  I have  sent  on  as 
much  as  was  necessary  to  repair  the  loss. 

Everything  announces,  my  Lord,  the  successful  execution  of  my 
project,  unless  some  unforeseen  accident  has  occurred,  and  the  only 
anxiety  I feel  is,  that  the  River  au  Boeuf  portage  will  delay  the  entrance 
of  our  troops  into  the  Beautiful  River,  as  it  is  long,  and  there  is  con- 
siderable to  carry,  and  the  horses  I have  sent  thither  have  arrived  there 
exhausted  by  fatigue.  But  I hope  this  will  be  obviated  by  those  the 
Indians  have  brought  thither,  and  that  the  mildness  of  the  climate  will 
admit  of  the  completion  of  the  posts. 

The  extreme  boldness  with  which  I have  executed  a project  of  so 
much  importance,  has  caused  me  the  liveliest  inquietude ; the  famine 
which  met  me  on  my  arrival  at  Quebec,  having  reduced  me  to  forward- 
ing only  900  barrels  of  flour,  as  the  whole  supply. 

From  the  knowledge  I have  acquired  this  winter,  I would  have  com- 
posed my  van-guard  of  700  men,  had  I had  an  entrepot  of  provisions 
at  Niagara:  because  that  body  of  men  would  have  assuredly  advanced 
to  the  portage  which  I was  desirous  of  occupying,  having  to  fear  some 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  of  the  Beautiful  River,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  English,  my  plan  having  been  discovered  and  bruited 
abroad  since  M[onsieu]r  de  la  Jonquiere’s  death,  in  consequence  of 
the  explorations  that  I caused  to  be  made  by  some  bark  canoes,  not- 
withstanding the  color  I wished  to  give  to  these  movements. 

I leave  you  to  judge,  my  Lord,  the  trouble  of  mind  I felt  at  the  re- 
duction of  this  van-guard  to  250  men,  which  I was  obliged  to  send  like, 
what  is  called  in  the  army,  a forlorn  hope,  when  dispatched  to  explore 
a work ; on  the  other  hand,  I should  proceed  at  a snail’s  pace  ( me  mettre 
a la  tortue ) could  I continue  my  operations  only  with  the  assistance  de- 
rived from  the  sea,  the  inconveniences  of  which  I understood. 
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In  fine,  my  Lord,  if  there  be  any  merit  in  doing  everything  contrary 
to  the  prudence  of  a person  of  my  age,  who  has  not  the  reputation  of 
being  devoid  of  that  virtue,  the  enterprise  in  question  would  be  entitled 
to  very  great  [credit],  but  necessity  having  constrained  me  to  it,  I do 
not  adopt  it,  and  attribute  its  success  only  to  singular  good  fortune 
which  I would  not,  for  all  the  world,  tempt  again. 

The  discovery  I have  made  of  the  harbor  of  Presqu’isle,  which  is  re- 
garded as  the  finest  spot  in  nature,  has  determined  me  to  send  a Royal 
assistant  pilot  to  search  around  the  Niagara  rapids  for  some  place  where 
a bark  could  remain  to  take  in  its  load.  Nothing  would  be  of  greater 
advantage  in  the  saving  of  transport  and  the  security  of  the  property  of 
the  new  posts  and  of  Detroit,  but  it  is  necessary  to  find  a good  bottom, 
so  that  the  anchors  may  hold,  for  it  could  safely  winter  at  Presqu’isle, 
where  it  would  be  as  it  were  in  a box.  I impatiently  await  the  return 
of  this  pilot,  and  I would  be  much  flattered  could  I be  able  to  announce 
to  you  in  my  latest  despatches,  that  I have  ordered  the  construction  of 
this  vessel. 

I must  not  leave  you  ignorant,  my  Lord,  how  much  I am  pleased 
with  Sieur  Marin,  the  commander  of  the  detachment,  and  with  Major 
Pean.  The  former,  who  has  an  experienced  capacity,  manages  the  In- 
dians as  he  pleases,  and  he  has,  at  his  age,  the  same  zeal  and  activity 
as  any  young  officer  that  may  enter  the  service.  The  second  is  endowed 
with  all  the  talent  imaginable  for  detail  and  resources,  and  knows  no 
other  occupation  than  that  of  accomplishing  the  object  he  is  entrusted 
with.  He  alone  had  charge  of  dispatching  all  the  canoes  and  bateaux, 
and  acquitted  himself  of  that  duty  with  great  order.  Chevalier  Le 
Mercier,®^  to  whom  I assigned  the  duties  of  engineer,  and  who  is  also  en- 
trusted with  the  distribution  of  the  provisions,  is  an  officer  possessing  the 
rarest  talent.  Sieur  Marin  expresses  himself  to  me  in  the  highest  terms 
of  all  those  who  are  under  his  orders,  and  who  vie  with  each  other  in  dili- 
gence. 

I am  with  the  most  profound  respect. 

My  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne. 

Montreal,  20th  August,  1753. 


” The  Chevalier  Le  Mercier  was  the  engineer  of  the  expedition  of  1753. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  SIEUR  MARIN 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 99,  f.  144] 


Copy  of  the  letter  written  to  M.  Marin,  Captain  commanding  the 
detachment  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  dated  August  27,  1753: 

Someone  worthy  of  trust.  Monsieur,  has  just  informed  me  that  the 
talk  of  the  day  in  this  city  concerns  the  fact  that  all  your  subaltern 
officers,  who  flattered  themselves  they  would  return  to  Montreal  at  the 
end  of  the  autumn,  were  distressed  at  making  such  a long  campaign ; 
that  their  zeal,  which  you  had  so  much  praised  to  me,  has  entirely  dis- 
appeared ; and  that  they  actually  did  perform  everything  they  were 
ordered,  but  only  through  mere  obedience  and  from  fear  of  the  pun- 
ishment which  they  are  not  unaware  that  I shall  make  them  suffer  when 
you  send  them  back  to  me  in  displeasure. 

I am  surprised.  Monsieur,  that,  after  boasting  of  them  so  much,  you 
did  not  inform  me  of  this  unexpected  change,  and  I order  you  to  note 
the  depressed  and  discouraged  countenances  which  are  very  numerous 
around  you,  and  to  send  them  off  to  Montreal  at  the  first  opportunity 
so  that  I may  make  an  example  of  them.  Indeed,  I have  little  use  for 
an  officer  as  exact  as  you  please  in  acquitting  himself  of  what  he  is 
ordered  to  do,  when  he  does  not  do  it  with  zeal.  As  those  of  this  sort 
can  only  be  a burden  to  you  instead  of  a help,  get  rid  of  them  as  quickly 
as  possible,  I enjoin  and  exhort  you.  I shall  be  glad  to  rid  the  King  of 
certain  subjects  who  think  they  are  honoring  him  by  being  in  his  service. 


For  copy. 


Duquesne 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 99,  f.  21] 

Oct.  3,  1753 

M.  Duquesne 

The  rear  guard  commanded 
by  M.  Pean  left  on  Sept. 
6 ; he  expects  to  be  able  to 
report  on  everything  during 
October. 

Monseigneur, 

I received,  by  La  Seine,  the  three  letters  of  the  first  of  Last  May, 
and  I have  just  received  by  La  Reine  Esther,  which  left  La  Rochelle  July 
7,  the  five  of  June  30  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing. 
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For  the  present,  Monseigneur,  I cannot  answer  these  eight  letters, 
but  I shall  do  so  by  the  last  vessels. 

Sieur  Pean,  in  command  of  the  rear  guard,  left  Niagara  on  the  sixth 
of  last  month  going  to  Presquile  with  the  remainder  of  the  detachment’s 
provisions  and  baggage.  I expect  that  he  has  joined  Sieur  Marin  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf  during  the  last  days  of  the  same 
month,  and  that  they  have  journeyed  together  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo.  I 
have  reason  to  hope  that,  in  the  course  of  this  month,  I shall  be  in  a 
position  to  report  the  details  of  that  march. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne 

Quebec,  Oct.  3,  1753. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 99,  f.  139] 

Oct.  31,  1753 
M.  Duquesne 

On  the  reasons  for  his  choice 
in  proposing  subjects. 

Has  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  Sieur  Marin. 

His  reasons  for  giving  Sieur 
’ Marin  the  command  of  the  de- 
tachment. 

Monseigneur, 

I have  received  the  three  Crosses  of  St.  Louis,  the  brevets  and  com- 
missions, together  with  the  three  letters  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  first  of  last  May. 

Of  the  three  new  chevaliers  whom  the  King  has  decorated,  I could 
only  receive  Sieur  de  Vassan,^®  who  was  here.  I am  awaiting  the  return 


“Jean  Frangois  de  Vassan  was  one  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  de  Longueuil’s 
expedition  in  1739.  He  had  been  awarded  the  distinguished  decoration  of  the 
Cross  of  St.  Louis  and  was  commandant  of  Fort  Niagara  in  1757. 
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of  the  Chevalier  de  Raymond, who  is  in  Louisbourg  with  his  company, 
to  receive  him. 

As  I know  and  have  witnessed  that  the  savages  have  a great  deal 
of  respect  for  this  decoration,  I immediately  hastened  to  send  Sieur 
Marin  the  cross  by  which  His  Majesty  has  honored  him,  with  permission 
to  wear  it. 

The  surprise  which  you  mention,  Monseigneur,  regarding  my  pro- 
posals, attributing  them  with  some  justice  to  my  slight  acquaintance  with 
the  men  of  this  colony,  induces  me  to  justify  myself. 

I shall  begin  by  reminding  you  that  finding  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  dead 
when  I disembarked,  I was  left  entirely  to  myself  to  get  acquainted  with 
the  officers ; and  how  could  I succeed  in  that  when  at  the  least  suspicion 
that  I planned  to  start  a campaign,  everyone  around  me — instead  of 
being  eager  to  give  me  information  and  to  ask  to  march — would  make 
it  tacitly  understood  that  I was  going  to  ruin  the  colony.  They  all 
seemed  quite  dismayed. 

Since  I was  unable  to  appeal  to  the  MM.  de  Longueuil  whom  I knew 
to  be  completely  opposed  to  this  undertaking  which  their  indiscretion 
had  noised  abroad,  for  they  would  deliver  up  the  whole  of  France 
rather  than  displease  one  Iroquois ; chance  brought  it  about  that  Sieur 
Marin  came  down  from  a post  where  he  commanded,  and  after  he  had 
given  me  an  account  of  his  services,  with  the  added  touch  that  he  was 
a veteran  officer  of  reputation,  I nominated  this  captain  to  execute  the 
plan  with  which  you  charged  me.  I found  in  him  all  the  knowledge, 
experience,  ability,  and  zeal  imaginable,  which  estimate  only  increased 
with  the  execution  of  my  orders. 

I very  soon  perceived  that  Sieur  Pean  was  endowed  with  great  ability 
for  serving  as  major  and  for  an  important  task;  and  that  Chevalier  Le 
Mercier  would  fill  perfectly  the  position  of  engineer  and  artilleryman. 
With  these  three  officers  who  had  the  qualities  most  essential  to  obtain 
for  the  proposed  operation,  I brought  together  everything  for  its  execu- 
tion. 

Since  almost  all  Sieur  Pean’s  seniors,  who  are  reputed  to  be  good 
officers,  were  either  at  distant  posts,  or  in  poor  health,  or  incapable  of 
carrying  out  the  duties  I have  entrusted  to  this  aide  major,  I decided  to 

" Captain  de  Raymond  was  in  command  at  Fort  Niagara  in  1743  and  again  in  1748. 

In  1749,  he  was  transferred  to  the  command  of  the  French  post  at  Kiskakon  (now 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana).  He  supplied  Celoron’s  expedition  with  horses  for  port- 
age work  on  the  return  journey. 


THE  FRENCH  FORTIFY  THE  ALLEGHENY  VALLEY 


57 


choose  this  officer,  and  up  to  the  present  I have  been  glad  of  it,  for  he 
has  more  than  satisfied  my  desire  for  speed,  good  order,  endless  re- 
sourcefulness, and  for  the  avoidance  of  all  the  difficulties,  which  are  so 
common  in  this  country  that  they  have  caused  the  best  planned  projects 
to  fail. 

Should  you  be  surprised.  Monseigneur,  that,  after  the  different  ex- 
amples brought  to  my  attention,  I was  induced  to  promise  rewards  to 
officers  who  have  shown  so  much  zeal  and  intelligence ; and  what  should 
I not  have  done  to  assure  the  success  of  such  a delicate  undertaking 
since  it  concerns  nothing  less  than  the  preservation  of  the  colony  and 
making  the  King’s  arms  respected. 

I thank  you.  Monseigneur,  for  the  Cross  of  St.  Louis  which  you  have 
granted  to  Sieur  Marin  for  my  sake  alone.  I dare  assure  you  that  if 
he  had  been  well  known  by  you,  his  former  good  services  alone  would 
have  moved  you  to  procure  this  decoration  for  him. 

As  for  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur,  it  is  true  that  he  has  not  had  much  ser- 
vice, but  he  is  the  one  officer  for  the  task  I have  given  him,  since  the 
portage  of  Niagara  has  entirely  depended  on  him,  and  it  was  done  with 
the  utmost  order  and  economy  imaginable.  I have  made  the  same  sort 
of  promise  regarding  this  officer,  as  with  Sieur  Pean,  his  nephew. 

I do  not  deny — far  from  it.  Monseigneur — that  Sieur  Demuy^^  who 
commands  at  Fort  Chambly^®  has  made  endless  requests  to  be  employed 
in  Sieur  Marin’s  detachment ; but  despite  my  good  opinion  of  this  officer 
who  has  a well  established  reputation  for  ability,  I have  not  dared  take 
a chance  on  his  poor  health  in  hardships  to  which  the  most  sturdy  have 
succumbed. 

I am  incapable.  Monseigneur,  of  doing  injustices,  to  a point  that  if 
my  brother  were  concerned,  I should  not  prefer  him  to  another  if  I 
were  perfectly  sure  that  he  did  not  deserve  it,  unless  he  were  in  the  lucky 
circumstances  which  have  procured  premature  advancement  in  all  the 
services. 

Everything  would  be  lost  in  following  the  order  on  the  roll  in  this 
colony  where  officers  have  little  regard  for  their  profession,  for  the  most 
part  from  a want  of  ability  or  of  emulation.  In  this  I will  follow.  Mon- 
seigneur,  what  you  order,  through  my  knowledge  of  those  in  the  detach- 
ment to  whom  I had  given  special  tasks  in  order  to  test  them.  I have 
not  judged  less  thoroughly  the  ability  of  those  at  the  posts  from  the 

“In  1754,  Monsieur  Demuy  was  sent  to  Detroit  to  take  Celoron’s  place, 

“ Fort  Chambly  is  located  just  north  of  Lake  Champlain. 
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accounts  they  have  sent  me,  and  I believe  I am  not  mistaken  about  the 
ability  of  the  officers  remaining  in  the  three  governments  whom  I am 
able  to  see  daily.  I flatter  myself  that  in  the  future  I will  propose  only 
good  men. 

To  give  you  very  convincing  proofs,  Monseigneur,  of  the  lack  of 
discipline  and  spirit  I have  found  among  the  officers,  I enclose  a copy 
of  a letter  which  I have  been  obliged  to  write  Sieur  Marin,  in  spite  of 
my  warning  everyone  under  his  command  that  I would  see  everything 
just  as  it  w'as  seen  by  this  commander,  whom  I ordered  in  their  presence 
to  send  back  to  me  everyone  he  was  displeased  with,  to  make  an  example 
of  them  while  awaiting  your  orders.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  this 
very  letter  made  an  impression,  since  no  one  was  sent  back. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne 

Quebec,  Oct.  31,  1753. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 99,  f.  59] 

Nov.  2,  1753 
M.  Duquesne 

He  learns  that  Sieur  Marin  is 
very  ill ; he  is  sending  Sieur 
de  St.  Pierre  to  command, 
although  he  depends  a great 
deal  on  Sieur  Pean  with  whom 
everything  has  succeeded  well 
enough.  However,  the  troop 
is  attacked  by  scurvy. 

Monseigneur, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Sieur  Pean  informed  me,  in  a 
letter  of  the  29th  of  the  month  of  September,  that  Sieur  Marin  was  at 
the  last  extremity  from  a hemorrhage  which  so  exhausted  him  that  he 
does  not  believe  he  will  recover.  Immediately,  I sent  out  Sieur  de  St. 
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Pierre/^  who  returns  from  the  Western  Sea,  to  take  command  of  the 
Belle  Riviere  and  its  dependencies,  as  this  officer  is  the  only  one  in  the 
colony  who  is  capable  of  replacing  him  so  as  to  make  himself  feared 
and  respected  by  the  savages. 

I am  dismayed  to  be  on  the  point  of  learning  that  Sieur  Marin’s 
career  is  finished,  through  his  excessive  zeal  and  watchfulness,  and  be- 
cause he  had  depended  too  much  on  his  good  health  at  the  age  of  63  in 
doing  and  seeing  everything  himself.  It  is  surprising  that  in  a man  of 
his  half-ferocious  disposition  so  much  prudence  and  foresight  could  be 
seen  as  this  officer  had.  He  led  the  savages  as  he  pleased,  a talent 
which  is  most  essential  to  consolidate  our  establishments  on  the  Riviere 
d’Oyo. 

As  it  is  only  after  the  most  convincing  proofs  that  I realize  how 
valuable  this  officer  is,  I will  add,  Monseigneur,  that  if  he  dies,  the 
King  will  suffer  a great  loss  in  this  subject  whose  talents  were  made 
to  arouse  jealousy  in  this  country  where  persons  who  deserve  respect 
are  never  given  their  due. 

Sieur  Pean  also  informs  me  that  the  last  portage  is  finished,  and  that 
he  is  going  to  send  on  his  bark  canoes,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  leave  on 
the  10th  or  12th  of  October,  with  180  pirogues  which  were  all  ready  to 
enter  the  Riviere  d’Oyo. 

This  officer  informs  me  that  his  detachment  will  consist  of  only  900 
men  because  of  the  scurvy  which  broke  out  among  them.  This  is  a 
reduction  to  500  men  less  than  I had  planned,  when  I had  reason  to 
believe  that  this  officer  could  penetrate  everywhere  with  1100  men, 
deducting  only  the  garrison  of  the  forts,  as  the  savages  were  so  intimi- 
dated that  there  was  nothing  to  fear  from  them. 

I do  not  anticipate  that  Sieur  Pean,  in  setting  out  for  the  klississippi, 
will  meet  with  any  difficulties  with  the  800  men  left  to  him  when  the 
fort  of  Chinengue  is  provided  with  its  garrison ; but  I should  be  infinitely 
more  at  ease  if  he  had  marched  with  the  number  of  men  I had  intended. 
I hope,  however,  that  everything  will  go  marvelously,  because  I am  ab- 
solutely certain  that  this  officer  will  not  neglect  the  slightest  precaution 
to  avoid  a surprise  in  the  narrow  places  he  has  to  go  through. 


“Jacques  Legardeur  de  Saint-Pierre  was  sent,  in  1750,  to  explore  the  northwest 
and  to  search  for  a route  to  the  Pacific.  Upon  his  return  he  was  ordered  to  the 
Ohio  valley. 
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The  Canadians  are  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  would  be  capable 
of  sleeping  in  the  open  air,  and  able  to  endure  the  immense  labor  that 
this  detachment  performed  in  transporting  baggage  on  two  portages, 
one  of  seven  leagues  and  the  other  of  three  leagues.  I had,  indeed, 
planned  for  this  by  sending  55  horses  there,  but  most  of  them  died  on 
the  way  or  were  so  worn  out  by  fatigue  that  they  were  not  much  help. 

Such  continuous  good  fortune  was  never  seen  as  this  which  success- 
fully carried  out  the  transportation  of  so  many  different  things.  But 
the  dangerous  condition  of  Sieur  Marin,  as  well  as  such  a large  number 
of  invalids,  makes  up  for  that  in  a way  that  I feel  keenly,  although  the 
scurvy  of  these  militia  is  seldom  fatal. 

I was  expecting  a canoe  which  should  have  brought  me  recent  news 
of  the  condition  of  Sieur  Marin,  and  of  the  departure  of  Sieur  Pean, 
but  for  a period  of  two  weeks  the  weather  has  been  so  contrary  and  so 
bad,  that  I could  no  more  than  hope  that  the  latest  ships  would  start 
by  tomorrow. 

The  confidence  which  I have,  with  reason,  in  Sieur  Pean  makes  me 
much  more  easy  about  the  happy  outcome  of  his  expedition,  for  he  is  a 
wonder  for  talents,  abilities,  resourcefulness,  and  zeal. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne 

Quebec,  Nov.  2,  1753. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 99,  f.  70] 

M.  Duquesne 

Nov.  29,  /75J  M.  de  la  P 

Monseigneur, 

I have  myself  reviewed  the  detachment  which  has  returned  from  the 
Riviere  an  Boeiif,  and  I could  not  help  being  touched  by  the  pitiable 
state  to  which  it  has  been  reduced  by  the  excessive  labor  of  the  portages 
and  sleeping  in  the  open  for  almost  three  months. 
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There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  if  these  weakened  men  had  set  out 
to  reach  their  destination,  the  Riviere  d’Oyo  would  have  been  strewn 
with  dead  men,  because  of  the  fevers  and  lung  diseases  which  were  be- 
ginning to  attack  this  troop,  and  because  ill-disposed  savages  would  not 
have  failed  to  attack  them  when  they  were  nothing  but  spectres. 

The  wise  course  taken  by  Sieur  Marin  has  these  results : 

1.  The  sparing  of  a large  number  of  inhabitants  for  the  colony; 

2.  The  cessation  of  the  consumption  of  the  provisions  already  brought 
to  the  last  storehouse ; 

3.  The  cost  for  the  subsistence  of  this  troop  during  its  wintering  with 
the  Illinois  would  have  been  considerable ; and 

4.  There  is  more  reason  to  hope  for  complete  success,  if  a selected  and 
completely  fresh  troop,  which  has  suffered  no  hardship,  is  sent  out 
to  take  up  the  campaign,  as  I had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  in 
my  last  letter,  the  7th  of  this  month. 

I have  put  a stop  to  the  letters  of  Sieur  de  Repentigny,^^  Captain, 
who  was  insubordinate  to  Sieur  Marin,  his  commander,  in  letting  me 
know  secretly  of  the  slackness  of  the  detachment ; but  as  he  wrote  to  me 
alone  to  give  the  first  news  of  it  and  as  I see  clearly  it  is  only  because 
of  an  indiscreet  zeal,  the  usual  thing  in  the  service  of  this  country,  I 
intend  for  the  sake  of  an  example  to  punish  him  by  imprisonment  on 
his  return,  for  he  is  otherwise  a very  good  man. 

On  the  testimony  I have  had  of  the  zeal  and  talents  of  the  officers 
who  have  been  employed,  the  Sieurs  de  Celoron,  the  elder,  and 
Drouillon^®  deserve  preference  over  the  Sieurs  de  La  Chauvignerie  and 
Bleury  whom  I have  had  the  honor  to  propose  to  you,  the  first  for 
Lieutenant  and  the  second  for  Ensign  en  pied.  You  will  note.  Mon- 
seigneur, that  I am  taking  Sieur  Drouillon  from  the  bottom  of  the  list 
of  Ensigns  en  second,  but  this  officer,  with  an  indefatigable  zeal  and 
talents  making  him  fit  for  anything,  which  he  has  made  good  use  of, 
deserves  a notable  recompense  in  order  to  reawaken  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion w'hich  has  been  too  sluggish  in  Canada. 

I have  learned  that  M.  D’Ailleboust,  who  is  commanding  at  Isle 
Royale,  had  only  one  son  who  was  serving  in  the  Marine,  and  as  he  had 
not  explained  himself  well  enough  when  he  asked  me  to  solicit  you, 

“Chevalier  Legardeur  de  Repentigny,  who  had  accompanied  Celoron  in  1749,  was 
the  first  commandant  at  Fort  Presque  Isle  in  1753,  under  Marin. 

“ Sieur  Drouillon  was  with  Marin  at  LeBoeuf  in  1754,  and  was  ordered  to  inspect 
the  route  of  LeBoeuf  river. 
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Monseigneur,  for  the  promotion  of  a D’Ailleboust  whom  I have  found 
to  be  his  nephew  and  not  his  son,  I am  no  less  interested  in  satisfying 
this  King's  lieutenant,  who  is  said  to  be  a good  officer  and  one  of  great 
merit. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Montreal,  Nov.  29,  1753.  Duquesne 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER^^ 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 99,  f.  259] 


Monseigneur, 


Oct.  7,  1754 
M.  Duquesne 

The  death  of  Sieiir  Marin  at  a 
post.  He  excuses  him  for 
having  failed  to  sound  the 
Riviere  au  Boeuf.  It  was 
necessary  to  march  in  full 
force.  There  was  a detach- 
ment of  savages  of  the  Five 
Nations  at  Niagara  which 
would  not  have  missed  us  on 
the  return. 


I am  replying  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  concern- 
ing the  operations  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo. 

I have  communicated  to  you.  Monseigneur,  all  my  plans,  and  have 
informed  you  of  the  circumstances  which  made  me  act.  Unless  I wished 
to  run  the  risk  of  losing  the  colony,  I could  neither  postpone  this  en- 
terprise nor,  still  less,  decrease  the  preparation  for  it,  without  an  order 
from  you  to  protect  me  from  any  eventuality. 

I have  to  congratulate  myself.  Monseigneur,  for  having  held  firm 
against  the  clamor  of  unpatriotic  and  ill-disposed  people  who  are  only 
too  numerous  in  this  colony.  These  wished  to  reduce  my  detachment 
to  500  men,  whereas  I have  just  proved  that  1600  were  hardly  adequate 
to  face  the  English  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  to  hold  back  savages 

Jean  Baptiste  Machault  d’Arnouville  became  minister  of  the  marine,  July  28,  1754. 

He  was  dismissed,  February  1,  1757. 
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who  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  to  strike  against  us.  Permit  me  to  recall 
what  I had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  last 
August  concerning  the  movement  of  the  savages  waiting  for  the  return 
of  M.  de  Villiers.^®  May  I add  a detail  which  I have  learned  since,  that 
the  Niagara  Portage  was  full  of  savages  of  the  Five  Nations  who  would 
not  have  spared  us  if  we  had  had  a reverse.  You  can  easily  judge  if  it 
was  a wise  precaution  to  march  in  full  force  for  an  attack  which  made 
sure  of  Canada.  I shall  not  hide  from  you  the  fact  that  it  gave  me  great 
concern  and  that  I have  reproached  myself  more  than  once  before  it 
was  finished,  for  not  sending  a thousand  more  men,  but  I was  prevented 
by  the  cost. 

I regard  the  loss  of  Sieur  Marin  as  an  irreparable  one  in  this  colony. 
That  officer  had  both  spirit  and  excellent  judgment,  along  with  savage 
manners  and  appearance.  He  had  occasion  to  demonstrate  much 
moderation  and  prudence.  As  for  zeal,  no  one  ever  had  more,  for  he 
preferred  to  die  on  the  field  of  battle  rather  than  return  home  to  regain 
his  health.  He  could  not  be  blamed  for  not  having  soundings  made  of 
the  Riviere  au  Boeuf  which  he  was  to  go  down,  because  all  these  little 
rivers  of  the  south,  including  those  of  Tchatakoin,  dry  up  during  the 
summer  when  there  is  no  rain.  A twenty-four  hours’  storm  makes  them 
navigable  to  such  an  extent  that,  a w'eek  after  the  departure  homeward 
of  the  detachment,  loaded  pirogues  descended  this  same  Riviere  au 
Boeuf,  and  this  year  it  was  navigated  all  summer,  for  it  rained  fre- 
quently. There  was  only  one  reason,  the  number  of  invalids  who  must 
be  brought  back  to  Montreal,  which  made  him  decide  on  this  departure, 
as  he  would  not  have  had  a sufficient  force  left  to  enter  the  Belle  Riviere, 
especially  since  the  SonontSans  had  mutinied  and  insolently  blocked  the 
road.  I regard  this  move  as  the  most  prudent  one  that  Sieur  Marin 
has  made.  I have  since  remarked  that  everything  has  combined  to  make 
my  campaign  more  brilliant,  as  you  will  have  seen  in  the  reports  I have 
sent  you  this  year. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


Quebec,  Oct.  7,  1754. 


Duquesne 


M.  de  Villiers  was  a brother  of  M.  de  Jumonville,  who  was  killed  in  the  en- 
counter between  his  escort  and  Washington’s  troops  during  their  advance  against 
the  French  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 99,  f.  266] 

M.  Duquesne 
Oct.  8,  1754 

Monseigneur, 

I have  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  choice  I made  of  Sieur  Le 
Mercier  to  look  after  not  only  artillery  and  engineering  duties,  but  I 
had  also  entrusted  him  with  the  task  of  provisioning  the  whole  detach- 
ment. 

I can  assure  you.  Monseigneur,  that  I should  have  trouble  to  decide 
which  of  the  three  positions  he  has  best  filled,  for  he  made  everyone 
admire  him  for  his  performance  and  organization. 

I have  not  left  you  unaware  of  the  diligence  with  which  he  led  the 
winter  detachment,  whose  rapid  movement  was  decisive  for  our  occupa- 
tion of  the  Belle  Riviere,  and  there  is  no  recompense  I should  not  be 
very  happy  to  procure  for  such  important  services.  But  it  is  for  you. 
Monseigneur,  to  estimate  their  value. 

As  this  officer  constructed  new  forts  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo  and  as  he 
knows  the  country  perfectly,  I have  instructed  him  to  deliver  the  plan 
to  you,  and  to  tell  you  about  the  observations  he  made  in  that  place. 

I inform  you  that  I have  ordered  him  to  go  to  France  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  present  conditions  of  this  colony  regarding  everything  con- 
cerning the  artillery,  with  which  it  is  far  from  being  well  provided. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Quebec,  Oct.  8,  1754.  Duquesne 


GARRISONS  ON  THE  BELLE  RIVIERE 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 100,  f.  20] 

Enclosed  with  M.  Duquesne’s 
letter  of  June  25,  1755. 

Garrisons  of  the  forts  of  the  Belle  Riviere  and  its  dependencies  which 
wintered  in  1754,  namely: 

Officers.  Cadets.  Militia  and  Soldiers. 

6 15  237 


At  Fort  Duquesne 


•The  french  fortify  the  Allegheny  valley 


65 


In  addition  

100 

domiciliated 

At  the  mouth  of  the 

Riviere  au  Boeuf 

1 

15 

At  the  fort  of  the 

Riviere  au  Boeuf 

1 

2 

85 

At  the  Presqu’isle 

1 

2 

100 

9 

19 

437 

Order  for  Detroit  to  furnish  militia  and  savages  if  Sieur  de  Con- 
trecoeur  so  requests. 

Same  order  for  Miamis,  Siats/®  and  St.  Joseph,  for  savages  only. 

Movements  in  1755 

Commanded  to  send  out  from  Quebec  in  the  spring  170 
regulars  to  double  the  garrison  of  Beausejour,®®  six  18- 
pounder  cannon,  with  all  the  necessary  munitions  of  war  and 
provisions. 

A detachment,  composed  of  two  officers,  four  cadets,  thirty 
gunners,  and  fifteen  soldiers,  a total  of  51,  set  out  on  the 
ice,  to  reach  Fort  Frontenac  and  go  on  board  the  barks, 
and  thence  to  Niagara  at  the  opening  of  navigation  in  order 
to  take  to  Fort  Duquesne®^  the  six  six-pounder  cannon  I 
had  sent  in  the  autumn. 

Sieur  de  Beaujeu®^  set  out  with  forty  bateaux  carrying 
two  hundred  and  forty  men,  four  months’  provisions,  and  all 
the  equipment  and  utensils  necessary  to  supply  all  the  posts 
with  their  requirements. 

As  his  portages  are  made,  he  is  to  build  a little  stockaded 
fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf,  merely  to  sur- 
round the  storehouses  which  we  are  using  as  a supply  post. 

Weas  or  Ouiatanons. 

Fort  Beausejour  was  constructed  by  the  French  in  1750,  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy  in 
French  Acadia. 

“ Fort  Duquesne  was  located  at  the  forks  of  the  Ohio  river,  where  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh  now  stands. 

“ Daniel  Hyacinthe  de  Beaujeu  was  a captain  of  the  marine  in  1748.  He  was  com- 
mandant at  Detroit  and  Niagara  and  was  with  Contrecoeur  at  Duquesne  in  1755, 
where  he  was  killed  in  the  encounter  with  Braddock’s  troops. 


March  6 


April  23 
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Sent,  besides,  26  horses  for  the  portages  of  Niagara  and 
the  Presqu’isle. 

April  29  Sieur  du  St.  Martin’s'^^  brigade,  composed  of  ten  bateaux 


May  3 

and  a hundred  men,  has  also  set  out,  carrying  provisions. 

Sieur  de  Carqueville’s®'*  brigade,  composed  of  ten  bateaux 
and  a hundred  men,  has  also  set  out,  carrying  provisions. 

May  6 

Sieur  de  St.  Ours’s®®  brigade,  composed  of  ten  bateaux 
and  a hundred  men,  has  likewise  set  out,  carrying  provisions. 

Note : All  these  brigades  have  orders  to  pass  by  Fort 
Frontenac  in  order  to  lighten  their  bateaux  by  transferring 
part  of  their  loads  to  the  barks,  and  thus  put  themselves  in 
shape  to  cross  Lake  Ontario  with  more  speed,  when  passing 
before  Cboueguen  and  showing  themselves  to  the  English. 

May  12 

The  Huron  savages,  numbering  22,  set  out  with  an  officer 
leading  them  and  eight  Canadians. 

The  same  The  savages  of  the  Fall,  numbering  22,  set  out  under  the 


day. 

command  of  an  officer  and  eight  Canadians. 

May  19 

The  Iroquois  of  the  Lake,  numbering  18,  set  out  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  and  eight  Canadians  and  on  the  way 
added  six  Iroquois  of  La  Presentation  and  twenty  Missis- 
sagues  at  Toronto. 

May  28 

The  Nepissingues  set  out,  numbering  12,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer. 

Note:  Order  for  all  the  officers  leading  savages  to  go  by 
the  north  of  Lake  Ontario  to  remove  any  desire  of  stopping 
at  Choueguen. 

June  25 

On  news  that  many  troops  were  being  assembled  at 
Choueguen  and  that  barks  were  being  built  there,  I have  sent 

“ Monsieur  St.  Martin  took  over  the  command  of  the  post  at  Chautauqua-on-Lake- 
Erie  upon  his  arrival  there. 

“Sieur  de  Carqueville  was  with  Contrecoeur  at  Fort  Duquesne  in  1754. 

“In  1753,  St.  Ours  was  stationed  at  Fort  Little  Niagara  and  then  at  the  camp  at 
Barcelona  Harbor. 
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Sieur  de  Villiers  with  a detachment  of  200  men  and  70 
savages,  Iroquois,  Nepissingues  and  Algonquins  of  the  Lake, 
to  go  to  Niagara,  to  be  on  the  watch  there  and  to  prevent  an 
attack  on  the  part  of  the  English  or  the  savages  who  are 
threatening  that  post.  This  officer  has  orders  to  visit  La 
Baie  des  GoyogSins,''®  which  is  the  sole  refuge  for  English 
barks  on  Lake  Ontario ; and  if  he  finds  that  they  are  working 
in  this  place  on  the  establishment  they  are  said  to  be  making 
there,  he  will  destroy  it  by  main  force ; but  if  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  some  workmen,  he  will  merely  detail  savages  to 
stop  the  w'ork  and  burn  all  the  lumber. 

Sieur  de  Villiers  has  orders  to  leave  20  men  of  his  detach- 
ment at  Fort  Frontenac  to  get  the  artillery  in  shape  and  to 
reinforce  the  garrison  in  case  of  attack. 

Sent  an  artillery  officer  and  some  cannoneers  to  Fort  St. 
Frederic.®’ 


Recapitulation 

Militia  and  Soldiers  Savages 

Garrison  which  went  in 

1754  465  100 

Detachment  of  1755  817  170 

Total  1282  270 


Done  at  Montreal,  June  25,  1755. 


Duquesne 


^“La  Baie  des  GoyogSins  (Cayuga  Bay),  on  the  southern  coast  of  Lake  Ontario, 
lies  to  the  west  of  Oswego. 

"Fort  St.  Frederic,  named  in  honor  of  Maurepas  (Jean-Frederic  Phelippeaux) , 
was  erected  by  the  French  in  1731  at  la  Pointe  de  la  Chevelure  (point  of  the 
scalp),  Crown  Point  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  French  garrison  retired  from  this 
fort  in  1749  and  the  British  started  a new  fort  on  a more  advantageous  site. 
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FROM  THE  ACCOUNT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENSES  OF 
THE  POSTS  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY  SUBMITTED 
BY  THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE* 

[Arch.  Nat.,  A 100,  f.  28] 

Enclosed  with  M.  Duquesne’s 
letter  of  July  2,  1755. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Chapter  of  Expenses. 

Detroit 

To  Sieur  Demuy,  commander,  for  a year’s 
salary  due  in  June  1755 

To  Sieur  Landrieve,  subdclegate,  for  two 
years’  salary  due  in  June  1753  and  1754 

To  Eather  Bonnaventure,  chaplain,  for  his 
salary  due  in  June  1755 

To  Sieur  de  Eery,  second  in  command,  for 
a year’s  salary  due  in  June  1755 

To  Sieur  de  Rigauville,  ofEcer  detailed  to 
that  post,  for  a year’s  salary  ending  in 
June  1755 


3000#®« 

1200# 

500# 

500# 

250#  5937# 


To  Dehaitre,  interpreter,  for  a year’s 
wages  that  we  had  forgotten  to 
pay,  from  the  month  of  July  1752 
to  1753  450# 

To  the  same,  for  a month  which  he  487# 

served  until  he  was  relieved  Aug- 
ust 1,  1754  37# 


To  one  Duchesne,  interpreter,  for  eleven 
months’  wages,  as  he  relieved  Dehaitre 
from  August  1,  1754  to  July  1,  1755  363# 

763# 

To  one  St.  Martin,  Huron  interpreter,  for 

a year’s  w'ages  ending  in  June,  1755  400# 


6700# 

* Extracts  from  the  complete  account. 

“ This  symbol  stands  for  livre,  the  unit  of  French  currency  at  that  time. 
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Belle  Riviere 

To  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur,  commander  at 
Fort  Duquesne,»for  a year’s  salary  due  in 
June  1755  3000# 

To  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  commander  at  La 
Faille  Coupee,  for  a year’s  salary  due  in 
June  1754  3000# 

Fort  of  the  Presquisle  8000# 

To  Sieur  de  Douville,  commander,  for  his 
salary  due  in  June  1755  1000# 

Fort  of  the  Riviere  an  Boenf 

To  Sieur  Duverger,  commander,  for  his 

salary  due  in  June  1755  1000# 

***** 


To  the  Abenakis  of  St.  Franqois  who  w’ent 
to  the  Belle  Riviere 

To  the  Abenakis  of  Bekancourt  who  also 
went  to  the  Belle  Riviere 
Secret  expenditure  for  spies 
Costs  I w’as  obliged  to  incur  to  induce  the 
merchants  to  send  goods  to  the  Belle 
Riviere 

***** 


3850# 

1400# 

660# 

360# 


Distribution  of  the  King’s  Favors'^ 


To  Mme.  La  Chauvignerie 

200# 

To  Mme.  Dusable 

100# 

To  Mile.  Montigne 

100# 

To  Mme.  Portneuf 

100# 

To  the  Miles.  Dusable 

100# 

To  Mme.  the  Widow'  Joncaire 

150# 

To  Mme.  Demuy 

150# 

To  Mme.  Dubuisson,  the  younger 

150# 

To  Mme.  the  Widow'  Jumonville 

300# 

* Here  only  a few  names  have  been  taken  from  a long  list. 


( 
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For  the  poor  of  Montreal  whose  homes 
were  burned,  the  poor  of  the  country 
whose  farms  were  beaten  down  by  a 
hurricane,  alms  for  the  women  and 
orphans  of  the  militiamen  who  died  on 
the  Belle  Riviere  and  those  who  were  dis- 
abled in  Sieur  de  Villiers’  engagement  3344+!: 


Balance 

Receipts 

In  salaries  and  other  charges 

Expenses 

For  the  King’s  favors 


65  805# 

43  870# 

58  206# 

14  336# 


Remainder  7 599# 


Done  at  Quebec  July  12,  1755. 


Duquesne 


Plate  III 


STATUE  OF  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  AT  FORT  LE  BOEUF. 


■h 


1 


Jj 


ft 
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III.  WARDING  OFF  ENGLISH  THREATS. 


The  governors  of  the  English  colonies  soon  learned  of  the  French 
expedition  to  the  Ohio  Valley.  They  were  quick  to  recognize  the 
threat  to  English  interests,  but  powerless  to  act  swiftly  and  decisively, 
for  all  were  hampered  by  quarrels  with  the  colonial  assemblies. 

May  15,  1753,  the  commander  at  Oswego  wrote  to  warn  Colonel 
William  Johnson  and  Governor  De  Lancey  of  New  York  that  a French 
expedition  was  passing  through  Lake  Ontario,  on  its  way  to  the  Ohio 
valley.  Ten  days  later.  Governor  Hamilton  of  Pennsylvania  learned 
from  traders  that  the  French  were  already  in  motion  toward  the  "Heads 
of  the  Ohio,”  and  that  the  Indians  were  wavering  in  their  loyalty  to  the 
English  King. 

Governor  Dinwiddie  of  Virginia  was  most  concerned,  for  the  French 
movement  threatened  the  Virginia-sponsored  Ohio  Company,  which 
had  made  plans  for  settling  a large  grant  of  land  on  the  Ohio.  By  the 
youthful  George  Washington,  he  sent  a strong  letter  of  protest  to  the 
commander  of  the  new  French  forts.  Washington  reached  Fort  Le 
Boeuf  on  December  11,  1753,  and  delivered  his  message  to  Legardeur 
de  St.  Pierre,  the  new  commander,  on  the  12th.  While  the  reply  was 
being  drafted,  Washington  improved  his  time  by  examining  the  fort. 
The  result  in  his  Journal  was  an  interesting  description  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, which  records  this  first  notable  adventure  of  the  Father  of  His 
Country.  M.  de  St.  Pierre  referred  Dinwiddie’s  letter  of  protest  to 
the  Marquis  Duquesne,  yet  clearly  implied  that  the  French  would  not 
withdraw.  The  mission  of  Washington  was  the  starting  point  of  a 
chain  of  events  that  led  to  war. 

The  designs  of  the  French  upon  the  lower  valley  were  indicated  by 
information  obtained  by  Colhoun,  English  Indian  agent  in  New  York, 
from  French  deserters.  Governor  Dinwiddie  endeavored  to  head  off 
this  further  expansion  of  the  French.  But  the  fort  hastily  erected  by 
William  Trent  at  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio  was  captured  by  the  French 
under  Contrecoeur,  on  April  17,  1754.  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  then 
began  the  building  of  Fort  Duquesne. 

A force  under  Washington  had  been  sent  out  earlier  in  April,  but  too 
late  to  relieve  the  fort.  May  28,  1754,  it  encountered  a smaller  force 
under  Sieur  de  Jumonville.  In  the  skirmish  which  followed,  Jumon- 
ville  was  killed  and  several  prisoners  taken.  Contrecoeur  sent  out  a 
larger  force  under  Sieur  de  Villiers,  who  attacked  Washington  at  Fort 
Necessity  (the  Great  Meadows),  and  forced  him  to  capitulate,  July  4, 
1754. 

In  the  following  year.  Major  General  Edward  Braddock  was  sent 
with  a large  force  from  England  to  expel  the  French  from  Fort  Du- 
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quesne.  At  the  battle  of  the  Monongahela,  July  9,  1755,  his  troops  were 
defeated  by  French  and  Indians  under  Beaujeu,  Dumas,  and  Ligneris. 

Several  years  passed  before  Forts  Presque  Isle,  Le  Boeuf,  and 
Machault  were  brought  within  striking  distance  of  the  English  armies, 
but  during  all  that  time  the  English  command  did  not  cease  to  regard 
the  region  as  an  important  objective.  This  may  be  seen  in  Governor 
De  Lancey’s  proposal  in  1755,  at  the  conference  of  Governors  with 
Braddock  at  Alexandria.  He  proposed  an  expedition  to  take  Niagara 
and  Presque  Isle  at  the  same  time  as  Braddock  himself  moved  on  Port 
Duquesne,  but  Governor  Shirley  of  Massachusetts,  the  commander 
of  the  operations  in  the  north,  rejected  De  Lancey’s  suggestion  of  an 
advance  to  Presque  Isle,  and  the  Niagara  expedition  itself  was  given  up, 
after  a series  of  postponements. 

Duquesne’s  letter  of  October  12,  1754,  was  written  to  back  up  the 
Prench  demands  in  the  negotiations  to  maintain  peace.  But  this  effort 
failed,  as  actual  hostilities  had  begun.  England  declared  war  on  Prance, 
May  17,  1756;  France  declared  war,  June  9,  1756. 


CAPTAIN  STODDART  TO  COLONEL  WILLIAM  JOHNSON* * 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  VI,  779-780] 

Oswego  May  15th  1753 

Yesterday  passed  by  here  thirty  odd  Prench  Canoes,  part  of  an  army 
going  to  Belle  Riviere,  to  make  good  their  claim  there,  and  a Erench- 
man  who  passed  this  also  yesterday  in  his  way  to  Cajocka^  gives  me  the 
following  account  which  he  said  he  learned  from  common  Report  in 
Canada  Viz:  that  the  army  consisted  of  six  thousand  Prench  com- 
manded by  Mons[ieu]r  Marin,  who  is  ordered  to  Ohio  to  settle  the 
Limitts  between  us  and  they,  that  they  lay  claim  on  all  the  Lands  on 
any  of  the  Rivers  or  creeks  descending  or  terminating  in  the  great 
Lake ; that  if  he  met  with  any  opposition  he  is  to  make  good  his  claim 
by  force  of  Arms  and  to  build  Forts  in  such  places  he  shall  think  most 
convenient  to  secure  their  right;  that  one  Fort  is  to  be  built  at  Ka-Sa- 
No-tia-yo-go  (a  carrying  place and  another  at  Diontarogo  they  are 
also  to  oblige  all  the  English  they  meet  with,  whether  Traders  or  others, 

* Also  found  in  Pa.  Arch.,  2nd  Series,  VI,  147-148. 

^ Cajocka,  or  Cayahoga,  was  an  Indian  village  on  the  Cuyahoga  river,  near  Akron, 
Ohio. 

’ Ka-Sa-No-tia-yo-go,  Kachinodiagon,  or  Buckaloons,  was  the  Indian  village  at  the 
junction  of  the  Brokenstraw  and  Allegheny. 

* Possibly  Venango,  or  Ganagarah’hare,  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek. 
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to  evacuate  the  place,  as  they  look  upon  all  we  possess  now  as  their 
undoubted  Right,  which  they  mean  to  support  by  force  of  Arms ; That 
this  expedition  is  agreeable  to  orders  received  from  the  Grand  Mon- 
arque^  late  in  the  winter,  that  he  particularly  orders  them  that  they 
molest  not  this  Post  at  any  Rate  in  consideration  of  Cape  Breton  but 
at  any  other  post  the  English  shall  presume  to  approach  or  settle  near 
where  they  claim  they  are  to  reduce  if  not  quitted  immediately  after 
warning  given.  That  the[y]  expected  a declaration  of  War  by  the  first 
Vessells  from  France,  which  were  not  yet  arrived,  & was  surprised  when 
I told  him  we  had  as  yet  no  intelligence  or  probability  of  a War;  He 
also  told  me  there  was  about  500  Indians  of  the  Coghnawagees,  Scenon- 
didies,  Onongonguas,  Oroondoks  & Chenundies®  who  would  not  en- 
gage to  go  to  war  with  the  English  & on  Ohio  but  are  employed  at  so 
much  P[e]r  Month  to  Hunt  for  ye  army:  our  five  Nations  are  very 
uneasy,  [and]  many  who  were  the  first  and  principal  settlers  at  Swe- 
gatsy®  are  returning  to  their  respective  villages  and  seem  to  have  much 
the  spirit  of  Resentment  in  them,  that  the  French  should  offer,  to  take 
possession  or  settle  and  build  Forts  at  Ohio,  without  their  consents,  as 
they  look  upon  it  as  their  property,  and  many  of  them  are  now  eager 
to  take  up  the  Hatchett  and  if  they  were  a little  spirited  and  assisted 
by  us  would  soon  with  the  assistance  of  their  Allies,  frustrate  the  Scheme 
of  the  French  Politicans,  intended  settlements  which  if  we  tamely 
suffer,  we  may  bid  adieu  to  all  the  Indians  on  the  continent  as  they  will 
be  [the]  masters  of  them  all,  and  the  consequence  will  be  continual  an- 
noyance and  encroachment  on  our  Frontiers  as  there  is  no  doubt  but 
they  will  extend  their  Dominions  in  America  as  far  as  possible,  and  now 
seems  the  very  Crisis  of  time  to  gain  the  Indians  or  for  ever  lose  them : 
If  I hear  any  thing  further  concerning  this  army  shall  not  fail  to  com- 
municate it  to  you  at  all  opportunitys : 

B.  S. 


“‘Grand  Monarque”  refers  to  the  French  King. 

“The  Coghnawagees  (Caughnawagas),  Scenondidies  (Oka),  Onongonguas  (Ab- 
naki),  Oroondoks  ( Adirondacks) , and  Chenundies  (Tionontati)  were  Indian 
tribes  friendly  to  the  French.  The  first  two  were  converted  Iroquois ; the  others 
Algonquian. 

“ Swegatsy  or  Oswegatchie  was  a settlement  of  Iroquois  under  French  influence, 
on  the  site  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 
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REPORT  ON  FRENCH  ACTIVITIES* 

[Provincial  Record,  M,  p 185-186] 


25th  May,  1753 

Mr.  James  Galbraith  One  of  the  Justices  of  Lancaster  County,  Mr 
John  Harris  who  keeps  the  Ferry  over  Sasquehannah  at  Pextang,'' 
Messieurs  Michael  Taafe  and  Robert  Calendar  Partners  in  the  Indian 
Trade  came  to  Town  from  Ohio  and  waited  on  the  Governor.  Their 
Intelligence,  which  by  his  Honour’s  Order  was  put  down  in  writing  by 
Robert  Calendar,  is  as  follows,  vizt. 

“that  on  the  seventh  day  of  this  Instant  May,  he  was  at  Pine  Creek,® 
a Place  about  twenty  miles  above  Logs  Town,  in  company  with  Capt. 
Trent, ^ Mr  Croghan,^®  and  several  other  Traders,  they  received  a Letter 
the  same  day  from  John  Fraser,  a Trader  who  lives  at  Weningo’^^  on 
the  Ohio  about  one  hundred  miles  above  the  Logs  Town,  it  was  directed 
to  all  or  any  of  the  Traders  at  Logs  Town;  he  wrote  that  he  was  in- 
form’d by  some  of  the  Mingos  that  there  were  then  and  had  been  since 
March  last,  one  hundred  and  fifty  French  and  Indians  at  a Carrying 
Place  which  leads  from  Niagara  to  the  Heads  of  the  Ohio,  building 
Canoes,  and  making  other  Preparations  for  the  Reception  of  a large 
Body  of  French  and  Indians  who  were  expected  there  every  Day  with 
Eight  Pieces  of  Brass  Cannon  and  a large  Quantity  of  Ammunition  and 
Provisions.  That  on  the  eighth  of  May,  they  received  a full  Confirma- 
tion of  the  above  Account  by  Two  Indians,  who  were  sent  by  the 
Council  at  Onondago^^  to  give  the  Ohio  Indians  Notice  of  the  Prepara- 
tions the  French  were  making  to  attack  them.  When  Our  Indians  re- 

* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  V,  614-615. 

’John  Harris  gave  his  name  to  the  town  of  Harrisburg,  later  built  where  he  kept 
the  ferry. 

“ George  Croghan  had  a trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  Pine  Creek  on  the  Allegheny, 
on  the  present  site  of  Etna. 

'Captain  William  Trent  was  a Pennsylvania  trader  and  land  speculator,  who  en- 
tered the  service  of  Virginia.  He  was  a partner  of  George  Croghan. 

George  Croghan  was  the  most  important  trader  of  the  time.  Because  of  his  in- 
fluence with  the  Indians,  Croghan  was  made  a provincial  agent.  Later  Sir 
William  Johnson  made  him  Deputy  Indian  Agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 

“John  Fraser  had  a blacksmith  shop  and  trading  post  at  Venango,  now  Franklin, 
Pa. 

“ The  council  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  was  held  at  Onondago,  in  the  present 
Onondago  county  of  New  York. 
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ceivd  this  Intelligence,  one  of  the  Mingoes^^  went  to  a French  Trader 
at  the  Logs  Town  and  told  him  of  it,  and  said,  that  he  had  amused  them 
with  fine  Stories  this  last  Winter  as  sweet  as  if  his  Tongue  was  sweet- 
ened with  Sugar;  that  if  the  French  made  any  attempt  to  attack  them 
or  the  English,  he  might  depend  he  should  be  the  first  Man  killed. 

“Mr  Croghan  and  the  other  Traders  upon  this  Intelligence  thought 
it  adviseable  to  send  for  the  Half  King'^'^  to  inform  him  of  it,  he  arrived 
the  same  day  and  seemed  much  concerned  at  the  News,  he  said  he  ex- 
pected Monighotootha^^  every  day  up  the  River,  and  that  as  soon  as  he 
arrived  they  would  call  a Council  and  see  what  ought  to  be  done. 
Monighotootha  is  deputed  by  the  Six  Nations  to  look  after  the 
Shawonese. 

“The  twelfth  of  May  John  Harris  arrived  with  the  advices  from  his 
Honour  the  Governor ; Monighotootha  arrived  the  same  day,  there 
were  Messengers  immediately  dispatched  to  the  Logs  Town,  &ca,  to 
the  Delawares  and  Shawonese  to  invite  them  to  Council,  but  they  being 
all  drunk  none  of  them  came. 

“Mr  Croghan  delivered  the  string  of  Wampum  that  accompanied 
Governor  Clinton  and  Col.  Johnson’s  Letters  to  the  Half  King  and  the 
other  Indians  present,  and  interpreted  to  them  the  said  Letters.  After 
which  Mr  Trent  delivered  Four  Strings  of  Wampum  in  behalf  of  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  telling  them,  that  he  lookd  upon  the  Ohio  Lands 
to  belong  to  them,  the  Indians,  and  that  if  the  French  attempted  to 
settle  them  or  to  build  any  Forts,  the  Virginians  would  supply  them 
with  Arms  and  Ammunition.  Mr  Croghan  pressed  the  Indians  to  let 
us  know  whether  they  woud  oppose  the  French  or  not,  or  whether  it 
was  safe  for  the  Traders  to  continue  among  them. 

“The  Indians  seemed  all  much  concerned,  and  said,  it  was  an  Affair 
of  great  Consequence  which  they  woud  take  some  time  to  consider ; 
accordingly  they  counselled  all  that  night  and  next  day  till  about  two  o’ 
the  Clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Half  King,  in  behalf  of  the  Six 
Nation  Indians  at  Ohio,  stood  up,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  Eng- 

“ The  Iroquois  living  in  the  Ohio  Valley  were  called  Mingoes. 

The  Half  King,  or  Tanacharison,  was  an  Iroquois  chief  at  Logstown,  the  agent 
of  the  Iroquois  among  the  Delawares.  He  accompanied  Washington  to  Fort  Le 
Boeuf  in  1753,  and  on  his  expedition  in  1754. 

Monighotootha,  or  Scarooyady,  was  the  agent  of  the  Iroquois  among  the  Shaw- 
nees.  Some  authorities  identify  him  with  Tanacharison,  which  is  an  obvious 
error. 
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lish,  said,  they  were  greatly  obliged  to  their  Brother  Onas  for  his  care 
in  forwarding  the  News  to  them,  which  they  had  Intelligence  of  before 
and  now  believed  too  true;  that  if  the  French  came  peaceably  they  woud 
receive  them  as  Friends,  but  that  if  they  came  as  Enemies,  they  w'ould 
treat  them  as  such,  that  they  hoped  their  Brethren  the  English  woud 
consider  how  they  were  circumstanced  and  send  them  a Supply  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  which  if  they  did  they  did  not  doubt  but  that  they 
woud  be  able  to  strike  the  French;  that  as  to  their  Brethren  the  English 
Traders,  any  of  them  that  had  any  Skins  to  carry  into  the  Inhabitants 
or  any  Business  to  do  there  might  go,  and  that  those  who  had  goods 
might  leave  their  Servants  with  them  under  their  Care,  and  that  they 
woud  be  safe  under  their  Protection  while  they  were  safe  themselves. 
The  Sixteenth  they  receivd  another  Letter  from  John  Fraser,  informing 
them  that  some  French  Men  had  come  down  the  Ohio  to  Weningo 
with  a Parcel  of  Deer  Skins,  which  they  said  they  brought  with  them 
to  swap  for  Furrs;  these  French  Men  told  the  Indians  that  a Body  of 
French  was  coming  there  with  a considerable  Present  for  them  from 
the  Governor  of  Canada,  the  Indians  as  well  as  Fraser  imagined  that 
they  were  come  as  Spies  to  see  what  Situation  they  were  in. 

“That  when  he  came  away,  the  Shawonese  and  Delawares  had  not 
delivered  an  answer  to  the  Message  sent  by  the  Mingoes,  as  they  were 
not  all  got  quite  sober ; but  several  of  their  Chief  Men  declared  they 
woud  agree  to  what  the  Half  King  had  said.” 


GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE  TO  M.  DE  ST.  PIERRE* 
[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  258] 

[October  31,  1753] 
Sir, 

The  lands  upon  the  River  Ohio,  in  the  western  parts  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia,  are  so  notoriously  known  to  be  the  property  of  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain  that  it  is  a matter  of  equal  concern  and  surprise  to 
me,  to  hear  that  a body  of  French  forces  are  erecting  fortresses  and 
making  settlements  upon  that  river,  within  his  Majesty’s  dominions. 

* The  last  paragraph,  complimentary  close,  and  place  are  added,  in  translation, 
from  Margry,  Decouvertes  des  Frangais,  VI,  728-729.  The  paragraphing  also  fol- 
lows Margry.  The  letter  is  also  found  in  Pa.  Arch.,  2nd  Series,  VI,  174. 
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The  many  and  repeated  complaints  I have  received  of  these  acts  of 
hostility  lay  me  under  the  necessity  of  sending,  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
my  master,  the  bearer  hereof,  George  Washington,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Adjutants-General  of  the  forces  of  this  dominion,  to  complain  to  you  of 
the  encroachments  thus  made,  and  of  the  injuries  done  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  now 
subsisting  between  the  two  Crowns.  If  these  facts  be  true,  and  you 
think  fit  to  justify  your  proceedings,  I must  desire  you  to  acquaint  me 
by  whose  authority  and  instructions  you  have  lately  marched  from 
Canada  with  an  armed  force,  and  invaded  the  King  of  Great  Britain’s 
territories,  in  the  manner  complained  of ; that  according  to  the  purport 
and  resolution  of  your  answer  I may  act  agreeably  to  the  commission  I 
am  honored  with  from  the  King,  my  master. 

However,  sir,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
require  your  peaceable  departure ; and  that  you  would  forbear  prosecut- 
ing a purpose  so  interruptive  of  the  harmony  and  good  understanding, 
which  his  Majesty  is  desirous  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  most 
Christian  King. 

I flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  Major  Washington 
with  the  evidences  of  courtesy  and  politeness  which  are  natural  to  your 
nation,  and  I shall  be  at  the  height  of  satisfaction  if  you  send  him  back 
with  a reply  conforming  to  my  wishes  for  a durable  peace  between  us. 


I have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 


Your  very  humble. 


Williamsburg,  in  Virginia, 
October  31,  1753. 


Robert  Dinwiddie. 


M.  DE.  SAINT-PIERRE  TO  GOVERNOR  DINWIDDIE* 
[Margry,  Decouvertes  des  Fraiiiais,  VI,  730-731] 

[December  15,  1753] 
Sir, 

As  I have  the  honor  of  commanding  here  in  chief,  Mr.  Washington 
delivered  me  the  letter  which  you  wrote  to  the  commander  of  the 


* The  translation  is  adapted  from  the  version  in  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  259.  The 
letter  is  also  found  in  Pa.  Arch.,  2nd  Series,  VI,  175. 


78 


Wilderness  chronicles 


French  troops.  I should  have  been  glad  if  you  had  given  him  orders, 
or  he  had  been  inclined,  to  proceed  to  Canada  to  see  our  general,  to 
whom  it  belongs,  rather  than  to  me,  to  set  forth  evidence  of  the  incon- 
testable rights  of  the  King,  my  master,  to  the  lands  situated  along  the 
Ohio,  and  to  contest  the  pretensions  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  thereto. 

I shall  transmit  your  letter  to  the  Marquis  du  Quesne.  His  reply  will 
be  a law  to  me,  and,  if  he  order  me  to  communicate  it  to  you.  Sir,  you 
may  be  assured  that  I shall  dispatch  it  forthwith. 

As  to  the  summons  you  send  me  to  retire,  I do  not  think  myself 
obliged  to  obey  it.  Whatever  may  be  your  instructions,  mine  bring  me 
here  by  my  general’s  order ; and  I entreat  you.  Sir,  to  be  assured  that 
I shall  attempt  to  follow  them  with  all  the  exactness  and  determination 
which  can  be  expected  from  a good  officer. 

I do  not  know  that  anything  has  happened  during  the  course  of  this 
campaign  which  can  be  construed  as  an  act  of  hostility,  or  as  contrary 
to  the  treaties  between  the  two  Crowns ; the  continuation  whereof,  in- 
terests and  pleases  us  as  much  as  it  does  the  English.  If  you  had  been 
pleased  to  go  into  detail  regarding  the  facts  which  caused  your  com- 
plaints, I should  have  had  the  honor  of  answering  you  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner  possible  for  me. 

I have  made  it  a duty  to  treat  Mr.  Washington  with  all  the  respect 
owing  to  your  dignity  and  his  personal  merit,  and  I flatter  myself.  Sir, 
that  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be  my  witness  for  it  with  you,  as  well 
as  the  evidences  of  deep  respect  with  which 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Legardeur  de  Saint-Pierre 

From  the  fort  on  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs, 

December  15,  1753. 


WASHINGTON’S  DESCRIPTION  OF  FORT  LE  BOEUF 

[Fitzpatrick,  Writings  of  Washington,  I,  59] 

[December]  13th.  The  chief  Officers  retired,  to  hold  a Council  of  War; 
which  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  taking  the  Dimensions  of  the  Fort, 
and  making  what  Observations  I could. 
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It  is  situated  on  the  South  or  West  Fork  of  French  Creek,  near  the 
Water;  and  is  almost  surrounded  by  the  Creek,  and  a small  Branch  of 
it  which  forms  a Kind  of  Island:  Four  Houses  compose  the  Sides.  The 
Bastions  are  made  of  Piles  driven  into  the  Ground,  standing  more  than 
12  Feet  above  it,  and  sharp  at  Top:  With  Port-Holes  cut  for  Cannon, 
and  Loop-Holes  for  the  small  Arms  to  fire  through.  There  are  eight 
6 lb.  Pieces  mounted,  in  each  Bastion ; and  one  Piece  of  four  Pound 
before  the  Gate.  In  the  Bastions  are  a Guard-House,  chapel.  Doctor’s 
Lodging,  and  the  Commander’s  private  Store : Round  which  are  laid 
Plat-Forms  for  the  Cannon  and  Men  to  stand  on.  There  are  several 
Barracks  without  the  Fort,  for  the  Soldiers  Dwelling ; covered,  some 
with  Bark  and  some  with  Boards,  made  chiefly  of  Loggs.  There  are 
also  several  other  Houses,  such  as  Stables,  Smiths  Shop,  &c. 

I could  get  no  certain  account  of  the  Number  of  Men  here:  But  ac- 
cording to  the  best  Judgment  I could  form,  there  are  an  Hundred  ex- 
clusive of  Officers,  of  which  there  are  many.  I also  gave  Orders  to  the 
People  who  were  with  me,  to  take  an  exact  Account  of  the  Canoes  which 
were  hauled-up  to  convey  their  Forces  down  in  the  Spring.  This  they 
did,  and  told  of  50  Birch  Bark,  and  170  of  Pine;  besides  many  others 
which  were  blocked-out,  in  Readiness  to  make. 

* ♦ =|e  :|5 

ALEXANDER  COLHOUN  TO  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

DE  LANCEY 

[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  VI,  832-3] 

[April  12,  1754] 
Sir, 

Last  night  the  following  Deserters  from  Niagara  came  here,  by  way 
of  Oswego,  say  they  were  one  night,  and  till  noon  next  day  at  Coll. 
Johnson’s. 

I thought  it  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  therefore  gave  you  the  trouble 
of  this,  & have  desired  Isaac  Swits  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at 
N[ew]  York,  that  he  bring  them  before  you.  say  they  [are]  all  natives 
of  France.  Antoins  Francois  L’Ouaque  a Parisian,  & Jean  Baptiste  de 
Cortois  were  with  Marrain,^®  at  the  building  of  the  two  wooden-Forts, 
S.  West  from  Niagara.  L’Ouaque  seems  to  be  the  most  intelligent  of 


“ Marin. 
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them.  I show’d  him  some  Maps  of  that  Country,  he  has  marked  with 
a Pencill  the  form  of  the  largest  fort  built  on  the  neck  of  a Peninsula  on 
the  South  side  of  Lac  Erie  40  Leagues  from  Niagara.  Capt.  Re- 
pantinie”  who  was  at  N.  York  anno  1749.  Commandant:  also  the 
form  of  the  smalest  Fort  upon  the  Riviere  de  BoeuP®  7 leagues  South 
from  the  former,  where  Marrain  died.^®  say  they  have  there  9 Guns,  3 
of  Six  and  6 of  two  and  four  pounders.  No  guns  in  the  other  Fort, 
three  leagues  of  the  Road  next  to  the  Lake  very  good,  the  other  part 
very  Swampy.  L’Gardeur  de  St.  Piere  was  ordered  to  Canada,  and 
Capt.  Contrecoeur  from  Niagara  is  their  present  Commandant.  Con- 
trecoeur’s  Son  an  Ensigne  at  Niagara  with  only  15  men  when  they  de- 
serted. They  were  at  first  about  2000  Men  Savages  included,  when 
L’Ouaque  and  de  Cortois  were  detached  to  Niagara  in  November  last, 
about  five  or  600  Dead,  and  unfit  for  Duty. 

They  talk  of  3000  or  4000  men  to  come  this  spring  from  Canada  to 
reinforce  their  settlement,  and  to  build  a Stone  Fort  upon  the  Ohio  or 
Belle  Riviere  to  the  Westward,  say  that  part  of  the  Stones  are  already 
dug  and  squared. 

I am  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servt., 

Alex[ande]r  Colhoun 


VARIN=“  TO  BIGOT* * 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 99,  f.  493] 


Montreal,  July  24,  1754. 
The  English  defeated  by  M. 
de  Villiers,  after  a ten-hour 

Monsieur  ITntendant,  battle. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  M.  Dusable  has  just  arrived 
from  the  Belle  Riviere,  where  a force  of  500  English  were  defeated  and 

Repentigny. 

Fort  Le  Boeuf. 

Marin  died  at  Le  Boeuf. 

* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  260-261 
Varin  was  controller  of  the  King’s  domain. 
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forced  to  surrender  by  capitulation,  on  the  3rd  or  4th  of  the  month,  to 
M.  de  Villiers,^^  with  M.  Le  Mercier  as  second-in-command.  This  was 
after  a ten-hour  battle,  although  they  were  in  a fort  protected  by  an 
entrenchment  with  9 cannon.  The  capitulation,"”  a copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  will  show  you  the  glory  won  by  our  Canadians  on  that  day, 
and  the  humanity  with  which  the  English  were  treated.  We  lost  2 
Canadians  (one,  the  oldest  son  of  Sieur  Desprez),  and  had  70  wounded, 
most  of  them  very  lightly.  M.  Pean’s  Panis  was  also  killed.  On  the 
English  side,  there  were  80  or  90  men  killed  or  mortally  wounded.  M. 
Le  Mercier  had  their  9 cannon  broken  up,  and  the  English,  who  took  to 
flight  after  the  capitulation,  abandoned  even  their  flag.  M.  de  Villiers 
had  with  him  700  men,  600  Frenchmen  and  100  savages,  who  attacked 
Fort  de  Necessite"®  in  broad  daylight  and  in  the  open,  in  spite  of  the 
enemy’s  fire.  The  enemy  had  at  first  come  out  of  their  fort,  and  had 
formed  a line  of  battle  to  meet  M.  de  Villiers,  whose  first  fire  they  did 
not  wait  for,  however,  before  they  fell  back  to  their  entrenchments.  All 
the  buildings  in  the  fort  as  w'ell  as  some  houses  built  on  this  side  of  it 
and  a large  shed  built  to  serve  as  a storehouse,  ten  leagues,  or  therea- 
bouts, from  Fort  Duquesne,  were  burned.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  this  engagement  will  disgust  the  English  with  the  Belle  Riviere, 
and  that  the  reverse  they  have  just  suffered  for  a second  time  will  en- 
tirely disgust  the  savages  with  taking  their  side  in  any  way.  You  judge 
correctly.  Monsieur,  that  this  fine  news  has  greatly  pleased  the  general, 
and  I am  persuaded  it  will  not  give  you  less  pleasure. 

M.  Pean  is  gradually  getting  better,  and  I believe  he  is  going  to  make 
his  rounds  by  way  of  Detroit  and  Missilimackinac,  now  that  everything 
is  peaceful  and  quiet  on  the  Belle  Riviere."^  M.  Le  Mercier  states  that 
he  is  going  to  start  with  the  detachment  to  join  M.  Pean  at  Presquisle, 
and  make  the  rounds.  The  general  originally  intended  to  send  orders 
to  have  them  unite,  but  reflecting  that  his  messenger  would  not  arrive 
in  time,  he  detained  him  for  several  days,  as  he  was  pleased  in  other 
respects  that  the  Detroit  and  Missilimakinac  tribes  would  see  the  con- 

“ Louis  Coulon  de  Villiers  was  the  brother  of  Jumonville.  He  had  hastened  from 

Chautauqua  to  Fort  Duquesne  when  he  heard  of  his  brother’s  death. 

“Note  in  original:  “The  capitulation  is  enclosed  with  Vaudreuil’s  letter  of  Nov. 

10,  1756.” 

“ Fort  Necessity. 

“ Pean  left  Presque  Isle,  July  30,  for  this  tour. 
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querors  of  the  English.  He  immediately  set  about  dispatching  Trudel 
to  take  these  good  news  to  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  inviolable  attachment  and  infinite  respect, 
Monsieur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Varin 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER* 

[Arch.  Nat.,  A 99,  f.  254] 

Oct.  12,  1754 
M.  Duquesne 

We  had  gone  to  Chinengue 
and  had  an  establishment 
there  before  the  English.  This 
observation  may  serve  as  an 
answer  to  tbe  English  regard- 
ing the  expedition  to  the 
Riviere  d’Oyo. 

Monseigneur, 

Although  I have  had  the  honor  to  send  you  all  the  documents  relative 
to  the  operations  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo,  which  justify  the  wise  and 
prudent  conduct  of  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  in  carrying  out  my  orders, 
and  although  I have  taken  the  utmost  care  not  to  deliver  anything  up 
to  fire  and  sword  after  the  shameful  act  of  hostility  against  Sieur  de 
Jumonville’s  detachment,  I am  very  glad  to  inform  you  of  my  re- 
flections concerning  the  only  blame  that  the  English  think  they  can  cast 
on  me,  which  is  that  they  were  driven  from  the  Belle  Riviere  where  they 
say  that  they  had  a fort  before  us. 

You  know.  Monseigneur,  that  my  exact  orders  were  to  drive  them 
out,  but  in  case  that  circumstances  oblige  you  to  negotiate  with  that 
nation,  you  will  have  to  tell  them — if  you  want  to  answer  their  ob- 
jection— that,  as  early  as  the  month  of  November  1753,  Sieur  de  la 
Chauvignerie  with  thirty  men  was  detailed  from  the  fort  of  the  Riviere 
au  Boeuf  to  go  and  establish  himself  at  Chinengue,  a village  of  the 
ChaSanons ; that  a fort  was  built  there  in  which  he  lived  until  the 


* Printed  in  Margry,  Deconvertes  des  Frangais,  VI,  731-732. 
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arrival  of  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur,  whereas  the  English  fort  commanded 
by  Captain  Trente  was  not  built  until  March  of  the  present  year. 

I believe  it  my  duty,  IMonseigneur,  to  make  this  observation  for  you 
to  use  in  case  of  necessity. 

I am  with  profound  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne 

Quebec,  Oct.  12,  1754. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  ^HNISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 99,  f.  399] 


]\I.  Duquesne 
Nov.  3,  1754 

Monseigneur, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  reported  to 
me  that  the  commander  of  the  English  camp,  who  is  now  thirty  leagues 
beyond  the  fort  where  he  was  defeated,  had  sent  him  an  officer  to  pro- 
pose the  exchange  of  just  Sieur  Drouillon,  ensign,  and  the  two  cadets-® 
for  the  two  captains-®  he  had  as  hostages. 

Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  so  rejected  this  proposal  which  completely  dis- 
regards article  7 of  the  capitulation,  that  he  wrote  to  this  English  com- 
mander that  he  saw  that  this  deputation  had  come  only  to  spy,  and  that 
as  the  time  set  for  the  exchange  was  past,  he  had  decided  to  send  me 
the  two  hostages  that  he  might  not  be  exposed  to  further  parleys,  as 
suspicious  as  shameful.  He  would  have  only  to  send  our  prisoners  by 
way  of  Orange,  for  the  exchange  to  be  made  at  Montreal. 

Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  tells  me  that  if  the  envoy,  who  was  sent  to  him 
and  who  is  an  artillery  officer,  came  to  examine  the  position  at  Fort 
Duquesne,  he  wasted  his  time,  for  upon  his  arrival  he  shut  him  up  in  a 
room,  which  he  did  not  leave  next  day  until  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 

Drouillon  and  the  cadets  had  been  captured  at  the  time  of  the  skirmish  with 

Jumonville. 

” Captains  Robert  Stobo  and  Jacob  Van  Braam. 
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to  return  to  his  camp ; and  so  he  could  see  nothing,  not  even  the  two 
hostages  with  whom  this  officer  very  much  wanted  to  confer. 

The  two  hostage  captains  arrived  here  five  days  ago.  They  told  me 
they  were  greatly  shocked  by  the  proceedings  of  their  governor,  who  has 
abandoned  them.  That  is  all  I could  learn  from  them.  Their  good 
conduct  at  Fort  Duquesne  won  them  politeness  from  me  and  freedom 
to  walk  in  the  city,  on  their  parole. 

Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  informs  me,  on  September  23rd,  that  since  half 
our  troops  are  returning  to  Montreal  the  English  are  gathering  at  the 
first  settlement,  about  120  leagues  distant  from  Fort  Duquesne  and 
that  they  are  increasing ; that  they  will  very  soon  have  three  thousand 
men  to  come  and  take  it  by  assault.  This  captain,  with  good  reason, 
would  like  them  to  make  such  a blunder,  because  he  is  so  well  prepared 
to  receive  them  that  they  would  inevitably  go  back  humiliated,  and  it 
was  only  out  of  mere  precaution  that  Sieur  de  Repentigny,  captain, 
whom  I had  instructed  to  return  to  me  with  the  rear  guard  of  two  hun- 
dred men,  was  delayed  by  him,  until  he  thought  the  English  could  no 
longer  undertake  anything  this  winter.  He  constantly  sends  out  scouts 
to  keep  informed  of  their  movements,  and  he  must  have,  at  the  present 
time,  fifty  of  our  domiciliated  savages  whom  I have  sent  to  winter  there, 
which  will  make  him  very  well  off  in  all  respects.  I have  commanded 
him,  however,  if  the  English  come  to  make  any  settlement  which  might 
menace  him,  to  oppose  it  as  much  as  his  forces  permit  or  with  the  help 
of  the  savages. 

You  will  notice.  Monseigneur,  that  the  course  of  action  followed  by 
the  Governor  of  Virginia  tends  to  make  him  obstinate  in  his  intentions 
of  seizing  the  Riviere  d’Oyo,  but  with  my  information  of  the  country 
and  the  difficulties  of  moving  men  to  it,  there  is  reason  to  hope  he  will 
become  discouraged  from  making  attempts.  I believe  it  is  certain  he 
will  never  be  successful  there,  as  long  as  we  are  on  our  guard. 

By  the  same  letter  of  the  23rd,  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  informs  me  that 
Tanahisson’s  band,*^  which  is  with  the  English,  is  breaking  up.  Several 
of  these  savages  have  come  to  Fort  Duquesne  to  ask  for  pardon,  and 
after  making  it  seem  that  they  they  could  obtain  pardon  only  with  great 
difficulty,  it  was  finally  decided  to  grant  it  to  them  on  the  request  of  all 
the  local  chiefs  who  are  pledged  to  us,  and  on  their  word  of  honor  that 
they  had  not  been  implicated  in  the  attack  on  Sieur  de  Jumonville. 


Tanacharison,  or  the  Half  King. 
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This  had  a very  good  effect,  for  these  very  savages  left  at  once  to  bring 
back  as  many  as  they  could  from  their  villages. 

I just  received  letters  from  Sieur  de  Repentigny,  who  expects  orders 
from  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  at  any  time  to  return  with  his  rear  guard. 

That,  Monseigneur,  is  our  present  position  on  the  Riviere  d Oyo 
which  requires — ^as  I have  had  the  honor  to  inform  you — a third  expedi- 
tion which  will  be  proportionate  to  the  circumstances. 

I am  with  profound  respect. 


Monseigneur, 


Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 


Quebec,  Nov.  3,  1754. 


Duquesne 


SIEUR  DE  CONTRECOEUR  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 100,  f.  250] 

Nov.  28,  1755 
M.  de  Contrecoeur 

Monseigneur, 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  I had  held  the  command  at 
Niagara,  the  Marquis  Duquesne  transferred  me  to  that  of  the  Riviere 
d’Oyo.  I received  these  orders  while  still  at  Niagara  in  the  month  of 
January,  1754,  and  I immediately  started  to  march  by  land  to  reach 
the  said  river.  I found  it  impossible  to  reach  it  because  of  the  bad  roads 
and  the  severity  of  the  weather  before  April  16  of  the  same  year.  When 
I arrived  at  Fort  Duquesne,  which  is  the  principal  post  on  this  river,  I 
found  an  enemy  fort  there  which  I immediately  captured  after  com- 
pelling the  English  in  its  enclosure  to  vacate.  I remained  at  Fort  Du- 
quesne until  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  and  arrived  in  this  city 
on  the  26th. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  doubtless  has  informed  you.  Monseigneur, 
of  the  last  victory  P®  gained  on  the  9th  of  last  July  at  Fort  Duquesne, 
as  well  as  the  various  precautions  I took  at  that  time  to  prevent  raids 
of  the  enemy,  whose  intentions  were  nothing  less  than  to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  the  fort.  If  my  services  seem  of  sufficient  value  to 


““Contrecoeur  was  not  in  the  battle,  but  sent  out  MM.  de  Beaujeu,  Dumas,  and 
de  Lignery.  Beaujeu  was  killed,  and  Dumas  succeeded  to  the  command. 
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you,  Monseigneur,  to  merit  some  reward,  I dare  ask  you  to  bestow  the 
Cross  of  St.  Louis  on  me,  and  to  further  the  promotion  of  my  two 
children. 

The  oldest,  an  ensign,  is  now  acting  as  major  in  a force  near  Fort  St. 
Frederic;"®  and  the  younger,  23  years  old,  is  still  only  a cadet.  This 
one  was  in  the  last  campaign  on  the  Riviere  d’Oyo.  He  was  in  action  at 
Fort  Duquesne,  and  had  the  hammer  of  his  musket  broken  by  an  enemy 
bullet. 

I dare  flatter  myself.  Monseigneur,  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to 
grant  me  the  favor  I ask.  My  zeal  and  my  children’s  zeal  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King  will  only  be  increased  by  it,  and  we  shall  be  always 
ready  to  sacrifice  ourselves  in  his  defense. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

CONTRECOEUR 

Montreal,  Nov.  28,  1755. 


GOVERNOR  SHIRLEY  TO  GOVERNOR  DE  LANCEY 
[Provincial  Papers,  State  Archives,  XV,  2] 

Boston  June  1st:  1755 

He  * * * ♦ 

Your  Honour  concludes  Your  Letter  with  telling  me  that  you  men- 
tioned it  as  Your  Opinion  to  General  Braddock  at  Alexandria  that 
1300  Men  of  the  two  Regiments  should  go  to  reduce  Niagara,  and  that 
having  secured  that  Pass,  and  left  there  a Garrison  of  300  Men  the  re- 
maining thousand  should  proceed  to  the  Peninsula  on  the  Lake  Erie 
and  secure  that  Post  by  which  means  the  General  would  with  more 
ease  penetrate  through  that  Country  from  the  Ohio  and  so  return  by 
the  way  of  Niagara  and  that  the  General  seem’d  to  approve  of  the 
Plan.”  And  you  advise  me  to  pursue  it:  The  General  communicated 
to  me  the  Plan  he  proposed,  with  regard  to  the  Operation  upon  the 
Ohio  and  the  reduction  of  Niagara  at  first  by  Letter  from  Williamsburg, 


” The  French  fort  at  Crown  Point,  on  Lake  Champlain. 


Plate  IV 


MAP  OF  WASHINGTON'S  JOURNEY,  175.F 
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afterwards  the  whole  Plan  was  settled  the  first  day  of  my  Meeting  him 
at  Alexandria,  between  him,  Commodore  Keppel,^®  and  myself,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Honour  however  the  General  might  seem  to 
approve  of  your  Plan  of  my  passing  over  to  the  Presque  Isle  and  Riviere 
au  Boeuff  (as  You  elsewhere  in  Your  Letter  propose)  to  assist  him, 
he  did  not  let  one  Word  drop  to  me,  either  in  his  letter,  or  at  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Plan,  or  in  Conversation  afterwards  concerning  it ; and  my 
Orders  for  employing  the  Forces  under  my  Command  after  securing 
the  Pass  at  Niagara  are  discretionary.  I thank  Your  Honor  for  your 
advice  to  myself,  which  will  have  great  weight  with  me : But  I am  in- 
formed I shall  meet  with  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  executing  Your 
Scheme,  as  without  Horses  which  are  not  to  be  had  at  Niagara,  I shall 
not  be  able  to  transport  the  Battoes  and  Train  of  Artillery  over  the 
Strait  to  Lake  Erie;  which  I presume  Your  Honour  think  necessary  to 
be  done : I beg  leave  upon  the  whole  to  assure  you  that  I will  use  my 
utmost  endeavours  to  execute  my  Command  in  the  best  manner  I can 
for  his  Majestys  Service,  and  that  any  Obstacles,  which  may  be  thrown 
in  my  way  will  allow. 

I am  with  great  Regard  Sir 

Your  Honours  most  Humble  and  most  Obedient  Servant 

W.  Shirley 

“ Augustus,  Viscount  Keppel  was  in  command  of  ships  in  North  American  waters 
in  1755,  and  took  part  in  Braddock’s  conference  with  the  colonial  governors  at 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  in  March. 


IV.  RAIDING  THE  ENGLISH  FRONTIER. 


S HOSTILITIES  developed  into  actual  war,  raids  from  the  new 


Jl\.  French  posts  gave  ample  justification  for  the  previous  fears  of  the 
English  governors.  From  Fort  Le  Boeuf  and  Fort  Machault,  several 
trails  or  portage  routes  led  hostile  bands  of  French  and  Indians  over  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  to  the  Susquehanna  valley.  To  the  south,  similar 
raids  were  made  from  Fort  Duquesne  upon  the  frontier  settlements  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  southern  Pennsylvania. 

With  the  aid  of  their  Indian  allies,  the  French  were  able  to  make 
more  frequent  and  more  extensive  raids  upon  the  English  frontier  than 
their  own  comparatively  small  forces  could  have  effected.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  questioned  whether  these  attacks  seriously  injured  the  English 
cause,  for  they  tended  to  bring  about  closer  cooperation  between  the 
colonial  assemblies  and  governors,  making  evident  the  need  for  defence. 
The  Pennsylvanians  made  at  least  one  effective  counterthrust.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1756,  a force  under  Colonel  John  Armstrong  destroyed  the  Dela- 
ware town  of  Kittanning,  on  the  Allegheny,  about  halfway  between  Fort 
Machault  and  Fort  Duquesne.  This  unexpected  blow  must  have  damp- 
ened the  ardor  of  France’s  Indian  allies,  but  the  Indian  raids  continued. 

To  keep  raiding  parties  in  the  field,  the  French  needed  supplies  and 
equipment.  The  problem  of  supplies  and  the  transportation  of  supplies 
IS  always  important  in  military  campaigns.  It  was  especially  grave  and 
pressing  to  the  French  in  western  Pennsylvania,  as  the  emphasis  on 
supplies  in  the  governor’s  letters  indicates.  The  French  governor 
realized  that  the  Indian  alliance  and  friendship  would  continue  only  as 
long  as  the  Indians  were  backed  by  soldiers,  and  supplied  with  trade 
goods.  The  Indians  stayed  in  settlements  about  Forts  Presque  Isle, 
Le  Boeuf,  and  Machault,  only  because  they  profited  by  it.  The  soldiers 
might  be  stinted ; but  the  zeal  of  the  Indians  would  quickly  cool  if  they 
got  no  more  “presents.” 

Each  side  made  continual  efforts  to  win  over  the  Indian  allies  of  the 
other,  and  to  maintain  the  loyalty  of  their  own.  This  “forest  diplomacy” 
was  as  subtle  and  evasive  as  any  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  The  Indians 
were  no  fools ; they  drove  hard  bargains,  and  were  not  above  making 
contradictory  promises. 

Fort  Augusta,  the  English  fort  at  the  Indian  village  of  Shamokin,  on 
the  Susquehanna,  gave  great  concern  to  the  French,  because  they  be- 
lieved it  was  within  striking  distance  of  Fort  Machault.  The  seizure 
of  this  post  would  cut  off  Fort  Duquesne.  The  French  scouts,  there- 
fore, kept  constant  watch  on  all  signs  of  English  activity  in  this  direction. 
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The  English  were  as  watchful  of  the  French  movements,  especially 
after  Brigadier  General  John  Forbes  began  his  slow  and  methodical 
advance  toward  Fort  Duquesne,  in  the  spring  of  1758.  The  raids  from 
the  northwest  were  then  a matter  of  concern,  lest  they  cause  delay  in 
the  road-building  and  in  the  gathering  of  supplies.  Indians  were  em- 
ployed as  spies,  and  captured  Frenchmen  and  escaped  English  prisoners 
were  carefully  examined  to  learn  the  facts  about  the  situation  of  the 
French. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 100,  f.  3] 


M.  Duquesne 
May  31,  1755 

Monseigneur, 

I this  moment  received  a dispatch  from  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur  who 
informs  me  that  the  ChaSanons  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  whom  I had  re- 
proached for  enduring,  without  protest,  the  two  years’  confinement  of 
six  of  their  brothers  in  the  prisons  of  Virginia,  attacked  that  govern- 
ment, where  they  took  seventeen  scalps  and  ten  prisoners,  which  they 
distributed  to  all  the  tribes  as  an  invitation  to  join  them.  As  this  invita- 
tion was  very  well  received,  it  may  well  disrupt  the  projects  that  the 
English  are  making  against  the  Belle  Riviere.  I am  replying  to  Sieur 
de  Contrecoeur,  to  follow  these  savages  very  closely,  so  that  the  English 
may  not  win  them  over  by  giving  presents,  and  by  granting  pardons  for 
the  murder  of  their  people,  as  they  willingly  do. 

I have  everywhere  made  public  the  reinforcements  of  all  kinds  which 
the  King  is  sending  to  this  colony,  and  I dare  assure  you,  Monseigneur, 
that  the  Canadian  citizenry  has  been  so  much  impressed  by  the  evi- 
dences of  kindness  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  that  I foresee  they  will 
accomplish  marvels  if  M.  de  VaudreuiF  employs  them  in  any  expedition 
with  French  troops. 

My  only  regret  is  at  leaving  this  country  where  I consider  war  almost 
inevitable.  That  would  have  troubled  me  less  than  my  position  of 

* Pierre  Francois  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil-Cavagnal,  replaced  Duquesne  as 
governor  general  in  1755. 
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being  on  the  defensive  with  regard  to  a nation  which  for  more  than  two 
years  have  been  making  preparations  to  attack  me  on  all  sides. 

I am  with  profound  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Duquesne. 

Montreal,  May  31,  1755. 


THE  MARQUIS  DUQUESNE  TO  THE  MARQUIS  DE 

VAUDREUIL 

[Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  300-302] 


[July  6,  1755] 

Memoir  respecting  the  Ohio  and  its  dependencies,  Fort  Niagara,  Fort 
St.  Frederic,  the  suppression  of  certificates,  the  regulation  of  the  Posts, 
the  new  Mission  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  and  the 
horrible  abuse  of  ardent  spirits.  Addressed  to  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil. 

By  Sieur  de  Contrecoeur’s  letter  of  the  24th  of  May  last,  the  works 
of  Fort  Duquesne,  are  completed.  It  is  at  present  mounted  with  six 
pieces  of  cannon  of  six,  and  nine  of  two  or  three  pound  ball ; it  was  in 
want  of  neither  arms  nor  ammunition,  and  since  Sieur  de  Beaujeu’s  ar- 
rival, it  must  be  well  supplied,  as  he  had  carried  with  his  brigade  succors 
of  every  description.^  I must  explain  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  that 
much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  conveying  all  sorts  of  effects  as  far  as 
Fort  Duquesne;  for,  independent  of  the  Niagara  carrying  place,  there  is 
still  that  of  Presqu’isle,^  six  leagues  in  length.  The  latter  fort,  which 
is  on  Lake  Erie,  serves  as  a depot  for  all  the  others  on  the  Ohio ; the 
effects  are  next  rode  to  the  fort  on  the  River  au  Boeuf,  where  they  are 
put  on  board  pirogues  to  run  down  to  Fort  Machault,  one-half  of  which 

’ Note  by  M.  de  Vaudreuil : “There  was  then  going  2,405  sacks  of  flour,  pork  in 
proportion  and  150  minots  of  Indian  corn.” 

° Note  in  original : “It  is  forty  leagues  by  water  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Presqu’- 
isle.” 
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is  on  the  River  Ohio,  and  the  other  half  in  the  River  an  Boeuf,'*  and 
[which]  serves  as  a depot  for  Fort  Duquesne.  This  new  post  has  been 
in  existence  only  since  this  year,  because  it  has  been  remarked  that  too 
much  time  was  consumed  in  going  in  one  trip  from  the  fort  on  River 
Au  Boeuf  to  Fort  Duquesne  to  the  loss  of  a great  quantity  of  provisions 
which  have  been  spoiled  by  bad  weather.  ’Tis  to  be  hoped  that,  by  dis- 
patching the  convoys  opportunely  from  Fort  Machault,  everything  will 
arrive  safe  and  sound  in  twice  twenty-four  hours ; besides,  it  will  be 
much  more  convenient  at  Fort  Duquesne  to  send  only  to  Fort  Machault 
for  supplies. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  must  be  informed  that,  during  the  first 
campaigns  on  the  Ohio,  a horrible  waste  and  disorder  prevailed  at  the 
Presqu’isle  and  Niagara  carrying  places,  which  cost  the  King  immense 
sums.  We  have  remedied  all  the  abuses  that  have  come  to  our  knowl- 
edge, by  submitting  these  portages  to  competition.  The  first  is  at 
forty  sous  the  piece,  and  the  other,  which  is  six  leagues  in  extent,  at 
fifty.  But  we  do  not  think  the  contractors  can  realize  anything  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mortality  among  the  horses  and  other  expenses  to  which 
they  are  subject. 

Had  we  been  favored  with  any  tranquillity,  nothing  would  have  been 
easier  than  to  supply  Fort  Duquesne  by  having  the  stores  of  Fort 
Presqu’isle  filled  during  the  summer,  the  horses  could  have  rode  the 
supplies  during  the  winter  to  that  of  the  River  au  Boeuf,  whence  they 
might  be  sent  down  the  Ohio  on  the  first  melting  of  the  ice ; but  con- 
tinual and  urgent  movements  up  to  the  present  time  have  not  afforded 
leisure  to  ride  the  effects  in  winter,  and  the  horses  are  dying,  which 
had  determined  us  to  give  orders  to  draw  from  the  Ohio  as  many  of 
them  as  possible. 

Fort  Duquesne  could  in  less  than  two  years  support  itself,  since,  in 
the  very  first  year,  700  minots  of  Indian  corn  have  been  gathered  there, 
and,  from  the  clearings  that  have  been  made  there  since,  it  is  calculated 
that  if  the  harvest  were  good,  at  least  2000  minots  could  be  saved.  Peas 
are  now  planted,  and  they  have  two  cows,  one  bull,  some  horses  and 
twenty-three  sows  with  young.  At  Fort  Machault  where  the  land  is 
very  fertile,  it  will  be  easy  to  have  the  same  resource. 


* Note  in  original ; “It  is  thirty-six  leagues  from  the  one  to  the  other.” 
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At  River  au  Boeuf  the  land  is  not  so  good,  but  it  is  expected  that 
peas,  Indian  corn  and  oats  will  easily  grow  there.  Hogs  can  be  easily 
raised  there ; they  have  already  nine ; the  prairies  in  that  quarter,  which 
are  extensive,  furnish  only  bad  hay,  but  it  is  easy  to  get  rid  of  it. 

At  Presqu’isle  there  is  the  same  uniformity  of  land,  but  the  hay  is 
very  abundant  and  good  on  it. 

’Tis  to  be  observed  that  the  quantity  of  pirogues  constructed  at  the 
River  au  Boeuf  has  exhausted  all  the  large  trees  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  post ; it  is  very  important  to  send  carpenters  there  soon,  to  build 
some  plank  bateaux  like  those  of  the  English.®  Two  advantages  will 
result  therefrom ; a much  greater  load  can  be  carried,  and  the  incon- 
venience of  readily  upsetting,  so  common  to  pirogues,  will  be  avoided. 

The  site  of  Fort  Niagara  is  to  be  changed,  as  it  is  undermined  by 
the  lake  and  crumbling  in  every  direction. 

>{«  ^ ^ 


M[onsieur]  de  Vaudreuil  has  read  in  the  letter  of  Sieur  Benoist,® 
the  Commandant  at  Presqu’isle,  the  dangers  the  people  are  exposed  to 
by  this  cursed  traffic  in  brandy,  which  is  maintained  and  protected, 
and  whose  source  he  will  soon  ascertain. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  will  have  the  means  of  knowing  the  orders 
I have  issued  to,  and  the  punishment  I have  inflicted  on,  those  who  were 
selling  brandy  to  the  Indians  at  Montreal,  and  that  I have  reduced  the 
Voyageurs  to  three  barrels  per  canoe. 

Done  at  Quebec,  the  6th  July,  1755. 

Duquesne 


“This  was  done.  When  the  English  came  to  Le  Boeuf  in  1760,  they  found  a large 
stock  of  planks  in  a clearing  some  distance  from  the  fort. 

“Lieutenant  Antoine  Gabriel  Frangois  Benoist  succeeded  Sieur  Douville  as  com- 
mandant of  Presque  Isle  in  the  spring  of  1755.  He  served  there  until  the  spring 
of  1757,  when  he  was  recalled  to  Montreal  and  promoted. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 101,  f.  88] 

Montreal,  August  8,  1756. 

jM.  de  Vaudreuil 

Continuing  the  events  at  Fort 
Duquesne  with  regard  to  both 
war  parties  and  movements  of 
the  savage  tribes. 

Provisions  reaching  the  fort  from 
the  Illinois. 

Necessity  of  building  another  fort 
at  the  Falls  to  assure  communica- 
tion with  the  Illinois. 

Virginia  is  not  in  a position  to 
undertake  anything. 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Cumber- 
land poorly  paid  and  sick. 

The  prevention  of  sowing  the 
length  of  the  three  English  prov- 
inces. 

Lord  Loudon  is  to  attack  Fort 
Duquesne  with  3000  men. 

M.  Dumas  tells  him  he  is  undis- 
turbed. 

Monseigneur, 

I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  what  has  happened  at  Fort  Duquene 
since  the  letter  which  I had  the  honor  to  write  you  on  June  10th. 

Five  deserters  from  Fort  Cumberland^  arrived  at  Fort  Duquene. 
The  party  commanded  by  Sieur  de  Celoron  de  Blainville®  attacked 
enemy  scouts  six  leagues  beyond  Fort  Cumberland.  These  two  parties 
met  unexpectedly.  They  fired  pointblank ; the  enemy  yielded  at  once. 
We  killed  3 of  them,  and  the  savages  brought  back  the  scalps,  but  we 
lost  the  said  Sieur  de  Blainville,  a Huron,  a Loup,  and  a Nontague.® 

Five  Chaouanons  had  a similar  experience  a little  nearer  Fort  Cum- 
berland. They  scalped  3 Englishmen.  They  had  one  man  killed. 

* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  435-438. 

’ Fort  Cumberland  was  built  at  Will’s  Creek  on  the  Potomac  River  (now  Cumber- 
land, Maryland). 

® Probably  the  younger  brother  of  the  Celoron  who  led  the  1749  expedition. 

“An  Onondaga.  The  Onondagas  were  one  of  the  Six  Nations. 


94 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


A party  from  various  tribes  divided,  and  returned  in  separate  bands, 
with  a number  of  scalps. 

Sieur  de  Rocheblave,  with  another  cadet,  a corporal,  a militiaman 
and  20  Chaouanons  attacked  the  gateway  of  a little  fort,  three  leagues 
above  Fort  Cumberland.  Several  families  and  30  men  had  remained 
there.  They  killed  four  Englishmen,  whom  the  savages  scalped ; 
wounded  three  who  dragged  themselves  inside  the  fort ; and  took  three 
prisoners. 

M.  de  Montisambert  could  not  approach  George  Craon’s  fort^®  as 
near  as  had  been  recommended,  because  he  had  only  7 Frenchmen  and 
20  savages.  He  attacked  the  settlements,  after  which  he  attacked  a little 
fort,^^  took  it,  burned  it,  and  returned  with  18  prisoners  and  5 scalps. 

Three  parties  of  savages  took  11  prisoners  and  scalps  on  the  other 
side  of  that  fort,  and  destroyed  many  animals  and  burned  many  settle- 
ments in  Pinsilvania. 

Ten  of  the  domiciliated  Mississagues^"  of  Presqu’isle  have  been  out 
warring  against  the  English ; they  took  one  prisoner  and  two  scalps, 
and  gave  them  to  cover  the  death  of  M.  de  St.  Pierre.^® 

Another  party,  which  had  been  on  tbe  warpath  to  avenge  the  death 
of  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  has  returned  with  two  scalps  and  five  prisoners. 

A party  commanded  by  M.  de  Celoron^^  bad  a fight  near  Cressep’s 
fort,^®  in  the  rear  of  Cumberland.  They  killed  eight  Englishmen,  whose 
scalps  the  Indians  were  unable  to  take,  as  they  found  themselves,  in  the 
dusk  of  the  evening,  within  musketfire  of  the  fort.  We  had  two  savages 
killed  and  one  wounded. 

Finally,  M.  Dumas^®  writes  me  that  for  more  than  a week  he  has  done 
nothing  but  take  in  scalps ; that  no  English  party  comes  out  without 

“ George  Croghan’s  fort,  or  Fort  Shirley,  at  Aughwick  (now  Shirleysburg,  Hunt- 
ingdon County). 

“ Probably  Fort  McCord,  which  was  captured  in  April,  1756. 

The  Mississagues  (Mississauga)  were  an  Algonquian  tribe  dwelling  between 
Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Fluron.  This  refers  to  Indians  of  that  tribe  who  had  been 
formed  into  a settlement  at  Presque  Isle. 

Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre  was  killed  leading  the  Indians  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
George,  1755,  when  Sir  William  Johnson  defeated  Baron  de  Dieskau. 

“ Again,  this  cannot  be  the  Celoron  of  the  1749  expedition,  but  is  probably  a 
younger  member  of  the  same  family. 

Cresap’s  Fort  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac  in  Allegheny  county,  Mary- 
land. 

“ Dumas  succeeded  Contrecoeur  as  commander  of  Fort  Duquesne. 


RAIDING  THE  ENGLISH  FRONTIER 


95 


losing  men,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  report  exactly  all  the 
raids  made  by  our  savages. 

M.  Duplaissis,  commandant  at  Niagara,  sent  M.  Dumas  the  speech 
which  the  Loups,  established  near  the  Five  Nations,  had  given  him.  M. 
Dumas  informs  me  that  those  Loups  who  are  near  him  assure  him  every 
day  that  all  their  villages  will  move  in  the  fall,  which  will  procure  more 
than  500  new  inhabitants  in  the  region  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  besides  those 
going  from  the  neighborhood  of  Niagara. 

All  the  Loups  who  have  moved  from  among  the  English,  have  settled 
near  M.  de  la  Chauvignerie the  most  distant  are  only  ten  leagues 
from  him. 

That  officer  informed  them  that  the  English  have  slaughtered  three 
villages  of  their  brothers  settled  near  Orange.  They  told  him  that  this 
was  very  true,  but  that  the  English  would  pay  dearly  for  it. 

In  regard  to  the  Tetes  Plattes,^®  M.  Dumas  is  carrying  out  all  my 
intentions,  point  by  point.  He  profited  by  the  sojourn  of  the  tribes  of 
the  upper  country  to  speak  to  them  in  my  name.  He  conducted  this 
affair  with  the  skill  necessary  to  make  the  chiefs  decide  to  follow  my 
wishes ; but  these  tribes  replied  that,  since  they  had  come  from  their 
village  with  my  axe,  every  other  matter  must  be  postponed,  and  they 
could  think  only  of  making  war  on  the  English.  M.  Dumas  sent  a belt 
to  the  Chaouanons  for  them  to  give,  in  my  name,  to  the  Tetes  Plattes, 
whom  they  are  expecting  among  them,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  come 
to  Fort  Duquene.  If  this  message  is  successful,  I do  not  despair  of  com- 
plete success. 

The  Iroquois  of  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Duquene  have  almost  all 
withdrawn  to  M.  de  la  Chauvignerie,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Riviere  au 
Boeuf,  on  a belt  from  the  Five  Nations.  M.  Dumas  is  very  glad  to  be 
rid  of  them.  Their  affairs  will  go  no  better  until  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  disposition  of  the  Loups  and  the  Chaouanons  toward  them. 
He  will  report  to  me  about  this.  The  first  seem  to  think  as  I want  them 
to,  but  both  of  them  need  to  be  better  sounded  out. 

The  people  of  Kanaouagon^®  have  changed  their  minds.  A dispute 
among  them  has  made  them  decide  to  remain  at  their  old  village,  instead 
of  going  to  settle  near  M.  de  La  Chauvignerie. 

” Lieutenant  Michel  Maray  de  la  Chauvignerie  commanded  at  Fort  Machault  in 

1756  and  1757. 

Apparently  the  Catawbas. 

"Kanaouagon  (Conewango)  was  an  Indian  village  at  the  junction  of  Conewango 

Creek  with  the  Allegheny  River,  on  the  site  of  Warren,  Pa. 
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The  provisions  which  M.  Dumas  had  requested  from  the  Illinois 
reached  him.  They  were  not  as  plentiful  as  I should  have  wished. 

I knew  that  the  route  from  the  Illinois  to  Fort  Duquene  was  as  fine 
as  could  be  desired.  Chevalier  de  Villiers,  who  commanded  the  escort 
with  these  provisions,  came  up  as  far  as  Fort  Duquene  with  a boat  of 
18  thousand-weight.  This  little  convoy  reveals  a sure  communication 
for  this  colony  with  the  Illinois,  from  which  I can  draw  help,  both  in 
provisions  and  in  men,  quicker  and  more  easily  than  from  the  heart  of 
this  colony. 

Sieur  de  Villiers’  report  makes  one  feel  more  than  ever  the  need  for 
building  a fort  at  the  falls^®  to  secure  that  communication.  I think. 
Monseigneur,  that  this  work  should  not  be  deferred  and  that  it  should 
be  made  of  solid  masonry.  Our  neighbors  are  making  preparations  to 
take  us  by  force.  We  need  only  some  good  posts.  I had  made  like 
representations,  in  1746,  to  the  Court,  which  authorized  me  to  have  this 
fort  built ; but  this  was  not  accomplished  because  of  the  circumstances, 
and  since  that  time  it  has  not  been  discussed. 

M.  de  Villiers  brought  with  him  an  Illinois  chief  and  4 warriors; 
he  made  them  smoke  with  the  Chaouanons.  The  peace  between  these 
two  tribes  is  going  to  be  lasting ; the  Chaouanons  seem  disposed  to  send 
one  of  their  chiefs  with  M.  de  Villiers  to  consolidate  it. 

These  Illinois  returned  home  much  displeased  with  journeying  about 
20  days  with  M.  de  Villiers,  without  finding  any  chance  to  attack.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  they  will  invite  the  Missouris  to  join  them  next  spring 
in  an  attack  upon  the  enemy. 

M.  Dumas  has  also  had  peace  made  between  the  Illinois,  the  tribes  of 
La  Baye,“^  the  Saulteux^^  and  Pouteouatamis. 

Fie  sent  me  two  young  Chaouanon  warriors,  who  are  attached  to  him. 
They  assured  me  on  behalf  of  their  chiefs,  and  all  their  tribe,  of  the 
pleasure  it  gave  them  to  see  me ; that,  from  the  first  moment  they  had 
known  of  my  arrival,  they  had  all  declared  for  the  French;  that  they 
had  given  proofs  of  this  in  the  battle  we  gave  General  Braddock’s  army ; 
that  they  were  resolved  never  to  quit  the  French,  and  to  die  with  them. 
I have  received  these  Chaouanons  very  well.  The  welcome  I gave  them 

The  Falls  of  the  Ohio  are  near  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  tribes  of  La  Baye  were  Winnebago  Indians. 

“ The  Saulteux  Indians  belonged  to  the  Chippewa  tribe. 
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could  only  excite  envy  among  the  other  savages  of  the  Belle  Riviere 
and  make  them  decide  to  follow  the  same  course.  I am  sending  them 
back. 

According  to  certain  prisoners  and  deserters,  as  well  as  our  scouts 
likewise : 

The  enemy  gives  no  sign  of  any  immediate  movement  on  the  Belle 
Riviere.  Our  continuous  raids  have  placed  it  beyond  the  power  of  Vir- 
ginia not  only  to  undertake  any  offensive  movement  but  even  to  build 
any  forts  for  protection. 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Cumberland  is  unpaid.  It  is  much  diminished 
by  sickness,  which  has  been  prevalent  there  all  winter  and  is  so  now. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  grass  was  growing  in  the  roads  of  the  Cumber- 
land communication.  Messengers  no  longer  came  any  further  than 
Winchester-^  because  of  our  savages  who  are  always  in  the  field. 

Not  a grain  of  Indian  corn  has  been  planted  from  this  post  to  Kane- 
ghuigik,^*  which  is  25  leagues  away  from  it  toward  the  sea. 

The  entire  frontier  of  the  three  provinces  is  in  the  same  condition.  It 
was  thought  that  Fort  Cumberland  would  very  soon  be  abandoned,  as 
more  than  three  months  have  passed  since  a wagon  or  bateau  had  come 
there. 

The  English  are  in  constant  fear  of  being  attacked.  They  have  scouts 
out  to  be  informed  of  our  approach.  They  have  dug  a ditch  to  bury 
their  cannon.  Their  plan  is  to  blow  up  Fort  Cumberland  with  powder 
when  they  retreat.  This  report  is  for  the  end  of  the  month  of  June. 

Other  scouts  and  prisoners  have  reported : 

That  the  provinces  of  Pinsilvanie  and  Marilande  were  gathering  and 
uniting  their  forces. 

That,  first,  after  the  harvest,  3000  men,  commanded  by  General 
Loudon,  were  to  come  and  attack  Fort  Duquene.  This  report  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  last  prisoners  taken  on  Lake  St.  Sacrement,  who  all  say 
that  General  Loudon  is  to  command  the  army  intended  to  besiege 
Carillon^®  and  St.  Frederic.  A party  of  savages,  who  were  unable  to 

Winchester  is  in  Frederick  county,  Virginia. 

**  Brodhead  says  that  this  is  “supposed  to  be  Fort  Frederick,  Washington  county, 

Maryland,  near  what  Mitchel  calls  the  Oonegogee,  now  the  Conecocheague 

Creek.” 

“ Carillon  (Ticonderoga)  was  the  French  fortress  between  Lake  Champlain  and 

Lake  George  (Lake  St.  Sacrement). 
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attack,  said  they  had  seen  great  activity  beyond  Cumberland,  and  a 
numerous  army  on  the  march. 

M.  Dumas  had  scouts  out  against  the  enemy,  on  the  25th  of  June, 
as  far  as  the  glacis  of  Fort  Cumberland.  Some  movements  were  indeed 
seen,  but  the  last  prisoners  said  that  the  enemy  had  no  other  purpose 
than  to  protect  the  frontiers  and  guard  the  workers  on  their  lands.  M. 
Dumas  informs  me  that  if  the  enemy  comes  to  him,  which  I cannot  be- 
lieve, he  hopes  to  give  me  news  as  good  as  last  year’s. 

Although  the  greater  part  of  the  tribes  of  the  upper  country  have 
gone  away  from  fear  of  small  pox,  which  was  at  Niagara,  and  later  at 
Presqu’isle,  they  were  equally  afraid  of  catching  it  at  Fort  Duquene. 
M.  Dumas’  force,  nevertheless,  consists  of  810  men;  and  if  the  enemy 
really  were  marching  against  him,  he  would  very  soon  call  up  the  sav- 
ages of  the  Belle  Riviere,  who  are  better  disposed,  and  by  means  of 
whom  he  will  be  in  a position  to  prevent  them  from  making  any  progress. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat,  C“  A 102,  f.  53] 


Montreal,  July  12,  1757. 

Monseigneur, 

You  will  have  seen,  by  the  letter  which  I had  the  honor  to  write  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  on  April  18th,  what  happened  of  importance  at  the 
posts  of  the  Belle  Riviere  and  the  measures  I took  for  the  greater  se- 
curity of  that  region. 

M.  de  Ligneris,^®  in  accordance  with  my  orders,  has  continually  sent 
out  parties  to  harass  the  enemy. 

He  lost  no  time  in  avenging  the  Canadian  who  was  killed  and  the 
one  who  was  captured  near  Fort  Duquesne  ; for  a detachment  commanded 


* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  580-584. 

” M.  de  Ligneris  (or  Lignery)  was  appointed  to  replace  M.  Dumas  as  commander 
of  Fort  Duquesne,  in  November,  1756. 
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by  M.  de  Normanville  reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Cumberland  after  33 
days  in  the  field,  and  although  it  was  not  possible  to  go  near  the  fort 
because  of  the  savages’  fear  of  being  surrounded,  there  being  much  snow 
on  the  ground,  he,  nevertheless,  took  4 prisoners  in  the  settlements  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  called  the  Potowmak,  in  Virginia,  about  15  leagues 
from  Fort  Cumberland.  Fie  burned  10  houses  and  as  many  barns  full 
of  wheat,  killed  20  horses  or  cows.  This  trifling  success  should  show 
the  enemy  that  the  bitterest  season  of  the  year  does  not  protect  them 
from  our  incursions. 

Another  party  headed  by  M.  de  Montmidy  returned  with  8 scalps 
and  7 prisoners  taken  on  the  frontiers  of  Pinsilvanie. 

M.  de  Rocheblave  also  arrived  with  a prisoner  taken  on  the  bank  of 
the  same  Riviere  Potowunak,  three  days’  march  from  Fort  Cumberland. 

M.  Du  Verger  St.  Blin^^  took  two  scalps,  and  himself  captured  a 
prisoner  near  Fort  Cumberland.  A party  of  savages  from  Kanaouagen, 
who  were  to  join  M.  de  St.  Blin,  took  another  trail  to  go  and  attack 
another  fort ; and  on  their  return,  encountered  a party  of  English  and 
savages.  They  killed  one,  wounded  another,  and  took  a third  prisoner. 
These  savages  had  taken  many  English  and  Cataba^®  scalps,  but  were 
obliged  to  abandon  them,  as  they  were  unable  to  withstand  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy. 

A party  of  8 Pouteoutamis  and  4 Outaouas  returned  with  two  scalps 
and  one  prisoner. 

A party  of  Sonontouans  attacked  a fort  beyond  Cumberland,  killed  4 
men,  but  were  able  to  take  only  2 scalps  because  they  were  surrounded 
by  an  English  detachment. 

Another  party  of  the  same  tribe  killed  8 Englishmen;  but  on  their 
return  they  were  overtaken  by  100  Englishmen  and  savages.  They  lost 
3 men,  including  the  chief  of  the  party. 

As  the  Catabas,  or  at  least  a part  of  that  tribe,  have  joined  the  Eng- 
lish, I sent  out  several  parties  of  the  Five  Nations  to  make  war  on  them 
with  the  idea  of  inducing  them  to  abandon  the  English,  which  I dare 
expect  from  the  attacks  which  they  are  receiving. 

” Duverger  de  Saint  Blin  (Simblin  in  many  of  the  English  reports)  was  com- 
mander at  Fort  Le  Boeuf  in  1755-1756  and  led  numerous  raids  against  the  Eng- 
lish settlers. 

“ The  Catawbas  were  a southern  Indian  tribe,  on  the  western  border  of  South 

Carolina. 
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M.  de  Normanville,  who  has  been  in  the  field  since  April  18th,  arrived 
about  a month  later  at  Fort  Duquesne  with  3 scalps,  including  one  of  an 
Englishman  and  two  of  savages  of  another  nation.  A little  this  side  of 
the  height  of  land,  he  met  5 men  who  seemed  to  him  to  be  scouts.  He 
pursued  them,  killed  3,  but  could  not  overtake  the  other  two.  He  lost 
one  Sonnontouan,  who  was  killed  on  this  occasion. 

M.  de  Montisambert,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a party  of  200  men  from 
various  tribes,  did  not  have  the  success  which  could  be  expected.  His 
party  separated  before  it  reached  Fort  Cumberland.  This  officer  could 
not  continue  on  his  way  because  he  fell  dangerously  ill  near  the  height 
of  land,  where  he  remained  to  await  his  savages.  He  arrived  at  Fort 
Duquene  with  3 scalps  that  a party  of  20  men  had  brought  him  from  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Cumberland.  The  other  bands  from  the  same  party  re- 
turned with  two  prisoners  and  one  scalp. 

3 Loups  were  attacked  15  leagues  from  Fort  Duquene  by  about  15 
Englishmen.  They  killed  4 of  them,  but  they  brought  in  only  one  scalp 
as  they  did  not  have  time  to  get  the  others.  One  of  these  Loups  was 
wounded. 

A party  of  Sonnontouans  and  Goyogoins  made  an  attack  in  the 
country  of  Northampton^®  in  Pinsilvanie.  They  brought  in  only  one 
scalp.  These  savages  gave  the  reason  that,  as  they  had  not  been  ac- 
customed to  make  war  against  the  English,  they  had  much  recruiting 
to  do ; for  this  they  had  given  3 men  and  3 women ; they  had  killed  10 
Englishmen,  repeating  their  attacks  several  times.  They  were  much 
satisfied  with  their  expedition.  They  say  that  they  have  killed  an  officer 
and  that  they  were  obliged  to  go  very  far  into  the  cleared  country  in 
order  to  attack ; that  they  had  burned  a number  of  houses  and  killed  any 
number  of  animals. 

M.  Montcourt,  a cadet,  after  85  days’  absence,  returned  with  2 scalps 
taken  in  Pinsilvanie. 

Other  parties  which  struck  in  the  same  direction  returned  with  5 
prisoners  and  4 scalps. 

Finally,  the  Loups  captured  a fort  during  the  winter,  4 leagues  from 
the  one  taken  by  Chevalier  de  Villiers.®®  Last  year,  they  attacked  a con- 

” This  refers  to  Northampton  county.  During  the  years  of  1756  and  1757,  the  Dela- 
ware and  Shawnee  Indians  made  innumerable  raids  upon  the  inhabitants. 

Fort  Necessity  was  surrendered  to  de  Villiers  by  Washington,  on  July  4,  1754. 
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voy,  killed  all  the  waggoners,  took  a great  deal  of  provisions  and  made 
a cache  of  the  rest. 

A party  from  the  same  tribe  brought  a prisoner  to  M.  de  Ligneris. 

The  losses  which  we  sustained  on  other  occasions  when  we  fought 
against  the  English  consist  of  two  Sonnontouans,  one  Chaouanon,  and 
3 Loups. 

The  English  had  no  other  successes  against  us  until  June  5th,  when 
we  lost  Messieurs  de  La  Saussaye,  St.  Ours,  and  Belletre,  the  first  an 
ensign  en  pied  in  the  troops  of  Isle  Royale,  and  the  two  others  ensigns 
en  second  in  the  troops  of  this  colony.  These  3 officers  were  returning 
with  3 Canadians  from  Fort  Cumberland,  where  they  had  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  attack.  They  were  slain  with  the  3 Canadians  a little  this  side 
of  the  height  of  land,  by  20  Englishmen  or  savages  lying  in  ambush,  who 
fired  pointblank  at  them. 

M.  de  Ligneris  sent  a belt  to  the  Loups  on  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains to  induce  them,  in  my  name,  to  come  immediately  to  join  their 
brethren,  and  come  under  our  flag.  The  two  savages  entrusted  with 
this  belt  are  of  the  same  tribe  and  village.  He  had  seen  them  at  the 
end  of  the  fall,  and  they  had  passed  the  winter  at  Chiningue.  According 
to  what  they  told  M.  de  Ligneris  before  their  departure,  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  that  tribe  is  firmly  resolved  to 
abandon  the  English  forever,  and  to  ally  themselves  with  us ; but  a 
prisoner  reported  that  those  Loups  who  have  fought  against  the  Eng- 
lish had,  nevertheless,  gone  in  a truce  among  them  to  seek  peace.  This 
should  be  confirmed. 

The  prisoners  reported  to  M.  de  Ligneris : 

That  the  English  have  11  forts  to  guard  the  settlements  of  Virginia; 
that  there  are  other  forts  besides,  the  number  of  wdiich  they  do  not 
know ; there  are  about  20  militia  in  each  of  these  forts,  except  one, 
which  is  only  5 leagues  from  Fort  Cumberland. 

That  there  is  in  the  province  of  Marilande  a fort  called  Frederic, 
which  is  garrisoned  with  500  men ; that  much  provisions  have  been 
transported  there. 

That  they  have  levied  high  taxes  in  Pinsilvanie. 

That  the  English  are  fortifying  Wenchester.®^ 


Winchester,  in  Virginia. 
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That  the  English  are  making  every  effort  to  conclude  peace  with  the 
tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere  and  vicinity ; and  they  had  sent  messages 
everywhere  to  induce  them  to  remain  quiet.  This  report  is  true.  I had 
much  trouble  in  finding  out  about  alt  these  messages,  and  in  taking  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  our  savages. 

M.  de  Ligneris  w^as  eager  to  send  out  scouts  on  all  sides.  He  learned 
from  those  wdio  were  in  the  direction  of  Pinsilvanie  and  Marilande  since 
spring,  that  toward  the  height  of  land  two  main  trails  are  visible,  with 
tracks  of  men  and  horses.  This  causes  him  to  send  scouts  frequently 
in  that  direction,  without,  however,  neglecting  Fort  Cumberland.  It 
could  well  be  that  the  English  were  making  new  establishments  to  serve 
them  as  supply  posts.  I have  recommended  to  M.  de  Ligneris  to  do  his 
best  to  find  out  the  truth  about  this. 

Some  savages  also  reported  to  M.  de  Ligneris  that  they  discovered 
some  wide  roads  where  they  saw  a number  of  enemies. 

He  learned,  at  the  same  time,  from  a prisoner  that  the  English  were 
preparing  all  kinds  of  provisions,  and  collecting  horses  in  the  various 
provinces  for  an  attack  on  Fort  Duquene ; that  they  have  300  savages 
continually  on  the  mountains ; that  there  are  400  men  assembled  in 
Philadelphia,  400  in  another  post  of  Pinsilvanie,  and  400  in  Marilande ; 
but  this  prisoner  added  that  he  did  not  know  where  their  rendezvous 
was : that  he  had  seen  only  4 cannon  with  20  wagons  in  a small  village 
of  Pinsilvanie ; that  the  English  have  500  regulars,  including  one  com- 
pany of  Grenadiers. 

I do  not  think  that  the  English  will  attack  M.  de  Ligneris ; but  what- 
ever movement  they  make  this  year,  I have  neglected  nothing  to  put 
him  in  a position  to  resist  them ; for  besides  the  garrison  of  militia  and 
savage  tribes  from  Detroit,  of  tribes  living  on  the  Belle  Riviere,  and  of 
militia  whom  I have  sent  from  this  colony,  he  now  has  at  his  disposal 
militia  and  savage  tribes  from  the  Illinois ; and  for  still  greater  security 
I gave  orders  in  the  month  of  April  to  the  commanders  of  Niagara  and 
of  all  the  posts  of  the  Belle  Riviere  that  they  should  rotate  their  forces 
from  one  post  to  another,  and  keep  themselves  always  ready  to  give 
mutual  support.  As  a result  of  this,  I believe  I have  reason  to  hope 
that  if  the  English  make  any  attempt  they  will  fail. 

But  for  the  preservation  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  on  which  depends  the 
preservation  of  all  the  posts  of  the  upper  country,  it  is  indispensable 
that  Fort  Duquesne  be  strengthened  in  such  a way  that  it  will  be  able 
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to  withstand  a siege.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  English  will  undertake 
it,  especially  if  we  postpone  putting  our  forces  in  condition  to  resist  the 
forces  they  may  put  in  the  field.  It  is  less  difficult  than  ever  for  them 
to  penetrate  to  that  place  with  an  army.  General  Bradock  opened  the 
road  for  them  in  1755.  He  was  only  three  leagues  from  Fort  Duquesne, 
and,  fortunately  for  us,  his  vast  projects  failed  there.  Fort  Duquesne, 
in  its  present  condition,  could  not  resist  the  enemy.  It  is  too  small  to 
lodge  the  garrison  necessary  for  such  a purpose.  A single  cannon  shot 
would  be  sufficient  to  set  it  on  fire,  which  could  not  be  extinguished  be- 
cause the  houses  are  too  close  together.  The  garrison  would  then  find 
itself  in  the  sad  necessity  of  abandoning  that  fort.  It  is,  moreover,  so 
near  the  junction  of  the  Belle  Riviere  and  the  Malangaillee®^  that  it  is 
always  exposed  to  being  inundated  by  the  flood-waters.  M.  de  Ligneris 
is  having  repairs  made  on  this  fort  as  well  as  possible,  considering  its 
wretched  site ; but  that  cannot  diminish  the  necessity  of  erecting  a new 
fort.  I have  incontrovertibly  established  the  necessity  for  this,  in  my 
letters  of  1755  and  1756. 

I am  much  less  afraid  for  Fort  Duquesne  and  the  other  posts  of  the 
Belle  Riviere  during  this  campaign  than  for  the  future.  I have  this 
year  luckily  surmounted  the  impossibility  of  furnishing  provisions  from 
this  colony  for  that  place,  through  the  foresight  I had  in  making  up 
most  of  the  deficiency  by  having  food  sent  from  Detroit,  and  likewise 
from  the  Illinois  post and  had  I neglected  these  two  resources — ^that 
is,  had  I not  given  and  repeated,  during  the  winter,  the  most  urgent 
orders  to  the  commanders  of  these  two  posts — the  Belle  Riviere  would 
be  at  present  totally  without  provisions,  and  consequently,  all  our  forts 
would  be  abandoned. 

The  extreme  scarcity,  that  we  are  suffering  only  too  severely  in  the 
heart  of  the  colony,  cannot  fail  to  make  itself  felt  in  the  region  of  the 
Belle  Riviere.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  remedy  this,  except 
by  the  orders  I am  giving  M.  de  Ligneris,  to  send  a detachment  of  150 
or  200  men  to  the  Illinois,  and  to  decrease  the  garrisons  of  the  forts 
under  his  command.  For  this  winter,  perhaps,  he  will  even  be  forced 
to  reduce  them  to  an  insufficient  number.  I have  already  written  sev- 
eral letters  to  the  commanders  at  Detroit  and  the  Illinois  to  put  them- 

” Monongahela. 

“ This  probably  refers  to  Fort  Chartres,  although  Fort  Miami  was  also  called  the 

Illinois  post. 
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selves  at  once  in  position  to  send,  as  soon  as  navigation  opens,  the 
largest  quantity  of  provisions  of  all  descriptions  that  they  can  send  from 
that  post  (by  restricting  the  settlers  to  their  bare  living)  for  the  pro- 
visioning of  the  posts  on  the  Belle  Riviere.  I have  also  given  orders  to 
the  commander  of  Fort  du  Chartres  to  send  M.  de  Ligneris  any  rein- 
forcements that  officer  will  ask  of  him,  in  militia  and  savage  tribes. 

It  is  impossible  for  me.  Monseigneur,  to  show  more  distinctly  to 
what  extremity  the  people  are  reduced  when  provisions  often  become 
scarce. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 102,  f.  721] 

Montreal,  July  13,  1757 

Monseigneur, 

By  my  letter  of  April  18th,  I had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Keeper 
of  the  Seals  that  the  Loups  of  Theoga,®^  whom  I had  induced  to  come 
to  Niagara,  had  told  M.  Pouchot  that  the  English  had  9 forts  around 
them,  one  of  which  held  a garrison  of  600  men.  This  aroused  my  at- 
tention even  more,  because  an  English  prisoner  had  already  made  me 
the  same  report. 

As  these  forts  are  within  reach  of  the  Presqu’isle  and  the  Riviere  au 
Boeuf,  I gave  orders  to  the  commanders  of  these  two  posts  to  keep 
some  scouts  out  in  that  direction.  I expressly  charged  all  the  savages, 
and  especially  the  Loups,  to  inform  the  commander  of  the  first  post 
they  could  reach  concerning  the  enemy’s  movements,  whenever  they 
perceived  any. 

M.  de  La  Chauvignerie  sent  M.  de  St.  Ours  with  6 Canadians  and 
14  savages  to  reconnoiter  the  English  fort  where  there  is  a garrison  of 


* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  588-590. 

Theoga  or  Tioga  was  an  Indian  town  near  Athens,  Bradford  county. 
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600  men.  This  fort  is  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Riviere  de  Zinantchain/^ 
and  quite  near  Fort  Machault.  The  Sieur  de  St.  Ours  took  two  scalps 
within  sight  of  that  fort,  but  could  take  no  prisoners. 

A party  of  15  Loups  from  the  same  village  of  Theoga,  which  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  fort  in  question,  brought  a German  prisoner  from 
Bathleem^®  in  Pinsilvanie,  with  5 scalps,  to  M.  Pouchot  at  Niagara. 
Another  party  of  the  same  tribe  brought  him  another  prisoner. 

I was  informed  that  the  English  had  had  500  bateaux  constructed 
on  the  Riviere  de  Canestio,  at  Skamoken  that  a Loup  had  even  seen 
them;  that  the  English  were  still  at  work  building  other  bateaux,  and 
were  announcing  that  they  would  send  out  10,000  men  to  reduce  all  the 
forts  of  the  Belle  Riviere. 

I felt  it  necessary  to  be  sure  of  the  Loups  of  Chaamonaque  or  Theoga. 
This  was  no  easy  matter,  but  as  a result  of  secretly  sending  belts  to 
them,  they  sent  word  to  me  that  they  would  send  their  families  to  the 
vicinity  of  Presqu’isle,  to  plant  Indian  corn ; and  that  all  their  warriors 
would  assemble  at  Theoga  to  oppose  the  enemy’s  march. 

I took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  send  savages  in  that  di- 
rection. A Sonontouan  told  me  that  more  than  100  of  his  people  had 
gone  with  the  Loups  to  the  Riviere  de  Canestio  to  harry  the  English, 
who  are  very  numerous  around  Skamoken,  where  they  are  actually 
building  boats ; that  it  was  a pleasure  to  kill  the  English ; that  they  had 
only  to  cross  the  river,  and  there  they  all  were  in  a heap. 

Sieur  de  Chevigny,  cadet,  accompanied  by  a single  Irroquois  went  to 
the  banks  of  the  Riviere  Potowmack  where  they  killed  one  Englishman 
and  took  a renegade  Frenchman  prisoner,  whom  the  Irroquois  killed 
on  the  way  because  he  could  not  walk.  This  Sieur  de  Chevigny  burned 
two  houses  which  were  abandoned,  a small  fort,  also  abandoned,  and  4 
barns  full  of  grain. 

A p-arty  of  7 savages  sent  out  by  M.  de  la  Chauvignerie,  returned 
with  7 prisoners  and  3 scalps  which  they  had  taken  near  Pinsilvanie. 

“From  Pouchot’s  “Carte  des  Frontieres  Frangoises  et  Angloises,”  it  would  appear 
that  the  Riviere  Zinantchain  is  the  Susquehanna  river  above  its  junction  with 
the  Juniata.  The  fort  would  be  Fort  Augusta,  now  Sunbury. 

“ Bethlehem,  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  was  the  principal  town  of  the  ^Moravians. 
" Shamokin  was  an  Iroquois  village  located  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  on  or  near 
the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Sunbury,  Northumberland  county.  The  English 
erected  a fort  here  in  1757.  The  River  Canestio  appears  to  have  been  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  according  to  Pouchot’s  map. 
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This  party  had  roamed  around  Skamoken,  but  the  English  were  so 
much  on  their  guard  that  our  savages  could  not  find  an  opportunity  to 
attack.  This  obliged  them  to  push  farther  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  seeking  inhabited  places ; they  then  saw  about  40  abandoned 
houses. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  inhabitants  are  retiring  to  Skamoken 
with  their  cattle,  as  the  savages  of  the  same  party  are  sure  that  they 
had  seen  great  activity  in  the  vicinity  of  the  English  fort  and  that  they 
had  seen  no  one  in  all  of  the  surrounding  country. 

Other  parties,  which  arrived  from  time  to  time,  were  also  sure  that 
the  settlements  away  from  the  fort  were  deserted,  and  that  almost  all 
of  the  small  forts  built  by  the  English  last  year  to  protect  their  frontiers 
had  been  evacuated. 

I was  informed  of  the  English  negotiations  to  break  up  my  negotia- 
tions with  the  Loups  of  Theoga ; that,  in  fact,  several  savages  of  that 
tribe  had  attended  them,  but  their  chiefs,  after  a message  which  I sent 
them,  departed  with  their  warriors  to  look  for  them,  and  they  in- 
formed me  that  in  case  they  did  not  listen  to  them,  they  would  treat 
them  as  real  Englishmen.  These  Loups  had  been  led  away  by  an  Eng- 
lish interpreter,  who  had  given  them  many  presents. 

Some  time  later,  I heard  that  everything  was  quiet  among  the  Loups ; 
that  they  were  planting  their  crops ; that  the  chiefs  who  had  been  to 
Philadelphia  had  returned ; that  they  had  pledged  their  young  men  to 
go  to  war  against  the  English. 

These  Loups  reported  that  a great  chief  had  come  to  Philadelphia 
(this  is,  doubtless,  General  Lawdun).®®  An  important  council  was  held 
with  the  other  chiefs  of  the  country ; when  he  was  told  that  Colonel 
Johnson  had  invited  his  brothers  of  the  Five  Nations,  this  great  chief 
became  very  angry;  he  had  said  that  Colonel  Johnson  was  wrong  to 
call  any  one  a brother  and  ally;  that  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations 
and  the  country  of  the  Belle  Riviere  belong  to  the  King  of  England ; 
he  knew  that  the  Five  Nations  and  almost  all  the  savages  were  on  the 
French  side;  but  as  soon  as  the  grass  had  grown  a little  the  Governor 
of  Canada  would  be  dead,  and  he  would  march  everywhere.  He  did 
not  fear  the  French;  although  he  should  lose  many  men  because  of  the 


The  Earl  of  Loudoun  became  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces  in  North 
America,  in  July  1756. 
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savages,  he  would  not  stop ; he  also  had  friendly  savages  whom  he  would 
take  with  him. 

The  Loups  assured  me  that  it  would  be  an  impossibility  for  the  Eng- 
lish to  come  and  attack  Presqu’isle  because  of  the  difficulty  of  going  up 
the  river,  where  the  English  would  be  exposed  to  being  defeated  by  a 
handful  of  men ; and  that,  moreover,  they  would  have  to  go  through 
their  village. 

An  Englishman  told  me  he  had  gone  up  the  Riviere  de  Canestio  to 
Skamoken  100  times.  He  says  that  it  is  of  little  use;  it  is  as  wide  as 
the  Riviere  de  Niagara  but  more  a torrent  than  a river,  full  of  rapids, 
sand-banks  and  huge  rocks ; the  most  that  could  be  done  to  go  up  this 
river  was  to  tow  very  small  bateaux ; the  country  is  impassable  and  full 
of  defiles. 

The  Irroquois  tell  me  there  is  only  one  portage,  6 leagues  in  length, 
between  it  and  the  Riviere  de  Canaouagon,  or  that  above  La  Faille 
Coupee.  An  Englishman  told  me,  on  the  contrary,  that  to  reach  Eort 
Machault  the  English  could  not  avoid  making  a land  march  of  17 
leagues.  I shall  make  it  a point  to  be  absolutely  sure  of  what  to  expect.®® 

I judge  that  the  English  fort  in  question  is  at  least  100  leagues  from 
Fort  Machault  and  that  it  is  situated  on  the  frontier  of  Pinsilvanie. 

I have  a number  of  savage  parties,  even  from  the  Five  Nations,  who 
have  gone  to  attack  this  fort. 

Although  there  is  no  appearance  of  early  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Loups  and  of  our  scouts,  I have, 
nevertheless,  given  orders  to  M.  de  La  Chauvignerie  to  have  the 
necessary  work  done  to  put  his  fort  in  a state  of  defence. 

I have  neglected  nothing  to  induce  the  Loups  of  Theoga  to  come  near 
me.  They  are  established  near  Fort  Skamoken.  I did  not  think  I 
could  succeed  because  the  Loups  have  never  had  the  slightest  friendship 
for  the  French,  and  because  they  have  always  been  with  the  English. 
My  negotiations,  however,  have  succeeded  up  to  the  point  that  I actually 
have  with  me  the  great  chief  of  that  tribe  (who  is  called  the  king), 
with  a band  of  his  warriors.  I have  received  him  very  well,  and  sent 
him  back  in  such  a way  that  he  assured  me  that  he  and  all  his  tribe 

Possibly  a portage  from  the  upper  Allegheny  to  the  West  Branch  is  referred  to, 
but  the  meaning  is  unclear. 

" Fort  Machault  at  Franklin,  Pa. 


108 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


would  be  closely  allied  with  the  French  and  would  make  war  against 
the  English.  I demanded  that  he  give  me  a proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
promise.  He  immediately  assigned  some  of  his  warriors  to  go  and 
join  the  army  I am  sending  against  Fort  George.  The  sight  of  this 
army,  which  consists  of  about  9000  men,  zuill  give  these  Loups  nothing 
hut  an  exalted  idea  of  the  French  power  and  strengthen  the  confidence 
they  are  beginning  to  have  in  us.*'^ 

The  alliance  I made  with  these  Loups  will  be  advantageous  to  us  in 
all  respects.  They  can  send  out  their  parties  as  far  as  New  Gersey,  New 
Yorck  and  many  other  places  which  our  savages  are  not  near  enough 
to  strike. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

IMonseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C"  A 103,  f.  16] 

Montreal,  February  13,  1758 
27  prisoners  and  27  scalps 
taken  at  the  English  fort  near 
Fort  Machault. 

Monseigneur, 

The  fort,*^  which  the  English  have  within  reach  of  Fort  Machault, 
is  still  on  my  mind.  I have  parties  there  constantly,  which  up  to  the 
present  have  been  very  successful.  Since  my  last  letter,  they  brought 
27  prisoners  and  27  scalps  to  M.  de  la  Chauvignerie. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil 


“ The  italicized  portion  was  in  cipher  in  the  original. 
“ Fort  Augusta  at  Sunbury,  Northumberland  county. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 103,  f.  17] 

Montreal,  February  13,  1758 

M.  de  Vaudreuil 

Several  scalps  and  prisoners 
taken,  toward  the  Belle  Riviere. 
The  inhabitants  of  Pensilvanie, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia  have 
fled. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pinsilvanie 
have  asked  peace  from  the  Loups. 
The  English  have  made  some 
fortifications  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land. 

A Jesuit  has  gone  to  establish  a 
mission  among  the  tribes  of  the 
Belle  Riviere. 

Monseigneur, 

Since  the  letter  that  I had  the  honor  to  write  you,  by  the  last  vessels, 
concerning  the  region  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  nothing  very  important  has 
happened  there,  but  our  parties  continued  to  harry  our  enemies. 

4 Frenchmen  of  the  Illinois  detachment,  who  had  been  in  the  field 
for  two  months,  came  back  with  the  scalps  of  two  Englishmen  killed 
in  Pinsilvanie. 

A Canadian  voyageur,  who  had  raised  a savage  party,  took  12 
prisoners  and  18  scalps  in  the  same  country. 

Two  cadets  of  our  troops  also  returned  with  two  scalps  taken  on 
the  Riviere  Potomack. 

M.  de  Rocheblave,  at  the  head  of  4 Canadians  and  a few  savages, 
took  13  prisoners  and  4 scalps.  He  destroyed  a considerable  number 
of  oxen  and  other  animals. 

M.  de  Vercheres  took  two  prisoners  and  one  scalp  in  the  settlements 
of  Virginia. 

Two  other  cadets  of  our  troops  also  returned  with  two  scalps. 

All  our  parties  have  carried  terror  among  our  enemies  to  a point  that 
the  settlements  of  the  English  in  Pinsilvanie,  Mariland,  and  Virginia 
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are  abandoned.  All  the  settlers  have  retreated  to  the  city  or  into  the 
forest. 

A Loup,  established  at  Sandoske,^^  has  likewise  reported  to  M. 
Demuy,  commander  of  Detroit,  that,  as  the  English  of  Pinsilvanie  could 
no  longer  maintain  the  war,  they  have  addressed  the  Loups,  who  are 
three  days’  journey  from  Fort  Duquene,  and  have  told  them  that  they 
had  never  done  them  any  harm ; that  they  were  so  tired  of  the  cruel 
war  they  were  making  that  they  could  not  avoid  asking  them  for  peace. 
They  expected  to  ask  it  from  the  French  as  well.  At  the  most,  the 
savages  would  have  the  right  to  go  through  their  lands  to  reach  Vir- 
ginia, to  avenge  the  deaths  of  their  people  and  they  would  furnish,  like- 
wise, the  help  that  their  parties  would  need  when  going  through  their 
land.  I do  not  have  absolute  confidence  in  this  Loup’s  report,  although 
I am  persuaded  that  the  English  are  using  every  means  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  blows  of  our  savages,  and  that  this  measure,  humiliat- 
ing though  it  be,  would  not  be  any  more  costly  than  the  one  they  took 
before,  if  they  could  carry  out  their  plans. 

M.  de  Rocheblave,  on  his  last  reconnoitering  trip,  approached  very 
near  Fort  Cumberland.  He  saw  that  the  English  had  built,  on  the  out- 
side, two  redoubts  in  which  they  had  placed  batteries  of  cannon;  and 
that  they  were  also  building  a fort,  with  the  logs  laid  lengthwise,  around 
the  stockaded  fort.  In  this  fort,  the  English  are  in  greater  number  than 
before,  since  they  were  in  a position  to  send  out  150  men  to  pursue  one 
of  our  parties. 

I had  the  honor.  Monseigneur,  to  report  the  departure  of  the  Jesuit 
to  establish  a mission  among  the  tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere.  He  has 
reached  there,  but  at  the  beginning  he  did  not  have  the  success  that  his 
zeal  made  him  desire.  He  has,  nevertheless,  baptised  a few  children 
and  begun  to  instill  the  sentiments  of  Christianity  in  several  savages. 
This  is  a work  that  requires  time  and  patience.  I am  also  exhorting 
this  missionary  not  to  be  discouraged  and  to  have  as  much  perseverance 
as  is  necessary  for  an  object  of  such  importance. 

I am,  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil 


“ Sandusky,  Ohio. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C*  A 103,  f.  108] 

Montreal,  June  10,  1758. 

M.  de  Vaudreuil 

Parties  of  savages  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Chamokin. 
They  report  that  the  army  mus- 
tering there  is  intended  for  the 
Belle  Riviere. 

Monseigneur, 

I am  still  interested  in  maintaining  savage  parties  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Chamokin.^* 

The  first  party,  composed  of  12  Irroquois  of  the  Five  Nations  and 
14  Loups,  returned  with  7 prisoners  and  15  scalps. 

The  second  party  took  7 scalps  and  2 prisoners. 

A third  Loup  party  returned  with  4 scalps  and  8 prisoners. 

These  prisoners  reported  that  7,000  regulars  had  landed,  but  they  did 
not  know  their  destination. 

The  savages  assured  IM.  de  La  Chauvignerie  that  the  army  which  was 
forming  was  intended  for  the  Belle  Riviere,  and  that  the  English  would 
set  out  on  the  march  from  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  May. 

It  will  certainly  not  be  my  fault,  Monseigneur,  if  the  care  I am  tak- 
ing to  harry  our  enemy  vigorously  on  all  sides  does  not  oblige  them  to 
abandon  their  plans. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble,  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil 


Fort  Augusta,  the  fort  at  Shamokin. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat,  C“  A 103,  f.  113] 

Montreal,  July  28,  1758 
M.  de  Vaudreuil 
Success  of  several  parties  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Chamokin. 

Monseigneur, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  success  that  various  parties 
have  had  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Chamokin. 

Two  parties  of  Mississagues,  who  joined  together,  have  returned 
with  9 scalps  and  several  prisoners.  They  struck  against  the  settlement 
beyond  this  fort. 

Another  party  of  Mississagues  captured  or  killed  12  Englishmen  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  same  fort. 

Other  parties  captured  or  killed  39  Englishmen. 

Three  parties  of  the  Five  Iroquois  Nations  encountered  a large  num- 
ber of  Englishmen,  who  stood  their  ground.  They  killed  six,  but  while 
scalping  them,  several  of  their  men  were  wounded  dangerously. 

The  prisoners  brought  in  by  all  these  parties  are  children  who  can 
give  no  interesting  report.  Our  savages  saw  no  movement  which  gave 
a sign  of  the  enemy’s  march.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  many  people 
at  Fort  Chamokin.  They  were  not  building  bateaux  there.  The 
countryside  was  entirely  deserted. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 


Vaudreuil. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C'  A 103,  f.  114] 

Montreal,  July  28,  1758. 
Negotiations  of  M.  de  Ligneris 
to  prevent  the  Loups  from  re- 
joining the  English. 

The  reports  of  the  savages  al- 
ways indicate  that  the  English 
will  attack  Fort  Duquesne ; it  has 
a sufficient  supply  of  provisions. 

Monseigneur, 

M.  de  Ligneris,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  has  always  given  the 
greatest  attention  to  harassing  the  English. 

A party  from  M.  de  Normenville’s  detachment,  about  which  I had 
the  honor  to  give  you  an  account  in  one  of  my  letters,  took  a fort  in 
Virginia,  after  leaving  this  detachment,  and  returned  with  4 prisoners 
and  29  scalps.  Another  party  from  the  same  detachment,  which  had 
also  separated  from  it,  arrived  later  with  17  prisoners  and  6 scalps. 

A party  commanded  by  a Canadian  attacked  the  settlements  of  Vir- 
ginia, burned  5 houses,  more  than  1000  minots  of  wheat,  and  a quantity 
of  pork.  It  returned  with  14  prisoners  and  three  scalps. 

Several  parties  sent  out  by  M.  Duverger  St.  Blin,  commander  at  the 
Riviere  au  Boeuf,  were  successful  enough.  Some  took  scalps,  and  others 
prisoners. 

A Loup  we  had  sent  to  reconnoiter  encountered  8 Englishmen,  and 
fired  his  musket.  The  Englishmen  cornered  him,  and  tried  to  capture 
him.  He  defended  himself  with  the  butt  end  of  his  gun,  and  with  his 
knife;  he  killed  two  of  them,  but  while  he  was  scalping  them,  the  Eng- 
lishmen hit  him  over  the  head  with  a hatchet ; at  the  same  time  they 
wounded  him  with  a,  gunshot  in  the  elbow,  and  in  spite  of  that  he 
escaped. 

The  English  savages  killed  a Canadian  a quarter  of  a league  from 
Fort  Duquesne.  They  are  often  around  this  fort ; their  footprints  are 
visible  but  they  do  not  remain  there  long. 

A party  of  20  Loups  were  surprised  high  up  on  the  Riviere  d’Attigue 
by  some  savages,  believed  to  be  Kaduitas  mixed  with  Loups  of  the  moun- 


114 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


tains.  Our  savages  escaped,  each  in  his  own  way,  with  the  exception 
of  3,  who  were  killed. 

What  gave  me  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  Loups  of  the  moun- 
tains mixed  with  the  Kaouitas,  was  that  two  Loups  from  that  village 
came  to  the  Loups  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  carrying  a belt  in  the  name  of 
the  English,  which  invited  them  to  take  refuge  with  them  and  bring 
back  all  the  prisoners  from  their  people  which  they  had  in  their  power. 
M.  de  Ligneris,  who  knew  of  this  proceeding,  sent  an  officer  to  our 
Loups  to  induce  them  to  reply  to  this  speech  in  the  way  we  wished. 
This  officer  returned  with  the  Loup  chiefs  who  gave  M.  de  Ligneris  the 
English  belt  with  two  English  medals,  which  the  two  Loups  of  the  moun- 
tains had  presented  to  ours.  Their  reply  was  that  they  would  not  listen 
to  the  English  speeches,  as  they  had  renewed  their  alliance  with  the 
Erench.  They  invited  the  Loups  of  the  mountains  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample, and  come  at  once  to  settle  on  the  Belle  Riviere.  With  regard  to 
the  prisoners  they  had  taken  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  if  the  Eng- 
lish wanted  to  see  them  again,  they  could  themselves  come  after  them. 

Since  the  proceedings  of  the  Loups  of  the  mountains  might  have  a 
very  bad  effect  in  the  future,  M.  de  Ligneris  secretly  reminded  these 
Loups  of  the  former  speeches  they  had  sent  me.  He  invited  them  to 
inform  him  of  the  English  movements.  This  negotiation  succeeded  well 
enough,  since  the  Loups  of  the  mountains  came  on  June  10th  to  warn 
the  officer  whom  M.  de  Ligneris  had  stationed  in  the  village  at  the  forks, 
that  the  English  would  begin  their  march  toward  harvest  time  to  come 
and  besiege  Fort  Duquesne.  These  same  Loups,  in  the  name  of  their 
tribe,  gave  a belt  to  the  Loups  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  urging  them  to 
continue  their  war  on  the  English,  without  giving  them  any  rest.  From 
the  report  of  the  different  prisoners  it  follows : 

That  the  English  are  still  to  besiege  Fort  Duquene  in  the  course  of 
the  summer. 

That  they  have  seen  a vast  number  of  savages  collecting  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  and  that  they  had  heard  that  the  English  would  soon  begin 
to  march  toward  Fort  Duquesne. 

You  see.  Monseigneur,  that  we  know  nothing  for  certain. 

I have,  however,  provided  for  the  security  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  de- 
spite our  unhappy  situation.  The  convoy  from  the  Illinois  arrived  there 
safely.  The  English  would  have  liked  to  intercept  it,  but  the  measures 
they  knew  I had  taken  assured  its  passage.  Moreover,  I have  sent  M. 
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de  Ligneris  about  350  Canadians.  He  will  receive  full  support  from 
the  posts  which  are  in  his  vicinity,  both  in  Frenchmen  and  in  savages. 
They  are  all  ready  to  leave  as  soon  as  he  asks  for  them.  The  majority 
are  even  now  at  Presqu’isle.  He  would  have  had  all  these  reinforce- 
ments early  in  the  spring,  were  it  not  for  the  excessive  amount  of  pro- 
visions they  would  have  consumed.  This  was  so  much  more  necessary 
to  avoid,  for  M.  de  Ligneris  would  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  his 
post  if  I had  not  done  almost  the  impossible  to  supply  him  with  pro- 
visions. I am  now  busy  sending  an  abundance  of  victuals  to  that  region, 
so  that  the  forces  I may  be  in  a position  to  send  there,  either  for  defence 
or  to  drive  the  English  away,  will  not  be  exposed  to  any  delay. 

I must.  Monseigneur,  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  convoy 
from  the  Illinois  had  great  difficulty  in  passing  the  falls,  as  the  water 
was  extremely  low.  When  they  arrived  there,  they  took  20  days  carry- 
ing the  goods  and  getting  the  bateaux.  That  proves  more  and  more  the 
necessity  of  making  an  establishment  at  that  place  to  make  the  portage 
easier,  but  we  have  neither  time  nor  means  to  do  it  at  present. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


FURTHER  EXAMINATION  OF  MICHAEL  LA 
CHAUVIGNERIE,  JUNIOR* 

[Provincial  Papers,  XXIV,  60] 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

The  further  Examination  of  Michael  la  Chauvignerie,  Jun[io]r  aged 
near  Seventeen,  a French  Prisoner,  lately  brought  from  Fort  Henry 
taken  before  Me  William  Allen  Esquire  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  26  October,  1757. 

Who  saith. 

That  it  is  about  Fourteen  Months  since  he  left  Montreal. 

That  his  Father  is  a Lieutenant  of  Marines  and  Commandant  of  Fort 
Machault,  built  lately  at  Winango  and  now  a finishing. 


* Printed  in  Pa.  Arch.,  1st  Series,  III,  305-308. 
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That  there  are  about  Fifty  Regulars  and  Forty  Labourers  at  said 
Fort;  that  they  expect  soon  a considerable  Reinforcement  from  Mon- 
treal ; that  they  drop  there  almost  daily  some  of  the  Detachments  as 
they  pass  from  Montreal  to  Fort  Du  Quesne. 

That  the  next  Fort  to  Machault  is  the  Fort  on  the  River  O Boeufs, 
which  is  said  to  be  forty  Leagues  above  Machault,  but  having  travelld 
it  often  believes  it  is  not  so  much,  being  only  two  Days  and  a half 
Journey  by  Land  and  five  or  Six  Days  by  Water;  that  the  River  is  very 
shallow  there,  and  the  Country  flat  and  pleasant;  that  the  Fort  there  is 
very  strong,  pallisadoed  round,  has  a Glacis  with  a dry  Ditch  three  Foot 
deep ; that  he  knows  not  the  Number  of  Cannon,  says  they  are  Swivels 
and  under  a Dozen,  is  commanded  by  his  Uncle  Mons[ieu]r  Du  Virge*® 
who  is  an  Ensign  of  Foot ; that  there  is  no  Captain  or  other  Officer 
above  an  Ensign  there,  and  the  Reason  of  no  higher  Officer  being  there 
is  that  the  Commandant  of  those  Forts  purchases  a Commission  for  it 
and  undertakes  and  has  the  Benefit  of  transporting  the  Provisions  and 
other  Necessaries;  That  the  Provisions  are  chiefly  sent  from  Niagara  to 
PresqTsle  and  so  from  thence  down  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Du  Quesne.  Says 
Provisions  in  great  Quantities  are  sometimes  brought  from  the  South- 
ward to  Fort  Du  Quesne,  particularly  this  and  last  year. 

Says  there  are  from  Eight  to  Nine  Hundred  and  sometimes  a Thou- 
sand Men  between  the  said  Forts  PresqTsle  and  the  Fort  at  River  O 
Beauf,  of  which  about  One  hundred  and  Fifty  are  Regulars  and  the  rest 
Canadians  and  chiefly  Labourers  who  work  at  the  Forts  and  are  im- 
ployed  in  building  of  Boats  and  transporting  the  Provisions  sent  from 
Canada. 

Says  there  are  great  numbers  of  Battoes  carrying  about  Sixty  Bags 
of  Flour,  and  that  the  Battoes  carry  when  laden  Three  or  Four  Men, 
when  without  a Loading  Twelve  or  more. 

Says  there  are  no  Settlements  or  Improvements  near  the  said  Forts, 
and  that  the  French  plant  considerable  Pieces  of  Indian  Corn  about  the 
Forts  for  the  Indians  whose  Wives  and  Children  come  to  the  Forts  for 
it,  and  they  are  there  furnished  with  Cloathes  at  the  King’s  Expence, 
but  that  there  are  Traders  in  the  Forts  who  purchase  the  Peltry  from 
the  Indians. 

That  there  are  several  Houses  but  the  People  don’t  care  to  inhabit 
them  at  present,  as  they  woud  be  more  liable  to  be  scalpd,  and  keep 
chiefly  in  the  Forts. 


“ Duverger  de  Saint  Blin  commanded  Fort  Le  Boeuf  (at  Waterford). 
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Says  tis  Forty  Leagues  from  Presq’Isle  to  Niagara,  along  the  Lake; 
that  there  are  Two  Thousand  Men  at  least  in  Niagara  one  half  Regu- 
lars which  is  commanded  by  a Captain  called  Mons[ieu]r  PauchoR®  a 
Knight  of  St.  Louis,  who  is  esteemed  a very  good  Engineer  and  has 
much  improved  that  Fort  and  made  it  very  strong,  and  for  that  Reason 
had  the  Command  of  it  given  him,  tho’  usually  conferrd  on  a Canadian ; 
that  it  has  deep  Ditches  full  of  Water  round  it,  a great  many  Cannon 
and  some  Mortars,  but  the  number  of  either  knows  not ; there  are  no 
Settlements  or  Improvements  near  it ; a great  many  Labourers  are  im- 
ployd  constantly  in  the  Fortifications ; says  there  was  about  the  said 
Number  when  he  passed  by  there,  but  now  supposes  there  are  more. 

That  last  June  he  was  at  Fort  Du  Quesne,  which  is  Seventy  Two 
Leagues  Distance  from  Fort  Machault;  that  they  are  Three  Days  in 
going  thither  with  the  Battoes  down  the  Stream;  that  there  were  then 
about  Fifteen  Hundred  Men  at  Fort  Duquesne,  of  which  Five  Hundred 
are  Regulars,  and  the  rest  are  imployed  in  the  carrying  Provisions  and 
going  to  and  fro,  which  requires  great  numbers ; that  there  are  about 
Twenty  Cannon  at  Fort  Du  Quesne,  some  Mortars,  Four  Bastions  and 
a dry  Ditch ; Says  there  were  then  a great  number  of  English  Prisoners 
at  Fort  Du  Quesne,  but  they  are  constantly  sending  them  away  to 
Montreal.  That  they  are  not  usd  as  Slaves  but  as  Prisoners  of  War 
when  they  arrive  there,  and  are  fed  as  the  Soldiers  are;  but  that  the 
Indians  keep  many  of  the  Prisoners  amongst  them,  chiefly  young  People 
whom  they  adopt  and  bring  up  in  their  own  Way,  and  says  that  those 
Prisoners  whom  the  Indians  keep  with  them  become  so  well  satisfied 
and  pleased  with  the  Way  of  Living  that  they  don’t  care  to  leave  them, 
and  are  often  more  brutish,  boisterous  in  their  Behaviour  and  loose  in 
their  Manners  than  the  Indians,  and  thinks  they  affect  that  kind  of  Be- 
haviour thro  Fear  of  and  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  Indians, 
and  says  the  French  who  are  mixd  with  the  Indians  seem  also  to  behave 
in  the  like  manner. 

That  he  left  Fort  Machault  the  Eleventh  September  last  with  a Party 
of  Thirty  Three  Indians,  the  Command  whereof  was  given  him  to  go  on 
an  Expedition  against  the  English ; that  after  travelling  about  Fourteen 
Days  over  a very  mountainous  Country,  they  met  another  Party  of  In- 
dians returning  from  War,  with  three  Prisoners  vizt.  two  young  Women 
and  one  Man,  who  he  believes  were  all  the  Prisoners,  and  had  taken 


“ Pouchot. 
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One  Scalp  which  was  with  the  advanced  Part  of  them  and  he  did  not 
see  it ; That  they  gave  the  Man  Prisoner  to  the  Indians  of  his  Party ; 
and  that  all  his  said  Party  returned  save  Twelve  who  came  with  him; 
that  they  passed  over  Sasquehannah  about  Two  Days  Journey  below 
Fort  Augusta,  as  the  Indians  told  him,  at  a Place  where  he  saw  some 
Peach  Trees  and  the  Ruins  of  a House  with  some  clear  Land  about  it 
on  this  Side  Sasquehannah,  and  that  in  three  Days  after  they  came 
amongst  the  Inhabitants ; that  they  kept  going  on  till  they  found  an 
Opportunity  to  strike  the  English;  that  they  made  no  Fires  in  the  Night 
except  at  some  of  the  many  deserted  Houses  which  they  saw,  especially 
amongst  the  Hills ; that  they  buried  the  Fires  when  they  went  away  and 
took  great  Care  to  make  no  Noise.  That  the  first  House  they  came  to 
was  inhabited  by  Germans,  where  they  took  Five  Prisoners  all  Children, 
vizt.  Four  Girls  and  One  Boy;  knows  nothing  of  the  Father  or  Mother 
of  the  Children,  and  believes  they  might  be  at  some  Neighbour’s  House 
and  saw  none  but  the  Children ; took  some  Cloathes  for  the  Children 
and  some  Provisions  and  several  other  Things  for  themselves,  stayd 
but  about  half  an  hour  there ; Afterwards  took  some  Horses  at  another 
Place  about  Three  Leagues  oft’  and  put  the  Children  on  them ; passd  a 
great  many  Houses  which  appeard  to  be  deserted,  saw  Geese  and  Fowls 
about  them.  That  about  Five  Days  after  they  had  taken  the  said 
Prisoners  (having  passed  Sasquehannah  three  Days  before)  he  having 
dropped  a Piece  of  Bread,  stoppd  to  look  for  it  and  in  the  time  he  was 
searching  for  it  his  Party  of  Indians  got  so  far  ahead  of  him  that  he 
could  not  overtake  or  make  them  hear  him,  and  finding  himself  lost  and 
being  afraid  of  starving,  he,  after  spending  in  vain  Two  Days  in  Search 
of  his  Party,  repassed  Sasquehannah  and  delivered  himself  up  at  Fort 
Henry^'^  the  Seventh  Day  after  he  lost  himself  as  aforesaid,  which  he 
chose  to  do  rather  than  starve  in  the  Woods,  as  he  found  he  must  if  he 
did  not  surrender  himself  up  to  the  English. 

That  the  Indians  who  live  near  Eort  Machault  are  chiefly  Delawares 
of  the  Tribe  of  the  Wolfs,  many  of  whom,  who  before  lived  on  Belle 
Riviere,  moved  away  from  thence  soon  after  the  attack  made  by  the 
English  on  some  of  those  Indians  at  Kittannin[g]  for  Eear  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  choosing  rather  to  live  near  and  under  the  Protection  of  the 
Forts,  and  saith  that  One  or  Two  of  the  Chiefs  and  many  of  those  In- 
dians were  killed  at  Kittannin. 


"Fort  Henry  (the  “Fort  at  Dietrick  Six’s”)  was  near  Millersburg,  Berks  county. 
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That  by  the  reports  of  the  Indians  and  English  Prisoners  that  were 
brought  in,  they  learned  that  there  were  English  Regulars  near  the 
Frontiers ; that  they  fully  expected  the  English  would  have  attacked 
them  this  Summer  at  Fort  Du  Quesne  and  Fort  Machault,  more  especi- 
ally the  latter,  and  therefore  they  with  the  more  Assiduity  worked  at 
the  Fortifications  there,  that  they  might  make  the  better  Defence;  and 
that  the  Reason  why  he  and  his  Party  were  ordered  to  view  the  nearest 
English  Forts  to  Machault  was  that  they  might  observe  what  they  were 
doing  there;  and  that  if  they  saw  any  Preparations  or  any  Forces  mov- 
ing that  Way,  that  they  should  immediately  return  and  give  them  Intelli- 
gence of  it  at  Machault ; and  that  he  does  not  know  or  has  heard  of  the 
French  having  a Design  to  make  any  Attempts  or  Expeditions  against 
the  English  this  Year,  save  what  he  has  heard  amongst  the  Indians, 
who  entertain  great  Resentment  and  are  frequently  talking  of  the 
Havock  made  amongst  them  at  Kittannin^®  and  Parties  of  them  are 
often  going  out  against  the  English,  and  sometimes  without  any  French. 

La  Chauvignerie,  Jr. 

Taken  before  me 

Will:  Allen  Cheif  Justice. 


EXAMINATION  OF  JOHN  HOCKTATTLER 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21658,  f.  132] 

Intelligence  given  by  John  Hocktattler^®  a Swiss  by  Nation;  which 
was  Sett[l]ed  in  Bergs  [Berks]  County,  Berner  [Berne]  Town  Ship, 
near  Kauffmans  Cr[eek]  ; was  taken  by  the  Enemy  Indians  the  12th 
of  Octob[e]r  1755  and  Escap’d  from  them  arriving  at  Shamokin  5th 
May  1758. 

Question:  By  What,  and  how  Many  Indians  was  you  taken  [ ?] 

Answer:  By  the  Delaware  and  Shawanese  15  in  the  whole. 

Q:  Which  way  did  you  pass  before  you  came  into  the  Enemys 
Country  [ ?] 


“ This  refers  to  Armstrong’s  attack  on  the  Indian  village  of  Kittanning,  in  Sep- 
tember 1756. 

In  the  endorsement,  the  name  seems  to  read  “Hachtattler.” 
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A:  We  Marched  3 Days  before  whe  arrived  at  the  E[a]st  branch  of 
Susquahanna  20  Miles  from  Shamokin  where  it  was  [fordable],  from 
there  whe  keept  intirely  West  all  along  the  west  Branch,  till  after  17 
Days  Journey  we  arrived  on  the  Ohio. 

0 : In  What  place  on  the  Ohio  do  Jou  arriv’d  [ ?] 

A:  Where  the  French  C[reek]  emptys  into  Ohio  there  upon  the 
Corner  is  a smal  Fort  Established  Lately,  of  Logs,  Framed  together, 
there  are  25  Men  Garrison’d  in  it,  without  Artillery,  there  whe  passd 
the  Ohio  for  to  come  by  it,  the  place  is  call[ed]  Wenango. 

Q : How  do  you  proceded  further  [ ?] 

A:  Up  the  French  Creek  3 Days  traveling  on  Battoes  at  the  end  of  it 
whe  came  to  a fort  built  in  the  same  Manner  as  the  other,  and  Gar- 
risond,  with  25  Menn,  from  there  the  French  Creek  a Road  to  Presque 
Isle;  wich  is  a Days  Journey  from  it  Distant. 

Q:  What  became  of  jou  affter  that  [?] 

A:  Affter  3 Days  travel  Est  south  Est,  I was  brought  to  Buxotons®® 
Cr[eek]  where  it  emptys  in  the  Ohio  whe  came  to  an  Indian  Castle  wich 
lys  upon  the  Corner  of  it,  then  I was  keept  Prisoner  all  that  time. 

Q:  Do  jou  ever  heard  anything  of  Fort  du  Quesne  [?] 

A:  Ten  Days  before  I Escap’d  five  Dutch  Prisoners  was  brought  up 
by  the  Indians  from  there  wich  told  me  that  there  was  300  Man  gar- 
risoned in  Fort  du  Quesne,  the  Provision  Scarce,  so  that  the  Indians 
was  oblickd  to  bring  away  from  thiere  Womans  and  famelys  which 
the[y]  generaly  lefift  there,  for  to  be  nourish’d  in  their  absence. 

Q:  Are  there  any  Works  about,  besyts  the  Fort  that  jous  hear  of  [?] 
A : The  same  People  told  me  that  those  was  a Dutchman  Prisoners 
for  3 years  in  the  Fort,  a Baker  by  Trade,  which  shewd  them  a Hill, 
at  the  Opposite  of  the  Fort  over  the  Monungahela,  telling  them  if  the 
English  was  there  that  the[y]  could  certainly  take  that  Fort  with  200 
Man,  becase  the  French  had  nothing  upon  it. 

Q:  Do  jou  never  heard  what  Cannons  the  French  had  There  [?] 

A : Yes  I heard  several  but  are  Dismounted. 

Q:  Do  jou  never  Learned  if  the  Indians  Receiv’d  Order  for  Marching 
against  us  [ ?] 


““  Buxotons  is  another  spelling  of  Buckaloons,  one  of  the  names  given  to  Broken- 
straw  Creek  and  to  the  village  at  its  mouth,  near  the  present  site  of  Irvine,  Pa. 
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A : 5 days  before  I did  escape  an  old  Indian  was  telling  to  me  shewing 

against  all  parts  of  the  world,  that  Indians  was  coming  from  there  and 
then  he  shewd  about  Est  south  Est,  telling  that  the[y]  would  attack  the 
English  there,  wich  I did  Imagine  that  It  w’as  Intended  for  Chamakin. 

Q:  Do  jou  Ever  could  learn  from  how  the  French  get  intelligence 
of  [?] 

A:  6 Weeks  before  my  Departing  there  came  2 Delaware  Indians  tell- 
ing that  the[y]  came  from  Shamoking  that  the  Commandant  took  thier 
arms  from  them  not  trusting,  and  that  the  English  was  Drawing  to- 
gether about  Conistage,  or  Lancaster,  paying  up  a great  Deal  of  Cattle, 
that  the[y]  Designed  to  attack  the  great  Fort,  du  Quesne  and  that 
the[y]  was  waiting  till  the  grass  was  groan. 

Q:  How  do  jou  Escapd  from  there,  how  long  and  in  what  Manner 
do  jou  was  coming,  and  where  did  jou  arrive  [ ?] 

A:  I got  the  liberty  for  hunting,  one  morning  very  soon  [ ;]  took  my 
gun  finding  a Bark  Canoe  on  the  River  wherein  I crossed  it,  traveling 
Est  for  6 Days  [ ;]  from  there  I arrivd  at  the  source  of  the  west  Branch, 
there  I march  for  4 Days  further  till  I was  sure  of  it,  there  I took  several 
Bloks  tying  them  together  till  I got  a flott,  there  I dotted  myself  Down 
the  River  for  five  Days  where  I did  arrive  at  Shamokin,  Living  all  time 
upon  grass  passd  in  the  Whole  for  15  Days. 


WILLIAM  TRENT  TO  HENRY  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  4] 

Fort  Loudoun  June  the  5th  1758 

Late  this  afternoon  Anthony  and  another  Indian  from  Carlisle®^ 
came  here,  as  soon  as  they  came  into  the  Fort  the  Indians  called  a Coun- 
cil, after  consulting  some  time  they  sent  for  me  and  let  me  know  that 
they  intended  to  go  home  in  three  days,  and  desired  that  I wou’d 
give  them  Goods  to  go  home  with,  I told  them  that  you  intended  here 
in  a few  days,  that  you  intended  to  hold  a Council  with  the  Chiefs  of 
all  the  Indians  at  this  Place,  that  it  was  proper  they  shou’d  stay  and 
hear  what  you  had  to  say  to  them,  that  in  the  mean  time  I wou’d  give 


“In  1753  a blockhouse  was  built  at  Carlisle,  19  miles  west  of  Harrisburg,  in  Cum- 
berland county. 
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their  Young  Men  who  returned  from  War  Cloathing,  as  they  were  in 
want,  not  having  receiv’d  any  since  they  came  here,  they  told  me  that 
wou’d  not  doe,  they  could  not  stay.  I then  told  them  that  I wou’d  send 
of  an  Express  to  acquaint  you  of  their  intending  home,  and  that  you 
would  be  soon  up,  or  send  me  orders  how  to  Act,  they  told  me  that 
would  not  do,  either,  that  they  wou’d  go  home  and  not  wait,  and  if  I 
wou’d  not  make  them  a large  Present  to  Carry  home  with  them  they 
would  Rob  all  the  English  Houses  they  met  with  in  their  way  home, 
that  some  of  their  young  Men  had  been  at  the  French  Fort  last  Sum- 
mer, that  the  French  were  good  Men,  and  as  the  Creeks®^  intended  to 
join  them,  the  Cherokees^®  wou’d  join  them  also,  and  make  War  upon 
the  English.  I find  their  Scheme  is  to  intimidate  me  in  order  to  get  large 
Presents  that  they  may  set  of  home,  ever  since  I have  been  here  I have 
had  no  Interpreter  but  an  Indian,  and  I am  now  obliged  to  make  use  of 
this  Scoundrel  Anthony,  the  same  fellow  who  has  Created  all  this  Con- 
fusion, as  an  Interpreter,  when  the  Indians  first  came  if  they  had  been 
told  the  service  we  expected  from  them,  and  had  agreed  with  them  for 
what  things  we  should  have  given  them  at  their  going  out,  and  what  at 
their  Return  from  War,  we  should  not  have  had  this  trouble,  neither 
wou’d  it  have  been  attended  with  nigh  the  Expence. 

I am  Opinion  that  their  is  no  method  that  can  be  fell  upon  so  likely 
to  keep  them  the  Campaign  as  the  one  I just  mentioned,  and  the  sooner 
it  suits  you  to  call  them  together  the  better,  I shall  to  [^fc]  every  thing 
in  my  Power  to  prevent  these  from  going  off.  As  Colonel  Stevens  en- 
camps with  the  Virginians  and  25  Cawtabas  at  Maxwells  about  Six 
Miles  from  here,  I shall  Consult  him  in  the  morning.  When  the  Indians 
found  that  I would  not  be  Prevailed  on  to  give  them  very  large  Presents 
to  return  home  with,  one  of  them  pulled  of  his  Shirt  and  throwed  it  to 
me — I took  it  up  and  jocosely  thanked  him,  and  told  him  I was  a poor 
Man  and  wanted  a Shirt,  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  give  it  me,  but  the 
Coll,  (meaning  you)  and  desired  me  to  get  it  washed  and  give  it  you. 
Then  a Number  more  brought  their  Bundles  and  throwed  them  down 
and  told  me  to  keep  them  and  give  them  to  you  as  you  loved  goods ; 
this  was  owing  to  Anthony  who  told  them  you  would  give  them  nothing, 
that  they  might  see  what  they  had  to  Expect  from  you  by  the  way  he 
was  Cloathed,  and  then  told  them  how  well  Captain  Bullen  was  used, 

“ The  Creeks  were  a Muskhogean  tribe  of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 

The  Cherokees  were  an  Iroquoian  tribe  of  the  southern  Allegheny  highlands,  from 

Virginia  southward. 
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and  how  111  the  Cherokees  were  used  at  Carlisle.  To  morrow  they 
say  they  will  send  of  five  of  their  young  Men  to  Winchester  to  desire 
the  Cherokees  there  to  go  home  and  not  to  come  here  for  they  will 
get  nothing. 

A small  Party  of  5 or  6 of  their  Men  who  were  at  War  are  returned 
to  Fort  Lyttleton;®*  near  to  the  Fort  at  the  Head  of  Beaf  River  or 
Venongo  Creek^^  they  fired  upon  some  Indians  who  were  bringing  some 
baggage  over  the  Carrying  Place,  and  Shot  down  three  of  them,  but  a 
Party  of  the  Enemy  who  was  just  by,  that  they  had  not  seen,  fired  upon 
them,  and  killed  one  of  their  Men,  and  the  rest  are  come  in  naked. 
There  is  now  here  67  Indians  and  I think  they  will  hardly  set  of¥  till 
the  party  which  is  come  into  Fort  Lyttleton  comes  down  here.  By  the 
return  of  the  Express  who  is  sent  with  a letter  to  you  which  came  from 
Fort  Lyttleton,  which  was  desired  to  be  forwarded  from  this  Place  by 
Express,  Please  to  let  me  know  your  Orders  and  when  I may  assure 
them  you  will  be  here — it  is  almost  midnight  I am  Sir 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  Humble  Serv[an]t 

William  Trent 

FRANCIS  HALKETT®*  TO  HENRY  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21640,  f.  151] 

Dear  Sir  Shippensburgh®'^  26th  August  1758 

Tho’  the  General  goes  out  to  take  the  air  daily,  he  still  recovers  but 
slowly,  he  has  ordered  me  to  inform  you  of  the  Scouting  parties  of  the 
Enemy  being  down  in  these  parts  of  the  Country,  and  have  allarm’d  the 
Inhabitants  very  much;  they  have  kill’d  one  man,  and  taken  a Woman, 
and  one  of  the  Light  horse  men  prisoners ; 120  of  the  Highlanders  were 
order’d  back  from  Eort  Loudoun  upon  the  occasion,  who  with  the  men 

“Fort  Lyttleton  or  Littleton  was  probably  built  early  in  1755,  one  of  a chain  of 
posts  built  to  defend  the  frontier.  It  was  in  Fulton  county,  20  miles  west  north- 
west of  Chambersburg. 

“ Beef  River  is  a literal  English  version  of  the  French  name  for  French  Creek. 

Venongo  or  Venango  Creek  was  an  Indian  name  for  it. 

“Brigade  Major  Francis  Halkett  was  General  Forbes’  chief  aide  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1758. 

" Shippensburg  is  in  Cumberland  county,  22  miles  west  of  Carlisle. 
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here  have  been  constantly  out  in  dififerent  parties  to  indeavour  to  fall 
in  with  them,  but  hitherto  without  suckcess,  except  one  of  the  parties 
which  was  fir’d  upon  by  the  Enemy,  but  received  no  damage,  our  people 
immediate  return’d  the  Fire,  and  pursued,  they  tracd  the  Indians  for  a 
Mile  by  the  blood,  but  unfortunately  got  non  of  them.  Major  Campbell®* 
is  now  on  the  North  Mountains,  lying  upon  the  different  passes,  in  ex- 
pectation of  intercepting  them,  whilst  we  continue  to  scout  about  the 
Plantations,  and  the  Country  lying  between  them,  and  the  foot  of  the 
Mountains,  in  hopes  of  driving  them  upon  Major  Campbells  people  if 
they  are  still  amongst  the  Inhabitants,  these  are  the  propere[st]  steps 
to  be  taken  with  the  number  of  people  here  that  the  General  could  think 
of,  the  Inhabitants  are  very  incapable  of  giveing  advice  how  to  Act  upon 
the  offensive,  as  their  views  are  only  turn’d  how  to  defend  themselves, 
but  from  the  information  of  what  the  other  Scouting  parties  of  the 
Enemy  used  to  do,  the  General  immagins  that  they  will  take  [a]  cross 
the  north  Mountains  by  the  Pleads  of  the  West  branches  of  the  Sas- 
quhana,  that  after  they  get  upon  the  backs  of  the  Mountains,  they  think 
themselves  much  out  of  danger,  assemble  to  gether,  and  [be]  less  upon 
their  Guard,  by  which  me  [a]  ns  they  may  be  much  easier  discover’d;  he 
therefore  desires  that  you  will  give  directions  to  the  party  going  to  where 
the  Kiskemanitas®®  crosses  the  Laurell  hills,  to  keep  a good  look  out, 
and  endeavour  to  fall  in  with  the  Enemy  as  they  Return,  keeping  proper 
parties  constantly  Patrolling  [a] cross  that  part  of  the  Country  towards 
Venango,  as  it  is  very  probable,  the  Enemy  will  strike  in  upon  the  Ohio 
below  that  place.  These  Patrolls  should  have  a constant  corrispondence 
with  one  an  other,  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  information  how  the 
Enemy  may  be  cut  off  in  case  the[y]  are  discovered,  these  are  the  prop- 
eres[t]  things  he  could  suggest  for  the  intercepting  of  the  Scalping 
parties  that  now  infest  us,  but  it  is  in  itselfe  so  confin’d  a thing,  and  to  so 
little  purpose,  that  he  thinks  the  only  method  will  be  to  turn  the  Tables 
upon  them,  and  sent  Strong  parties  to  visit  them  in  their  Towns,  and 
places  of  habitation,  which  will  not  only  tend  to  the  distroying  more  of 
them,  but  the  likelies[t]  method  of  makeing  them  quit  the  French  at 
Fort  Duquesne.  I am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

Francis  Halkett 

“Major  Alexander  Campbell  of  the  77th  Regiment. 

“The  Kiskiminitas  River  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Conemaugh  River  and 
Loyalhanna  Creek.  It  flows  into  the  Allegheny  at  Freeport. 
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V.  THE  EXPULSION  OF  THE  FRENCH 


ON  NOVEMBER  23,  1758,  the  approach  of  the  English  army 
under  Brigadier  General  John  Forbes  compelled  the  French  to 
abandon  and  burn  Fort  Duquesne.  The  cannon  and  munitions  were 
sent  to  the  Illinois  post,  while  the  commander,  M.  de  Ligneris,  with  his 
force  of  192  men  withdrew  to  Fort  Machault.  The  lack  of  supplies  and 
men  had  prevented  the  French  from  making  a determined  stand. 

The  English  army  took  possession  of  the  smoking  ruins  of  Fort 
Duquesne  on  November  25.  The  first  Fort  Pitt  was  built  to  hold  the 
comparatively  small  garrison  that  could  be  left  for  the  remainder  of 
the  winter.  A further  advance  to  Fort  Machault  and  the  other  north- 
ward forts  was  out  of  the  question. 

Fort  Machault  was  now  the  advance  post  of  France  in  the  upper 
valley.  While  the  three  northwestern  Pennsylvania  forts  were  in 
French  hands,  England’s  hold  on  the  Ohio  was  still  insecure.  This 
prevented  the  release  of  troops  for  service  elsewhere,  and  kept  Colonel 
Hugh  Mercer,  the  English  commander  at  Fort  Pitt,  in  a state  of  un- 
certainty. The  three  forts  had  much  more  nuisance  value  than  their 
strength  or  their  garrisons  would  indicate. 

Colonel  Mercer  was  careful  to  keep  informed  of  the  doings  of  the 
French  in  the  forts  to  the  north.  Indian  spies  were  kept  busy,  to  fore- 
warn him  of  any  attack.  IMonth  after  month,  he  forwarded  to  Colonel 
Henry  Bouquet  the  news  which  they  brought.  Several  times,  he  thought 
an  attack  was  imminent.  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst,  the  commander  in  chief, 
to  whom  Bouquet  reported  Mercer’s  forebodings,  took  a more  optimistic 
view,  which  was  proven  correct  by  later  events.  Doubting  that  the 
French  could  seriously  threaten  Fort  Pitt,  he  even  advised  Mercer  to 
make  a surprise  attack  on  Fort  Machault. 

In  this  last  stage  of  the  war,  the  three  French  forts  received  rein- 
forcements from  posts  farther  west.  These  forces  were  to  be  used  as 
circumstances  might  dictate,  to  ward  off  an  attack  from  Fort  Pitt,  to 
attack  that  fort,  or  to  relieve  Fort  Niagara,  if  the  English  menaced 
that  important  stronghold. 

The  Indians,  in  the  meantime,  were  wavering  in  their  support  of  the 
French.  The  English  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne,  the  superior  forces 
of  the  English,  and  the  English  presents,  made  them  receptive  to  the 
advances  of  the  English  Indian  agents.  Some  chiefs  were  clever  enough 
to  try  to  play  one  off  against  the  other,  in  the  hope  that  both  could  be 
induced  to  leave  the  valley.  Such  was  the  hope  of  Custaloga,  in  his 
highly  varnished  report  to  M.  de  Ligneris  of  a council  with  the  Eng- 
lish at  Pittsburgh.  The  Indians  were  waiting  to  back  the  winner.  If 
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the  French  gathered  forces  to  attack  Pittsburgh,  they  would  probably 
join  them;  but  the  same  would  be  true  of  an  English  assault  on  the 
French  posts. 

The  French  may  have  planned  to  attack  Pittsburgh.  A council  of 
French  and  Indians  was  held  at  Fort  Machault,  July  12,  1759,  pre- 
paring for  such  a move.  But  as  they  met,  a message  arrived  from 
Pouchot,  the  commander  at  Fort  Niagara,  saying  that  an  English  army 
was  besieging  him.  The  French  forces  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania 
hurried  to  his  aid,  but  the  English  under  Sir  William  Johnson  sum- 
marily defeated  the  rescuing  force.  As  the  result.  Fort  Niagara  capitu- 
lated, July  25,  1759. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end.  Cut  off  by  this  disaster  from 
the  centers  of  French  power,  M.  Belestre,  the  last  French  commander 
in  the  region,  burned  the  forts  and  withdrew  with  the  remnant  of  the 
French  forces  to  Detroit.  Less  than  two  months  after  Niagara’s  cap- 
ture, Quebec  was  taken  by  Wolfe’s  victory  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham. 
A year  later.  Governor  Vaudreuil  surrendered  Montreal  and  all  of 
Canada.  By  the  final  treaty  of  peace,  France  retained  only  the  two 
small  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 

From  the  small  beginnings  represented  by  the  enterprise  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania traders  and  by  Washington’s  mission  to  Le  Boeuf  had  come 
an  unimagined  result.  French  dominion  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania 
passed  away  like  a dream,  leaving  only  a few  place  names  as  a reminder 
that  the  lilies  of  France  once  waved  here. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch  Nat,  A 104,  f.  13] 

Montreal,  January  20,  1759. 

Monseigneur, 

I should  indeed  have  wished  to  continue  giving  you  good  news  of 
the  region  of  the  Belle  Riviere ; but,  as  I had  the  honor  to  inform  you, 
M.  de  Ligneris  was  absolutely  unable  to  avoid  sending  back  the  major 
part  of  the  forces  which  I had  united  under  his  command. 

He  formed,  however,  a detachment  of  30  Canadians  and  about  140 
Loup,  Iroquois  and  Chaouanon  savages,  whom  he  entrusted  to  M.  de 
Corbiere,’-  lieutenant  in  our  troops. 


’ M.  de  Corbiere  served  at  the  Chautauqua  portage  in  1754,  and  was  made  a lieu- 
tenant in  1756. 


THE  EXPULSION  OF  THE  FRENCH 


127 


This  detachment  set  out  on  November  9th,  and  went  about  a league 
and  a half  this  side  of  Loyal  Hannon.^  Although  M.  Corbiere  had  only 
50  men  with  him  at  the  time,  he  repulsed  more  than  800  Englishmen. 
There  were  many  killed  on  the  battlefield.  The  exact  number  could 
not  be  known,  as  the  savages  could  not  take  all  the  scalps.  More  than 
200  horses  were  killed  or  taken  by  savages  of  the  same  detachment,  who 
had  separated  from  it. 

While  this  officer  was  retiring  to  Fort  Duquesne,  he  captured  4 
Englishmen  and  killed  5,  4 leagues  this  side  of  Loyal  Hannon.  These 
Englishmen  were  returning  from  escorting  a deputy,®  who  went  to 
carry  messages  to  the  Loups  and  the  other  tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere. 
In  the  pocket  of  the  officer,  who  was  killed  leading  this  small  detach- 
ment, was  found  a letter  from  this  officer  to  General  Forbus,* *  who  had 
arrived  a short  time  before. 

This  letter  was  dated  November  7th.  The  deputy  who  wrote  it  said 
he  could  not  settle  anything  on  the  part  of  the  tribes,  except  by  taking 
them  to  General  Forbus.  They  told  him  that  nothing  could  be  done  on 
the  way;  they  would  go  to  Kaskaske,®  and  from  there  the  chiefs  would 
send  messengers  to  the  village.  This  deputy  adds  that  General  Forbus 
will  hear  nothing  from  him  nor  from  the  tribes  for  3 weeks’  time,  but 
he  hopes  to  meet  him  at  Fort  Duquene. 

The  prisoners  at  the  same  time  reported  to  M.  de  Ligneris  substanti- 
ally that  the  enemy  was  on  the  march  to  reach  this  fort. 

November  19th,  M.  de  Linctot,  whom  M.  de  Ligneris  had  sent  out 
to  reconnoiter,  reported  that  he  had  heard  a great  number  of  men  pass- 
ing the  foot  of  a mountain ; he  had  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  were  really 
on  the  way,  as  he  heard  a cannon  shot  the  same  day,  some  distance  this 
side  of  the  English  entrenchment. 

M.  de  Ligneris  immediately  assembled  the  officers  of  his  garrison  to 
deliberate  on  the  measures  he  should  take  under  the  circumstances  to 
which  he  was  reduced.  He  had  less  than  300  men,  a third  of  whom  at 

’ Loyal  Hannon,  or  Loyalhanna,  was  a Delaware  village  that  stood  on  the  banks  of 
Loyalhanna  creek  where  the  town  of  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  County,  now 
stands. 

’ Christian  Frederick  Post,  a Moravian  missionary,  was  negotiating  for  the  Eng- 
lish with  the  Indians  of  the  Ohio  valley  during  1758. 

* General  John  Forbes  and  his  army  were  encamped  at  Fort  Ligonier. 

“Kaskaske,  or  Kuskuski,  was  the  name  applied  to  a group  of  Delaware  villages 
near  the  present  site  of  New  Castle,  Pa. 
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the  most  were  capable  of  taking  the  field.  All  these  gentlemen  were  of 
the  opinion  that  they  should  prepare  to  evacuate  the  place.  Accord- 
ingly, they  began,  from  this  day,  to  cut  down  the  stakes  around  the  new 
fort,  in  the  part  where  there  were  no  houses  and  where  fire  would  not 
spread. 

In  the  meantime,  the  interpreter,  sent  by  M.  de  Ligneris  to  the  Loups, 
returned  from  the  forks  and  told  him  that  almost  the  whole  village  was 
deserted ; the  savages  had  all  fled  to  the  woods  with  their  families,  and 
no  one  dared  come  to  Fort  Duquene  because  the  enemy  was  too  numer- 
ous for  M.  de  Ligneris  to  make  any  stand  against  them. 

M.  de  Beaulac,  also  sent  to  reconnoiter  by  M.  de  Ligneris,  could  not 
go  as  far  as  the  first  entrenchment  of  the  English,  as  he  saw  several 
footprints  of  scouts  and  heard  several  shots  fired. 

At  last,  on  November  23rd,  M.  de  Linctot  came  back  again  from 
reconnoitering.  He  had  seen  the  vanguard  of  the  army  5 or  6 leagues 
from  the  fort,  and  heard  a number  of  woodcutters  who  were  makiug 
the  road. 

M.  de  Ligneris  saw  that  there  was  no  longer  reason  to  flatter  him- 
self. He  immediately  ordered  8 days’  provisions  to  be  taken  for  the 
regulars  and  militia,  who  were  intended  to  retreat  with  him  to  the 
Machault  post.  He  had  the  small  amount  of  goods  remaining  in  the 
King’s  storehouses  packed  up,  and  sent  them  to  Conchake®  for  the  sav- 
ages of  that  village.  He  appointed  a person  worthy  of  trust  to  distribute 
the  goods,  and  to  induce  them  always  to  take  our  side  and  attack  the 
English. 

He  prepared  to  evacuate  the  place,  as  he  did  not  have  enough  men 
to  resist  the  enemy’s  army,  which  was  of  six  or  seven  thousand  men, 
according  to  the  report  of  all  the  prisoners  and  deserters. 

He  had  the  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  put  in  bateaux  which  he 
sent  to  the  Illinois.  There  was  no  other  course  to  be  taken  in  saving 
them.  He  also  sent  to  the  Illinois  the  prisoners  who  were  in  his 
possession.  This  operation  was  accomplished  in  less  than  three  hours. 

When  everyone  had  embarked,  when  the  scouts  had  returned,  and 
when  all  the  bateaux  had  left,  except  one  which  he  had  kept,  he  had  the 
fort  set  on  fire.  After  this,  he  embarked  to  join  his  force  of  192  men, 
who  had  orders  to  wait  for  him  about  a league  above  the  fort. 


A Huron  village  in  central  Ohio,  at  the  junction  of  several  trails. 
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To  blow  up  the  fort,  50  or  60  barrels  of  spoiled  powder  were  left  in 
the  powder  magazine.  As  soon  as  M.  de  Ligneris  heard  the  roar  of  this 
mine,  he  sent  three  men  by  land  to  see  what  damage  it  had  done.  They 
reported  that  the  fort  was  entirely  reduced  to  ashes  and  that  the  enemy 
would  fall  heir  to  nothing  but  the  ironwork  of  the  community  buildings. 

M.  de  Ligneris  arrived  at  Fort  Machault  on  the  28th.  He  decided 
to  keep  only  100  men,  either  because  this  fort  could  not  provide  quarters 
for  a larger  number,  or  because  he  did  not  have  enough  provisions. 

I have  given  a lengthy  account.  Monseigneur,  so  that  you  may  have 
an  exact  idea  of  the  absolute  necessity  which  compelled  M.  de  Ligneris 
to  evacuate  Fort  Duquene  and  blow  it  up. 

The  Machault  post  is,  to  be  exact,  only  a supply  post.  At  most,  it  can 
only  be  put  in  shape  to  resist  musketry-fire.  It  is  too  weak  to  be  able 
to  sustain  a siege ; cannon  would  quickly  demolish  it.  It  is,  moreover, 
so  poorly  located  that  from  the  top  of  the  mountains,  which  are  very 
near,  everything  happening  inside  can  be  seen. 

I had  already  provided.  Monseigneur,  for  sending  Frenchmen  and 
savages  from  Detroit,  the  Miamis,  Ouyatanons,  the  Riviere  St.  Joseph 
and  the  Illinois  to  M.  de  Ligneris’  command  very  early  in  the  spring, 
with  whatever  provisions  these  posts  could  furnish  him.  As  the  convoy 
from  the  Illinois  might  be  intercepted  if  it  took  the  same  route  as  in 
former  years,  I have  given  orders  to  M.  de  Macarty  that  he  should 
send  this  convoy  by  way  of  the  Ouyatanons,  where  I am  having  con- 
veyances made,  suitable  for  the  portage  of  the  Miamis  and  for  taking 
this  convoy  as  far  as  the  rapids  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  Erie,  where  the 
Chevalier  de  Portneuf  will  bring  some  bateaux  at  the  first  word  he  re- 
ceives from  the  commander  of  this  convoy. 

All  these  forces  will  assemble  at  Presqu’isle,  where  they  will  always 
be  ready  to  join  M.  de  Ligneris,  wherever  he  may  be.  I have  even 
anticipated  the  situation  if  the  English  should  be  in  possession  of  this 
post;  the  junction  of  the  forces  would  then  be  made  at  Niagara. 

At  the  same  time,  I have  informed  M.  de  Ligneris  that  I shall  send 
him  a reinforcement  of  300  Canadians  very  early  in  the  spring.  I did 
not  let  him  remain  unaware  that,  since  the  colony  is  threatened  on  all 
sides  and  we  are  very  short  of  provisions,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
promise  him  anything  better  at  present. 

I have  essentially  enjoined  him; 

1.  To  provide  for  any  eventuality  by  using  every  means  to  make 
the  Michault  post  safe  from  a surprise  attack;  to  decide  to  abandon  it 
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only  when  the  enemy  marches  with  forces  very  much  superior  to  his, 
and  with  a train  of  artillery. 

2.  To  take  pains  to  interrupt  the  passage  of  reinforcements  to  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  the  works  they  may  undertake,  by  more  or  less  con- 
siderable parties,  as  his  situation  may  permit.  I mentioned  that  these 
parties  will  have  to  be  successful  and  do  their  utmost,  if  that  move  is 
to  be  weakened  in  the  slightest ; that  aside  from  the  damage  and  con- 
fusion he  will  cause  among  the  enemy,  he  will  be  in  a position  to  dis- 
cover their  operations  and  plans. 

3.  To  pay  particular  attention  to  harrying  and  making  vigorous 
attacks  upon  all  the  woodcutters  found  outside  the  enemy’s  posts.  Let 
these  parties  take  care  always  to  select  the  most  advantageous  positions 
for  causing  the  greatest  inconvenience  to  the  English — for  example 
[when  the  English  are]  climbing  a mountain  or  crossing  a river,  where 
[our  men]  will  be  less  apt  to  be  pursued,  and  better  able  to  kill  a large 
number  of  animals  and  destroy  the  convoys. 

I have  also  mentioned  to  him  that  it  would  be  quite  useless  for  him  to 
have  scalps  taken  unless  he  should  learn  that  the  English  were  building 
bateaux  on  the  Riviere  D’Attigue.  In  this  case  he  should  use  every 
means  to  interrupt  that  construction,  and  force  the  English  to  abandon  it. 

Finally,  I had  him  take  notice  that  this  maneuver  and  that  of  inter- 
rupting the  enemy’s  works  may  be  capable  of  discouraging  them  com- 
pletely, as  transport  difficulties  which  they  cannot  avoid  may  greatly 
diminish  the  superiority  of  their  forces. 

The  detachment  ought  always  to  prefer  destroying  horses  and  break- 
ing the  wagons  of  the  enemy,  because  we  shall  be  doing  them  a much 
greater  injury  in  weakening  their  means  of  transport  than  by  taking 
scalps  from  them. 

As  the  Belle  Riviere  is  of  infinite  importance  to  the  state  and  especially 
to  this  colony,  I am  neglecting  nothing  to  prevent  the  English  from 
carrying  to  completion  their  ambitious  designs  on  this  region. 

I have,  however,  anticipated  the  situation,  if  M.  de  Ligneris  should 
be  obliged  to  retreat  from  post  to  post,  and  have  given  orders  regarding 
the  precautions  and  movements  he  should  make  under  those  circum- 
stances. 

I have,  essentially,  charged  him  in  order  to  win  the  savages,  that  the 
officers,  cadets,  soldiers  and  Canadians  show  the  same  eagerness  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves,  so  that  by  their  good  example  they  will  make  an 
impression  on  these  savages,  calculated  to  revive  the  good  will  of  those 
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who  may  have  cooled  toward  us.  I have  assured  him  that  I would 
neglect  nothing  to  induce  you,  Monseigneur,  to  procure  the  King’s 
favors  for  those  who  distinguish  themselves  the  most. 

I am  also  charging  him  to  unite  all  the  forces  within  his  reach,  to 
move  them  forward,  and  to  use  every  effort  to  win  over  the  savages. 

I am  ordering  the  commander  of  Niagara^  to  send  M.  de  Ligneris 
all  the  help  in  his  power,  without  diminishing  the  security  of  his  post. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 104,  f.  19] 


Monseigneur, 


Montreal,  February  15,  1759. 


M.  de  Ligneris  wisely  provided  for  having  M.  de  Montisambert, 
officer,  remain  with  the  Loups  at  Cachecacheki,®  in  order  to  make  sure 
of  their  attitude  and  to  be  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  English. 

This  officer  wrote  him  that  since  his  arrival  the  English  had  not  again 
parleyed  among  these  Loups ; an  Englishman  had  set  out  with  two 
Loups  to  go  to  their  entrenchment.  He  can  not  find  any  savages  to  go 
reconnoitering ; some  were  fleeing  and  the  others  want  to  go  to  the 
English. 

The  Loups  and  Iroquois  are  begging  him  to  go  away,  as  the  English 
forces  are  too  large  for  them  to  resist.  They  are  not  numerous  enough 
to  help  the  French.  They  would  not  be  pleased  to  see  them  perish  on 
the  Belle  Riviere,  but  they  would  always  be  very  pleased  to  see  them 
again  wherever  they  might  go. 

These  words,  together  with  the  considerable  presents  which  the 
English  are  still  giving  the  Loups,  gives  us  full  reason  to  fear  they  will 
succeed  in  winning  them  over.  M.  de  Ligneris  has  made  every  effort 
to  break  up  their  negotiations. 

’ Captain  Frangois  Pouchot  was  commandant  of  Fort  Niagara  at  this  time. 

“ Cachecacheki  is  Kuskuski,  where  Christian  Frederick  Post  held  a council  with 
the  Indians,  November  24-29,  1758. 
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However,  the  English  deputies  were  very  well  received  among  the 
Loups,  because  they  were  accompanied  by  the  Goyogoin  chiefs  sent  on 
behalf  of  the  Five  Nations  to  caution  the  Loups,  Chaouanons,  and 
Hurons  to  stay  their  hatchets  until  spring. 

The  English  deputies  at  this  council  repeated  the  same  speeches  as 
last  spring. 

The  Loups  replied  that  they  were  delighted  to  have  them  speak  of 
making  an  alliance  with  them,  but  that  this  could  not  be  done  all  at 
once.  If  they  wished  to  achieve  it,  they  must  speedily  retire  to  the 
other  side  of  the  mountains.  Without  this,  they  would  never  be  good 
friends  together.  What  was  more,  they  could  not  answer  them  until 
they  had  consulted  the  tribes  allied  with  them  and  learned  their  opinion. 
This  required  time,  since  these  tribes  are  far  away. 

The  English  had  many  savages  with  them.  On  the  point  of  the 
Mananguailee  they  numbered  7000. 

All  things  considered,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  tribes  of  the  Belle 
Riviere  have  made  their  peace  with  the  English,  judging  by  the  report 
made  to  M.  de  Ligneris  by  a Loup  chief  of  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf  on  Jan- 
uary 4th.  A copy  of  this  is  enclosed. 

This  report  makes  it  very  apparent  that,  whatever  it  may  cost  them, 
the  English  want  to  secure  the  friendship  of  not  only  the  savages  of  the 
Belle  Riviere,  but  even  of  the  savages  of  all  the  other  posts,  and  for  this 
they  will  spare  neither  present  nor  favor. 

They  informed  these  savages,  who  are  already  very  tired  of  war,  that 
they  did  not  come  to  urge  them  to  attack  the  French,  nor  to  invade  the 
lands  they  inhabit,  but  to  re-establish  peace  there.  The  savages  are 
falling  into  this  trap. 

M.  de  Ligneris  has  done  his  utmost  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  sug- 
gest that  the  English  do  not  love  them  at  all,  that  they  can  judge  of 
this  by  what  they  had  said  regarding  the  prisoners. 

He  also  added  that  the  English  did  not  love  their  own  flesh  and  blood, 
since  they  so  easily  consented  to  giving  up  children  which  the  savages 
had  taken  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  They  would,  consequently, 
have  still  less  affection  for  strangers. 

Their  speeches  regarding  the  Catabas,  whom  they  are  determined 
to  deny  the  help  they  will  need,  letting  them  be  destroyed  by  the  others. 
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if  they  do  not  make  peace  with  all  the  tribes,  were  a new  proof  of  their 
evil  heart ; but  this  was  the  way  the  English  rewarded  those  who  sacri- 
ficed themselves  for  them.  It  was  not  the  same  with  their  father 
Ononthio,  who  always  had  the  same  devotion  for  his  children,  and  who 
would  never  abandon  them. 

M.  de  Ligneris  informs  me  that  all  these  arguments  left  the  savages 
unmoved ; it  seemed  that  their  minds  were  indeed  made  up. 

I am  writing  to  M.  de  Ligneris : 

1.  That  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  he  make  every  effort 
to  secure  the  good  will  of  the  savages  of  the  Belle  Riviere,  to  draw  them 
farther  and  farther  away  from  the  English ; that  it  is  important  for  these 
savages  to  take  every  opportunity  to  show  the  English  resolutely  that 
they  will  not  see  a friendly  face  in  the  lands  they  inhabit ; and  that  it 
is  to  their  own  interest  to  retire  without  delay  to  the  other  side  of  he 
mountains. 

2.  To  employ  every  means  to  induce  the  savages  to  attack  the  Eng- 
lish with  renewed  vigor. 

3.  To  apply  himself  to  have  his  scouts  reconnoiter  the  rivers,  along 
the  Oyo  from  the  Machault  post  to  the  height  of  Loyal  Hannon,  es- 
pecially the  rivers  which  could  be  entered  with  bateaux  on  the  same  side 
as  Loyal  Hannon.  I told  him  it  is  essential  to  know  them,  in  order 
to  occupy  posts  from  which  detachments  or  parties  may  be  sent  against 
the  communication  from  Restong®  to  Loyal  Hannon,  thus  forcing  the 
enemy  to  make  long  and  laborious  marches  to  dislodge  these  detach- 
ments, a course  which  they  would  not  hesitate  to  follow,  if  they  were 
pressed.  By  these  shifts  of  position,  we  shall  make  the  enemy  waste 
his  campaign  on  incidentals ; we  should  also  make  their  provisioning 
extremely  difficult.  It  would  be  morally  impossible,  no  matter  how 
small  our  forces  were,  for  the  enemy  to  dare  attack  our  posts  while  they 
knew  our  detachments  were  in  their  rear. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


“ Raystown,  now  Bedford. 
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CASTEOGAIN’S  REPORT 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C”  A 104,  f.  23] 

[January  4,  1759] 

Enclosed  in  M.  de  Vaudreuil’s 
letter  of  Eebruary  15,  1759. 

Report  made  to  M.  de  Ligneris,  commander  at  Eort  Macliault  on 
the  Riviere  au  Boeuf,  January  4,  1759,  by  Casteogain,^®  chief  of  the 
Loups  on  the  said  river,  on  his  return  from  among  the  English  with  his 
brother : 

The  English  deputies  who  arrived  at  Kachekacheke  wanted  what  they 
said  to  be  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  French.  I was  opposed  to 
this  contention,  and  M.  de  Montisambert  was  a witness  to  all  that  was 
said.  I suppose,  my  father,  that  he  has  reported  it  to  you. 

From  Kachekacheke,  we  were  summoned  to  the  forks  by  an  English 
deputy,  who  told  us  he  had  been  sent  by  the  General  to  come  and  seek 
us.  Forty  of  us  went.  Upon  our  arrival,  we  were  saluted  by  a volley 
of  artillery  and  musketry.  A Loup  of  the  mountains  brought  us  an  ox, 
some  flour,  and  a barrel  of  whiskey  in  a boat,  for  lack  of  other  con- 
veyance. As  it  was  already  late,  we  did  not  want  to  cross  the  river 
until  the  next  day.  We  were  afraid;  we  only  sent  Naple,  a Loup  chief, 
and  another,  who  told  us  on  their  return  that  they  had  been  very  well 
received,  and  that  the  commander  asked  for  at  least  seven  or  eight  of 
the  principal  men.  Seven  of  us  crossed  the  next  day,  myself,  the 
Beaver, his  father,  Nenatchikent,  KikihSskSnt,^^  etc.  We  were  re- 
ceived at  the  water’s  edge  by  an  officer  who  spoke  our  language. 

“I  thank  God,  my  brother,”  he  said  to  us,  “for  the  pleasure  I have 
today,  that  I can  shake  your  hand.  I have  no  English  spirit  at  all.  I 
am  proud.  Scarcely  do  I dare  look  at  you  above  the  shoulder.  I admit 
that  I have  deceived  and  mistreated  you.  GoJ  has  chastised  me  with 
the  scourge  of  war,  as  a father  chastises  his  child  to  correct  him.  I 

Casteogain,  or  Custaloga,  was  a Delaware  chief,  whose  principal  residence  was  at 

Custaloga’s  town  on  French  creek,  about  twelve  miles  above  its  mouth. 

” The  Beaver  or  Tamaque  was  an  important  Delaware  chief,  the  brother  of 

Shingas.  His  places  of  residence  included  Sawcunk,  Kuskuski,  Kittanning,  and 

Tuscarawas. 

“ KikihSskSnt,  Kikyuskung,  or  Kittiuskund  was  a Delaware  chief,  later  killed  at  the 

Battle  of  Bushy  Run. 
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admit  and  confess  my  fault,  and  I promise  that  hereafter  I will  behave 
in  such  a different  manner  that  I will  no  longer  be  recognizable ; like 
a new  born  child,  I am  going  to  lead  a completely  new  life.”  Tears 
came  to  his  eyes  as  he  spoke. 

From  there  we  were  taken  to  the  commander’s  house;  officers 
marched  before  us  to  keep  back  the  crowd.  A numerous  guard  was  at 
his  door.  We  found  a fine  man^®  who,  after  the  most  agreeable  of  re- 
ceptions, remained  standing  as  he  spoke  to  us.  He  was  attended  by  a 
number  of  savages,  Ganastogues,  Goyogouins,  Onnoyotes,  Amentis, 
Loups  from  Orange,  and  Loups  from  the  mountains,  with  several  chiefs 
among  them. 

“General  Forbus,”  he  said  to  us,  “awaited  you  for  six  days.  He  left 
yesterday  because  of  illness,  but  he  has  told  me  to  act  as  if  he  were  here 
himself. 

“I  should  have  been  delighted  if  you  had  been  accompanied  by  some 
Frenchmen  who  could  witness  everything  I will  tell  you — because  I 
have  nothing  but  good  to  tell  you. 

“We  are  sent  by  the  King  of  England  to  make  an  alliance  with 
you,  as  a result  of  which  we  and  you,  our  women  and  our  children, 
may  live  without  alarms;  and  to  make  the  French  retreat  from  Fort 
Duquesne.  We  do  not  tell  you,  or  any  other  savage,  to  come  on  our 
side.  The  King  himself,  in  case  of  success,  forbids  us  to  cross  to  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  orders  us  even  to  come  away  from  it ; so, 
do  not  be  afraid.  We  were  not  the  cause  of  the  w'ar.  It  will  not  depend 
on  us  if  it  does  not  finish  sooner.  It  is  unreasonable  that  we  have  come 
to  stain  your  lands  with  blood.  That’s  all  right  in  our  country  in 
Europe  and  on  the  sea,  but  we  should  have  respected  your  lands.  You 
know  that  we  are  not  the  first  ones  who  have  attacked  you,  and  that 
you  reduced  us  to  the  unhappy  necessity  of  defending  ourselves  from 
your  raids. 

“You  all  tell  me,  Loups  as  well  as  Iroquois,  to  withdraw.  You  see 
that  I am  doing  so.  If  part  of  my  force  remains,  it  is  only  to  see  what 
course  your  father  will  take.  If  he  retreats  in  entirety,  I will  do  as 
much. 

“Your  father  tells  you  that  I want  to  seize  your  lands,  transporting 
families  to  settle  on  them.  I have  already  told  you  I was  going  to  be 


Probably  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet.  General  Forbes  left  Pittsburg,  December  4, 
1758,  on  the  day  of  the  Indian  conference  which  he  was  too  ill  to  attend. 
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quite  different  from  what  you  have  seen  and  experienced  in  me  up  to 
the  present.  I shall  limit  myself,  then,  if  you  think  it  suitable,  to  having 
a trading  house  here  without  a stockade,  in  order  to  be  able  to  trade 
with  you.  That  will  not  prevent  you  from  carrying  your  furs  farther, 
if  you  so  desire.  I am  doing  this  only  to  spare  you  and  the  distant  tribes 
the  trouble.  I do  not  even  claim  to  have  this  privilege  to  the  exclusion 
of  your  father ; I shall  be  delighted  to  be  door  to  door  with  him ; and 
you  will  be  free  to  buy  of  whomever  seems  good  to  you,  as  the  custom 
was  heretofore.  There  will  be  two  trustworthy  officers,  who  will  watch 
that  the  traders  and  you  do  not  deceive  each  other.  One  will  look 
after  traders’  interests,  and  the  other  after  the  interests  of  the  savages. 
You  will  have  scales  to  see  if  you  are  deceived  in  weighing,  and  goods 
will  be  sold  at  the  price  we  sell  them  to  each  other  among  us.  I am 
making  you  a road  by  which  we  can  visit  each  other.  You  can  walk  on 
it  in  complete  security  with  no  other  arms  than  your  tobacco  pouch  and 
your  pipe,  and  with  no  provisions ; for  I have  taken  care  to  establish 
posts  from  place  to  place  to  supply  you. 

“These  savages  whom  you  see  are  deputies  from  thirteen  different 
tribes — namely,  eight  Iroquois  tribes,  Loups  from  Orange,  Loups  from 
the  mountains,  Yeux  Blancs,’^^  and  Amentis,  etc.  I am  telling  you 
nothing  but  what  I have  discussed  with  them,  and  they  have  approved. 

“I  hope  that  you  will  speed  my  proposals  among  all  the  tribes.  I am 
going  to  stop  all  acts  of  hostility  until  peace  is  concluded.  If  in  the 
interval  any  tribe  comes  to  attack  me,  I shall  think  that  they  have  not 
yet  been  informed  of  my  proposal,  and  that  will  not  prevent  them  from 
being  included,  if  they  think  it  wise,  in  the  treaty  of  general  peace.  As 
for  the  Catabas,  if  they  do  not  wish  to  make  peace,  I will  give  them 
neither  powder  nor  shot,  and  you  will  be  in  a position  to  destroy  them. 

“Speak  to  your  father,  and  induce  him  to  give  way  to  the  plans  we 
have  for  the  common  good.  Love  your  father,  but  do  not  look  at  us 
in  a different  way.  We  are  both  of  the  same  color;  he  loves  you,  with- 
out doubt,  and  we  love  you.  He  treats  you  well  and  we  do,  too.  Let 
him  be  of  good  heart,  and  you  will  see  which  will  yield  to  the  other  in 
good  manners  and  in  benefits.  Perhaps  he  will  come  to  attack  me.  If 
he  comes  to  attack,  watch  us  fight.  We  have  no  such  intention,  our- 
selves. It  will  be  so  much  the  worse  for  the  one  who  gives  the  blows. 


“White  Eyes,  or  sometimes,  Grey  Eyes,  was  a chief  of  the  Turkey  Clan  of  the 
Delawares,  to  which  this  name  presumably  refers. 
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If  before  the  end  of  the  coming  campaign,  he  wins  three  victories  over 
me,  and  destroys  ten  thousand  men  in  each  victory,  I will  be  defeated. 

“As  for  me,  I will  not  go  to  attack  him  unless  you  savages  tell  me 
to  do  it. 

“If  there  is  still  anything  to  do  for  the  conclusion  of  peace  that  I 
have  inadvertently  forgotten,  tell  me  about  it  and  I will  do  it. 

“I  do  not  speak  to  you  about  the  English  prisoners  you  have  adopted 
as  your  relatives  and  incorporated  in  your  families.  I only  hope  that, 
when  peace  is  made,  you  will  be  willing  to  return  those  of  advanced  age, 
who  would  be  in  the  way,  or  of  very  little  use  to  you.  As  for  the  young 
children,  who  are  pretty  and  able  to  serve  you,  I will  not  be  angry  if 
they  stay  among  you.” 

The  Englishman  gave  eight  large  belts,  entrusted  with  clasped  hands 
and  peace  pipes.  Two  of  these  belts  are  linked  together ; and  say,  one, 
that  all  the  whites,  French  and  English,  ought  not  to  be  distinguished; 
and  the  other,  that  all  the  blacks  of  whatever  tribe  and  language  they 
may  be,  [should  be  linked  together.] 

The  Coakers^®  sent  their  belts,  but  the  letter  containing  their  speech 
was  lost. 

The  Englishman  also  gave  ten  medals  struck  in  Europe,  on  which  a 
white  man  and  a black  man  are  shown  clasping  hands. 

Finally,  during  the  four  days  we  were  among  them,  we  did  not  hear 
a single  word  which  did  not  tend  toward  good. 

Speeches  of  the  Iroquois  to  the  Loups  in  the  presence  of  the  English: 

“My  nephews,  I am  wiping  dry  your  body  which  is  covered  with 
blood ; I am  cleansing  your  mat ; I am  removing  all  the  evil  from  your 
heart ; I am  opening  your  eyes  and  clearing  your  ears  so  that  you  may 
see  the  sun  and  hear  what  I am  going  to  tell  you. 

“My  nephews,  I formerly  had  ten  fires;  I have  now  only  eight.  I 
announce  to  you  that  I made  peace  with  the  English  not  long  ago,  but 
from  today  I clasp  his  hand.  You  know  I am  great.  You  know  that 
I had  made  you  women;  I make  you  men.  You  must,  therefore,  listen 
to  me  and  make  peace  as  I do.  The  speeches  we  say  to  you,  repeat 
them  to  the  Chavenons,^®  your  little  children,  and  to  the  Hurons.  It 

“ Quakers. 

“Another  spelling  for  Chaouanons  or  Shawnees. 
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was  your  chiefs  who  sent  us  to  bear  this  belt  to  you.  After  you  have 
sent  our  speeches  to  the  Hurons,  they  will  transmit  them  to  more  distant 
tribes.” 

The  Iroquois  by  another  belt  told  them: 

“My  nephews,  I see  you  are  always  on  the  point  of  starting  to  move 
farther  off.  I ask  you  to  remain  where  you  are,  and  not  abandon  your 
village.  As  for  you  who  are  at  the  forks,  which  has  always  been  our 
warpath  and  always  will  be,  you  are  too  near  the  river.  Move  away  to 
Cachekacheki ; this  spring,  I will  give  you  other  speeches.  Take  cour- 
age, my  nephews,  speak  to  your  father ; you  are  near  him.” 

The  Loups  replied  that  they  accepted  all  the  proposals,  both  of  the 
English  and  of  the  Iroquois ; but  they  told  the  latter  to  speak  to  their 
father  Onnontio  themselves. 

Signed : De  Ligneris 
For  Copy:  Vaudreuil 

P.S. 

Casteogain  added  that  some  Chavenons  came  to  the  forks,  and  told 
the  Loups  that  they  were  disposed  to  do  as  they  did,  and  that  they 
would  always  adhere  to  their  opinions. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 104,  f.  30] 

Montreal,  March  5,  1759. 

Monseigneur, 

I do  not  have  a great  deal  to  add  to  the  letters  I had  the  honor  to 
write  you  regarding  the  region  of  the  Belle  Riviere.  All  that  happened 
there  since  that  time  was  the  kidnapping  of  one  of  the  wagoners  from 
the  Machault  post,  who  was  taken  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  by  a party 
of  four  or  five  men.  It  was  very  useless  for  M.  de  Ligneris  to  send  in 
their  pursuit.  They  were  very  diligent.  It  is  very  irritating.  Mon- 
seigneur, that  the  English  took  this  wagoner  from  us.  They  are  giving 
40  piastres  to  each  savage,  if  they  will  only  decide  to  go  scouting,  with 
a barrel  of  whiskey  on  their  return.  They  have  promised  more ; among 


* There  is  another  copy  dated  May  S,  1759,  in  C”  A 104,  f.  77. 
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Other  things,  20  scarlet  blankets  to  each  savage  or  party  who  brings 
them  prisoners.  They  could  not  do  better  than  this  to  win  them  over. 

I hope  that  I will  not  be  long  in  receiving  news  from  M.  de  Ligneris. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  news  will  be  better. 

I have  reason  to  flatter  myself  that  the  Canadians  who  were  winter- 
ing at  Detroit,  and  the  militia  and  savage  tribes  of  that  place,  are  now 
near  M.  de  Ligneris,  either  at  the  Machault  post  or  elsewhere,  in  case 
the  English  make  any  new  advances. 

I also  count  on  other  help  which  I have  intended  for  this  place,  but  I 
cannot  for  the  present  have  the  honor  to  tell  you  positively  what  all 
these  reinforcements  will  be  used  for,  as  that  depends  upon  the  move- 
ment of  our  enemy.  I have  had  the  honor  to  report  orders  which  I have 
given  on  this  subject  to  M.  Pouchot  and  M.  de  Ligneris. 

You  will  see.  Monseigneur,  that  unpleasant  as  the  circumstances 
are,  I am  neglecting  nothing  to  maintain  M.  de  Ligneris  at  the  Machault 
post,  especially  because  the  Belle  Riviere  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  this  colony.  By  this,  I am  keeping  the  advantage  of  obliging  our 
enemy  to  keep  considerable  forces  in  that  quarter,  which  costs  them 
immense  sums,  and  prevents  them  from  sending  these  same  forces 
against  our  frontiers,  while  the  majority  of  the  forces  I am  employing 
are  in  our  advance  posts  and  beyond  call  for  service  in  the  heart  of  the 
colony. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat.,  C“  A 104,  f.  38] 


Montreal,  March  30,  1759. 

Monseigneur, 

M.  de  Ligneris  has  not  stopped  sending  French  and  savage  scouts 
out  to  watch  the  English. 


* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  948-950. 
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M.  de  La  Valtrie^’^  informed  him  that  the  English  were  building  a 
little  fort^®  on  the  bank  of  the  Riviere  Mananguailee,  a little  above  the 
place  where  Fort  Duquene  used  to  be.  He  learned  at  the  same  time, 
from  some  Loup  savages,  who  are  beginning  to  get  acquainted  with 
the  English,  and  who  often  go  to  see  them,  that  200  or  300  men  were 
to  remain  at  this  fort  during  the  winter. 

That  General  Forbus  had  returned  with  his  army  to  Loyal  Hannon,^® 
where  he  had  stationed  a strong  garrison  to  support  the  one  at 
Mananguailee. 

That  the  rest  of  his  army  was  to  be  sent  to  winter  quarters  in  the 
different  provinces. 

That  they  were  sure  that  this  general  was  to  go  back  to  Europe  this 
year. 

It  would  not  be  difficult,  Monseigneur,  to  drive  the  English  from  the 
fort  on  the  Mananguailee  or  to  capture  them,  if  there  were  enough  men 
and  provisions ; but  M.  de  Ligneris  is  in  want  of  both  to  the  point  that 
he  will  have  much  difficulty  in  getting  through  the  winter. 

The  Iroquois,  Chaouanons  and  the  Loups  of  Kanaouagon,  very  far 
from  answering  M.  de  Ligneris’  speeches  favorably,  when  he  tried  to 
urge  them  to  go  to  war  against  the  English,  continue  to  beg  him  to 
evacuate  Fort  Machault,  and  retire  to  Presqu’isle,  continually  telling 
him  that  he  has  too  few  men  to  withstand  the  English,  who  would  surely 
come  and  attack  him  this  winter.  He  obtained,  however,  from  these 
savages  a promise  that  they  would  not  go  among  the  English,  except 
to  find  out  about  their  plans  against  the  French  in  order  to  inform  him 
about  them.  They  also  promised  him  that  they  would  summon  them 
to  withdraw  very  speedily  to  the  other  side  of  the  mountains. 

But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  savages  would  wish  that  there 
were  neither  French  nor  English  on  the  Belle  Riviere,  and  that  they 
are  very  tired  of  the  war. 

What  makes  me  more  certain  of  this  is  the  council  which  the  English 
held  on  November  26th  at  Cachekacheki. 

The  English  used  the  most  affecting  and  most  urgent  language ; they 
begged  the  savages  to  forget  the  past,  to  renew  their  ancestors’  alliance 

" M.  de  La  Valtrie  was  probably  stationed  at  Kuskuski,  near  present  day  New 

Castle. 

“ The  little  fort  was  the  first  Fort  Pitt. 

In  September,  1758,  a fort  (later  called  Fort  Ligonier)  was  built  on  Loyalhanna 

creek. 
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with  them,  to  let  their  entanglement  with  the  French  become  void,  and 
to  recall  their  young  men  who  are  wdth  them. 

To  give  force  to  this  proposal,  they  told  the  savages  that  they  had 
blocked  up  the  river  of  Canada;  that,  consequently,  no  help  can  arrive 
from  the  French;  that  the  King  of  France  had  already  asked  twice  for 
peace,  but  the  English  have  always  refused  it.  They  asked  them  to 
impart  their  speeches  to  the  tribes  which  are  allied  with  them. 

The  Loups  once  more  replied  to  the  English,  that  since  they  were 
allied  with  many  different  tribes,  they  could  not  reply  at  once  to  his 
speeches ; they  should  not  become  impatient  if  they  were  a long  time 
in  making  their  reply,  as  their  kinsmen  were  very  far  off. 

However,  if  the  English  wished  them  to  hear  their  speeches,  they 
must  withdraw  to  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  and  leave  their  lands 
free.  Without  this,  they  would  never  make  an  alliance  with  them. 

In  a new  council  which  the  English  held  at  the  fort  with  the  same 
savages,  they  consented  to  withdraw  to  their  homes,  to  make  no  estab- 
lishment on  the  Belle  Riviere,  and  that  they  would  all  leave  within  a 
week. 

M.  de  Ligneris  gave  no  credence  to  the  promise  that  the  English 
made  to  these  savages. 

Indeed,  their  language  changed  very  quickly.  The  savages  of  Cana- 
ouagon  who  returned  from  the  English  reported  to  M.  de  Ligneris  that 
they  were  to  come  with  considerable  forces  to  attack  him  in  the  month 
of  February. 

The  reason  for  thinking  that  such  was  their  plan  was  the  arrival  of 
150  men  at  the  fort  on  the  Riviere  Manangailee  where  they  expect  an- 
other 300  at  any  time. 

If  M.  de  Ligneris  had  been  in  a position  to  make  a move  himself  to 
drive  out  the  English,  the  tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere  would  not  have 
been  opposed  to  it  at  all,  especially  if  they  had  seen  him  in  a position 
to  do  without  their  services.  I do  not  even  doubt  that  a number  would 
have  joined  him,  in  spite  of  their  parleys  with  the  English. 

These  savages  summoned  them  again  to  withdraw  to  their  homes,  but, 
forgetting  their  first  words  entirely,  they  answered  that  they  would  not 
retire  from  the  Belle  Riviere,  that  it  belonged  to  them  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth. 

This  confident  reply,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  made  M.  de  Ligneris 
only  the  more  careful  to  observe  their  movements,  all  the  more  because 
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some  savages  reported  that  the  English  were  building  many  bateaux  at 
the  fort  up  the  Mananguailee  and  on  the  Riviere  d’Attigue. 

As  our  savages  took  umbrage  at  these  preparations,  they  demanded 
an  explanation  from  the  English,  but  these  replied  coldly  that  they  were 
preparing  to  go  to  Fort  Machault,  and  that  at  the  end  of  March  they 
would  have  6000  men  to  drive  out  the  French. 

M.  de  Ligneris  left  nothing  unsaid  to  the  tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere 
in  order  to  persuade  them  that  it  was  to  their  own  interest  to  limit  the 
ambitions  of  the  English.  He  persuaded  the  Loups  to  assemble  at 
Cachecacheki.  These  assured  him  that  they  would  take  this  course  only 
to  be  nearby,  for  an  attack  on  the  English  if  they  made  any  attempt, 
and  to  join  the  French  more  easily,  in  case  there  were  a sufficiently 
large  number  on  the  Belle  Riviere  in  the  spring  to  drive  out  the  English. 

I wrote  M.  de  Ligneris  that  the  sudden  change  of  the  English  from 
extreme  gentleness  to  the  greatest  of  threats  must  naturally  make  the 
liveliest  impression  on  the  savages  of  the  Belle  Riviere ; that  they  should 
conclude  from  it  that  the  English  make  it  a principal  object  to  deceive 
them,  and  that  if  they  were  not  under  the  protection  of  the  French, 
they  would  be  very  soon  reduced  to  slavery,  and  probably  to  something 
worse.  Thus,  it  is  to  their  own  interest  to  completely  scorn  all  pro- 
posals for  neutrality,  to  remain  inseparable  from  the  French,  and  to  be 
more  ardent  than  ever  in  fighting  the  English. 

I also  enjoined  him  to  make  these  savages  very  conscious  of  the 
critical  position  they  would  find  themselves  in,  if  they  were  abandoned 
to  themselves  and  had  no  other  hope  of  relief  than  the  English,  who 
would  not  treat  them  any  better  than  the  Abenakis. 

As  I have  anticipated  the  intentions  of  the  English  against  Niagara, 
I am  writing  to  M.  de  Ligneris  that  in  case  this  place  is  really  besieged, 
M.  Pouchot  will  keep  under  his  command  the  300  Canadians  whom  I 
had  intended  for  the  Belle  Riviere ; and  that  if  he  finds  it  necessary,  he 
will  call  to  his  help  all  the  forces  from  Detroit  and  the  other  posts,  which 
I have  ordered  to  unite  at  Presqu’isle. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  charging  him  to  move  according  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  finds  himself,  and  according  to  his  posi- 
tion, in  such  a way  that  he  will  always  have  the  enemy  before  him. 
I mention  that  if  the  savages  of  the  Belle  Riviere  remain  faithful  to  the 
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French  and  act  accordingly,  he  will  not  fail  to  make  trouble  for  the 
enemy. 

That,  for  the  rest,  he  will  fall  back  to  the  Riviere  au  Boeuf,  and  in 
turn  to  Presqu’isle,  paying  attention  in  whatever  position  he  finds  him- 
self, to  worrying  the  enemy  and  setting  traps  for  them  as  they  advance, 
and  to  be  especially  watchful  wherever  he  is,  that  none  of  his  bateaux 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

I am  also  notifying  him  that  M.  Pouchot  will  gladly  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  corresponding  with  him,  and  that  if  circumstances  are  favor- 
able— that  is,  if  Niagara  is  not  threatened — he  will  join  under  his  com- 
mand not  only  the  forces  and  succors  which  are  assembled  at  Presqu’- 
isle, and  the  300  Canadians  which  I have  intended  for  him,  but  in  addi- 
tion all  the  forces  and  other  assistance  which  M.  Pouchot  can  possibly 
send  to  him. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21643,  f.  275] 

Pittsb[ur]g  23d  Dec[embe]r  1758 

Dear  Sir 

I hope  you  have  before  now  receivd  my  Letter  of  the  19th  Inst,  en- 
closing the  State  of  Provisions  and  informing  you  of  the  forwardness 
of  our  Works. 

The  design  of  this  is  to  communicate  to  the  General  and  You,  what 
intelligence  of  the  Enemy  I have  lately  receivd. 

Some  surmises  of  our  Freindly  Indians  made  known  to  me  on  my 
arrival  had  but  little  Weight,  till  now,  that  Sundrie  peices  of  Intelli- 
gence from  different  Indians  confirm  the  former  accounts;  and  par- 
ticularly from  Delaware  George,^®  who  had  sent  a Young  Man  his  Re- 


“ A chief  of  the  Delaware  tribe. 
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lation  to  Venango  on  Purpose  to  make  discoveries  of  the  Enemies 
Defens. 

He  is  returnd  from  thence,  was  admitted  into  the  fort,  which  the 
French  are  considerably  enlarging,  employed  likewise  on  fitting  up  a 
Number  of  Battoes,  and  preparing  everything  Necessary  (as  the  Com- 
[mandinjg  officer  told  him)  to  make  a Descent  on  this  Place  and  Loyal- 
hanning.*^  They  have  two  Peices  of  Cannon  and  about  300  Men  at 
Wenango  and  expect  a Reinforcement  of  Both  from  Priscile;  several 
spies,  Indians  and  French,  have  lately  mixed  with  Our  Indians  On  the 
Opposite  Bank  of  the  River ; and  it  plainly  appears  that  the  Delawares 
here  expect  the  Enemy  will  pay  us  a Visit  in  a few  days,  tho  Georges 
Intelligence  fixes  the  Time  to  the  next  full  Moon.  This  excessive  cold 
weather  is  a great  interruption  to  our  works  and  renders  the  Opening 
Ground  for  a Ditch  Impracticable.  We  are  now  employed  in  raising 
a Magazine,  in  hanging  the  Gate  and  raising  the  Bankets,”^  I expect  in 
four  Days  to  have  the  Place  made  capable  of  a tolerable  Defence,  and  am 
fully  determined  to  maintain  the  Post,  or  at  least,  make  it  as  dear  a 
Purchase  to  the  Enemy  as  possible. 

What  Weight  the  above  intelligence  may  have  with  the  General  and 
You  I am  not  able  to  Judge,  but  must  be  of  Opinion  that  it  is  not 
wholly  to  be  disregarded — for  we  have  seldom  known  so  particular  Ac- 
counts from  Indians,  void  of  all  foundation ; at  the  same  time  I should 
be  sorrey  to  be  so  far  given  up  by  you  to  the  Enemy,  as  to  be  denyed 
sufficient  supplies  for  this  or  a larger  Garrison  thro’  the  Winter  under 
the  apprehension  of  their  falling  into  the  Enemies  hands.  What  Con- 
voys may  be  on  the  Way  should  not  be  trusted  with  less  than  fifty  men 
on  this  Side  Loyalhan[nin]g  and  on  their  coming  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  us,  A Messenger  or  two  might  be  sent  on  to  the  fort  to  know 
our  situation ; while  the  Convoy  lay  by,  and  in  case  of  Danger  might 
post  us  in  the  Night. 

Our  Expectations  from  the  corn  feild  are  over.  It  has  been  suffi- 
ciently Stripped  by  the  Indians,  who  are  in  a likely  way  of  eating  us 
up  too,  especially  in  the  Article  of  Flower.  There  is  no  pleasing  them 
without  it;  I am  now  treating  with  their  head  Men  to  send  home  the 

” Fort  Ligonier. 

“ The  raised  ways  or  banks  along  the  inside  of  the  parapet  or  wall  of  the  fort. 
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Young  fry  and  Sqwas,  And  only  to  keep  a few  hunters  up  the  River, 
to  come  and  see  us  now  and  then  and  deal  for  the  Meat. 

This  is  sent  by  a Special  messenger  who  will  wait,  if  you  please,  for 
a few  Lines  in  Return. 

I am 

Sir  Your  most  obed[ien]t 
Humble  Servant 

Hugh  Mercer 

Delaware  George  insists  that  Mr  Croghan  agreed  with  his  Relation  for 
£20  to  be  paid  on  His  return  in  Dollars  for  his  Trip  to  Venango: 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21644,  f.  16] 

Pittsb[ur]g  19th  Jan[ua]ry  1759 

Dear  Sir 

As  my  late  Intelligence  from  Venango  appeared  to  be  of  no  im- 
mediate consequence  I deferrd  sending  it  till  now;  A young  delaware, 
son  to  one  of  our  firmest  freinds  in  that  Tribe,  was  two  days  in  the 
fort ; The  Garrison  consists  of  about  an  hundred  Men  commanded  by 
Seven  Officers  all  formerly  stationed  at  Du  Quense.  A few  days  before 
his  Arrival  there,  about  200  men  had  marchd  for  the  Lakes,  intending 
to  Canada;  And  the  Indian  Cheif  Custaloga,  who  had  remained  at 
Venango  watching  the  Motions  of  the  Erench,  in  order  to  give  us 
Notice  of  their  Hostile  Intentions  this  Way,  (as  he  pretends)  had  just 
returnd  to  his  Town  which  is  Situated  half  way  to  Le  Beef;  three 
Mingo  and  one  Delaware  Indian  were  in  the  fort  And  several  hunting 
round  it,  to  provide  the  Garrison  in  Meat;  their  Stock  of  Flower  is 
Small  but  [they]  give  an  allowance  equal  to  Ours. 

Only  Six  Battoes  and  these  hawld  up  a good  way  from  the  River. 
The  Soldiers  employed  in  Repairing  the  Fort ; It  is  a Square  with 
four  Bastions.  The  Barracks  form  three  of  the  Curtains^^  and  tall 
Stockades  enclose  the  Bastions ; No  Ditch  and  but  one  SwiveP*  point- 

^'The  walls  connecting  the  bastions,  which  are  the  projecting  arrowhead-shaped 
corners  of  a fort. 

^ A swivel  or  swivel  gun  is  a small  cannon  turning  upon  a swivel. 
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ing  down  the  River.  The  fort  stands  about  200  Y[ar]ds  from  the 
Ohio,  a little  below  the  Junction  of  French  Creek.  The  Curtain  op- 
posite the  Gate  which  fronts  the  River  is  taken  down  and  New  Loggs 
prepared  and  the  French  dig  for  planting  them.  The  French  looked 
very  [cool],  suspecting  him  of  being  a Spy,  but  offered  him  no  Insult, 
he  learned  from  the  Indians  that  it  was  intended  to  watch  the  Communi- 
cation from  hence  to  Legonier,  of  this  I have  Apprizd  Col  Lloyd^®[,] 
that  too  Small  Parties  may  not  be  entrusted  with  our  Convoys  of  Pro- 
visions. If  the  Above  Accounts  are  true,  such  pityfull  Enterprises  are 
all  the  Enemy  can  attempt  against  us  at  Present — and  I shall  have  a 
fair  chance  to  be  apprizd  even  of  these,  [in]  time  enough  to  disapoint 
them;  [as]  I faithfully  observe  Your  Instructions  as  to  Spys. 

Two  are  gone  off  to  observe  the  Enemys  Motions  above  Kiskuskes, 
One  to  Priscile,  and  the  Mingoes  are  engaged  to  send  me  the  State  of 
the  Fort  and  Garrison  of  Niagara,  immediately  on  their  return  home. 

I send  another  up  the  Ohio  to  day,  with  Instructions  to  go  to  Custa- 
logas  Town,  to  have  the  Chat  of  the  Indians,  from  whose  different  Ac- 
counts, and  Sentiments,  some  Truth  may  be  picked  out.  He  returns 
by  Venango. 

* * ♦ * * 

I am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant 

Hugh  Mercer 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21644,  f.  47] 

Pittsburgh  17th  Feby  1759 

Dear  Sir, 

My  letter  of  the  7th  inclosing  Returns  of  the  Garrison  and  State  of 
Provisions,  which  was  sent  by  Mr.  Garth  ingeneer,  I hope  has  come 
safe  to  hand;  since  that  time  no  Occurrances  worth  communicating 
have  fallen  out  here,  nor  no  peice  of  Intelligence,  been  brought  me  till 
Yesterday  that  Kikisuskung  our  Friend  if  we  have  any  among  the 


Colonel  Thomas  Lloyd  of  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  was  commander  at  Fort 
Ligonier. 
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Delawares,  returnd  from  Kiskuskas.  I mentioned  to  you  in  a former 
letter,  his  being  sent  to  Priscile,  and  his  Son  to  Salt  Springs.^®  But  the 
Weather  has  been  so  excessively  severe  as  to  prevent  his  going  to  the 
first  ; besides,  he  tells  me  that  the  French  are  well  acquainted  with  his 
attachment  to  the  English,  and  he  has  reason  to  dread  their  Resent- 
ment, if  catched  too  far  from  home.  His  own  Freinds  all  Kiskuskas*^ 
upbraided  him  for  letting  his  own  son  and  Cousin  go  to  Venango  for 
me,  saying  at  the  same  time.  We  might  go  spy  for  ourselves,  it  was 
now  peace  and  none  of  their  People  would  prevent  us.  This  imperti- 
nence I am  sensable  is  not  worth  your  reading,  only  it  serves  to  show 
the  secret  disposition  [of  these]  Villains,  and  what  dependance  may 
be  had  on  their  Freindship[.]  The  Old  Man  has  brought  some  Pieces 
of  Intelligence  of  far  greater  Consequence ; he  went  himself  to  the  Salt 
Springs  and  found  only  One  Officer  and  fifteen  men  there,  employed  in 
tradeing  with  the  Indians  [.]  they  had  brought  ten  horse  Loads  of 
Goods  which  were  cheifly  expended  in  Presents  And  in  purchasing  Deer 
Meat  and  Corn,  of  both  which  their  stock  is  in  considerable.  The 
French  Officer  told  him,  that  a Thousand  Soldiers  and  a Number  of 
long  haird  Indians,  were  then  on  their  March  across  the  Lake  from 
Niagara,  that  their  provisions  and  Military  stores  were  already  come  to 
Le  Beef,  and  every  thing  preparing  at  that  Fort  for  making  a Descent 
on  this  place  as  soon  as  the  Ohio  is  clear’d  of  Ice.  This  is  so  far  con- 
firmed by  a Shawnese  fellow  residing  at  Le  Beef,  who  has  come  from 
thence  to  Kiskuskas  a few  days  ago.  He  tells  the  Indians  that  a large 
Artillery,  he  says  forty  Peices,  Are  now  at  Le  Beef,  a great  Quantity 
of  Flour  and  Beef,  lately  transported  from  Niagara,  and  three  Battoes 
made  every  Day  for  some  time  past  and  of  a larger  size  than  ours,  but 
does  not  pretend  that  so  great  a Body  of  Soldiers  as  the  French  Man 
talks  of.  Are  yet  come  to  Le  Beef  but  that  every  thing  is  fitting  up  with 
great  expedition  to  sail  down  the  River  early  in  the  Spring. 

It  is  much  easier  to  relate  the  Intelligence  I receive  than  reconcile 
the  Inconsistencies  of  it;  to  day  we  hear  of  a body  of  French  being  on 
their  March  against  us,  and  perhaps  to  morrow  accounts  will  be  brought, 
that  the  French  are  running  away  from  Venango;  It  is  our  business  to 
prepare  for  the  worst  and  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  finishing  the  Works ; 
Capt.  Robertson^®  is  of  great  Service  in  this  Respect ; Our  Battoe  build- 

village  on  the  Mahoning  river  in  Ohio,  35  miles  from  Kuskuski,  according  to 

Evans’  Map  (1765).  Probably  the  same  as  Mahoning  Town. 

” Here,  the  inhabitants  of  Kuskuski  or  Kiskuskas  (near  New  Castle). 

“ Captain  James  Robertson  of  the  First  Highlander  Battalion. 
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ing  goes  on  but  slowly  for  want  of  Sawyers [.]  Horse}^'^'*  tells  me  the 

Pitch  which  was  sent  up  will  go  but  a little  way  in  paying®®  the  Battoes 
being  mixed  up  with  Dirt,  and  a great  Quantity  of  it  good  for  nothing; 
The  driving  of  Ice  and  Might  of  the  Rivers  have  prevented  my  search- 
ing for  the  Cannon  &c.  The  Ohio  broke  away  upwards  and  is  ex- 
treamly  full  of  Ice  but  none  in  the  Monongahela  for  some  days  past ; 
We  have  had  more  intense  Cold  and  Frost  here  than  I have  known 
before  in  America. 

A few  days  ago  I had  the  Pleasure  of  hearing  of  a strong  Reinforce- 
m[en]t  marching  up;  If  so  I flatter  myself  with  your  visiting  the  Ohio 
once  More,  and  being  able  to  defeat  any  designs  the  Enemy  may  form 
this  Way ; 

I am 

D[ea]r  Sir 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  humble  Serv[an]t 

Hugh  Mercer 

[P.  S.]  Our  Stock  of  flour  &c  increas[e]d  dayly,  by  Supplies  from 
Virginia,  MaryL[an]d  and  Pensylv[ani]a. 

The  French  at  the  Salt  Springs  live  in  small  Indian  cabbins,  have  no 
store  of  Arms,  and  but  little  Provision ; their  design  seems  to  be  to  pre- 
serve some  Interest  among  the  Indians,  as  they  have  been  very  liberal  in 
their  Presents  to  the  Great  Men,  particularly  to  Delaware  George. 


AMHERST  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  3] 


Sir 


New  York  March  5th  1759 


I had  the  favour  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  1st  of  March  on  the 
3d  Instant  at  night ; I cant  express  to  you  the  very  great  concern  I am 
under  at  the  painful  and  miserable  situation  of  B[rigadie]r  General 


““  A master  shipwright  or  boatbuilder.  He  accompanied  Bouquet  to  Presque  Isle  in 
1760. 

“Paying”  a batteau  meant  covering  its  bottom  with  tar  or  pitch. 
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Forbes,  who  I imagine  will  be  lost  to  us  before  this  can  reach  you,  and 
that  the  Troops  may  at  present  be  under  your  command.^^ 

The  business  you  was  left  on,  in  making  a proper  disposal  of  the 
Troops  for  keeping  the  necessary  communication  to  Fort  du  Quesne, 
was  so  very  requisite,  that,  I think,  B[rigadie]r  Forbes  judged  ex- 
treamly  right  in  leaving  you  to  execute  that  service,  and  in  the  unhappy 
state  that  I fear  poor  Forbes  is  in  if  he  should  not  be  dead,  I presume 
he  is  so  incapable  of  giving  any  orders,  that  I must  desire  you  will 
continue  to  forward  every  thing  according  to  what  were  his  intentions, 
and  as  you  may  Judge  best  for  His  Majestys  Service. 

:]c  :)c  ^ 

I have  received  with  your  Letter  the  intelligences  from  Pittsburgh 
of  the  19th  of  Jan[uar]y  to  the  17th  of  Feb[rua]ry.  I,  at  all  Times, 
make  great  allowances  for  Indian  reports,  and  there  is  a great  part  of 
this  which  I cannot  possibly  give  credit  to. 

I believe  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Enemy  to  effect,  and  very  im- 
probable to  attempt  any  Enterprise  against  Pittsburgh  when  there  is  a 
Garrison  of  400  Men  there.  If  they  do  any  thing,  the  most  will  be  to 
surprise  some  Convoys  going  to  the  Place  and  I dont  much  think  they 
will  try  that. 

I am  very  confident  B[rigadie]r  General  Forbes  will  have  left  all 
necessary  orders  with  Colonel  Mercer  or  the  commanding  Officer  at 
Pittsburgh,  for  the  effectual  Defence  of  the  Place,  the  protection  of  the 
Country,  and  that  no  opportunitys  may  be  lost  in  attacking  the  Enemy, 
in  case  the  Enemy  should  give  any  by  venturing  Partys  too  near  the 
Place,  and  indeed  it  appears  to  me,  as  I judge  from  the  Strength  of 
the  garrison  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  number  of  the  Enemy  in  that  part, 
that  no  occasion  should  be  omitted  that  can  be  taken  for  surprising  any 
Partys  of  the  Enemy,  such  as  the  two  Officers  and  20  men  at  the  Salt 
Springs  which  would  distress  the  Enemy  extreamly  by  taking  and  spoil- 
ing any  provisions  they  may  be  collecting  together,  and  I am  not  sure  but 
that  even  Venango  might  be  taken  which  would  clear  the  Country  in- 
tirely  to  the  Lake. 

as  it  appears  to  me  that  some  occasions  may  offer  of  attacking  the 
Enemys  Partys  with  success,  which  B[rigadie]r  General  Forbes  may 
not  have  expected  at  the  time  he  quitted  the  Place,  and  that  Colonel 

General  Forbes  died  on  March  11,  1759,  leaving  Colonel  Bouquet  temporarily  in 
command. 
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Mercer  may  not  think  himself  authorised  to  act  offensively  without 
further  orders,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  him  of  these  my  intentions, 
and  as  I am  very  sensible  (from  the  Character  I have  had  of  him)  of 
his  Zeal  and  attachment  to  the  Kings  Service  and  his  Judgement  and 
alacrity  in  executing  whatever  may  tend  to  the  honour  of  His  Majesty’s 
arms,  you  will  inform  him  that  they  are  my  Orders  that  he  should  take 
any  opportunitys  that  may  offer  of  attacking  the  Enemys  Partys,  to  try 
to  surprise  their  Posts  at  the  Salt  Springs,  Venango,  or  any  other  Place 
that  may  offer,  with  such  part  of  his  Garrison  as  he  shall  think  proper, 
having  allways  a due  attention  to  the  defence  and  security  of  Pittsburgh. 

I am 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Jeff  Amherst 


INDIAN  INTELLIGENCE 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21644,  f.  106] 

[Pittsburgh,  March  17,  1759] 

Thom  Bull  the  Indian  Employ’d  to  Spy  at  the  Lakes  Arrived ; he  sett 
of[f]  from  hence  the  2d  Inst[an]t  and  in  two  Day’s  reached  Venango, 
Staid  their  that  Night,  Next  Day  got  to  Cushtolagas  Town,  and  the 
Day  after  in  the  Evening  reached  La  Buf[,]  Staid  their  one  Night  and 
went  on  with  three  Erench  Men  to  Prescile  next  Day. 

At  Prescile  the  Garrison  Consists  of  two  Officers  two  Merchants  a 
Clark  Priest  and  103  Soldiers  as  near  as  he  could  reckon  by  Counting 
them  in  the  Barrack’s,  for  they  ware  not  Employed  about  any  Work. 
The  Command [in]g  Officers  Name  is  BurinoP^  with  whom  Bull  was 
formerly  well  Acquainted  and  therefore  not  Suspected  of  coming  from 
us;  He  treated  him  with  great  Openes’s,  and  Told  him  that  30  Towns 
of  the  Waweackneus,  Taways,  Chipaway’s,  Tilmateneus  and  French, 
Mingoes®^  had  Engaged  to  Join  the  French  and  come  to  Warr  here;  he 
saw  1500  Warr  Billets  ready  Prepared  for  their  Equipment;  he  say’s 

Possibly  a corruption  of  the  name  La  Borgne. 

“ Weas,  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Hurons,  and  pro-French  Iroquois  of  the  Ohio  coun- 
try. 
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likewise  (but  whether  the  Officer  told  him,  or  he  Understood,  it  from 
any  other  Person  I can’t  make  out)  that  the  Indians  Just  Ready  to  sett 
off  were  Stoped,  by  the  Belts  and  Speaches  sent  among  them  from  the 
English  and  that  they  had  resolved  to  Disist,  till  such  Time  as  the[y] 
came  to  Kiskiskas  to  here  [hear]  what  we  had  said  to  the  Delaware 
and  their  Resolution  thereupon;  by  this  they  were  to  be  Guided,  and  if 
the[y]  found  Peace  Established,  to  take  [the]  Tomehock  out  of  their 
young  Men’s  hands  that  yet  inclined  to  the  French,  and  follow  the  Ex- 
ample of  their  Grandfathers  the  Delawares.®^  Accordingly  a great 
Body  [of]  1500  of  these  over  lake  Indians  were  soon  Expected  to  arrive 
at  Kiskiskas.  The  Officers  Told  him  that  he  had  a Councill  lately  with 
the  Mingoes,  and  Told  them  he  was  sorry  to  see  one  half  of  the  Mingoes 
Break  away  to  the  English ; he  Addressed  them  to  leave  the  English 
and  come  and  sitt  by  his  Fire  as  formerly. 

They  Replyed  that  the[y]  Took  the  Tomehock  out  of  their  Hands 
and  Buried  it;  that  the[y]  would  do  so  by  the  English,  and  Advise  both 
to  Fight  as  formerly,  over  the  great  Water,  without  Disturbing  their 
Country  that  they  Might  live  in  Peace  with  both,  and  that  the  English 
should  return  home,  the  French  replyed  the[y]  would  go  home  when 
ever  the  English  moved  off. 

Laburinol  told  him  he  had  sent  a belt  to  the  Delaware  Chiefs 

The  Be[a]ver,  Delaware  George,  and  Cutte  began  to  come  and 
Councill  with  him;  and  by  Bull’s  Acc[oun]t  they  are  Desired  to  set 
of[f]  about  this  Time.  The  Fort  is  a Square  with  four  Bastions  Square 
Log  Work  no  Platform’s  raised  yet,  so  that  the[y]  cant  be  Used,  only 
a small  Platform  in  each  Bastion,  for  a Gentry,  no  Guns  upon  the  Wall, 
but  four,  four,  pound  Peaces  be  in  one  of  the  Bastion  not  Mounted  on 
Carreges.  The  Wall  only  Single  Loggs,  no  Banket  with  [in]  nor  no 
Ditch  without,  two  Gates  of  an  Equal  Size  about  Ten  feet  wide,  one 
Fronts  the  Lake  about  three  hundred  [feet?]  Distance,  the  other  the 
Road  to  La  Buf,  The  Magazine  is  a Stone  House  covered  with  Shingles, 
and  not  sunk  in  the  ground  Standing  in  the  Right  Bastoon  next  the 
Lake,  going  to  Prescile  from  La  Buf ; the  other  Houses  Square  Loggs, 
a Considerable  Quant[it]y  of  Indian  Good’s  but  little  Flour,  12  Battoes 
are  every  day  Expected  to  Arrive  from  Niagara  with  Provisions,  the 
lake  being  Open  to  within  three  hundred  Yards  of  the  Shore. 


“ The  Delawares  were  called  grandfathers  by  the  other  Algonquian  tribes. 
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No  Body  of  French  is  Expected  soon  from  Niagara,  but  about  five 
hundred  from  a Fort  on  the  N[orth]  side  of  Lake  Eire  in  the  Waweast- 
eneus  Country®®  which  I have  formerly  heard  to  be  build  of  Ceder 
Stockaids,  were  to  have  come  along  with  the  Indians  above  Mentioned ; 
and  were  still  Expected  to  Prescile  as  soon  as  the  Lakes  was  clear  of 
Ice.  There  were  four  Battos  at  Prescile  and  no  Works  Carr[y]ing  on 
but  one  small  House  in  the  Port.  He  was  requested  to  Stay,  or  return 
soon  as  [a]  great  many  Delawares  ware  Expected  to  be  soon  there  to 
Councill. 

The  Officer  made  him  a Present  of  a pair  of  Stockings.  On  his  Desire 
to  know  the  Number  and  Situation  of  the  English  here  Bull  replyed 
that  he  had  not  been  here  since  last  fall  that  we  first  came,  when  a few 
staid,  but  he  heard  since  from  the  Delaware  that  a great  Number  had 
since  came  up,  and  that  the[y]  had  Erected  a fine  Fort. 

Bull  left  that  Place  telling  the  French  he  was  going  to  Wioming,  to 
see  his  Father;®®  and  got  to  La  Buf  that  Night,  the  Fort  is  of  the  same 
shape  but  very  small,  the  Bastions’s  Stockaded  and  Joined  by  Houses 
for  the  Curtain’s  the  Loggs  mostly  Rotten.  Platforms  are  erected  in  the 
Bastions  and  Loops  holes  properly  Cutt.  One  Gun  is  Mounted  on  one 
of  the  Bastions,  and  Points  Down  the  River.  Only  one  Gate  and  that 
Fronting  this  Way®^  on  the  sid[e]  Opasite  the  Crick[.]  The  Magga- 
zine  is  on  the  Right  of  the  Gate  going  in,  Part  of  it  sunk  in  the  Ground, 
and  above  is  some  Casks  of  Powder  to  serve  the  Indians.  Here  are 
two  Officers,  a store  keeper  a Clark  a Priest  and  50  Soldiers,  the  Men 
not  Employed [.]  at  La  Buf  are  24  Battoes,  none  of  them  maid  lately 
and  but  one  repaired  lately ; One  Le  Sambrow®®  is  the  Commanding 
Officer;  the[y]  have  a larger  Stock  of  Provisions  here  than  at  Prescile. 
He  found  at  Wenango  2 Officers  and  40  Men  Le  Naire®®  Com[mand- 
in]g;  he  does  not  know  the  state  of  their  Provisions,  nor  where  their 
Powder  is  kept,  but  gives  the  same  discription  of  the  Fort  as  I Re- 
c[eive]d  formerly,  only  two  Battoes  are  at  Wenango  and  two  he  heard 
had  lately  come  there  with  Indian  Good’s. 

The  Ohio  is  clear  of  Ice  at  Wenango,  and  the  French  Creek  is  clear 
to  La  Buf.  The  Road  is  broad  and  good  from  Wenango  to  La  Buf, 

Probably  Fort  Detroit,  whose  Algonquian  name  was  Wawaqtenang. 

Probably  the  famous  Tedyuskung  who  had  a son  called  Captain  Bull,  and  resided 
at  Wyoming  (at  or  near  Wilkes-Barre). 

" Toward  Pittsburgh. 

Saint-Blin. 

Ligneris. 
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and  from  thence  to  Priscile  about  half  a Day’s  Jurney  is  very  low  and 
Swampy  and  Bridged  Allmost  [the]  whole  Way. 

He  heard  no  News  at  Wenango,  only  that  two  French  Men  and  two 
Chipaway’s  had  gone  from  thence  to  take  a Scalp  at  this  Place — and 
that  26  Mingoes  had  Passed  by  that  Place  lat[e]ly  agoing  to  Warr 
against  the  Cuttabas.^® 

Delaway  George  and  the  other  fellow,  Bull  thinks  will  go  to  Priscile, 
but  the  Be[a]ver  goes  to  the  Forks  of  Siotas^^  to  Plant  this  Spring, 
and  then  return  to  live  at  Kiskiskas.  French  Creek  [is]  Navigable  for 
Battoes  all  Summer.  Bull  went  from  Wenango  to  Kiskaskas  and  there 
meat  [met]  with  some  Chipways  coming  here,  [and]  Accompan[ie]d 
them.  There  are  only  two  Men  2 Women  and  some  Indian  Children  at 
Priscile,  [who  are]  Taways,  non[e]  at  La  Buf  and  a few  Delawares  at 
Wenango  [;]  Custateloga  not  at  home. 

Some  of  the  Works  at  Priscile  is  upon  the  decay  and  some  Apears  to 
be  lately  Done. 

The  Above  intelligence  is  copied  very  incorrectly [.]  However,  as 
nothing  material  is  wrong  inserted,  and  I am  extreamly  hurried,  I hope 
Small  errors  will  be  passd  over. 

H Mercer. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PLAN  OF  GENERAL  OPERATIONS 
FOR  THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  1759* * 

[Arch.  Nat.,  A 104,  f.  47] 


April,  1759. 

Belle  Riviere 

M.  de  Ligneris  has  had  orders  to  remain  on  the  Oyo  at  Fort 
Machault:  1st.  To  support  the  tribes;  2nd.  To  annoy  the  English; 
3rd.  To  oblige  them  to  make  a diversion;  4th.  To  cover  Lake  Erie 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from  marching,  except  with  an  army,  which 
would  force  them  to  make  considerable  preparations,  from  which  serious 
difficulties  would  arise  in  the  supplying  of  all  sorts  of  provisions  in  a 
country  well  adapted  for  defending  the  ground,  foot  by  foot. 

*°  The  Catawbas,  a Siouan  tribe  of  South  Carolina. 

" The  Scioto  river  in  south  central  Ohio. 

* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  952-956. 
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The  scarcity  of  provisions,  which  prevails  in  the  colony,  persuaded 
me  to  give  orders  to  the  Illinois  and  Detroit  to  forward  to  Presque  Isle 
all  the  provisions  which  these  two  posts  can  furnish. 

Early  last  autumn,  I had  designated  the  same  place  for  the  general 
rendezvous  of  the  Canadians  and  settlers  from  the  Illinois,  Detroit,  from 
all  of  the  French  and  the  various  southern  tribes,  in  order  to  have  them 
when  required. 

Niagara 

These  forces  will  go  to  the  aid  of  Niagara,  if  the  enemy  would  at- 
tempt to  besiege  it. 

I have  likewise  sent  orders  to  Toronto  to  assemble  the  Mississagues 
and  other  tribes  and  send  them  to  Niagara. 

I have  informed  the  commander  of  this  last  fort  regarding  my  anxiety 
lest  the  English  come  to  attack  it  before  the  arrival  of  the  help  I am 
sending.  I have  authorized  him  to  draw  from  the  observation  camp  at 
Presque  Isle,  as  it  assembles. 

:jc  ){c  )|c 

For  the  rest,  as  the  plans  and  the  movements  of  our  enemies  develop, 
and  as  circumstances  require  some  changes  in  my  arrangements  or  the 
making  of  new  arrangements,  I will  consider  it  a pleasure  to  inform  the 
Marquis  de  Montcalm  about  them. 

Done  at  Montreal,  April  1,  1759. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  MONTCALM  TO  THE  MARSHAL 

DE  BELLE  ISLE* 

[Arch.  Nat.,  A 104,  f.  157] 


April  12,  1759. 

Except  for  unforeseen  good  fortune,  from  a great  diversion  by  sea 
against  the  English  colonies  or  from  serious  mistakes  by  the  enemy, 
Canada  will  be  taken  this  campaign  and  certainly  in  the  next  campaign. 


* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  960-962. 
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The  English  have  sixty  thousand  men ; we  have  at  most  from  10  to 

11.000  men.  Our  government  is  good  for  nothing;  credit  and  pro- 
visions are  failing;  for  lack  of  provisions,  the  English  will  win.  The 
lands  scarcely  tilled ; cattle  are  lacking ; the  Canadians  are  becoming  dis- 
couraged. There  is  no  confidence  in  M.  de  Vaudreuil  or  in  M.  Bigot. 
M.  de  Vaudreuil  is  incapable  of  preparing  a plan  of  operations ; he  has 
no  energy;  he  gives  his  confidence  to  quacks  rather  than  to  the  generals 
sent  by  the  King.  M.  Bigot  seems  busy  only  in  making  a big  fortune 
for  himself,  and  his  adherents  and  flatterers.  Avarice  has  seized  the 
officers  and  store  keepers;  clerks  on  the  Riviere  St.  Jean,  on  the  Ohio, 
or  with  the  savages  in  the  upper  country,  make  astonishing  fortunes ; 
this  only  by  false  warrants  legally  used.  If  the  savages  had  a quarter  of 
what  is  supposed  to  be  spent  for  them,  the  King  would  have  all  those  in 
America  and  the  English  none. 

This  interest  has  an  influence  on  the  war.  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  to  whom 
all  men  are  the  same,  entrusted  an  important  operation  to  his  brother 
or  to  another  officer  of  the  colony,  the  same  as  to  Chevalier  de  Levy.^^ 
He  is  led  by  a rascally  secretary  and  some  interested  associates.  Ap- 
pointments belong  to  those  who  are  dividing  the  cake,  for  they  have 
never  wanted  to  send  M.  de  Bourlamaque  or  M.  De  Seneserques,  com- 
mander of  the  battalion  of  La  Sarre,  to  Fort  Duquesne.  I had  proposed 
it ; the  King  would  have  gained  by  it ; but  what  superintendents  in  a 
country  where  the  humblest  cadet,  sergeant,  or  gunner  comes  back  with 

20.000  or  30,000  livres  in  certificates,  for  goods  issued  to  the  savages 
on  behalf  of  His  Majesty! 

These  expenses,  which  were  paid  at  Quebec  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
colony,  amount  to  twenty-four  millions.  The  previous  year  the  ex- 
penses were  only  twelve  or  thirteen  millions.  This  year  they  will  run 
up  to  thirty-six.  It  seems  as  if  everyone  is  in  a hurry  to  make  their 
fortune  before  the  loss  of  the  colony,  which  some  perhaps  desire,  be- 
cause it  would  be  an  impenetrable  veil  over  their  conduct.  The  desire 
to  get  rich  has  an  influence  on  the  war,  and  M.  de  Vaudreuil  has  no 
doubt  of  it.  Instead  of  reducing  the  expenses  of  Canada,  people  want 
to  retain  everything.  How  are  they  to  give  up  posts  which  serve  as  a 
pretext  for  making  individual  fortunes?  Transportation  is  given  to 

“ Chevalier  de  Levis  came  over  from  France  with  Montcalm.  Later  he  became 
brigadier  general. 
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favorites.  The  contracts  for  munition  stores  are  as  unknown  to  me  as 
to  the  public.  It  is  said  that  those  who  have  overrun  the  trade  share 
in  it. 

Does  the  King  need  to  purchase  goods  for  the  savages?  Instead  of 
buying  them  directly,  a favorite  is  notified,  who  buys  it  at  almost  any 
price ; then  M.  Bigot  has  them  taken  to  the  King’s  storehouse,  allow- 
ing a profit  of  100  and  even  150  percent  to  the  persons  it  is  decided  to 
favor.  Is  artillery  to  be  transported ; guncarriages  or  implements  to 
be  made?  M.  Mercier,  who  commands  the  artillery,  is  the  contractor, 
under  other  peoples’  names.  Everything  is  very  poorly  done  and  very 
expensive.  This  officer,  who  arrived  as  an  ordinary  soldier  twenty 
years  ago,  will  be  very  soon  worth  about  6 or  700,000 — perhaps  a 
million  if  this  lasts.  I have  often  spoken  respectfully  about  these  ex- 
penses to  M.  de  Vaudreuil  and  to  M.  Bigot.  Each  one  puts  the  blame 
on  his  colleague.  The  people,  dismayed  at  these  expenses,  are  afraid 
of  a depreciation  in  the  paper  money  of  the  country,  which  will  have  a 
bad  effect.  Food  is  increasing  in  price.  The  Canadians  who  do  not 
share  in  these  unlawful  profits  hate  the  government ; they  trust  the 
general  of  the  French  and  what  consternation  there  was  at  the  ridiculous 
rumor,  which  circulated  this  winter,  that  he  had  been  poisoned! 

We  were  driven  out  of  Fort  Duquesne  at  the  end  of  November.  It 
could  have  been  hoped  that  the  English  would  have  postponed  this 
operation  until  April ; but  the  enemy  knew,  through  the  savages  and 
our  deserters,  of  the  too  public  order  of  M.  de  Vaudreuil  to  abandon  it. 
I have  never  been  informed  either  of  the  instructions  or  of  the  news 
which  related  to  the  operations  of  war,  with  which  neither  I nor  the 
Chevalier  de  Levy  have  been  entrusted.  If  I have  often  given  my 
advice,  even  in  writing,  it  has  been  from  what  I learned  in  the  same 
way  as  the  public.  Despite  all  that  may  be  written,  the  savages  of  the 
upper  country  are  beginning  to  be  disturbed  and  to  negotiate  with  the 
English.  The  Five  Nations  are  ill  disposed.  M.  de  Vaudreuil  wanted 
to  persuade  the  court  that  they  were  our  declared  friends,  and  that  this 
was  his  work.  If  they  were  managed  well,  their  neutrality  might  be  ex- 
pected ; I have  always  written  that  this  would  be  a great  deal. 
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GEORGE  CROGHAN  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  37,  No.  2] 


Sir 


Pittsburgh  July  11th  1759 
8 o’clock  at  Night 


Inclosed  you  have  the  Intelligence  I received  yesterday,  and  just  now 
arrived  two  Indians  from  Priskisle,  sent  to  me  with  the  following  Ac- 
counts by  a Six  Nation  Indian,  which  I employed  some  time  agoe  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Enemy  there. 

They  say  that  Eight  days  agoe  a large  Party  of  French,  and  Indians, 
arrived  at  Priskisle  with  a quantity  of  Provisions,  and  Horses,  that  the 
French  and  Indians  said  there  would  be  eight  Hundred  Indians  when 
they  all  came  together,  they  cannot  tell  how  many  was  there  there  but 
think  there  could  not  be  less  than  Seven  Hundred  French,  and  In- 
dians, that  when  the  whole  was  collected  at  Venango,  they  were  to 
attack  either  this  Post,  or  Ligonier,  but  those  Indians  say  they  will 
attack  this  post,  they  have  either  Eight  or  ten  Pieces  of  Cannon  two  of 
which  I take  to  be  twelve  Pounders  and  the  rest  Six  Pounders  by  the 
description  these  two  Indians  give  of  their  size,  they  further  say  that 
on  their  way  here  they  met  ten  principal  Men  and  Warriors  going  after 
the  Indians  to  endeavour  to  turn  them  back  over  the  Lakes  as  all  the 
Nations  there  are  determined  to  be  at  Peace  with  the  English.  I am 
with  Esteem  Sir 

Your  most  humb[le]  Serv[an]t 

Geo:  Croghan 


GEORGE  CROGHAN  TO  STANWIX 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21644,  f.  235] 


Sir 


Pittsburg 

July  15,  1759 


Yesterday  evening  arrived  here  two  Six  Nation  Indians  from 
Venango,  that  I had  employed  as  Spies,  and  give  the  following  intelli- 
gence. 
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They  arrived  at  Venango  the  Eighth  where  they  see  about  Seven 
Hundred  French,  and  four  hundred  Indians,  the  French  Commandant 
asked  these  Spies  where  they  came  from,  they  told  him  from  Scioto 
where  they  lived,  upon  which  the  Command  [an]  t told  them  they  came 
from  the  English  Fort,  and,  asked  them  where  they  hid  the  four  Eng- 
lish men  they  brought  with  them,  they  denied  they  had  brought  any, 
he  persisting  in  it  that  they  had,  the  Indians  bid  him  go  and  hunt  them 
upon  which  he  sent  out  a large  Party  of  French,  and  Indians,  who  did 
not  return  till  late  in  the  afternoon  without  success,  for  there  was  no 
Englishmen  with  them. 

The  9th  the  Command  [an]  t sent  for  these  two  Indians  [,]  told  them 
he  was  going  to  destroy  the  English  in  a few  days,  and  said  he  expected 
they  would  go  with  him,  and  then  told  them  this  day  will  come  here 
two  Hundred  Indians,  to  morrow  two  Hundred  more,  and  the  next 
day  two  hundred  more,  then  we  shall  set  of[f]  ; these  Spies  tole  him 
they  would  consider  of  it,  and  when  the  Indians  came  they  would  give 
him  an  answer,  they  say  that  about  two  hundred  Indians  came  that  day, 
about  as  many  more  the  next,  and  about  150  the  11th.  The  Com- 
mand [an]  t then  told  the  Indians  he  would  speak  his  Mind  to  them  the 
next  day. 

The  Spies  say  that  as  fast  as  the  Indians  came  the  Officers  were  em- 
ployed in  fitting  them  out  for  the  Expedition,  that  the  French  had  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  Goods,  and  that  they  gave  them  away  very 
liber [al]ly[.]  All  the  Indians  were  Clothed  by  the  11th  at  Night,  and 
about  10’  o’clock  on  the  Morning  of  the  12th  the  grand  Council  was 
opened,  when  the  Commandant  thanked  all  his  children  the  Indians 
for  joining  him,  and  desired  them  to  prepare  themselves  as  he  intented 
to  set  of  [f]  against  the  English  Fort  the  next  day,  and  then  threw  down 
the  War  Belts. 

There  was  two  Six  Nation  Indians  in  this  Council  who  had  arrived 
there  the  day  before,  one  of  which  got  up  and  made  a Speech  to  all  the 
Indians,  telling  them  their  Father  was  rather  in  too  great  a hurry  and 
desired  them  to  consider  some  time  on  what  they  were  going  to  do,  and 
delivered  the  Indians  a large  Bunch  of  strung  Wampum,  which  threw 
them  into  some  confusion  and  before  they  got  out  of  it  two  Indians 
arrived  with  a Packet  of  Letters,  and  delivered  it  to  the  Command  [an]  t 
who  immediately  opened  it,  and  after  reading  talked  a great  deal  to  his 
Officers,  then  spoke  to  the  Indians,  and  said[ :] 
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Children  I have  bad  news  to  tell  you,  there  is  a great  Army  of  the 
English  coming  against  Niagara  with  Sir  William  Johnson  who  has 
with  him  all  the  Six  Nations,  with  a great  Number  of  other  Indians 
who  live  that  way.  I have  received  Orders  to  go  directly  to  Niagara 
and  take  you  with  me,  we  must  give  over  the  thoughts  of  going  down 
this  River  till  we  have  drove  the  English  away  from  Niagara,  you  know 
the  Consequence  that  place  is  of[,]  both  to  you  and  us,  if  the  English 
take  it  you  must  be  poor,  as  it  is  stoping  the  Road  to  your  Country. 
Children  be  strong  and  support  your  father  at  this  time. 

Our  Spies  also  say  that  only  three  Cannon  had  arrived  there,  that  5 
more  they  expected  that  Night,  that  the  French  Command[an]t  ordered 
all  the  Battoes  to  set  up  the  River,  and  to  turn  those  that  were  coming 
down  back  so  that  they  only  see  the  three  Pieces,  that  a great  number 
of  Indians  was  tying  up  their  Bundles  to  set  of[f],  and  some  gone,  and 
that  about  thirty  large  Battoes  were  set  of[f]  to  go  back  before  they 
came  of[f],  that  they  think  the  French  will  endeavour  to  divide  the 
Indians,  leaving  some  of  them  behind  to  annoy  us  on  the  Road,  that 
three  Shawnesse  will  be  down  in  two  days,  who  promised  them  to  stay, 
and  see  what  number  stayed,  and  what  went  away,  and  to  bring  a cer- 
tain Account  of  it,  and  they  promised  them  that  they  should  be  well 
paid  for  their  trouble;  that  the  13th  some  of  the  Party  that  attacked 
Ligonier  returned  to  Venango,  but  brought  neither  Prisoners  or  Scalps, 
and  said  that  they  had  one  Man  killed,  and  one  wounded. 

That  soon  after  they  arrived,  four  Indians  who  had  been  watching 
the  Road  about  Stony  Creek  came  in,  and  informed  the  French  Com- 
mand [an]  t that  the  English  Army  was  come  over  the  great  Mountain 
(the  Allegheny)  with  a great  number  of  Horses  loaded,  and  Cattle,  that 
there  could  not  be  less  than  a Thousand  Men.  The  Indians  that  were 
with  the  French  were  of  twelve  different  Nations  and  had  Colours  fixed 
at  the  head  Warriors  Tent  of  each  Nation. 

That  19  Wayendotts,^®  the  whole  that  were  with  the  French,  set  of[f] 
for  their  own  Country  before  these  Spies  left ; that  the  three  Shawnesse 
mentioned  above  the  whole  of  the  Shawnesse  that  were  with  the  French 
are  not  yet  arrived,  but  hourly  expected.  Twenty  Wayondotts  are  ar- 
rived here  this  day  from  over  the  Lakes  who  say  that  the  Chief  Man 
of  their  Nation  with  seventy  more  are  on  their  way  here.  The  Goods 
I have  here  are  unsorted  and  but  few  of  them,  and  [in?]  all  I have  re- 


“ The  Hurons  living  around  Detroit  and  Sandusky  were  known  as  Wyandots. 
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ceived  no  answer  to  my  former  Letters,  I don’t  know  how  I am  to  be 
supplied  whether  you  will  purchase  them  below  or  give  me  orders  to 
get  them  here. 

I am 

Sir 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  humble  Serv[an]t 

Geo  : Croghan 


MERCER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  64] 

Pittsburgh  1st  Augt  1759 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Croghans  letter  to  the  General  for  the 
Intellegenc  received  for  some  days  past.  Since  his  was  seald  up,  two 
Wiandot  and  some  delaware  Indians  are  come  in  from  Venango,  with 
the  following  particulars. 

100  French  are  at  Venango,  and  about  thirty  Indians  who  are  em- 
ployed in  settling  matters  as  to  the  Peace  with  us,  and  a few  more 
entir[e]ly  in  the  Enemies  Interest — four  Parties  are  at  present  upon 
the  Road,  making  in  all  about  forty,  including  some  Soldiers.  A Small 
Party  that  killed  a Man  at  Ligonier  about  8 Days  since  was  returned  as 
they  left  Venango.  The  Enemy  is  preparing  to  make  off  upon  the  news 
of  Niagara’s  being  reduced,  or  of  our  being  in  motion  towards  them. 
Letters  were  brought  a few  days  ago,  with  An  Account  of  the  English 
Army’s  being  within  14  Miles  of  Niagara  unmolested.  Some  of  the 
Indians  pretend  that  our  Army  was  before  the  Place  the  20th  but  these 
we  don’t  regard  as  authentic.^* 

Not  above  fifty  Indians  remaind  with  the  French  at  Crossing  the 
Lake.  The  three  peices  of  Cannon  brought  to  Venango  were  sent  up 
French  Creek  with  the  Party. 


“The  English  siege  of  Niagara  began  on  July  8,  1759. 
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No  accounts  of  your  mad  [ ?]  express  at  Venango,  nor  have  the 
Indians  here  any  notice  of  the  affair ; so  we  begin  to  suspect  the  Cash 
has  carried  him  off. 

>|c  ^ ^ SK  9^ 


I am  with  great  Respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv[an]t 

Hugh  Mercer 


BOUQUET  TO  MERCER 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  66] 


Sir 


Eort  Bedford  2d  August  1759 


I had  your  Letters  of  the  22d  and  28th  Inst  [an ]t  and  as  I suppose 
this  will  be  safely  convey’d  I shall  open  a Scheme  to  you,  which  in  the 
actual  Circumstances  appears  practicable. 

The  attack  upon  Niagara  must  by  this  time  have  Succeeded  or  mis- 
carried.^® In  the  first  Case  it  is  probable  that  the  Enemys  will  abandon 
their  Posts  on  this  Side  Lake  Errie ; In  the  other  They  will  naturally 
bring  again  their  forces  to  Venango;  But  as  in  either  Case  they  will 
necessarily  want  Time,  both  to  recall  their  Indians,  and  collect  Pro- 
visions, I Seems  adviseable  to  Seize  the  opportunity  when  they  are 
otherwise  employed  to  attemt  to  burn  Venango,  where  they  can  not 
have  lefft  any  considerable  force. 

And  as  I can  not  at  this  distance  be  judge  of  all  the  difficultys  of  the 
Entreprise,  I must  leave  it  to  your  own  Judgement  to  determine  what 
probability  there  is  of  Succeeding. 

The  Plan  as  I conceive  it,  Tho  always  liable  to  any  alteration  you 
may  think  necessary,  should  be  this. 

1st.  That  you  Should  propose  it  to  the  Chief  of  the  Indians,  either 
with  you  or  in  your  Neighbour  hood  and  if  they  approve  of  it,  and  will 
engage  to  go  with  you,  with  about  three  hundred  of  their  Warriors  that 
you  will  in  that  Case  engage  to  give  them  all  the  Indian  Goods  found 


“ Fort  Niagara  capitulated  on  July  28. 
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in  the  Place,  and  such  other  Presents  as  you  will  find  necessary  to 
promise  in  case  of  success. 

2.  That  you  march  yourself  with  two  hundred  Roy[a]l  Amer[i- 
cans]  : fifty  Highl  [anders]  : and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Provincial  troops 
from  Virg[ini]a  and  Pensilvania,  in  all  500  men  (leaving  two  hundred 
in  the  Fort  under  Command  of  Major  Tulleken) 

3.  Take  with  you  the  two  small  Howitzers  Cohorns  with  their  am- 
munition or  what  Capt.  Gordon^®  may  judge  necessary  for  the  Speedy 
reduction  of  the  Places  under  the  Command  of  Lieut.  Wright. 

4.  That  your  Artillery,  Ammunition,  and  Provisions  should  go  by 
Water  in  your  Battoes,  escorted  on  one  or  both  Sides  of  the  River  by 
the  Indians  and  your  People.  The  Battoes  to  pass  them  on  over  the 
mouths  of  the  Creeks. 

5.  As  you  have  not  a sufficient  quantity  of  Pork  some  Cattle  should 
go  with  you,  or  if  the  Road  is  not  practicable  for  them  they  must  be 
sent  along  the  Path  under  an  Escort  of  your  men  and  some  Indians  to 
join  you  at  Venango. 

6.  The  building  of  the  Fort  being  the  principal  object  of  His 
Majesty’s  Instructions,  You  are  to  leave  Capt.  Gordon  at  Pittsburgh  to 
commence  the  execution  of  his  Plan,  and  Order  Lieut  [enanjt  BasseP^ 
to  March  with  You.  Capt.  Croghan  must  go  also  to  manage  the  In- 
dians. 

There  is  actually  a Convoy  upon  the  Road  which  has  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Pittsburgh  as  soon  as  possible  escorted  by  260  men  under  the 
Command  of  Major  Tulleken,  which  Escort  is  to  remain  at  Pittsburgh 
till  you  return.  Sending  50  men  w[ijth  the  horses  and  waggons  back  to 
Ligonier. 

You  See  Sir,  that  the  Chief  dependance  being  upon  the  300  Indians, 
if  you  can  not  persuade  them  to  go,  you  are  not  to  move  from  Pitts^ 
burgh,  but  if  they  will  accompany  you,  the  Success  Seems  infallible. 

The  Circumstances  may  vary  before  you  are  able  to  execute  this 
Project,  and  in  that  Case  you  are  to  act  to  the  best  of  your  Judgement. 

The  new  Supply  of  Indian  Goods  are  upon  the  Road,  and  I intend 
to  take  them  with  me  to  Pittsburgh. 

[no  signature] 

Captain  Harry  Gordon  of  the  Royal  American  Regiment  was  the  chief  engineer 
who  directed  the  building  of  Fort  Pitt. 

" Possibly  Lieutenant  Thomas  Bassett  of  the  Royal  American  Regiment,  though  he 
was  reported  to  be  dying  on  October  8,  1758. 
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HUGH  MERCER  TO  GOVERNOR  DENNY* 

[Provincial  Record,  Q,  501-502] 

Pittsburgh,  the  6th  of  August  1759 
Sir, 

My  last  Letter  to  you  enclosed  Minutes  of  Conferences  held  here 
upon  Ratifying  the  Peace  with  Several  Nations  of  Indians,  upon  Sig- 
nifying what  was  transacted  here  to  the  Indians  collected  by  the  French 
at  Venango  they  readily  consented  to  what  was  agreed  on  by  their 
Deputies,  only  two  Delawares,  a Brother  of  Teedyuscung  and  a Nephew 
of  Cutfinger  Peter,  opposed  their  Measures  of  Leaving  the  Enemy,  and 
coming  here  immediately  to  signify  their  Peaceable  intentions.  These 
assured  the  others  that  no  Peace  was  intended  by  us,  neither  had  any 
Indians  joined  in  sending  the  Messages,  which  were  contrived  only  to 
deceive  and  lull  asleep  the  Indians  till  we  had  Cut  their  throats. 

The  settling  this  affair  has  kept  a Number  of  Indians  still  about  us, 
for  all  the  Wyandotts  have  come  here  from  Venango  to  hold  a Con- 
ference with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares  who  are  assembled  to  satisfy 
the  Western  Tribes  and  to  take  the  Hatchet  out  of  their  Hands. 

We  hear  of  a number  of  the  Distant  Tribes  being  at  Hand,  upon  their 
first  Visit,  so  that  their  is  no  appearance  of  our  being  able  to  avoid  a 
vast  expence  of  Provisions ; this  lays  the  General  under  great  difficulties 
in  supplying  us  and  throwing  in  a Sufficient  stock  for  the  support  of 
his  Arms. 

I have  been  obliged  to  reduce  the  Garrison  to  Three  Hundred  and 
Fifty,  and  even  with  this  Number,  can  scarcely  save  an  ounce  between 
the  Convoys. 

We  are  likely  to  have  little  Trouble  from  the  Enemy  this  Way,  for 
their  Indians  have  dropt  off  to  a very  few,  who  in  small  Parties  lye 
about  Legonier  and  this  Place,  serving  as  spys,  and  now  and  then  taking 
a Scalp  or  Prisoner.  I inclose  the  Intelligence  we  have  received  lately 
from  Presque  Isle,  how  far  it  may  be  depended  upon  I will  not  pretend 
to  say  we  expect  further  Accounts  every  Minute. 

Some  Taway  Indians  that  had  been  entertained  he  [re]  some  days, 
and  met  with  equally  kind  Treatment  of  others,  took  off  two  High- 
landers, One  of  them  a Centinel  from  his  Post,  and  we  find  since  killed 
them  both  and  were  seen  proceeding  to  Venango  with  their  scalps. 


* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  VIII,  391-393. 
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Captain  Gordon  Chief  Engineer  is  arrived  with  most  of  the  Artificers, 
but  does  not  fix  on  a Spot  for  Constructing  the  Fort,  ’till  the  General 
comes  up;  We  are  preparing  the  Materials  for  Building  with  what 
expedition  so  few  Men  are  capable  of. 

I am. 

Sir, 

your  Honours  most  Obed[ien]t  Hum[ble]  Serv[an]t, 

Hugh  Mercer 


INTELLIGENCE  ENCLOSED  IN  THE  FOREGOING 

LETTER* 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  76] 

Pittsburgh  August  4th  1759  By  two  of  my  Spies  who  returned  this 
day  from  Venango  I am  informed,  that  the  French  at  Venango  are  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  on  Account  of  the  News  brought  by  some  Indians 
from  Niagara,  who  say  the  English  landed  in  sight  of  the  Fort  with- 
out much  interruption,  intrenched  themselves,  and  raised  Batterys ; that 
the  French  and  Indians  made  a Sally,  and  were  repulsed  with  the  loss 
of  Twenty  Eight  Officers  killed  and  taken,  a great  number  of  Soldiers 
killed  and  taken,  and  twelve  Indians  killed ; amongst  the  Prisoners  is 
Mr  Delinery^®  who  commanded  at  this  place,  shot  through  the  thick  of 
the  thigh;  what  number  of  the  English  and  Six  Nations  were  killed 
they  could  not  tell ; that  the  place  had  not  surrendered  when  they  came 
away,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  Indians  that  the  English  are  in 
possession  of  it  by  this,  as  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Niagara  sent 
Letters  by  these  Indians  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Priskisle  to  ac- 
quaint him  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  deliver  up  the  place  in  a few 
days.  And  as  Sir  William  Johnson  threat [e]ned  to  cross  the  Lakes 
with  the  Six  Nations,  and  cut  of[f]  the  settlement  at  D’Troit,  desired 
him  to  forward  an  Express  to  D’Troit  with  orders  for  all  the  Women 
and  Children,  with  their  Effects  to  be  removed  to  the  head  of  Scioto ; 
that  they  might  be  ready  upon  the  first  Notice  of  the  Six  Nations  cross- 
ing the  Lakes  to  remove  to  their  settlements  down  the  Mississippi. 


* The  copy  which  reached  Colonel  Bouquet  is  printed  here.  It  differs  slightly  from 
the  version  given  in  Colonial  Records. 

M.  de  Ligneris. 
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Forty  five  Indians  arrived  here  this  day  amongst  which  were  two 
Delawares  sent  from  Tuscarawas  to  acquaint  me  that  there  w'as  forty 
Indians  of  the  Twigtwee,^®  and  Cuscuskee  Nations,  on  their  way  here, 
sent  by  their  Chiefs  to  know  in  what  manner  the  Peace  was  settled  be- 
tween us  and  the  Western  Indians  that  they  might  know  how  to  Act, 
the  two  Messengers  tell  me  that  I may  expect  them  here  in  two  days. 

The  5th  Two  Shawnesse  came  here  from  Priskisle,  and  confirm  the 
Intelligence  brought  by  my  two  Spies  yesterday,  with  this  addition, 
that  the  Indians  who  brought  the  Intelligence  from  Niagara,  say  the 
French  attempted  several  times  to  drive  the  English  out  of  their 
Trenches,  that  great  numbers  were  killed  on  both  sides,  but  most  of 
the  French,  that  most  of  the  French  Officers  that  were  on  this  River 
are  killed  or  taken,  particularly  the  blind  Captain  (called  so  by  the 
Indians  from  his  being  blind  wdth  one  Eye)  who  commanded  at  Ve- 
nango, killed.®'* *  One  Neverville  a Great  Partisan  who  used  to  go  fre- 
quently with  the  Indians  from  this  place  against  the  Frontier  Settlements 
of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  killed.  That  when  they  left 
Priskisle  the  French  every  moment  expected  to  hear  of  the  surrender 
of  Niagara  to  the  English. 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  GOVERNOR  DENNY* 

[Provincial  Record,  Q,  503] 

Pittsburgh  the  12th  August  1759 

Dear  Sir, 

We  have  at  last  got  rid  of  our  Neighbours  at  Venango,  who  to  render 
their  Memory  grateful  among  the  Indians,  made  a Virtue  of  Necessity, 
and  what  they  could  not  carry  off,  very  liberally  distributed  to  their 
Friends. 

Croghans  Letter  contains  all  the  Particulars  of  our  Conquest  at 
Niagara  come  to  hand  as  yet,  and  of  the  Enemies  abandoning  their 
Posts  in  the  Ohio. 

Like  true  Frenchmen  they  went  off  with  a Gasconade,  telling  the 
Indians,  tho  they  must  run  away  at  present,  yet  this  River  would  be 

“The  Miami  were  sometimes  called  Twightwees  or  Twigtwees. 

““  M.  de  Ligneris  had  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye. 

* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  VIII,  394. 


166 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


in  their  Possession  before  the  End  of  the  Year.  We  can  now  talk  to 
our  new  Allies  in  a proper  Stile,  as  their  Services  are  not  Necessary, 
tho  the  consistancy  of  our  Plan  in  bringing  them  entirely  over  to  the 
British  Interest  ought  to  be  preserved  by  treating  them  with  a great 
kindness,  but  suffering  none  of  their  Insults. 

I am  with  great  esteem. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  Hum[ble]  Servant, 

Hugh  Mercer. 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  83] 

Pittsburgh  16th  Aug[us]t  1759 

Dear  Sir 

* ♦ * * * 

Since  my  letters  of  yesterday  were  sent  off,  a Delaware  Spy  is  re- 
turned from  Venango,  with  the  following  Intelligence,  that  as  soon  as 
letters  were  bro[ugh]t  to  that  Post  of  the  fall  of  Niagara,  the  Garrison 
sett  fire  to  the  fort,  and  upon  their  arrival  at  Le  Beuff  and  Priscile,  both 
these  were  demolished  in  the  same  Manner,  and  [of]  the  Troops  that 
went  to  the  Relief  of  Niagara  upwards  of  200  were  killed  in  the  Action 
and  very  few  of  the  Rest  are  come  in.  He  brings  some  Hatchets  picked 
out  of  the  Ruins  of  Venango — so  that  no  Laurels  are  to  be  reaped  upon 
the  Ohio  this  campaign. 

I am  with  great  Esteem, 

D[ea]r  Sir, 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  humble  Serv[an]t 


Hugh  Mercer 


Plate  \’II 


PLAN  OF  FORT  :\IACIL\ULT. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  VAUDREUIL  TO  THE  MINISTER* 
[Arch.  Nat.,  A 105,  f.  74] 

Montreal,  June  24,  1760. 

Report  of  the  feelings  of  the 
savage  tribes,  especially  the 
southern  tribes,  toward  the 
French. 

Monseigneur, 

All  the  garrisons  of  our  posts  on  the  Belle  Riviere  have  retreated  to 
Detroit  with  as  much  provisions,  artillery,  ammunition,  and  goods  as 
they  could  carry  in  their  bateaux.  The  rest  was  given  to  the  savages. 

The  domiciliated  Mississaques  of  Presquile  have  followed  the  French 
to  Detroit. 

All  the  tribes  of  the  Belle  Riviere  were  sorry  to  see  the  French  leave. 
The  Chevalier  de  Portneuf  sent  them  a speech,  especially  to  the 
ChaSoinons,  to  induce  them  to  persevere  in  their  good  intentions. 

M.  Hertel,  whom  I had  stationed  at  Sonyoto,  has  remained  there. 
He  learned  from  some  prisoners,  who  were  brought  to  him  from  Caro- 
lina, that  the  English  had  no  other  tribes  except  the  Catabas  and  the 
Taskarorins,  that  the  Tetes  were  waging  war  on  them;  that  imper- 
ceptibly all  the  tribes  of  the  south,  except  the  Chien  tribe, had  de- 
clared against  them  and  that  they  had  already  caused  astonishing 
destruction  in  Virginia  and  Carolina.  The  newspapers  of  England  give 
the  most  touching  details  about  it,  and  announce  the  departure  of  con- 
siderable forces  which  are  going  to  the  aid  of  these  two  provinces. 

All  these  tribes  have  accepted  the  speeches  which  I sent  to  all  our 
tribes  of  the  south  and  the  north.  They  have  produced  a very  good 
effect.  No  one  has  such  sentiments  for  the  French.  A large  quantity 
of  English  belts  are,  nevertheless,  being  distributed  among  these  nations 
this  winter,  and  I cannot  guarantee  that  our  misfortunes  and  the  threats 
and  promises  of  the  English  will  not  make  an  impression  on  them. 

The  Detroit  tribes  have,  with  very  good  grace,  taken  care  of  a certain 
number  of  Frenchmen,  whom  they  have  nourished  by  their  hunting  in 
their  winter  quarters. 

Sieur  de  Richarville,  whom  M.  de  Beletre  had  sent  with  the  Sauteux 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Niagara,  killed  an  Englishman  near  the  fort, 

* Also  in  Brodhead,  N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  X,  1093-1094. 

“ Chien,  or  dog  tribe,  was  the  French  name  for  the  Cherokees. 
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as  he  could  not  get  near  enough  to  capture  him.  Another  party,  com- 
manded by  Sieur  de  Quindre  killed  three  Englishmen  at  the  mouth  of 
Chenondas. 

A party  of  Hurons  was  surprised  at  the  inlet  of  the  Niagara  river. 
They  had  one  man  killed  and  six  wounded. 

The  English  have  not  re-established  the  little  fort  at  Niagara.  They 
have  only  rebuilt  the  large  fort.  More  than  three  quarters  of  the  gar- 
rison died  this  winter ; it  was  reinforced  this  spring.  The  English  were 
building  a fort  with  earthworks  at  the  old  Fort  Duquesne  and  are 
cutting  the  Mallanqueulee  point  by  a ditch  50  feet  wide.  They  are  un- 
willing to  give  any  powder  to  the  ChaSoinons.  Until  now  their  women 
had  easily  enough  supplied  their  needs  while  they  were  waging  war. 

M.  de  Beletre  is  preparing  to  receive  the  English.  I do  not  think  they 
will  go  to  Detroit ; it  would  cost  them  very  dear  because  all  the  tribes 
are  inclined  to  an  alliance  with  the  French.  M.  de  Marcarty  had  some 
provisions  sent  to  M.  de  Beletre. 

An  Anier'^  and  an  Englishman  who  went  among  the  Hurons  this 
spring  were  delivered  up  to  M.  de  Beletre  by  that  tribe.  He  had  the 
Englishman  imprisoned  and  let  the  Anier  remain  in  the  power  of  the 
Hurons,  who  will  answer  for  him. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect. 

Monseigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Vaudreuil. 


“ Anier  or  Anies  was  one  of  the  names  applied  to  the  Mohawks. 


VI.  THE  ENGLISH  REOPEN  THE  VENANGO  TRAIL 


After  August,  1759,  northwestern  Pennsylvania  lay  open  to  the 
English  forces.  The  Erench  had  gone,  but  almost  a year  was  to 
elapse  before  an  English  expedition  came  to  rebuild  the  forts. 

The  English,  however,  were  not  slow  to  realize  the  value  of  the  route 
thus  opened,  for  the  carrying  of  supplies  and  messages,  and  for  troop 
movements.  The  French  had  hardly  left  before  it  was  proposed  to 
transfer  troops  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  Niagara,  by  way  of  Presque  Isle. 
The  plan  was  postponed  for  want  of  boats  on  Lake  Erie,  but  later  it 
again  appeared. 

The  Presque  Isle  route  was  frequently  used  both  by  Indian  and 
white  messengers,  for  travel  between  the  two  forts.  The  first  white 
party  was  that  led  by  Captain  Charles  Lee,  who  went  from  Niagara  to 
Pittsburgh  in  sixteen  days,  carrying  a message  from  Sir  William  John- 
son. The  trail  was  used  by  other  messengers,  and  finally  there  was  a 
desire  for  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  country.  In  October  1759, 
Captain  Patterson  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  Hutchins  were  sent  out  to 
explore  and  measure  the  trail.  It  was  then  that  Hutchins  made  his 
plan  of  Port  Machault,  or  Venango,  as  it  was  called  by  the  English. 

In  the  spring  of  1760,  orders  came  for  the  transfer  of  troops  from 
Fort  Pitt  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  this  was  the  occasion  for  the  founding 
of  English  Fort  Presque  Isle.  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  movement  of  troops  and  supplies  from  Pittsburgh  to 
Presque  Isle.  The  march  began  on  July  7,  1760.  When  Presque  Isle 
was  reached  on  July  17,  the  Venango  Trail  was  again  an  important 
military  thoroughfare. 


HUGH  MERCER  TO  GENERAL  STANWIX 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21655,  f.  84] 

Pittsburgh,  20th  August  1759 
Sir 

Yesterday  Arrived  here  some  Six  Nations  Indians  with  the  Inclosed 
Letter  from  Sir  W[illia]m  Johnson  to  your  Excellency  which  I for- 
ward by  Two  of  The  same  party. 

By  all  the  Information  that  I can  Obtain  it  appears  Impracticable  to 
March  a Body  of  Men  from  Presque  Isle  to  Niagara,  The  Country  all 


169 


170 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


a Swamp  near  the  Lake  and  a Road  that  way  never  Attempted.  As 
Colonel  Bouquet  in  His  Letter  of  the  16th  desires  my  Opinion  of  the 
best  Method  of  Transporting  Troops  from  Hence  to  Niagara  I must 
think  that  the  First  Step  is  to  be  inform’d  by  an  Express  sent  to 
Niagara,  whether  Batteaux  can  be  sent  to  Presque  Isle  By  the  Time 
The  Troops  from  hence  could  get  up  there,  for  it  is  Evident  that  with- 
out Water  Carriage  across  The  Lake  the  Design  must  be  dropt.  The 
distance  from  hence  to  Venango  is  reckon’d  Eighty  Miles,  a good  Path 
for  Pack  Horses,  and  plenty  of  Grass.  I am  told  the  road  to  Le  Beuf 
is  still  Better,  Distance  70  Miles,  and  from  thence  15  miles  almost  one 
Continued  Bridge  to  Presque  Isle.  A few  Trusty  Indians  might  be 
procured  to  attend  The  Troops,  and  point  out  the  best  places  for  En- 
camping and  Feeding  the  Cattle.  The  rising  of  The  Ohio  a little  might 
render  the  Navigation  to  Venango  Practicable.  I much  Question 
whether  the  French  Creek  will  be  passable  these  Two  Months — So  that 
the  whole  dependence  for  Transporting  the  provisions  and  Baggage  of 
The  Troops  must  be  upon  Pack  Horses.  Some  Spys  upon  the  Indians 
about  the  Lake  would  be  of  Service,  when  The  Troops  sett  off  from 
hence,  to  give  them  timely  Notice  of  any  Attempts  of  The  Enemy  as 
such  should  be  intended.  Upon  The  whole  the  March  of  Such  a Num- 
ber of  Men  with  Their  Train  of  Baggage  will  be  attended  with  many 
Difficultys  and  Appears  liable  to  Several  disasters  that  may  render  it 
ineffectual. 

The  Indian  Fellow  who  scalped  the  Waggoner  near  Legonier  was  of 
Killbucks^  Party,  and  the  Delawars  have  promised  to  bring  him  up 
from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek.  It  is  intirely  Necessary  to  take  some 
Severe  Measures  with  these  Villains.  They  go  on  Stealing  Our  Horses, 
and  tho[ugh]  upon  Croghans  representations  promises  are  made  to 
Return  them,  I see  none  brought  Back,  nor  can  we  shake  The  Crowd  of 
them  off  from  preying  upon  our  provisions.  No  returns  can  be  got  of 
their  Numbers,  The  Indian  Agents  Absolutely  refusing  to  comply  with 
The  Orders,  as  Impossible. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be 
Sir 

Your  Excellencys  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Hugh  Mercer 


‘ A chief  of  the  Unami  or  Turtle  tribe  of  the  Delawares. 
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CAPTAIN  LEE’S  JOURNAL  OF  HIS  JOURNEY  FROM 
NIAGARA  TO  PITTSBURGH* * 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21644,  f.  431] 

On  a Wednesday  19th  of  September  1759  I left  Niagara,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Jonquier’s-  House,  20  [21]  Miles  off,  where,  we  Stay’d  all 
Night. 

Thursday  the  20th.  having  Carried  our  Boats,  over  the  Portage,  which 
is  12  Miles,  we  launched  at  2 [one]  o Clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  River,  to  an  Island,  which  we  Nam’d  Thursday  Island,® 
12  Miles  Further. 

Friday  the  21st.  we  Row’d  up  the  River,  about  24  Miles  to  the  Mouth 
of  the  Lake,  which  we  Enter’d  at  2 o Clock  Cross’d  very  Deep  Bay 
which  we  imagined  to  be  so  Miles,  and  Entered  a Creek  which  we  Called 
Friday  Creek  a very  good  Harbour  for  Boats,  the  only  Safe  one  that 
we  could  Discover  upon  Lake  Eyrie  betwixt  Niagara  and  Prisqu’  Isle, 
where  we  Stay’d  all  Night. 

Saturday  the  22d  we  Row’d  about  30  [55]  Miles,  and  Enter’d  a Creek 
which  from  the  Rufness,  and  the  Danger,  of  the  Entrance,  we  Call’d 
the  Devil’s  Mouth.® 

Sunday  the  23d.  we  Row’d  about  4 Miles  and  was  oblidge’d  to  put  a 
Shore,  the  Sea  being  too  High  for  our  Boats  to  Live,  but  about  two  o 
Clock  the  Weather,  becoming  more  Moderate,  we  Ventur’d  to  put  out 
again,  and  Row’d  about  20  Miles  to  a Point  which  we  Called  Bear 
Point,®  in  all  24  Miles  this  day. 

Monday  the  24th.  we  Row’d  about  60  Miles  and  Lay  at  a Small  Creek 
or  run  which  we  call  La  La  Pay  [Lilly]  Creek. 

Tuesday  the  25th.  we  Discover’d  Presqu  Isle  in  ruins.  Row’d  up  to  it, 
from  La  La  Pay  run  in  all  24  Miles  The  Navagation  of  Lake  Eyrie  is 

* A briefer  and  rougher  version  is  given  at  folio  430.  From  this.  Bouquet’s  sum- 
mary of  distances  is  taken.  The  emendations  and  substitutions,  which  have  been 
made  in  the  journal  proper  from  the  other  version,  are  shown  in  italics. 

“ Probably  a house  remaining  from  Fort  Little  Niagara,  the  post  built  by  Joncaire 
de  Chabert  a short  distance  above  the  falls. 

° One  of  the  small  islands  in  the  Niagara  river  near  the  head  of  Grand  Island. 

* Probably  18-Mile  Creek. 

“ Cattaraugus  Creek. 

“ Point  Gratiot,  near  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 

’ 16-  or  20-Mile  Creek.  The  notes  on  “Lee’s  Journal”  are  taken  from  Severance, 
Old  Frontier  of  France,  II,  346.  He  warns  that  Lee’s  “distances  are  all  wrong.” 
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Extremely,  Hazardous,  and  Dangerous,  the  Sea  by  the  Least  Wind 
raising  to  a Surprizing  Height  which  we  Imagine  to  be  Occasion’d,  by 
the  Shallowness,  and  Rockiness  of  the  Coasts.  The  Points  running  at 
a Great  Distance  into  the  Lake ; and  from  the  Extremity  of  these  Points 
Streches  a Prodigious  range  of  Rock,  The  Country  of  the  South  side 
of  Lake  Eyrie,  is  Extremely  Highly,  but  the  Soil  Pretty  Good,  The 
Timber  consisting  Specially  of  Hickory  and  Oak,  but  there  is  Several 
Swamps  between  those  Hills,  the  Remain  [der]  of  this  Day  we  halted 
at  Presqu  Isle,  whose  Situation  is  very  Strong,  the  Harbour  fine  and 
fit  for  the  Largest  Boats,  and  the  Soil  Immediately  around  very  good. 
This  day  were  employed  baking  our  Flour  for  conveniency  of  Carriage, 
hid  onr  Boat  amongst  some  Willows. 

Wednesday  the  26th.  having  Hide  our  Boats,  we  March’d  over  the 
Carrying  Place,  and  Procee’d  to  Fort  au  Bauf  21  Miles  off  from  Presqu 
Isle ; the  Road  for  2 Miles  is  Pretty  dry  and  good,  but  for  about  17 
Miles  A Continual  Swamp,  Bridged  over  by  Logs,  at  Present  Pretty 
much  out  of  Repair,  then  again  Pretty  dry  and  Good  for  2 Miles  before 
to  come  to  Fort  Au  Bauf  where  we  Stay’d  all  Night. 

It  is  Situated  on  a Small  Creek,  which  runs  into  a Small  Lake,  from 
whence  we  Imagine,  the  River  above  takes  its  Sourse;  we  did  not  Ob- 
serve that  the  Situation  was  at  all  Commanded,  the  Soil  is  there  Ex- 
tremely Good  Producing  Clover,  and  Grass  in  great  Abundance. 
Thursday  the  27th.  having  made  Raffts,  to  Transport  our  Selves  down 
the  River,  we  Proceeded  about  25  Miles  when  by  an  Accident  running 
against  a Tree  our  Raffts  was  over  Sett,  by  which  Means,  we  lost  all 
our  Ammunition,  most  of  our  Provision’s,  and  was  oblidg’d  to  Stay 
there  all  Night. 

Friday  the  28th.  we  proceeded  down  the  River  about  50  Miles  and 
Camp’d  at  an  Indian  Hunting  Place. 

Saturday  the  29th.  we  Proceeded  down  the  River  about  50  Miles  and 
we  fell  in  with  some  Chawaness  Indians  who  provided  us  with  pro- 
visions, and  all  we  Wanted,  and  we  Stay’d  with  them  all  Night 
Sunday  the  20th.  we  proceeded  down  the  River  about  13  Miles  when 
we  Arriv’d  at  a very  Large  Delaware  Indian  Town,  of  which,  Carto- 
logue,®  the  King  and  Chief  [and]  some  of  their  Indians  Treated  us 
in  a Surly  Manner,  till  we  had  Spock’d,  and  Shew’d  them  the  Belts  of 
the  Foreign  Nations,  who  had  Made  peace  with  us,  after  which  they 


Custaloga. 
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were  very  Civil  and  Moderate,  Supplied  us  with  Provisions,  and  De- 
tain’d us  all  Night 

Munday  the  1st  of  October,  having  persuaded,  a Mingo  Indian  to  pro- 
cure us  a Boat,  and  to  Accompaline  [accompany]  us  himself  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  River  and  Arriv’d  at  Winango ; the  River  above  is 
about  80  Miles  from  the  Sourse,  Narrow,  and  Winding,  as  well  as  In- 
consevably  Rapaid,  the  Country  on  each  side  Low  and  Swampy,  the 
Lower  part  of  the  river,  the  Stream  is  more  Moderate  but  it  Still  Wind- 
ing, the  Country  on  each  side,  most  Excessively  Fine,  and  Thickly 
Settled  by  Delaware  Indians,  who  have  amongst  them,  a Prodigious 
number  of  English  Women  and  Children.  Winango  is  Situated  between 
the  River  Ohio,  and  Fort  au  Bauf,  we  did  [not?]  Much  take  Notice 
of  it,  as  we  Imagined  Sum  body  had  already  been  there  to  Take  Draught 
of  it 

Tuesday  the  2d.  we  proceeded  down  the  River  Ohio,  about  50  Miles 
and  Incamp’d  there  all  Night 

Wednesday  the  2d.  we  proceeded  down  the  River  50  Miles 
Thursday  the  4th.  proceeded  about  40  Miles  and  arriv’d  at  Pittsburgh, 
this  Part  of  the  River  Ohio  is  Extremely  winding,  and  was  at  this  time 
very  shallow  and  full  of  Riffts,  the  Country  on  each  Side  High,  the  Soil 
very  Good,  and  the  Woods  Open  and  Pleasant 

[Added  in  Bouquet’s  handwriting  in  f.  430] 

Niagara  to  Presque  He 231  Computed  Miles, 

Presque  He  to  le  Boeuf  21 

Le  Boeuf  to  Venango 172 

Venango  To  Pittsburgh 140 

Total  563  Miles® 


MONCKTON  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  101] 

Fort  Pitt 

July  the  6th  1760 

Being  Order’d  by  Gen  [era]  1 Amherst  to  Releive  the  Garrison  of 
Niagra  from  the  Troops  in  this  Department — And  thinking  it  a fav- 


From 

From 

From 

From 


Sir 


° The  actual  distance  was  about  320  miles. 
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curable  Opportunity  of  Executing  a further  Part  of  His  Instructions 
to  me  Viz — The  Taking  Post  at  Presque  Isle — I have  for  the  former 
order’d  a Detachment  of  a Field  Officer  and  400  Rank  and  File  of  the 
R[oyal]  American  Bat[talio]n  with  Officers  and  Non  Commission’d 
Officers  in  Proportion — and  for  the  latter  (None  of  the  Pensilvanians 
being  yet  arriv’d)  Am  only  Able  to  send  One  Hundred  of  the  Virginia 
Reg[imen]t — The  Whole  to  March  under  your  Command. 

But,  as  I expect  that  I shall  be  enabled  in  Two  Days,  to  send  off  A 
proper  Detachment  for  the  latter  of  those  Services — I inclose  you  a 
Letter  for  Maj[o]r  Gladwin^®  of  the  80th  Reg[imen]t  Who  has  the 
Command  of  a Detachment  with  Whale  Boats,  for  Transporting  the 
Relief  for  Niagara,  from  Presque  Isle  Across  Lake  Erie — And  whom 
I expect  you  will  meet  there — In  which,  I have  desir’d  that  he  will  (If 
the  Service  is  not  likely  to  suffer  by  it)  Either  leave  150,  or  less,  of  the 
Americans,  Or  of  his  own  Detachment  with  you  for  Two  Days  To 
secure  that  Post — In  which  time  I am  hopefull  that  I shall  be  Able  to 
Reinforce  you.  Maj[o]r  Gladwin  has  Orders  from  the  Gen[era]l  in 
case  of  His  Arrival  at  Presque  Isle  before  you  To  throw  an  Intrench- 
ment  To  serve  as  such  to  a Block  House  Which  you  will  Cause  to  be 
Erected  there.  On  the  Most  Advantageous  Situation.  It  must  be  made 
to  Contain  about  One  Hundred  and  fifty  Men,  with  Officers  in  Pro- 
portion. 

Lieu[tenan]t  Bassett  Engineer,  with  Artificers,  and  a Proportion  of 
Tools,  is  Ordered  with  you  for  that  Service. 

Capt.  Croghan  Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  Affairs  with  some  few  Indians 
will  attend  you.  I have  directed  him  to  Acquaint  them  in  my  Name 
That  our  Intentions  are  not  to  Molest,  but  Protect  them,  and  their 
Familys  And  he  is  Order’d  to  Invite  the  Chiefs  to  meet  me  here.  He 
has  some  Presents  with  him. 

From  the  Information  he  gives  me  I flatter  myself  that  you  will 
not  meet  with  any  Obstacle  On  their  Part  Or  from  any  Enemy.  But 
should  they.  Contrary  to  their  own  Interest,  and  my  Expectation — Or 
any  other  Force — Make  any  opposition  to  your  Passing  through  the 
Country,  You  are  sufficiently  Enabled  with  the  Force  you  will  have 
with  you.  And  you  are  hereby  Directed  to  Put  in  Execution  the  Above 
Service. 


Major  (later  Colonel)  Henry  Gladwin  in  1763  conducted  the  successful  defense 
of  Detroit  against  Pontiac’s  Indians. 
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From  the  Situation  of  the  Post  and  from  what  Maj[o]r  Gladwins 
Detachment  may  have  done,  (Should  he  be  Arriv’d  there  before  you) 
You  will  with  him,  be  the  best  Judges  of  that  Number  of  Men,  will  be 
able  to  secure  the  Post  you  are  to  take,  till  Augmented  by  those  I shall 
immediately  send  after  you.  This  I mention  to  you  that  as  few  as  Possi- 
ble of  the  R.  A.’s  for  Niagara  Or  of  Maj  [o]r  Gladwins  Detachment  (As 
before  Mention’d)  may  be  detain’d  As  the  Present  Garrison  of  that 
Place,  ought  not  to  loose  any  time  in  joining  Gen  [era]  1 Amherst. 

Inclos’d  is  my  Instructions  to  Maj[o]r  Walters^  Who  is  to  Com- 
mand the  Detachment  for  Niagra.  You  will  Be  pleas’d  to  deliver  them 
to  him  upon  his  Embarking  for  that  Place.  Gen  [era]  1 Amherst  had 
Directed  Maj[o]r  Gladwin,  to  leave  some  of  the  Whale  Boats  on  Lake 
Erie,  for  keeping  up  the  Communication.  You  will  settle  that  with 
him.  Six  will  be  sufficient. 

You  will  have  with  you  a Sufficiency  of  Provisions  for  the  Present 
And  I shall  take  Care,  that  you  are  Constantly  supply’d. 

I must  recommend  to  you  the  greatest  Dispatch  in  Carrying  on  this 
Service  And  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  Proceedings  from  time  to 
time. 

I wish  you  much  Success  in  your  Command. 

And  am 
Sir 

With  much  truth 

Your  Obedient  Humble  Serv[an]t 

Robt.  Monckton^^ 


JOURNAL  OF  OUR  MARCH  FROM  FORT  PITT,  TO 
WENANGO  . . AND  THENCE  TO  PRISQU’ISLE* * 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  103] 

Left  Fort  Pitt  7th  July  1760  about  half  an  Hour  Past  3 o’clock  P;  M ; 
Marched  four  Miles  and  a half,  the  first  half  of  the  Way  through  a rich 

Major  William  Walters  was  to  replace  Gladwin  as  commander  of  Fort  Niagara. 
“ Brigadier  General  Robert  Monclcton  was  sent  to  replace  Forbes  in  the  spring 
of  1760.  Colonel  Bouquet  could  not  be  promoted  to  the  higher  rank,  because  he 
was  not  a British  subject. 

* Endorsed : “Journal  of  the  March  of  a Detachment  under  the  Command  of 
Colonel  Bouquet  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Presqu’  Isle  in  July,  1760.” 
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fertile  Bottom  and  the  other  through  a dry  Gully  between  Two  Hills, 
at  the  end  of  which  we  Encamped  on  the  side  of  an  Hill,  where  were 
several  Good  Springs. 

8th.  Decamped  early  in  the  Morning  and  Marched  16  Miles.  About 
7 Miles  from  Fort  Pitt  found  Two  or  three  very  small  Runs  almost 
dry ; three  Miles  further  a Sharp  descent  to  a Small  Creek,  then  crossed 
a Meadow  three  hundred  yards  over  and  went  up  another  Hill  the 
ascent  of  which  is  not  difficult : Here  you  see  many  hundred  Acres  of 
Clear  Land  or  Barrens,  the  Soil  of  which  is  bad  excepting  only  the 
Meadows:  From  this  Creek  we  found  no  Water  till  within  half  a Mile 
of  our  Encampment.  This  whole  March  is  upon  high  Ridges  with  very 
small  Intermissions : The  Soil,  except  on  the  Barrens,  is  Tolerably 
good  and  indifferently  Timbered  with  small  Black  and  white  Oaks: 
Very  little  Water,  but  a Redundance  of  Pea  Vine  and  other  food.  The 
Woods  are  open  and  Free  from  other  under  wood.  Course  to  the  East- 
ward of  North. 

9th  At  6 in  the  Morning  crossed  the  Hill  at  the  Foot  of  which  we  en- 
camped the  proceeding  Night  and  entred  some  Meadows  and  low 
Grounds  which  continued  near  five  Miles ; then  crossed  two  deep  and 
dry  Gullies,  and  ascended  an  high  extensive  and  barren  Ridge,  a Mile 
and  a half  in  Length : Here  we  fell  into  a Small  Bottom,  and  from  this 
Place  alternately  crossed  little  open  Bottoms  and  small  Barren  Hills 
till  we  came  to  a very  high  and  difficult  one  leading  down  to  a Creek 
about  12  Yards  over,  called  the  first  Branch  of  Beaver  Creek;  from 
our  last  Nights  Encampment  to  this  Place  (10  Miles)  we  found  no 
Water,  a bad  Soil,  very  little  Timber,  and  a good  deal  of  underwood 
and  plenty  of  Food  even  on  the  Barrens.  Passing  this  Creek  we  went 
throng [h]  a Thick  Bottom,  and  ascending  a Gentle  Hill  continued  on 
the  Ridge  near  two  Miles,  when  we  gradually  descended  into  low,  dry, 
infertil  Flat,  which  after  a Mile  and  half’s  March  brought  us  to  the  2d 
Branch  of  Beaver  Creek_,  30  Yards  over,  where  we  encamped.  Marched 
this  day  fourteen  Miles — Course  N.  and  by  E. 

10  This  morning  ascended  a very  steep  and  high  Hill,  on  the  Ridge 
of  which  we  continued  for  a Mile  then  went  down  a pretty  smart  descent 
to  the  3d  [Branch]  of  Beaver  Creek,  and  crossing  it  passed  through  300 
or  400  Yards  of  low  thick  Bottom  and  gained  the  Foot  of  a Pretty  high 
sidling  Plill  which  soon  lost  it  self  in  fine  level  open  Woods;  and  these 
continued  to  the  fourth  [Branch]  of  Beaver  Creek,  which  is  at  least 
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eleven  Miles  from  our  last  Nights  Encampment.  After  ctossing  this 
Creek  you  go  through  a thick  Swampy  Bottom  400  Yards  over  and  then 
fell  in  with  the  same  kind  of  Woods  you  Traversed  in  the  Morning. 
Five  Miles  from  the  4th  is  the  5th  Branch  of  Beaver  Creek : These  three 
Branches,  particularly  the  last,  are  only  little  durty  [dirty]  Runs;  a 
Mile  from  the  5th  is  the  6th  Branch,  where  we  are  Encamped.  This 
Branch  is  a pritty  little  Brook,  with  fine,  rich,  open.  Meadows  gently 
descending  to  it  on  each  side:  These  Meadows  are  perfectly  clear, 
two  Miles  in  Tenth,  and  are  half  a Mile  over;  Marched  17  Miles  this 
day  course  to  the  Eastward  of  North 

11th.  After  ascending  the  Rising  Ground  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Brook  we  entered  a very  narrow  rich  Meadow,  which  soon  brought 
us  upon  flat  level  open  Woods  that  continued  two  Miles  when  we  came 
upon  the  7th  Branch  of  Beaver  Creek,  a Shallow,  rapid  rocky  stream 
60  Yards  over ; passing  which,  and  a Thick  shrubby  Bottom  on  the  other 
side,  we  came  on  the  same  kind  of  open  Flat  Woods  as  before,  which 
continued  this  days  March  (14  Miles),  interrupted  every  two  or  three 
Miles  by  a Small  Run  and  a thick  Bottom.  The  Soil  and  Timber  still 
continue  bad  and  the  Food  grows  worse.  Course  N and  by  E. 

12th  The  first  Ten  Miles  of  this  March  are  through  flat  open  Woods, 
At  the  End  of  which  you  ascend  a Chestnut  Ridge  whose  descent  to 
Lecomic  CreeM®  is  extremely  Steep  and  difficult.  Having  crossed  this 
Creek,  which  is  four  Miles  from  Wenango  [Venango],  you  ascend  an- 
other Chestnut  Ridge  3 Miles  in  Length,  whose  descent  is  likewise 
Steep  and  difficult.  From  our  Encampment  this  Morning  we  had  Water 
every  two  or  three  Miles.  Lecomic  is  a considerable  Creek  50  or  60 
Yards  over.  Three  or  Four  Miles  befor[e]  we  came  to  the  first  Chest- 
nut Ridge,  the  Roads  were  so  full  of  Fallen  Trees  that  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  pass.  The  Soil  very  bad  and  food  scarce.  March  this  day  16 
Miles.  Course  N and  by  E : Easterly. 

13  Marched  at  one  o’Clock  P.M.  and  crossed  French  Creek  due 
North,  100  yards  over,  running  East  into  the  Ohio.  Had  low  Ground 
for  a Mile  then  ascended  a Steep  Hill  at  the  N ; W Foot  of  which  is  a 
Small  Run,  from  whence  we  Marched  2p2  Miles  through  a low  rich 
Bottom  to  Sugar  Creek  10  yards  over,  five  Miles  from  Wenango:  This 
Bottom  continues  a Mile  further,  and  is  full  of  Runs : we  now  ascended 
another  Steep  Hill  and  alternately  Traversed  little  Hills  and  low  Bot- 


Sandy  Creek. 
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toms  for  four  Miles  and  then  Encamped.  The  Woods  are  open  and 
very  young.  The  Soil  and  Timber  somewhat  better  than  on  the  other 
side  of  French  Creek;  Marched  10  miles  this  day  our  Course  N.  W 
and  by  W. 

14th  Marched  through  low  Grounds  upon  or  near  the  Banks  of  French 
Creek  almost  all  this  day ; Runs  at  the  End  of  one  two  or  three  Miles, 
and  at  four  Miles  a Creek  12  yards  wide.  Seven  Miles  from  Camp  we 
came  upon  an  high  Sidling  Hill  opposite  to  Custalogas  Town,  which  is 
situated  on  the  South  West  Side  of  French  Creek.  Two  miles  further 
are  Three  Mingoe  Hutts  a Mile  beyond  which  we  met  with  the  richest 
Meadows^^  I ever  saw,  quite  clear,  more  than  Two  Miles  in  length  and 
a half  a Mile  Broad:  at  the  N : end  of  these  Meadows  are  Three  more 
Mingoe  Huts’®  near  which  we  Encamped  having  Marched  13  Miles. 
Course  N : W : Excellent  Food,  fine  open  Woods  but  no  Timber. 

15th  Marched  through  very  rich  Bottoms,  commonly  called  Swamps, 
almost  all  this  day;  Runs  at  four.  Eight  and  Ten  Miles  distance  from 
last  Nights  Camp.  At  Eleven  Miles  distance  we  recrossed’®  French 
Creek  (80  yards  over  but  extremely  shallow)  found  about  half  a Mile 
of  Pritty  high  open  Woods,  then  fell  into  a Swamp  23/2  Miles  over,  full 
of  the  largest  Cyprus  Trees  I ever  Saw:  Crossed  a Creek”  30  yards 
over  and  encamped  on  the  North  side.  This  Creek  and  the  four  Miles 
one  Mentioned  above,  both  run  Eastward.  Marched  14  Miles  this  day; 
our  Course  N : N : E : 

16  This  Morning  we  ascended  a pritty  high  Hill,  and  continued  upon 
very  high  Ground,  tho  very  swampy,  for  Six  Miles,  (in  which  is  neither 
Water  nor  Encamping  Ground)  then  crossed  a Branch  of  French  Creek 
into  fine  Meadow  near  a Mile  sq[ua]r[e]  from  whence  we  had  a good 
Waggon  Road  two  Miles  thro  flat  open  Woods  to  Le  Beuf,  which 
stands  on  a Small  Branch  of  French  Creek  over  which  is  a very  good 
Bridge.  This  Creek  half  a Mile  below,  runs  thro’  a Lake  a Mile  over 
but  is  itself  not  above  Ten  Yards  wide.  We  encamped  about  a Mile 
beyond  Le  Beuf,  having  Marched  Ten  Miles,  there  being  no  more  Water 
till  within  Two  Miles  of  Prisque  Isle.  Our  Course  this  day  N:  N;  E: 

17th  This  days  March  was  (two  Miles  open  dry  Woods  near  Presque 

“The  site  of  Meadville. 

“ Probably  the  village  known  as  Cussewago. 

“The  crossing  was  near  present-day  Venango. 

” Conneauttee  Creek. 
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Isle,  and  One  Mile  at  the  other  End  excepted)  a Continued  Chestnut 
Bottom  or  Swamp  near  nine  Miles  of  which  are  laid  with  Logs,  but 
much  out  of  Repair.  Marched  this  day  14  Miles;  Our  Course  North 


From  Fort  Pitt  to  Wenango 

— siy^ 

From  Wenango  to  Le  Beuf 

— 46 

From  Le  Beuf  to  Presque  Isle 

— 15 

142J^  Miles 

MONCKTON  TO  BOUQUET* 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  110] 

Fort  Pitt 

July  the  9th  1760 
Sir 

You  will  Receive  this  by  Colonel  Mercer,  who  Marches  this  morn- 
ing with  150  Pensilvanians  to  join  you.  As  his  Command  is  small,  I 
am  in  hopes  he  will  be  at  Presque  Isle  in  a Short  time  after  you. 

Maj[o]r  Gates^®  sends  you  a peace  of  Intelligence,  we  receiv’d  yes- 
terday. I think  there  is  now  no  doubt  of  Quebec’s  being  safe.  I hope 
to  hear  it  from  the  Gen  [era]  P®  by  the  Next  Express. 

The  Inclos’d  you  will  be  Pleas’d  to  forward  by  the  Party  for  Niagra 
to  go  to  the  Gen  [era]  1 by  the  first  Conveyance. 

I am  with  much  truth 

Sir 

Your  obedient  Humble  Serv[an]t 

Robt,  Monckton 

* Endorsed;  “General  Monckton  9th  July  1760  received  at  Presque  Isle  the  18th  do, 
at  noon.” 

“ Major  Horatio  Gates,  aide-de-camp  to  Monckton,  was  later  a general  in  the 
American  Revolution. 

” Amherst. 
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BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON* 

Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  4th  Series,  IX,  267-268] 

Camp  at  Venango  13th  July  1760 

Sir, 

We  arrived  here  late  Yesterday,  and  it  was  dark  when  the  Rear 
entered  in  the  Camp. 

Mr.  Hutchins  delivered  me  this  moment  your  Letter  of  the  10th  with 
one  inclosed  for  Major  Gladwyn. 

We  find  this  Place  at  least  80  miles  distant  from  Pittsburgh,  and  Mr. 
Plutchins  says  that  he  committed  that  mistake  in  his  Report  in  fol- 
lowing Evan’s  Computation,  and  not  his  own  Judgment.  He  was  26 
hours  on  Horseback  to  join  us,  and  as  he  rode  a little  better  than  three 
miles  an  hour  our  Calculation  does  not  differ  much. 

Col.  Mercer  was  to  encamp  last  night  twenty  miles  from  us,  and  as 
his  People  are  lighter,  I expect  that  he  will  overtake  us  soon. 

The  R.  A.  will  be  embarked  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  and  I shall  not 
keep  any  men  of  Major  Gladwyn’s  Detachment. 

The  stockadoe  Fort  here  is  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the  few  Huts 
round  it  pulled  down.  No  Iron  to  be  seen  but  a few  trifles. 

The  saw  mill  is  hardly  worth  repairing.  The  two  saws  are  gone,  and 
the  Dam  fallen  down.  None  of  our  Artificers  understand  saw  mills,  but 
they  imagine  that  in  a Week’s  time,  it  could  be  repaired  so  as  to  have 
one  saw  going. 

The  Allegheny  is  very  shallow  here,  and  scarce  navigable  for  Canoes. 
Stoddart  who  left  Pittsburgh  the  4th  is  not  yet  arrived. 

Plaving  changed  some  of  the  Load  and  Drivers  the  Pack  Horses  go 
on  better,  but  their  Backs  are  in  very  bad  order. 

Capt.  Paterson  has  the  direction  of  them,  and  is  very  diligent  and 
useful. 

We  have  already  left  13  Horses  behind,  dead,  tired,  or  lost,  and  two 
Bags  of  flour  which  Col.  Mercer  brings  up ; since  my  last  Return,  we 
miss  one  man  of  the  Virginians,  Thos.  Warner  supposed  to  have  lost 
himself  in  the  Woods  the  11th. 


* A draft  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Bouquet  Correspondence,  B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638, 
f.  116. 
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We  have  a few  men  really  Sick  to  carry  on  horseback.  Capt.  Croghan 
goes  to  day  to  Custaloga’s  Town  with  some  presents. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Basset’s  Journal  sent  to  Capt.  Gordon 
for  the  description  of  the  Road. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and 
Humble  servant 


Henry  Bouquet 


BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON* 

[Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  4th  Series,  IX,  269] 

Camp  near  the  Mingo  Town  on  Beef  River^® 

14th  July  Even[in]g 
Sir, 

The  Indian  sent  with  my  letter  from  Venango  is  returned,  pre- 
tending to  be  lame,  and  Mr  Croghan  promises  to  send  me  another 
from  Custologa’s  Town. 

Our  horses  being  not  able  to  proceed  yesterday  morning,  and  having 
the  Provisions  to  issue  I halted  till  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  marched 
ten  miles. 

This  day  we  marched  13.  The  guide  telling  me  that  there  is  no  Water 
for  some  miles  further. 

I have  sent  an  Express  to  Presqu’  Isle  to  desire  Major  Gladwin  to 
have  his  Whaleboats  ready  to  receive  the  R.  A.  the  17th  and  to  send  a 
Party  of  50  men  to  repair  the  Bridges  from  Presqu’  Isle  to  Le  Boeuf. 

We  have  marched  104  miles  and  are  yet  39  from  Presqu’  Isle.  The 
Indians  have  lent  us  some  Horses,  without  which  we  would  have  been 
obliged  to  leave  several  Loads  behind.  Six  Waggon  Cloath  have  been 


* A draft  is  in  B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  Series  21638,  f.  117. 
“ Cussewago. 
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left  at  Venango  recommended  to  Col.  Mercer  if  he  can  bring  them  up. 
He  has  not  joined  us  yet,  and  I have  heard  nothing  of  him  since  Mr. 
Hutchins  joined  us. 

We  shall  want  some  Locks  for  the  stores,  and  garden  seeds,  chiefly 
Turnips. 

Croghan  is  obliged  to  stay  tomorrow  at  Custologas  all  the  Indians 
being  drunk  with  their  own  Rum;  he  can  do  no  Business  with  them  at 
present. 

I am 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  H[um]ble  serv[an]t 

H,  Bouquet 


VII.  THE  BUILDING  OF  THE  ENGLISH  FORTS 


The  fortification  of  Presque  Isle  was  begun  by  Major  Gladwin, 
who  arrived  with  a small  force  from  Niagara  on  July  6,  1760. 
When  Colonel  Bouquet  met  him  eleven  days  later,  he  found  a good  en- 
trenchment ready  to  protect  his  small  and  tired  force.  After  the  depar- 
ture of  Gladwin  and  the  Royal  Americans,  and  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Hugh  Mercer  and  the  Pennsylvanias,  the  serious  work  of  building 
began. 

Sheds  were  built  to  store  the  flour  and  other  supplies,  while  two 
posts  were  built  on  the  peninsula  to  protect  the  cattle  and  horses  sent 
there  to  graze.  A blockhouse  was  built  on  the  neck  to  keep  hostile 
Indians  off  the  Peninsula,  and  a redoubt  and  corral  was  placed  near 
the  eastern  end  of  the  peninsula  opposite  the  fort.  While  the  working 
party  reconnoitered  before  starting  to  build  these  posts,  it  had  a skirmish 
with  a band  of  hostile  “French”  Indians.  Meanwhile,  work  on  the 
blockhouse  and  outworks  of  Fort  Presque  Isle  continued,  although  it 
received  little  mention  in  Bouquet’s  letters. 

Soon,  companion  posts  were  built  where  the  other  French  forts  had 
stood.  August  9,  1760,  Major  Robert  Stewart  arrived  at  Venango 
(Franklin),  and  began  to  erect  Fort  Venango,  nearer  to  the  mouth  of 
French  Creek  than  the  site  of  Fort  Machault.  In  September,  Bouquet 
had  a small  intermediate  post  built  at  Le  Boeuf,  by  men  who  could  be 
spared  from  the  almost  completed  Fort  Presque  Isle.  By  October,  the 
two  upper  forts  were  finished,  and  Fort  Venango  was  well  along  to- 
ward completion. 

Colonel  Henry  Bouquet  returned  to  Pittsburgh  in  November.  His 
task  of  establishing  the  posts  in  nothwestern  Pennsylvania  was  sub- 
stantially completed,  as  was  shown  by  Captain  Harry  Gordon's  report 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Henceforth,  Bouquet’s  supervision  of  the  forts 
along  the  Venango  Trail  was  from  a distance. 

BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON 
[Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.,  4th  Series,  IX,  271-274] 

Camp  at  Presqu’Isle  18th  July  1760 
in  the  morning 
Sir, 

We  arrived  here  yesterday  at  10  in  the  morning  having  not  been 
able  to  get  in  the  16th.  The  distance  being  at  least  20  miles  more  than 
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was  reported,  and  the  latter  Part  of  the  Road  so  swampy  that  had  we 
had  Rain,  we  could  not  have  been  here  for  8 days.  Major  Gladwin 
would  not  embark  yesterday,  as  the  first  Place  where  he  can  land  is 
30  miles  off,  but  I saw  them  all  on  board  early  this  morning. 

I have  heard  nothing  yet  of  Col.  Mercer,  but  expecting  him  every 
moment,  I would  not  detain  any  men  of  Major  Gladwin:  and  as  the 
navigation  is  full  of  difficulties,  and  the  Coast  very  dangerous,  I sent 
Lieut.  Weeden  of  the  Virginia  Detachm[en]t  with  six  men  to  Niagara 
that  we  may  have  Pilots  if  wanted. 

Major  Gladwin  desired  I would  make  an  apology  to  you  for  his 
not  answering  your  Letters,  he  could  neither  get  me  a Copy  of  the  Draft 
of  his  Voyage,  which  he  promised  to  send  from  Niagara,  and  I recom- 
mended to  Major  Walters  to  forward  it  with  what  Provisions  he  could 
conveniently  spare  in  sending  back  Lieut.  Weeden. 

They  could  only  spare  us  two  Whale  boats,  and  two  more  are  to  be 
left  on  this  side  Niagara,  where  there  is  a little  stockaded  Post  and  a 
serjeants  Guard. ^ 

We  find  here  a good  Retrenchment  of  fascines^  and  a little  garden 
made  by  Major  Gladwyn  who  has  done  a considerable  Work  in  the  11 
days  he  waited  for  us. 

You  will  see,  by  the  Return  of  our  Provisions,  what  he  has  spared 
us ; having  kept  only  8 days  for  the  Detachment  with  him. 

We  left  two  men  of  the  Virginians  sick  at  Custaloga  Town,  with  a 
third  to  take  care  of  them.  I depend  upon  Col.  Mercer  to  day,  or  we 
would  be  too  Weak. 

I have  not  seen  Croghan  since  the  14th  nor  any  of  his  Indians,  and 
was  again  disappointed  for  the  Express  he  promised  me,  which  put  it 
out  of  my  Power  to  inform  you  of  our  Proceedings.  It  was  happy  for 
us  to  have  Hutchins,  or  we  would  have  been  in  danger  of  loosing  our 
Way,  with  those  drunken  Guides. 

I have  settled  as  far  as  I could  with  the  Drivers  who  are  gone  back 
with  their  Horses.  I recommended  to  Capt.  Patterson  to  make  them 
take  with  them  any  of  their  Horses  left  on  the  Road.  Inclosed  is  the 
state  of  the  whole.  (NB.  I gave  it  to  Patterson.) 


‘ Fort  Schlosser,  built  to  replace  Fort  Little  Niagara,  but  not  on  the  same  site. 
“ Bundles  of  sticks. 
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You  will  permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  Hutchins  and  Patterson, 
who  have  been  of  very  great  service  in  this  March  and  deserve  to  be 
rewarded. 

Our  flour  is  much  damaged  by  the  Sweat  and  sore  Backs  of  the 
Horses  that  had  no  saddles,  and  if  any  more  is  to  be  sent  hereafter,  I 
think  it  would  carry  better  upon  what  they  call  Wooden  saddles  which 
is  a frame  upon  saggings,  and  that  every  load  of  flour  should  be  put  in 
two  small  Bags  of  about  90  lb  each,  tied  together  to  make  a well  poised 
Load.  The  Horses  would  easily  be  loaded  and  unloaded,  and  the  Bags 
could  not  fall  in  the  ascent  or  descent,  some  of  which  are  extremely 
steep.  Horses  so  equipped  with  one  Driver  to  six,  could  go  20  miles  a 
day. 

I inclose  you  a scrawl  of  the  situation  of  this  Post  as  it  appears  to 
the  Eye,  but  without  any  Proportion,  klr.  Basset  will  in  time  make 
a regular  Survey  of  the  Environs. 

There  is  no  grass  about  this  place,  and  we  must  build  a Flatt®  to  carry 
our  Beeves  to  the  Peninsula  where  there  are  Meadows ; some  scHhes 
are  wanted  to  make  Hay. 

I shall  not  close  my  Letter  till  night  in  hopes  to  see  Col.  Mercer. 

halj  an  hour  past  12  o’clock. 
Sir, 

I received  this  moment  a Paquet  from  Col.  Mercer  who  encamped 
last  night  at  le  Bouef,  and  expects  to  be  here  this  afternoon. 

I am  very  sorry  that  your  letter  for  Gen  [era]  1 Amhorn  [Amherst] 
came  too  late.  It  would  be  impossible  for  a Whaleboat  to  overtake 
Major  Gladwin,  and  as  there  is  no  Landing  (as  they  told  me)  for  30 
miles,  the  People  wmuld  be  lost  in  the  night.  As  I foresee  no  oppor- 
tunity to  forward  it  for  a long  time,  I must  send  those  dispatches  back 
to  you. 

I cannot  return  the  Flour  Bags,  till  we  get  some  covered  Place  to 
lodge  the  flour.  There  is  not  a single  Hut  here,  and  as  for  an  Escort 
with  the  Pack  Horses,  I could  not  possibly  spare  a man  in  the  situation 
I was.  But  as  the  Indians  have  behaved  very  civilly  to  us  and  Capt. 
Croghan  who  is  just  arrived  assuring  me  that  there  is  no  danger,  I 
think  they  could  do  without.  But  I shall  send  a serjeants  Party  of  the 


A flatboat. 
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Virginians  tomorrow  with  Col.  Mercer’s  Horses,  which  will  overtake 
the  others. 

We  have  kept  here  all  the  spare  ammunition  leaving  only  what  the 
R.  A.  had  in  their  Pouches  and  the  12  Rounds  more  per  man  is  an 
equivalent  for  what  was  left  by  Major  Gladwyn,  whose  men  have  only 
8 Rounds.  He  had  orders  to  take  back  his  Tools.  We  have  lost  very 
few  of  them  on  the  Road,  having  severely  punished  the  first  man  who 
lost  one.  I cannot  get  a Return  of  them  now  but  shall  send  it  after 
Capt.  Atleys  arrival. 

The  18th  in  the  Evening. 

Colonel  Mercer  is  arrived  with  his  Detachment  6 Beeves,  6 sheep, 
11  Bags  of  flour,  7 Kegs  of  Rum  and  some  Tools.  Upon  a rough  cal- 
culation we  have  five  Weeks  Flour  and  Six  Meat  for  400  Men. 

I beg  you  will  send  me  your  orders  concerning  the  manner  of  pay- 
ing the  Labourers  and  artificers  who  are  soldiers,  as  they  have  always 
been  paid  at  Pittsburgh,  or  had  Rum.  If  they  are  deprived  of  either, 
our  Works  will  go  on  slowly.  Capt.  Croghan  who  setts  out  to-morrow 
morning  will  deliver  you  this. 

I am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  and  most  h[um]ble  servant 

Henry  Bouquet 


JOURNAL* 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.,  21638,  f.  244] 

The  17th  July  1760  arrived  at  Presque  Isle  settled  the  Embarkation 

18th 

The  Troops  embarked,  settled  with  the  Pack  Horse  drivers  and  Sent 
them  off.  Received  Letters  from  Gen  [era]  1 Monckton  at  12 
Col.  Mercer  arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  3,  with  150  Pensilvanians. 

19th 

Capt.  Croghan  had  Intelligence  of  a Party  of  20  [Indians]  Sent  from 
Detroit  to  observe  our  motions.  They  went  back  with  assurances  that 


* Endorsed : “Journal  from  the  7th  to  the  29th  July  1760.” 
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their  Intentions  were  not  to  hurt  us : Lieut.  McLoud  of  the  Light  In- 
fantry returned  in  a Whale  boat  in  quest  of  three  deserters. 

20th 

Wrote  by  Capt.  Croghan  to  the  General  4 Letters,  Major  Gates,  Capt. 
Barnsley,  Mr.  Peters^ [.]  the  Carpenter  could  find  no  Timber  in  the 
Peninsula. 

21 

Wrote  by  Lieut  McLoud  to  Major  Walters  to  ask  for  several  things 
Wanted  here  and  to  Capt.  Etherington ; sent  a Party  to  reconnoitre  the 
Peninsula,  Began  to  fall  Trees,  and  make  a store  for  the  Provisions. 

22d 

Capt  Biddle  returned  in  the  Whale  Boat  w[i]th  Part  of  his  Party,  re- 
ported that  the  Peninsula  was  very  Swampy,  bad  Timber,  tolerable 
grass,  an  old  Canoe  but  no  Enemies. 

I desired  him  in  sending  Back  the  Boat  to  bring  over  the  rest  of  his 
Party  to  Send  their  Men  to  bring  the  Canoe  to  the  Fort.  In  the  after- 
noon 2 of  these  men  came  in  and  reported  that  they  had  been  fired  upon 
by  a Party  of  20  Indians  and  had  alone  escaped ; I send  Immediately 
the  Whale  Boat  to  reconnoitre  and  Save  any  of  the  men  who  could 
have  concealed  himself  and  Capt  McNeil  w[i]th  a part  of  a 100  men 
to  the  North  of  the  Peninsula 


23 

Col.  Mercer  went  early  to  join  the  Detachment  and  tells  that  they  had 
found  two  of  the  men  killed  and  Scalped,  and  the  Serjeant  wounded 
with  Seven  Buck  Shotts  but  Without  danger  for  his  life,  the  2 other 
men  have  likely  been  taken  Prisoners. 

24th 

Col.  Mercer  built  a Block  house  upon  the  Neck  to  be  a Post  for  a 
Serjeant  and  12  men  with  Loop  hole,  and  Plateform,  Picketed  on  the 
out  Side.  He  sent  a Lieut  and  40  men  to  take  our  Bullocks  and  horses 
over  to  the  Peninsula.  5 Indians  arrived  in  Camp,  made  an  alteration 
in  the  Chain  of  Centry  but  [.  . .]  Discovered  three  French  Battoes  in 
the  March 


‘ Richard  Peters,  provincial  secretary  of  Pennsylvania. 
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25th 

Wrote  to  Col.  Mercer  to  build  the  Post  for  the  Grass  Guard  for  30 
men,  and  situated  near  the  Lake  opposite  the  Fort  with  a Pen  under 
it  to  keep  the  Cattle  and  Horses  at  night. 

26th 

Col.  Mercer  returned  with  the  Party,  having  lefft  on  the  Peninsula  1 
off[icer]  2 S[ergeants],  2 C[orporals],  1 D [rummer]  31  Private 

27th 

The  Indians  we  had  lefft  us.  One  of  the  Ennemies  appeared  upon  the 
Peninsula. 

28 

I went  to  See  our  Post  in  the  Peninsula 

Wrote  to  the  General  by  a Carpenter  going  down  sick,  with  two  Indians. 
Wrote  to  Bentinck.® 


BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON* * 

{Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.,  4th  Series,  IX,  282-283] 

Presqu’  Isle  29th  July  1760 
Sir, 

The  21st  Instant  I sent  a Party  to  reconoitre  the  Peninsula,  and  see 
whether  the  Detroit  Indians  were  gone.  They  returned  the  22d  early, 
and  reported  that  they  had  seen  no  Enemies,  and  had  found  Plenty  of 
grass  in  the  Peninsula  and  one  Canoe.  As  the  only  Whale  Boat  we 
had  then  fit  for  use  had  only  brought  over  Part  of  the  Detachment,  I 
ordered  a Serjeant  and  six  men  of  the  remainder  to  bring  that  Canoe 
with  them.  About  3 in  the  afternoon  two  of  those  men  returned  to  the 
Camp  and  reported  that  the  Canoe  being  too  leaky,  they  were  coming 
back  by  Land  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  20  french  and  Indians  near 
the  Neck  of  the  Peninsula.  I sent  immediately  a Party  of  100  to  the 
Place,  who  found  the  Serjeant  alive  wounded  by  seven  Buck-shot,  two 
of  our  men  killed  and  scalped,  and  two  supposed  to  have  been  taken. 

Lieutenant  Rudolph  Bentinck,  a personal  friend,  whom  Bouquet  asked  to  send  up 
some  wine. 

* The  draft  of  this  letter  is  in  B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  119. 
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This  is  the  same  party  that  had  assured  Mr.  Croghan’s  Messenger  that 
they  were  not  come  to  hurt  us.  If  I had  some  Whale  Boats  I would 
have  destroyed  their  Canoes  in  their  retreat  if  not  retaken  the  Prisoners. 
I hope  Mr.  Belitre®  will  one  day  have  this  visit  repaid. 

Being  obliged  to  send  our  Cattle  and  Horses  to  the  Peninsula  for 
want  of  grass  here,  I have  built  a Redout  upon  it,  opposite  the  Fort, 
and  a Pen  under  it  defended  by  a Lieut,  and  22  men,  and  secured  the 
neck  of  the  Isthmus  with  a strong  Block  house  for  a serjeant  and  12, 
as  it  is  very  dangerous  to  land  on  the  Western  shores,  where  the  sea 
runs  very  high.  I imagine  these  Posts  are  very  safe,  and  if  attacked 
by  a Superior  force,  w^e  shall  soon  have  a flatt  to  bring  the  men  and 
Cattle  over. 

An  Indian  appeared  two  days  ago  upon  the  Neck  who  perceiving  our 
Post  retreated  directly. 

There  is  no  Timber  here  fit  for  Whale  Boats,  they  must  be  built 
at  Niagara.  We  could  build  a Pilot  Boat  if  you  think  it  necessary,  and 
if  we  can  get  the  Rigging,  sails,  anchors  &c.  from  Pittsburgh  or  Niagara. 
In  that  Case  Capt.  Woodward  would  be  very  proper  to  reconnoitre  the 
Lake  and  even  Fort  Detroit. 

One  or  two  Pettereroes  or  Cohorns  with  a few  shells,  would  be  of 
service  here.  We  have  nothing  to  give  as  signal  of  alarm,  or  recall  our 
Working  Parties. 

We  want  spare  flints,  scythes,  and  Tobacco  for  the  Indians.  Inclosed 
is  a List  of  the  goods  left  us  by  Mr.  Croghan.  The  few  Indians  we 
had  have  left  us.  I expect  in  two  or  three  days  to  hear  from  Niagara, 
and  from  Capt.  Atlee,  whose  detachment  is  wanted  to  accelerate  the 
Works. 

We  have  now  a Granary  for  flour,  and  the  rest  of  the  Provisions  and 
stores  is  under  Cover  in  the  Fort.  The  Bags  will  be  sent  back  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

The  Working  Parties  being  much  scattered  in  the  Woods  I have 
allowed  Mr.  Basset  an  assistant  to  oversee  them.  I hope  you  will  ap- 
prove of  it. 

I am  with  great  Respect  Sir, 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  and 

Humble  Servant 
Henry  Bouquet 


" Picote  de  Bellestre,  the  French  commander  at  Fort  Detroit. 
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STEWART  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21645,  f.  179] 

Camp  at  Venango  August  10th  1760. 
Sir 

I arriv’d  here  yesterday  with  the  Batteaux  after  a tedious  Passage 
in  which  we  encounter’d  many  Difficulties,  Capt  McKenzie  arrived 
with  Bullocks,  Sheep  and  Pack  Horses  several  days^  before  me,  we 
have  24  Bullocks  and  29  Sheep  of  which  I send  you  by  Maj[o]r  Small- 
man  15  of  each  kind  16  Horse  Loads  of  Flower  4 Horses  Mr.  Dupleses® 
loads  with  Tools  &ca.  for  Mr  Bassett  and  Six  Horses  with  Stores  and 
Baggage  for  the  Officers  at  Presque  He  one  was  Sent  with  an  Express 
to  you  and  the  other  3 lost  before  I got  here.  Inclos’d  is  a return  of 
the  provisions  and  Stores  left  any  part  of  which  you’l  please  order  I 
shall  send  by  next  Convoy  which  will  be  immediately  sent  so  soon  as 
the  Horses  return,  the  General  told  me  that  the  same  number  of 
Virg[inian]s  would  return  with  the  Horses  as  goes  up  with  them  of 
Pensyl[vani]a,  of  the  Detachm[en]t  that  came  up  by  Water  no  less 
than  68  are  Lame  and  Sick  which  at  Present  greatly  deminishes  our 
small  Force;  I brought  up  9 Royal  Americans  of  Maj[o]r  Water’s® 
Command  which  Capt.  Mathers  desires  may  be  sent  on  to  the  Major 
but  as  only  2 of  them  are  able  to  March  I have  allowed  them  to  Stay 
till  next  Convoy 

I have  likewise  sent  you  3 Deserters  from  General  Gages  Reg[imen]t 
who  were  brought  in  here  by  the  Indians.  I hope  the  whole  will  get 
safe  to  hand.  I heartily  wish  you  every  thing  agreeable  and  am  w[i]th 
Respect 

Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  and  Most  H[um]ble  Serv[an]t 

Robert  Stewart^® 

PS  I send  you  by  Maj[o]r  Smallman  Several  Letters  w[hi]ch  I 
brought  from  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Duplesis  sends  Mr  Bassett  an  Acc[oun]t 
of  the  Tools  &ca.  that  remains  here,  we  have  5,900  Cartridges  here. 

’ Captain  Robert  Mackenzie  arrived  on  August  5,  by  the  trail. 

® Mr.  Duplessis,  engineer  at  Venango.  In  September,  he  went  to  reconnoiter  the 

surrounding  country,  and  was  never  seen  again. 

° Major  William  Walters,  at  Fort  Niagara. 

“ Major  Robert  Stewart  of  the  Virginia  Regiment. 
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BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON* 

[Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.,  4th  Series,  IX,  296-299] 

Presque  Isle  11th  August  1760 
Sir, 

An  Indian  sent  Express  from  Venango  by  Capt.  McKenzie  brought 
me  last  night  your  Letter  of  the  28th  ulto.  Major  Stewart  was  not 
arrived  the  8th  at  that  Post.  The  last  heavy  Rains  will  have  raised 
the  Waters  and  facilitate  his  Passage,  but  at  the  same  time  will  render 
the  Swamps  on  your  side  Le  Boeuf  very  deep  for  loaded  Horses. 

The  evident  necessity  of  reducing  our  allowance  gave  me  some  un- 
easiness, the  men  having  been  complaining  every  day  that  even  the  full 
Ration  did  not  feed  them  at  this  place  where  the  air  of  the  Lake  and 
hard  Labour  gives  them  a devouring  stomach.  I was  soon  relieved  by 
a Niagara  Whaleboat  with  the  General’s  Dispatches  for  you,  and  a letter 
from  Major  Walters  informing  me  that  he  had  orders  to  supply  us  with 
Pork  and  flour,  our  Parties  fetching  it  at  the  Landing  Place  in  the 
River. 

I sent  this  morning  your  Letters  by  that  Whaleboat  with  one  of  ours, 
and  one  Batteau,  and  required  the  Major  to  send  us  for  this  time  only 
a detachment  of  his  Garrison  with  Batteaux  loaded  with  Provisions, 
some  Ammunition  and  Pitch  and  Oakum  to  finish  the  Batteaux  we  have 
upon  the  stocks.  Our  demands  from  Niagara  shall  be  confined  to  the 
most  indispensable  things. 

The  men  being  obliged  to  unload  the  Provisions  every  night  to  haul 
the  Batteaux  upon  shore,  each  requires  at  least  ten  men,  which  is  more 
than  can  be  spared  from  our  Works  for  that  service.  I have  sent 
Horsey  our  Masters  shipwright  to  Niagara  to  see  himself  if  we  can  get 
there  the  necessary  Materials  to  build  at  Jonquiere’s  Landing  Place 
such  a decked  Vessell  as  you  mention,  which  he  is  of  opinion  would  do 
very  well  upon  this  Lake,  and  carry  about  fifteen  Tuns  or  ISO  Barrels 
being  33  feet  long.  And  as  said  Horsey  has  navigated  himself  a sloop, 
and  is  Intelligent,  he  has  orders  to  reconnoitre  what  Harbour  upon  this 
coast  would  be  sufficient  for  this  Vessell.  Ours  in  the  Peninsula  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  World,  landlocked,  and  sufficient  depth  of  water  for 
any  Vessell. 


* A draft  is  in  B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  126. 
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Major  Gladwyn  sent  me  a draught  of  the  Coast  but  no  Remarks,  or 
even  a Line  with  it.  As  it  is  upon  a large  scale  I cannot  send  it  by 
this  man,  nor  the  sketch  of  Niagara. 

I have  also  desired  Major  Walters  to  write  to  Oswego  for  such  ar- 
ticles as  will  be  necessary  for  our  Vessell,  and  are  not  at  his  place,  and 
to  supply  Horsey  with  Sawiers  and  Workmen,  till  we  can  send  some 
from  hence. 

We  have  hauled  in  about  one  half  of  our  heavy  Timber,  and  with  a 
little  time  hope  to  get  the  rest.  I have  not  observed  in  the  last  two 
Campaigns  the  men  so  unwilling  to  work,  but  one  way  or  other  they 
must  do  it. 

The  best  situation  for  the  small  Post  you  intend  at  Le  Boeuf  is  the 
spot  where  the  Fort  stood,  and  I think  no  time  should  be  lost  to  go 
about  it,  as  the  Frost  will  set  in  early  here,  and  Chimneys  would  be 
difficult  to  raise.  Some  reinforcement  of  Artificers  and  men  must  be 
sent  up  for  that  Work,  as  by  the  Computation  of  our  Master  Carpenter 
this  Post  cannot  be  completed  with  our  Hands,  before  the  beginning  of 
October. 

The  Virginians  will  be  exchanged  with  the  Escorts  from  Venango 
where  they  are  to  stay. 

The  Regulations  for  the  Pay  of  military  artificers  and  common  Lab- 
ourers has  taken  Place  Immediately.  Exact  accounts  will  be  kept,  and 
the  Returns  signed  by  the  Commanding  officers  and  the  Engineer. 

Major  Cladwyn  had  made  us  a little  garden  but  not  an  individual 
thing  has  grown  in  it,  the  seed  being  spoiled.  If  some  could  be  sent  up 
besides  Turnips,  they  might  yet  be  of  service  for  the  Winter. 

The  large  Flatt  to  transport  the  Cattle  to  and  from  the  Peninsula  is 
ready  for  corking.^^  A small  sailing  Boat  to  reconnoitre,  and  a Batteau 
for  Provisions  will  soon  be  built.  Two  of  our  Whale  Boats  are  unfit 
for  service  for  want  of  Pitch,  which  they  say  they  have  not  at  Niagara. 

By  good  Management  we  have  got  about  Six  Weeks  Bread,  and  seven 
Weeks  Meat  at  full  allowance  and  with  what  we  expect  from  Venango, 
and  in  a fortnight  from  Niagara,  we  will  have  time  to  wait  for  the  decked 
Thing,  which  would  at  once  put  an  End  to  our  Wants.  But  as  accidents 
and  dis-appointments  may  happen,  I presume  you  will  continue  your 
supply  till  we  have  a sufficient  store. 


Caulking. 
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We  have  not  one  of  our  Indians  here,  and  only  a very  large  family 
of  the  Lake  Indians,  whose  Language  Mr  McKee  does  not  under- 
stand. I wish  Mr  Croghan  could  send  him  an  Indian  to  assist  him  for 
an  Interpreter,  that  we  might  Harangue  that  way. 

The  logs  of  the  Causeway  to  Le  Bouef  are  troublesome  for  Horses, 
but  better  than  the  swamps  under  them.  It  would  be  a Work  above 
our  strength  to  Smooth  it.  We  will  do  what  we  can  to  it.  The  Horses 
we  sent  for  Nails  went  and  came  very  well. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  Humble  servant 

Henry  Bouquet 

P.  S.  Our  scouts  have  just  discovered  a new  Road  to  LeBouef  cut  by 
the  French,  much  better  than  the  others,  it  is  on  the  right  hand  in  com- 
ing here. 


BOUQUET  TO  GATES 
[Ma^s.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.,  4th  Series,  IX,  310-311] 

Presqu’  Isle  2d  September  1760. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  20th  was  delivered  me  the  31st  Aug[us]t  by  a 
Delaware  Indian.  Two  more  arrived  yesterday  with  a Convoy  of  35 
Horses  from  Venango.  They  all  three  will  go  back,  and  I have  heard 
nothing  of  those  six  Nations  Indians  you  mention  to  hunt  and  scout 
here.  I keep  some  Tawais  for  that  service,  tho’  I can  not  much  depend 
upon  them. 

The  last  storm  and  high  Flood  have  carried  away  the  Block  House 
we  had  on  the  neck  of  the  Peninsula,  which  was  a very  advantageous 
Post. 

Please  to  inform  the  General  that  the  25th  ulto.  the  four  Battos  re- 
turned from  Niagara  with  Twelve  Barrels  flour  (all  that  could  be 
spared  at  that  time)  and  some  Pork. 
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As  to  naval  stores  we  have  been  entirely  disappointed,  Major  Walters 
writing  that  they  have  nothing  at  all  at  Niagara. 

Horsey  is  therefore  returned  having  found  a more  convenient  Place 
for  building  Vessells  at  the  Landing  near  Jonquieres,  with  abundance 
of  the  Timber. 

In  the  expectation  that  the  Niagara  sloop  might  bring  back  perhaps 
some  stores  from  Oswego,  I have  sent  Copys  of  the  two  Inclosed  Lists 
to  Major  Walters,  that  we  might  at  least  be  able  to  fit  out  the  Flatt 
built  here,  which  being  a long  and  stout  sea  Boat  could  easily  be  rigged 
so  as  to  go  to  Niagara  and  would  carry  hundred  Barrels. 

They  have  no  more  Batteaux  to  spare  and  our  Whale  Boats  being 
very  slightly  built  are  already  broken  to  Pieces,  for  want  of  necessarys 
to  repair  them  in  Time. 

Our  sailing  boat  is  ready,  and  I keep  her  here  to  take  the  General’s 
Letters,  having  dispatched  this  morning  the  four  Batteaux  back  with 
40  of  our  Men,  and  also  relieved  by  Virginians  the  Pensilvania  Escort 
from  Venango. 

The  Creeks  along  the  Coast  are  only  fit  to  receive  Batteaux  but  there 
are  many  deep  Bays  where  a sloop  might  be  secured  with  good  Cables 
and  Anchors. 

I am  afraid  it  will  now  be  too  late,  tho’  it  might  serve  for  next 
year.  But  you  could  send  to  Venango  and  afterward  by  Beef  River 
some  Canoes  and  Rigging  as  I see  little  dependency  from  Niagara. 

Having  had  24  days  of  Rain,  we  have  only  raised  the  first  story  of 
the  Block  house.  The  Horses  have  almost  given  out,  and  the  Timber 
is  brought  in  with  great  difficulty,  all  the  soil  round  us  being  now  a 
marsh.  I hope  tho’  to  see  it  finished  in  the  beginning  of  October. 

We  have  had  three  more  deserters  from  the  Pensilv[ani]a  two  were 
brought  in  yesterday  from  Pittsburgh,  but  without  any  directions  from 
the  General.  The  three  of  the  light  Infantry  who  delivered  themselves 
up  to  the  Indians  have  been  forwarded  to  Niagara. 

My  Respects  to  the  General. 

I am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  H[um]ble  Servant 


H.  Bouquet 
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MAJOR  SMALLMAN  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21645,  f.  217] 


Labeuf  29th  September  1760. 
Sir, 

Two  Miles  up  this  Creek  Mr.  Houssegar  and  I Discovered  Twenty 
Seven  New  Battoes  they  w'ere  set  fire  to  by  the  French  but  not  with- 
standing a Good  many  can  be  very  soon  fitted  up  for  immediate  use. 

There  is  likewise  Several  Thousand  Foot  of  Saw’d  Plank  not 
Dammaged  of  2 Inch,  and  Downwards,  and  a Good  Quantity  of  Nails. 
There  Tools  I am  apt  to  think  lies  Buried  some  where  there  abouts 
Tis  a very  Commodious  place  for  making  Battoes  and  as  for  Timber 
there  is  Scarce  any  to  Equal  it. 

Mr.  Houssegar  Desires  I would  acquaint  you  that  everything  is  in 
readiness  for  the  House. 

I am 
Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed[ien]t  Humble  Serv[an]t 

Tho[ma]s  Smallman 


STEWART  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21645,  f.  240] 

Camp  at  Venango  October  23d  1760 
Sir 

I herewith  send  32  Bullocks  for  the  upper  Posts [ ;]  on  the  17th  Inst, 
a Convoy  of  19  Horses  with  Flower  and  all  the  Stores  that  was  here 
(except  the  Barr  Iron  which  will  be  sent  to  Le  Boeuf  by  Water)  set 
out  from  hence  Escorted  by  1 Sub[altern]  1 Serj[ean]t  1 Drum[mer] 
and  24  Rank  and  File[.]  Major  Rogers^-  tells  me  I’m  likewise  to  send 
an  Escort  with  some  Ship  Carpenters  expected  here  to  morrow  on  their 
way  to  Presqu  Isle  all  these  Parties  greatly  obstructs  the  works  here 

“Major  Robert  Rogers,  Commander  of  the  Rangers,  was  leading  the  expedition  to 
take  Detroit.  He  arrived  at  Presque  Isle  October  8,  1760;  from  there  travelled 
to  Pittsburgh  to  confer  with  General  Monckton ; and  returned  to  Presque  Isle 
on  Ocober  30th.  The  expedition  left  Presque  Isle  on  November  4,  1760. 
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which  by  various  means  have  been  vastly  retarded  and  will  make  it  very 
late  before  they  can  be  finished  tho  the  rigurous  Season  is  already  set  in, 
but  as  I hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  soon  at  this  place  you 
will  see  how  much  more  we  had  to  do  than  could  well  been  apprehended, 
we  are  in  great  want  of  Sawyers  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Bearer 
Major  Rogers  for  the  occurances  at  Pittsburgh  and  am  with  great 
deference 

Sir 


Your  most  Obed[ien]t  and 

Most  h[um]ble  Serv[an]t 


NB 


Robert  Stewart 


as  I shall  have  a constant  Succession  of  Escorts  to  furnish  and  as  I 
immagine  there  is  now  little  Danger  I will  be  much  obliged  by  Your 
letting  me  know  how  few  Men  I may  send  with  each  Convoy 


STEWART  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21645,  f.  256] 

Camp  at  Venango  10th  Novem[ber]  1760 
Sir 

On  the  Evening  of  the  7th  I had  the  pleasure  of  being  favour’d 
w[i]t[h]  yours  of  the  3th[ !]  and  4th  Inst.  Lt.  Hamback  set  out  from 
hence  early  in  the  morn  [in]  g of  the  8th  in  a light  Canoe  and  I’m  per- 
swaded  got  to  Pittsb[urgh]  last  night. 

I herew'ith  send  41  Horses  loaded  with  4275  lb  of  Flour  I could  not 
possibly  get  any  more  horses  and  as  many  of  them  I now  send  are  much 
infeebled  by  hard  Service  was  oblig’d  to  put  small  Loads  upon  them. 

Tomorrow  night  I expect  Lt  Gist  from  Presque  Isle  w[i]t[h]  the 
horses  that  went  last  up  and  will  after  giving  them  one  days  rest  send 
them  back  w[i]t[h]  more  flour,  I have  not  nor  will  not  suffer  a horse 
to  go  downwards  till  a sufficient  Stock  is  laid  in  at  the  upper  Posts, 
which  I fear  will  be  difficult  to  effect  as  the  horses  on  this  Communica- 
tion are  in  miserable  order  and  the  Roads  become  very  deep,  I have 
therefore  wrote  for  The  Generals  Permission  to  send  the  next  Battaux 
that  comes  here  up  French  Creek,  which  would  vastly  accelerate  and 
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faciletate  that  essential  Service,  the  only  Batteau  we  have  here,  is  ex- 
cessively leaky  nor  have  we  have[!]  but  an  oz.  of  Tarr  of  Oakum  to 
repair  her,  else  would  with  great  pleasure  have  sent  her  to  Le  Boeuf, 
but  as  your  own  Boat  set  out  from  hence  the  1st  Inst  [an]  t and  must 
’ere  now  be  at  that  Post  I hope  it  will  prove  no  disappointment  to  You 
I did  not  detain  a Pensylvanian  one  moment  here  and  even  sent 
down  some  Virgin [ian]s.  There  is  not  a Nail  come  up  here  for  you 
nor  this  Post,  Tho’  the  Shingles  &ca  for  finishing  the  Block  House  have 
been  ready  these  12  Days[.]  I did  myself  the  pleasure  to  present  Your 
Compl[im]ents  to  the  gent[lemen]  here  who  unite  with  me  in  our 
Respectfull  Comp[limen]ts  and  best  wishes  for  your  Health  and  wel- 
fare 

I am  With  Great  Respect 
Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  and  most  H[um]ble  Serv[an]t 

Robert  Stewart 

Pray  forgive  want  of  Paper  I have  not  a Sheet  in  the  world 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CAPTAIN  BUCKNER^^ 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21657,  f.  12] 

Gen[eral]  Orders  Fort  Pitt  the  1st  Decem[be]r  1760 

Sir 

You  are  to  March  to  Morrow  for  Venango,  with  a Serjeant  and  ten 
Soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Regiment,  taking  charge  of  twenty  Bullocks, 
Ordered  for  that  Post  with  a Drover  to  assist  in  Driving  them. 

As  you  are  to  Command  this  Winter  at  Venango  you  will  Receive 
Your  Instructions  from  Major  Steward.  You  are  to  send  your  Returns 
of  Men,  Provisions,  and  Stores  to  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Fort  Pitt, 
with  whom  you  will  Correspond,  and  inform  him  from  time  to  time  of 
the  State  of  your  Garrison. 

You  will  Keep  a good  Intelligence  with  the  Indians  and  purchase  as 
much  meat  from  them  as  you  Can,  at  the  Rate  fixed  by  the  General ; 
the  Price  will  be  paid  here  upon  your  Receipts.  I Send  this  Day  Eight 


” Captain  Mordecai  Buckner  of  the  Virginia  Regiment. 
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Battoes,  Loaded  with  Salted  Beef  for  your  Post,  with  some  Wiskey, 
for  the  use  of  your  Small  Parties,  And  the  Bullocks  are  to  Proceed  [to] 
LeBoeuf  and  Presque  Isle  in  Such  proportion  for  each  of  those  Posts 
as  Major  Steward  will  Direct.  As  Soon  as  the  Hogs  intended  for  the 
Supply  of  this  Place  come  up,  a proportion  of  them  Shall  be  sent  to 
Venango  and  the  Uper  Posts. 

If  during  the  Winter  you  would  agree  with  the  Indians  to  Carry 
Flower  upon  their  Horses  to  the  Uper  Posts ; I beg  you  will  do  it : 
and  without  waiting  for  any  further  Orders.  As  soon  as  French 
Creek  is  Navigable  in  the  Spring  you  will  send  to  LeBoeuf  some  Battoes 
with  Provisions,  for  which  Service  you  are  to  keep  four  Battoes  at 
Venango  gitting  them  bawled  up  and  well  [Secured]  during  the  Winter. 
I Wish  you  Success  in  that  Command,  and  am  Sir  Your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant 

[not  signed.] 

All  Other  Battoes  and  Battoes  men,  are  to  Return  to  Fort  Pitt  when 
Major  Steward  has  done  with  them. 


STEWART  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21645,  f.  315] 

Venango  December  20th  1760 
Sir 

On  the  17th  Inst.  I by  Capt.  Miles^^  transmitted  you  Returns  of  the 
Provisions  at  the  upper  Posts  and  this  place.  On  the  18th  at  night  I 
received  an  Express  from  Capt.  Stephens  informing  me  that  he  had 
with  great  difficulty  got  the  Batteaux  within  5 Miles  of  Custologos 
Town  where  he  was  sloped  by  Ice  and  the  rapidity  of  the  Current 
and  that  he  was  afraid  the  Creek  would  be  stoped  up : Tho  I was  firmly 
perswaded  that  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  order  the  Batteaux 
back  to  this  place  as  we  cannot  at  this  Season  hope  for  any  Weather 
except  Rain  yt  [that]  will  open  the  Creek  and  that  any  Rain  that  would 

“ Captain  Miles  of  the  Pennsylvanians  had  commanded  at  Presque  Isle  after 
Bouquet’s  departure.  He  was  relieved,  December  12,  by  Lieutenant  Dangerfield 
of  the  Virginians.  Ensign  John  Christie  of  the  Royal  Americans  replaced 
Dangerfield  about  a week  later. 
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destroy  the  Ice  would  disolve  the  Snow  which  must  Swell  the  Creek 
so  as  to  render  its  Navigation  impracticable  and  whenever  that  happens 
it  will  very  probably  be  again  Frose  up  yet  as  I had  no  orders  how  to 
Act  under  these  Circumstances  I thought  it  prudent  to  consult  the  few 
Officers  here  and  Inclose  you  a minute  of  our  Opinion  thereon  which  I 
hope  will  meet  with  Your  approbation  for  the  reasons  therein  con- 
tain’d, But  as  the  Exigency  of  the  Service  would  not  permit  waiting 
for  your  orders  I did  what  I thought  was  for  the  best  and  sent  Orders 
to  Capt.  Stephens  to  bring  the  Batteaux  back  to  this  place  which  I wish 
he  may  be  able  to  do. 

As  its  now  impossible  to  forward  anything  to  Le  Boeuf  by  Water 
and  tho  their  appears  no  prospects  of  procuring  any  Horses  from  the 
Indians  our  incessant  endeavours  being  Constantly  frustrated  by  their 
obstinacy  yet  that  no  Expedient  might  remain  unessay’d  I have  sent  Mr. 
Hutchins  the  Indian  Agent  to  their  Towns  with  Instructions  to  offer 
high  rewards  for  Carrying  Provisions  and  Stores  from  hence  upwards 
but  I have  little  reason  to  hope  for  his  success  nor  can  I conceive  their 
is  now  any  other  alternative  left  than  diminishing  these  Garrisons 
(agreeable  to  what  you  thought  off  when  here)  or  trusting  to  what  is 
very  improbable  and  at  best  precarious  vizt  more  favourable  Weather 
however  I sincerely  wish  I may  be  mistaken. 

Last  night  the  Barge  and  the  2d  Division  of  the  Batteaux  arrivd 
Inclosed  is  an  exact  Return  of  what  they  brought  up  which  youll  observe 
there  is  a Deficiency  of  Provisions  and  Whiskey.  . . [manuscript 
illegible] 

The  Royal  American  Serjt.  (who  seems  to  be  a Carefull  Man)  says 
the  Provisions  was  Servd  out  to  the  Party  to  Complete  them  till  this 
day  and  that  he  has  reason  to  suspect  one  Man  for  embazling  the 
Whiskey  which  is  not  only  deficient  in  Quantity  but  so  bad  in  Quality 
that  it  must  be  adulterated  there  was  likewise  3)^  Gallons  that  belonged 
to  Capt.  Buckners  Party  Stole,  there  is  a Pair  of  Hinges  wanting  and 
none  came  up  Large  enough  for  the  Gate.  What  Nails  were  here  when 
Mr.  Bassett  went  down  have  been  us’d  in  laying  some  of  the  Floors, 
making  Sentry  Boxes  and  mending  the  Barrells  in  which  we  packed  the 
Beeff  and  as  the  want  of  Doors  In  this  Severe  weather  is  extreemly 
disagreeable  I beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  us  a few  Nails  to  put 
them  up  and  could  a little  Pitch,  Oakum  and  Chaulking  Iron  be  sent 
up  to  stop  some  Leaks  in  the  Batteaux  it  would  be  of  great  Service, 
We  have  here  no  light  but  the  little  that  comes  thro  the  Loop  holes 
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which  at  the  same  Conveys  to  us  a cold  piercing  wind ; would  there- 
fore be  extremely  glad  to  receive  your  liberty  for  making  a small 
Window  in  each  of  the  Officers,  Barracks  which  could  not  affect  the 
Defence  of  the  House. 

As  its  now  most  certain  that  your  orders  relative  to  the  upper  posts, 
cannot  be  executed  before  the  Spring  and  consequently  that  I must 
remain  here  all  the  Winter  under  very  disagreeable  Circumstances^®  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  You  that  my  disappointment  in  not  going  down,  or 
having  time  to  provide  for  the  Winter  at  a place  where  nothing  can  be 
procurd  will  not  in  the  smallest  Degree  abate  my  endeavours  to  Execute 
your  Orders,  On  the  Contrary  could  the  ardency  of  my  desires  to  pro- 
mote the  good  of  the  Service  in  which  I have  the  Honour  to  be  receive 
any  Addition  it  would  be  to  shew  by  this  Trial  how  much  I prefer  its 
interest  to  any  Private  Views  and  you  may  assuredly  depend  that  my 
best  endeavours  will  be  constantly  exerted  in  pursuing  every  probable 
measure  of  supplying  the  upper  Posts  and  on  punctually  executing 
every  part  of  the  Orders  I have  or  may  Receive. 

The  Party  that  Marchd  from  hence  the  9th  Inst,  with  Bullocks  for 
the  upper  Posts  are  Just  returnd  and  are  all  but  3 Frost  Bitten  two  of 
the  Party  were  left  ill  on  the  Road  20  Miles  on  this  side  of  Le  Beeuf 
but,  as  they  must  ere  now  be  got  back  to  that  post  or  Dead  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  send  in  quest  of  them  one  of  the  Bullocks  Died  the  3d  day  after 
they  left  this,  another  lay  down  5 Miles  on  this  side  Le  Boeuf  which 
was  killed  and  got  in  there,  I hope  there  are  Hogs  coming  up,  for  as 
every  thing  is  now  immur’d  in  frost  and  Snow  Bullocks  cannot  be 
drove  any  great  distance  without  Suffering  so  much  as  to  render  them 
unfit  to  Eat,  I am 

with  Great  Esteem  and  Respect 
Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  and  Most  h[um]ble  Serv[an]t. 
p g Robert  Stewart 

Since  writing  the  above  a Man  Detached  from  the  Party  Escorting 
the  Bullocks  brought  me  your  Favour  of  the  11th  and  as  the  Bullocks 
must  be  here  this  afternoon  I will  send  them  off  for  the  upper  Posts 
early  to  morrow  under  the  Escort  of  a party  from  this  Garrison  by 

“ The  next  day  a letter  from  Bouquet  arrived,  giving  him  permission  to  leave  Cap- 
tain Buckner  in  command.  He  left  for  Fort  Pitt,  December  23,  1760. 
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which  I will  transmitt  your  orders  relative  to  Returns  &ca  to  the  officers 
Commanding  at  these  Posts  and  in  every  Particular  (That  the  Weather 
will  Permit)  literally  follow  the  other  Orders  therein  Contain’d,  as  we 
may  have  occasion  to  send  frequent  Parties  upwards  in  the  Course  of 
the  Winter  and  that  every  Party  will  expect  the  same  Reward,  [as] 
the  Party  which  Marches  with  the  Bullocks  to  morrow  is  to  receive  I 
only  offered  50/  [shillings]  to  any  Corporal  and  9 that  would  volun- 
tarily go  which  was  readily  accepted  off 

I fear  that  Mr.  Pollock  will  not  get  up  by  Water  with  the  Indian 
Money,  however  they  now  seem  to  place  some  dependance  on  our 
Promises  for  no  less  than  one  Thousand  Weight  of  Venison  was  brought 
in  this  afternoon. 

My  troubling  you  about  my  going  down  the  Country  proceeded  from 
a Paragraph  in  a Letter  Major  Gates  wrote  me  from  Legonier  the  29th 
of  Octob[e]r  but  as  the  General  has  mention’d  nothing  about  it  I would 
not  have  thought  of  applying  for  Liberty  to  go  down  even  was  I at 
Pittsburgh,  I therefore  hope  youll  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  the  Trouble 
I have  given  you  about  what  I never  would  have  mentioned  had  I not 
receiv’d,  that  letter. 

RS 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  FORT  PITT  AND  POSTS  DEPENDING 

[Map  Division,  P.  A.  C.] 

[Philadelphia,  Dec.  24,  1760.] 

Present  State  of  Fort  Pitt  and  Posts  depending — 

The  revetment  is  thirteen  Feet  and  four  Inches  and  a half  high  and 
properly  secured,  round  the  two  Land  Fronts  and  left  Face  of  the  left 
Bastion,  with  the  Draw  Bridge  fixed  and  in  order.  The  Parapet  of 
those  Fronts  altho’  not  sodded  is  in  a defensible  State  with  its  Banquet, 
and  the  three  Bastions  full. 

From  the  Point  of  the  Monongehela  Bastion  round  that  Curtain  and 
the  next  Bastion,  to  the  Sally  Port  towards  the  Neck  The  outside  Slopes 
are  securely  and  well  sodded  and  the  Banquet  in  order  and  the  Bastion 
full.  The  Casemate  under  the  Curtain  180  Foot  by  20  covered  with  2 
Feet  of  Earth  and  the  Sally  Port  and  Passage  fixed. 

From  this  Passage  round  the  Cavalier  or  low  Bastion,  the  outside 
Slope  is  sodded  to  the  Height  of  10  Ft.  and  along  the  Ohio  Curtain  and 
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left  Flank  of  the  left  Bastion  as  far  as  the  Revetment,  The  sodding  is 
carried  20  Ft.  high. 

The  Rampart  of  the  Ohio  Curtain,  under  which  is  a Magazin  for 
Provisions  180  Ft.  long  and  twenty  wide  is  within  Ft.  of  its  Height, 
and  the  low  Bastion  about  half  full. 

The  Excavations  of  the  Ditch  before  the  Land  Fronts,  which  serve 
to  form  the  Glacis  is  carrying  on,  and  the  Retrenchment  extending  to 
the  Ohio,  is  in  a defensible  State  with  its  Banquet,  and  Bridge  across 
the  Ditch. 

The  Two  long  Barracks  behind  the  Ohio  and  Town  Curtains  of  180 
Feet  by  20  each  are  compleated  and  brick  Paned,  and  their  Floors 
entirely  relaid  and  groved  also  their  Gallerys. 

The  two  100  Feet  Barracks  for  officers  behind  The  Gate  and 
Monongehela  Curtains,  except  three  Rooms  which  could  not  be  done 
on  Account  of  the  Stores  in  them,  were  plaistered  and  the  Floors  relaid 
with  a Closet  in  each  Room,  and  other  Accommodations  for  the  Officers. 

The  last  160  Ft.  Barrack  is  shingled  and  weather  Boarded,  with  a 
Chimney  that  serves  four  Rooms,  that  are  floored  and  in  order  for 
Kitchens. 

The  seven  Carpenters  left  there  are  at  work  in  flooring  and  window- 
ing the  Rem[ainde]r  of  this  Barracks,  compleating  the  Stair  Case  and 
other  Furniture  of  the  Commandants  House;  fitting  the  squared  Log 
House  on  the  Left  of  the  Gate  designed  for  a Flour  in  Bulk  Store,  and 
finishing  what  remains  to  be  fixed  of  the  Bridge  across  the  great  Ditch. 

At  Wenango  is  a Blockhouse  of  40  Ft.  Square  and  16  high  a Ditch 
round  it  20  Ft.  wide,  a small  covered  way  and  a Glacis  with  Barriers 
and  a Bridge  across  the  Ditch  and  the  Pallisades  ready  cut  for  the 
Bottom  of  the  Ditch. 

At  Presquisle  is  a Blockhouse  56  Ft.  square  and  16  high  in  which 
are  8 large  Rooms  with  Chimneys,  besides  four  Rooms  for  Officers  in 
the  Bastions  that  cover  the  Angles,  and  into  which  is  a passage  from 
the  Body  of  the  House.  These  Bastions  are  one  Story  high  and  afford 
a very  good  Defence  both  to  the  Body  of  the  House  and  different  Fires 
at  a Distance  round  the  Blockhouse  is  a Retrenchment,  with  four 
Bastions  fraised. 

At  Le  Boeuf  are  two  squared  Log  Houses  who  Flank  each  other  and 
where  there  is  Barrack  Room  for  30  Men. 

Harry  Gordon 

Philadelphia  24th  Dec[embe]r  1760 
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SERVICE  in  the  lonely  wilderness  posts  was  not  an  easy  and  un- 
eventful existence.  The  problems  in  dealing  with  the  Indians 
required  constant  vigilance  and  great  patience.  There  was  always  work 
to  be  done,  woodcutting,  gardening,  boatbuilding,  or  making  small  im- 
provements and  repairs  to  buildings.  Besides  these  tasks  of  house- 
keeping and  of  maintaining  friendly  relations  with  their  Indian 
neighbors,  there  was  also  the  task  of  supplying  these  isolated  posts,  as 
well  as  transmitting  supplies  to  garrisons  farther  west.  Provisions 
must  be  moved  over  wretched  roads,  or  moved  by  boat  along  Lake  Erie 
and  French  Creek.  Some  venison  was  brought  in  by  friendly  Indians, 
but  this  was  at  best  an  uncertain  source  of  supply. 

Changes  in  commanders  and  garrisons  broke  the  monotony,  even  in 
midwinter.  In  January,  1761,  Colonel  Bouquet  sent  two  Royal  Ameri- 
can detachments  from  Fort  Pitt  to  replace  the  provincial  troops  at  Forts 
Venango  and  Le  Boeuf.  The  lot  of  the  returning  Virginians,  frost- 
bitten, badly  in  need  of  shoes,  and  forced  to  wade  the  icy  creeks,  is  not 
to  be  envied.  In  March,  Captain  Mather,  the  new  commander  at 
Venango,  became  ill,  and  was  replaced  by  Lieutenant  Baillie.  Another 
change  brought  Captain  Cochrane  to  Presque  Isle  in  May  to  replace 
Ensign  Christie,  while  Lieutenant  Carre  became  commander  at 
Venango.  In  September,  illness  compelled  Cochrane  to  ask  for  leave. 
Lieutenant  Guy  was  temporarily  transferred  to  Presque  Isle  from  Le 
Boeuf,  and  Cochrane’s  second  officer,  Lieutenant  Dow,  went  to  the 
smaller  post.  The  arrival  of  Captain  Schlosser  at  Presque  Isle  in 
October  enabled  these  two  officers  to  return  to  their  original  stations. 
These  frequent  changes  in  commanders  suggest  the  hardships  of  this 
service,  which  must  have  been  doubly  hard  for  the  common  soldiers. 

Late  in  May,  the  Indians  began  to  make  some  trouble.  Shots  were 
exchanged  between  a band  of  Iroquois  and  the  Le  Boeuf  garrison,  in  a 
quarrel  over  some  stolen  horses.  Lieutenant  Guy’s  restraint  and  tact 
were  successful  in  smoothing  matters  over,  but  it  was  a revealing  sign 
of  the  growing  Indian  discontent.  This  was  shown  on  a larger  scale 
by  Captain  Campbell’s  report  of  a general  Indian  conspiracy,  of  which 
he  heard  rumors  at  Detroit.  This  caused  all  the  commanders  to  take 
precautions.  Perhaps  this  false  alarm  of  1761  led  the  English  to  pay 
less  heed  to  the  rumors  of  the  real  uprising  of  1763. 

Indian  hostility,  however,  was  then  limited  to  petty  acts  of  highway 
robbery.  Lieutenant  Guy  on  the  way  from  Le  Boeuf  to  Presque  Isle 
was  held  up  and  robbed  of  two  horses.  Powder  horn  and  bullets  were 
taken  from  a soldier  out  hunting.  Two  kegs  of  rum  and  some  sugar 
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enroute  to  Le  Boeuf  were  taken  by  Custaloga’s  people,  but  Custaloga 
later  apologized  for  it,  and  offered  to  pay  for  the  damage.  Measures 
were  taken  to  lessen  Indian  dissatisfaction.  Bouquet  issued  a proclama- 
tion forbidding  hunting  or  settlement  without  permit  west  of  the 
Alleghenies.  The  soldiers  were  forbidden  to  mistreat  the  Indians.  But 
the  bitter  feeling  of  the  Indians  that  intruders  were  in  their  land,  that 
“presents”  were  far  less  abundant,  and  that  white  men  were  killing  their 
game,  was  not  greatly  softened.  The  outbreak  was  only  postponed. 


BOUQUET  TO  MATHER 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  17] 


Fort  Pitt  16th  Jan[ua]ry  1761 

Sir, 

You  are  to  take  the  Command  of  the  two  Detatchments  of  the  R.  A. 
R[egimen]t  Ordered  to  relieve  the  Garrison  of  Venango  and  Le  Bouef, 
and  march  them  to  Morrow  Morning : as  Soon  as  Possible  After  you 
have  Relievd  Captain  Buckner  at  Venango,  he  is  to  march  down  his 
Detachment,  to  save  the  Provissions  at  that  Post.  You  will  order  Lieut. 
Guy  to  Procede  w[i]t[h]  out  delay  to  Fort  Le  Bouef  to  Relieve  the 
Virg[ini]a  Detatchment  at  that  Post^ — -All  the  Horses  order’d  for 
Carriage  of  your  Baggage,  and  stores,  are  to  Proceed  to  Fort  Le  Bouf 
loaded  w[i]t[h]  flower  and  Salt  from  Venango,  under  the  Escort  of 
Lieut.  Guy’s  Detachment ; with  a sufficient  quantity  of  Forrage  for 
going  and  Returning. 

When  they  return  to  Venango,  they  are  to  bring  down  the  Bagage  of 
the  Officers  you  Relieve  and  what  sick  should  not  be  Able  to  walk — 
You  will  please  to  give  your  orders  that  the  Greatest  Care  be  taken  of 
those  Horses,  and  that  the  Forrage  be  properly  Distributed.  You  will 
Receive  from  C[ap]t[ain]  Buckner  all  the  Blankets  sent  to  Venango 
for  the  use  of  the  Garrison,  not  Suffering  them  to  be  changed,  and  give 
one  or  Two  to  Each  of  your  men  to  Cover  Themselves  at  Night.  You 
will  take  all  opportunity’s  to  foreward  Provissions  by  Land  and  Water 


‘ Ensign  Philip  Love  was  the  commander  whom  Guy  was  to  replace  at  Le  Boeuf. 
Early  in  December,  a Pennsylvania  detachment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Zwing- 
lius,  or  Zwenley,  had  been  relieved  by  the  Virginians  under  Ensign  Love. 
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to  Le  Bouf.  And  I give  you  £100  one  hundred  Pounds  Pennsylva[ni]a 
Money  to  Pay  the  Indians  for  what  meat  they  Bring,  or  have  already 
deliver’d,  in  the  Kings  Stores,  which  is  to  be  Issued  to  your  Garrison 
as  Rations  to  Save  your  Beef,  and  if  You  find  it  necessary,  to  give 
them  a higher  Price  than  2d...  you  are  Authorized  to  do  It  Keeping 
Regular  Accounts  thereof,  As  well  as  the  Monies,  you  may  pay  for  hire 
of  Horses  to  Carry  Provisions  to  the  Upper  Posts. — You  will  Cause  an 
actual  survey  to  be  taken  of  the  Stores,  Provision  and  Ammunition, 
which  will  be  delivered  to  you  at  Venango,  and  give  receipts  for  the 
same  to  Capt.  Buckner.  Transmiting  me  the  Returns,  dated  the  24th 
of  Each  Month  by  the  first  Opportunity  you  may  have,  w[i]t[h]  out 
sending  an  Express  for  it,  unless  something  Material  should  occur. 
Capt.  Buckner  will  leave  w[i]t[h]  You  the  Instructions  he  had  from  me 
as  well  as  those  I desired  Major  Stewart  to  give  him,  which  may  be  of 
use  to  you,  as  to  the  Method  of  forewarding  Provisions  to  LeBouf  and 
the  Management  of  Indians — I must  Recommend  to  you  to  keep  your 
men  in  Exercise  to  prevent  bad  Effects  of  the  Scurvy. 

The  Posts  at  Le  Bouf,  and  Presque  Isle,  are  to  Transmitt  to  you 
every  Month,  their  Returns,  also  Dated  the  24th  But  are  not  to  send 
Expresses  unless  they  have  something  else  to  Communicate  to  you. 
I wish  you  an  Agreeable  Command  and  am  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

H.  Bouquet 


P.  S.  The  full  Ration  is  nine  pounds  Bread  and  eight  pounds  Beef 
per  Week,  or  in  Lieu  of  Beef  five  Pounds  of  Pork  p[er]  Week — And  if 
you  are  Oblig’d  to  Issue  flour  in  lieu  of  Bread  then  seven  Pounds  of 
flour  are  the  full  Rations  for  a Week,  being  equal  Nine  pounds  of  Bread 
— When  the  Horses  Return  from  Le  Bouf  If  they  are  Able  to  Make 
another  Trip,  you  will  please  to  send  back  to  that  Post  all  those  that 
shall  not  be  wanted  to  bring  down  the  Baggage  of  the  Virginia 
Off[ice]rs  and  As  Sleighs  might  be  of  Service  to  Carry  Provisions  to 
Le  Bouf  you  will  inform  your  self  if  it  is  practable  and  get  some  Made 
either  for  Man  or  Horses. 


H.  Bouquet 
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MATHER-  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  49] 

Venango  Eebr[uary]  the  13th  1761 

D[ea]r  Sir 

The  party  of  Virginians  from  Le  Beuf  Arrivd  here  just  now,  in  a 
most  Distressd  Condition  for  want  of  Shoes  and  the  most  of  Them 
frost  bitten:  However  shall  (if  possible)  send  Them  from  hence  to 
Morrow  the  Weather  being  very  moderate  and  Waters  low,  but  not- 
withstanding that,  Mr.  Love  tells  Me,  the  Creek  above  was  so  frozen 
as  for  All  His  party  to  March  over,  on  the  Ice,  so  that  ’twill  be  some 
time  ere  Battoos  can  go  from  hence.  They  are  now  turnd  Bottom  up- 
wards to  be  Corkd,  that  I may  let  slip  no  Opportunity,  to  foreward 
them  to  Le  Beuf.  I find  Salt  is  wanted,  by  Mr.  Love’s  Account,  But 
if  Mr.  Guy  watches  the  Meat  narrowly,  am  in  hopes  the  Salt  sent  up 
will  be  sufficient  to  preserve  it. 

It  seems  Capt  Buckner  disagreed  with  Hickman  The  Indian  My 
Sheet  Anchor  so  that  I’m  afraid  I shall  have  little  good  of  Him.  I sent 
for  Him  the  other  Day  to  beg  if  I cod  get  him  to  take  a Trip  with  some 
of  His  Horses,  but  have  as  yet  got  no  answer.  Only  your  Horses  re- 
main of  Them  I brought  out  with  me,  The  Rest  failing  but  the  Flour 
and  Salt  arrivd  safe. 

The  Indians  bring  in  great  Quantity  of  Venison,  excellent  Eating  with 
a Little  Bears  Grace  [grease].  But  as  to  Liquor  if  the  Keggs  dont  ar- 
rive soon.  We  shall  be  Pinchd.  Baillie  and  I keep  a sharp  Look  out. 

Inclosd  You  have  the  Returns  from  Le  Beuf,  and  a L[etter]  from 
Ens[ign]  Christie  I fancy  with  the  Presqu’sle  Returns  inclosd,  to  the 
24th  Jan.  which  I shod  have  sent  before  had  an  Opportunity  offered; 
Corp[oral]  Swiney  of  the  Virginians  was  certainly  killd  by  the  Indians 
He  had  a Rifld  Piece  of  Mr.  Loves  which  He  tells  Me  he  found  upon 
One  of  the  Mingos  who  he  met  in  the  Woods,  but  did  not  attempt  taken 
it  from  Him  as  there  was  sev[era]l  Indians  along  with  Him. 

sj?  ^ ^ 


’ Captain  Richard  Mather  and  his  Royal  Americans  reached  Venango  late  in  Janu- 
ary. In  March,  he  became  ill  and  returned  to  Fort  Pitt  leaving  Lieutenant 
Baillie  in  command. 
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This  Air  creates  us  Voracious  Stomachs,  no  bad  Sauce  Baillie  fre- 
quently goes  out  a Shooting,  but  has  done  no  Execution  as'  yet.  He 
joyns  with  me  in  Compli[men]ts  to  All  Friends.  We  long  to  hear  how 
the  Welchers  and  you  go  on  and  shod  not  be  sorry  to  shake  some  of 
them  by  the  Hand  at  this  post.  Having  No  Carpenter  here,  tis  impos- 
sible to  make  the  Frames  for  Windows;  Cod  not  a Sliding  Frame  be 
made  at  Fort  Pitt?  Mr.  Bassett  knows  the  Size  of  the  pains  of  Glass 
sent  up. 

I have  given  the  Horse  Drivers  2 £ 10  S.  0 D.  on  account  They 
behavd  very  well  with  Me,  and  tho  [several]  of  the  Horses  are  lost  as 
Ft.  Guy  does  not  mention  it,  I have  No  Reason  to  imagine  ’Twas  owe- 
ing  to  any  Neglect  of  Theirs. 

Mr.  Fove  will  inform  you — As  He  is  not  in  a Condition  to  wade  the 
Creeks,  and  most  of  His  Party  frost  bitten  I have  Given  Him  a Battoo 
to  take  Them  to  Fort  Pitt  except  two  Men  who  escort  the  Horse- 
Drivers  with  the  remaining  Four  Horses.  Shoes  and  Stockings  are 
much  w'anted  here.  The  Party  continues  very  healthy — Hope  you  do 
so — from 

Your  oblig’d  h[umb]le  Servant 

Richrd.  Mather 


CHRISTIE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  132] 

Prisqu  isle  8th  April  1761 
Sir 

I received  your’s,  by  Mr.  Hossey,  And  has  given  him  the  Use  of  the 
Tools,  he  wanted,  he  is  to  fitt  out  one  of  the  New  Batteaux  imediatly, 
she  is  much  damag’d.  The  other,  I fitted  out  the  best  Manner  I Could, 
And  sent  her  to  Niagara  the  2d  of  April  for  Flower  &c  &c,  as  soon  as 
she  Arrives  Shall  send  of[f]  this.  The  Lake  began  to  Open  About 
the  20th  of  March  but  perceved  Mountains  of  Ice  for  ten  days  after. 

Please  let  me  know  if  I am  to  Continue  Sending  to  Nia[gar]a  for 
provision.  Before  I sent  you  last  Months  returns,  I order’d  the  flower 
to  be  put  in  Bags,  and  saw  it  W[eighed].  Also  Surveyd  the  other 
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Stores  I have  returned  Some  of  the  Damag’d,  which  I found  in  the 
Bottom  liekwise  about  50  W [eight]  the  Bak[e]r  have  Sav’d,  I Order’d 
him,  Dec[embe]r  last,  to  deliver  to  the  Store  what  flower  He  might  have 
over  the  W [eight]  of  bread.  As  I Would  not  Allow  him  to  Sell  any, 
but  on  his  Delivering  the  good  Bread,  Promised  to  recommend  him  to 
you,  I have  Boarded  the  Bottom  of  the  Flower  Store,  and  has  the  gar- 
rison imployed  at  present,  in  leveling  the  Fort  within  the  Stockades  and 
getting  ready  the  Garden.  I have  Also  made,  a small  Garden  on  the 
Hight,  Where  the  French  have  had  one  before,  for  Officers.  They  are 
both  fenc’d  and  Will  ready  for  the  Seeds, 

I am  Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  Humble  Servant 

John  Christie 

N : B : I have  received,  672  Gross  W [eight]  of  Flower,  from  Venango, 
by  Hossey. 


GUY  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  165] 


Sir 


Le  Boeuf  26th  Ap[ri]l  1761 


I received  yours  the  twenty  third,  am  sorry  I did  not  send  the  re- 
turns of  the  stores  and  men  in  Garrison,  as  I had  returned  the  stores 
when  first  I came.  Though  there  was  no  occasion  of  returning  them 
every  month,  you  may  depend  on  my  returning  evary  thing  in  the  stores 
for  the  futer ; hope  you  will  excuse  my  neglect,  the  men  are  very  healthy, 
but  in  very  greate  want,  of  shirt  shoes  and  Stockings. 


I have  only  one  hundred  weight  of  Beef  in  store;  plenty  of  flour, 
which  you  will  see  by  the  returns ; by  my  returns  I am  36  pounds  of 
Beef  short,  as  I was  obliged  to  throw  it  a way,  as  it  was  not  fit  to  de- 
liver out  to  the  men ; I shall  set  about  makeing  a garden  tomorrow,  I 
have  such  a small  number  of  men  left ; am  afraid  it  will  be  some  time 
before  it  will  be  finished,  but  shall  do  my  utmass  endeavours  to  get  it 
done  as  soon  as  possible,  I have  made  a small  one  all  ready ; in  which  I 
have  about  a thousand  Cabbage  plants  up ; hope  I shall  get  the  other 
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done  before  you  send  up  the  seeds,  the  Serj[ean]t  and  six  men  sets  ofif 
from  this  to  morrow  for  Venango  with  the  Canoe;  I shall  keep  it  con- 
stantly going. 

I am  Sir 

Your  humble  Servant 
T.  Guy 

I hope  you  will  excuse  my  returns  as  I had  no  other  paper  to  make 
them  on. 


COCHRANE^  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  204] 

Presqu’isle  May  14th  1761 

Dear  Sir 

I received  your  letter,  addressed  to  Mr  Christie,  of  the  4th,  by  Mr 
Rowe  ship  carpenter  who  came  here  yesterday  with  one  man,  and  ex- 
pects the  other  today:  I had  set  men  to  work  to  cut  timber  for  him 
ag[ains]t  he  came.  Inclosed  are  returns  of  the  present  Strength  of  the 
garrison,  and  of  the  tools,  and  battoes  belonging  to  this  place.  Several 
of  the  tools  are  at  le  Boeuff  but  I have  Receipts  for  them.  You  desire 
to  know  if  this  place  can  have  battoes  from  Niagara:  Mr  Christie  was 
obliged  to  bring  a sloops  boat  with  him  when  he  came ; and  luckily  for 
me  a man  of  my  Company  found  two  very  good  French  boats  hid  in  a 
Creek  at  little  Niagara,  and  I was  sent  in  them,  else  I should  have  been 
at  a loss  for  boats,  they  have  neither  hands,  nor  Materials  there  for 
building,  except  wood.  I sent  yesterday  to  le  Boeuff  for  Oakum.  I 
don’t  know  if  I mentioned  it  to  you  that  Mr  Christie  had  sent  off  the 
Provisions  here,  5 barrils  pork  and  6 of  beef  by  one  of  Mr  Lesly’s  boats. 
Mr  Baird  went  off  some  days  since  to  Detroite  in  the  battoe  Mr  Christie 
told  me  he  was  to  have.  Mr.  Cox  is  not  here  at  present  but  I shall  ac- 
quaint him  of  the  particulars  of  your  letter  relating  to  him  when  I see 
him.  Mr  Dow^  is  to  bring  with  him  1 Serj[ean]t,  and  21  private  to 
compleat  me  to  60  private.  I expect  he  will  bring  near  40  barrels  in 
these  2 French  battoes.  As  he  will  not  be  so  loaded  with  men  as  I was. 

'Captain  Gavin  Cochrane  arrived  at  Presque  Isle,  May  3,  1761.  Ensign  John 
Christie  returned  to  Niagara. 

* Ensign  Dow  was  transferred  to  Presque  Isle  from  Niagara. 
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In  looking  over  the  garden  seeds  sent  me,  I find  neither  cabbage  seed, 
carrets,  pasnips,  leek’s,  oignon’s,  parsly,  nor  turnip.  I’m  affraid  Mr 
Christie  has  not  chosen  the  best  ground  for  his  new  garden. 

I have  no  gardiner  till  Serg[ean]t  Mckintosh  comes  up  with  Mr. 
Dow.  it  was  at  my  own  desire  he  staid  there  till  then  as  they  had  no 
gardiner.  I have  turned  off  the  baker,  having  brought  a better,  they 
both  belong  to  my  Company.  Mr  Christie  gave  the  other  a Certificate, 
how  shall  I pay  him?  this  comes  by  One  McMaster  from  Niagara. 

I am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Obed[ien]t  and  hum[ble]  Serv[an]t 

Gavin  Cochrane 

[P.  S.]  As  there  was  a good  deal  of  Company  here  when  I first  wrote 
you,  and  no  Room  to  be  in  but  mine,  I was  obliged  to  write  a diverses 
reprises  and  could  not  be  so  exact  as  I otherwise  would. 

Mr  Christie  had  begun  a Small  house  in  one  of  the  Angles  where 
there  is  a chimney  Standing,  I am  making  it  up  for  Mr  Dow,  as  it  will 
be  more  agreeable  than  to  be  in  one  of  the  bastions  of  the  blockhouse 
without  windows  and  entering  through  the  mens  rooms,  if  you  have  any 
objection  I shall  order  it  down  again.  I would  be  much  Obliged  to  you 
for  some  News  papers. 


COCHRANE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  251] 


[Presqu’isle  June  1st  1761] 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr  Dow  came  here  on  Wensday  last  and  brought  with  him  One 
Sergeant  and  18  private  which  makes  me  60  Rank  and  file;  he  brought 
20  barrels  flower  and  ten  Pork.  I think  I wrote  you  I was  to  have  60 
privates ; I understood  it  so  when  I left  Niagara,  and  find  that  in  my 
orderly  book  it  is  mentioned  3 Corp[ora]ls  and  60  privates;  but  the 
Major  writes  me  that  in  General  Monkton’s  orders  it  is  so  many  ranks 
and  file. 
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Major  Walters®  writes  me  that  he  should  Return  my  Company  as 
compleat  as  when  I left  him  and  bids  me  acquaint  you  if  any  thing  has 
happened ; I suppose  by  that  he  has  sent  the  monthly  Return  of  my 
Company : 

There  happened  nothing  proceeding  the  25th  of  May  when  Duncan 
Grey  Drumm[e]r  was  drowned.  I send  2 and  3 times  a week  some  men 
to  fish  for  the  Garrison  and  they  generally  have  good  success  and  Grey 
used  to  desire  to  be  one  of  them ; that  day  after  they  had  catch’d  enough 
the  Corporal  left  Grey  to  take  care  of  the  battoe  they  were  on  the  other 
side  and  went  with  the  rest  of  the  men  about  something  he  wanted  on 
the  Peninsula:  he  returned  in  about  half  a quarter  of  an  hour  or  little 
more,  saw  the  battoe  adrift  and  Grey  Strip’d  and  Swimming  after,  he 
called  to  him  to  come  back  which  he  attempted  and  was  not  far  from 
shore  but  a sudden  gust  rising  and  the  waves  being  against  him  he  could 
not  master  them;  his  body  has  not  yet  been  found  tho’  I use  all  en- 
deavours. The  Sentry  .seeing  the  battoe  a drift  I sent  after  it  imme- 
diatly  and  got  it. 

Mr  Rowe  has  almost  finished  the  New  Battoe,  but  finds  a good  deal 
of  trouble  in  repairing  the  old  Ones  and  tells  me  it  will  exhaust  almost 
all  his  pitch  and  Oakum,  he  says  one  of  them  will  cost  more  trouble 
and  expence  than  it  is  worth  and  wont  answer  what  is  laid  out  on  it ; 
I have  not  resolved  what  to  do  about  it,  he  tells  me  his  tools  are  not 
yet  come  up,  I shall  write  to  Mr  Baily®  about  them,  he  says  the  tools 
at  this  place  can  be  of  no  Service  to  him.  he  bids  me  acquaint  you  that 
he  will  want  a great  many  things,  I made  him  draw  out  a Return  which 
I inclose,  pitch,  oakum  and  Nails  will  also  be  wanted  here  in  the  Re- 
turn of  boats  I sent  you  there  was  a Mistake  which  was  found  out  the 
day  I sent  it,  but  too  late  to  correct  it  as  it  was  gone  off.  the  Ships  boat 
returned  both  as  a ships  boat  and  battoe.  I had  met  with  an  accident 
which  made  it  troublesome  for  me  to  walk,  but  I w’ent  to  see  the  boats 
before  the  Return  should  be  made  out,  but  some  of  them  could  not  be 
brought  to  the  Usual  place  till  they  should  be  caulked,  one  was  on  the 
Peninsula  these  I did  not  see  but  sent  a Corp[ora]ll  who  occasioned 
the  mistake ; I was  glad  to  find  there  was  one  more  than  Mr  Christie 
had  told  me  of,  and  trusted  to  his  Report. 


' Commander  of  Fort  Niagara. 
‘Lieutenant  Baillie  at  Venango. 
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Horsey  did  caulk  2 Battoes,  one  of  them  Mr  Baird  took  to  Detroite, 
the  other,  I am  told,  afterwards  met  with  an  accident  which  is  the  rea- 
son it  now  wants  repair.  I read  your  Postscript  about  Horsey  to  Mr 
Cox. 

I send  Serj[ean]t  McKintosh  with  this  and  with  what  letters  have 
come  from  Niagara  both  because  he  desired  it,  because  I did  not  chuse 
to  send  a private  man  with  these  Dispatches  and  because  he  could  do 
somethings  for  me.  the  reason  I did  not  send  him  sooner  you  will  see 
in  what  follows.  I send  a private  man,  Purslewaite,  alongst  with  him. 

Last  Friday  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Guy  acquainting  me  that 
Some  Mingoes  and  his  people  had  exchanged  some  shot  in  a fray  about 
some  horses,  that  he  had  put  an  end  to  the  affair,  the  Indians  had  come  in 
and  drank  with  him  and  all  seemed  to  be  well,  but  that  he  did  not  know 
what  might  follow  and  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  me.  the 
reason  of  this  affair  was  that  the  Mingoes  were  suspected  to  have  car- 
ried off  the  horses  that  were  missing  (Mr  Cox  lost  a good  many)  those 
who  were  sent  to  tract  the  horses,  lost,  followed  the  horse  and  Indian 
tract,  the  Indians  it  seems  were  frightened  and  run  away  and  2 horses 
being  found,  tho  not  of  those  lost,  the  men  brought  them  to  Le  Boeuff, 
the  Indians  came  and  claimed  them  and  some  words  passing  the  Indians 
retired  to  some  distance  and  fired,  some  more  came  up  afterwards. 
Some  of  Mr  Guy’s  men  returned  the  fire;  the  Indians  afterwards  fired 
at  the  door  of  the  Fort  and  very  narrowly  missed  killing  Mr  Dow  whom 
I had  allowed  to  go  there  for  a couple  of  days ; A ball  miss’d  his  head 
by  less  than  an  inch.  Mr  Guy  forbid  his  men  to  fire,  very  prudently 
went  out,  ordered  the  horses  to  he  restored  and  all  was  well.  On  re- 
ceiving Mr  Guy’s  letter  I sent  immediately  a Corp[ora]l  and  12  men 
to  reinforce  him,  told  him  it  was  only  for  appearances  for  I believed 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  them,  and  if  nothing  more  happened 
desired  he  would  send  them  back  on  Sunday  and  he  and  Mr  Dow  come 
with  them,  if  it  was  convenient  for  him.  that  I did  not  at  all  approve  of 
his  Men’s  bringing  horses  that  were  not  taken  from  the  Fort  as  it  might 
exasperate  the  Indians,  but  that,  at  the  Same  time,  they  were  not  to  let 
the  Indians  take  away  horses  that  did  not  belong  to  them,  that  I look’d 
upon  the  Indians  firing  at  his  men  and  ag[ains]t  the  Fort  as  a thing  of 
great  consequence,  desired  he  would  send  a faithfull  Indian,  that  Staid 
with  him,  to  go  to  the  Indians  and  tell  them  I wanted  to  have  a confer- 
ence with  them.  I look’d  upon  their  behavior  as  an  insult  to  his 
Majesty’s  Garrison  and  was  resolved  not  to  pass  that,  or  Stealing  horses. 
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I was  resolved  to  have  told  them  my  mind  in  very  plain  terms  and 
have  insisted  on  their  delivering  to  me  a couple  of  the  offenders  by  way 
of  submission ; I would  have  told  them  that  the  men  left  with  me  should 
be  used  well  and  that  I would  be  surety  they  should  not  suffer,  but  that 
I would  report  them  to  you  and  wait  your  answer.  Mr  Guy  and  Mr 
Dow  and  my  Party  came  Sunday  afternoon.  Mr  Guy  told  me  that  the 
faithfull  Indian  I mentioned  was  gone  to  Niagara:  that  the  Indians  who 
had  behaved  in  that  manner  were  only  on  a hunting  expedition,  had 
immediately  gone  away  and  were  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Pittsburg  to 
trade,  that  one  of  them  was  well  known  and  used  to  be  much  there.  I 
told  him  to  write  you  the  particulars,  and  describe  the  offenders  that 
you  might  know  who  they  were,  it  was  on  this  account  that  I did  not 
send  off  McKintosh  sooner. 

One  of  my  men  came  to  me  lately  and  told  me  his  time  had  been  out 
a considerable  time,  I ask’d  if  he  had  any  thing  to  show  for  it,  he 
Showed  me  a Certificate  Signed  (I  think  by  Mr  Kerns)  dated  at  inlist- 
ing; I asked  where  he  received  this  Certificate,  he  said  it  was  writ  last 
year  and  signed  at  Pittsburg,  I told  him  it  was  then  a forgery  and  was 
dated  at  a quite  different  place  and  some  years  before ; and  that,  be- 
sides, Mr  Kerns  must  have  a good  memory  to  remember  these  things, 
I am  sure  I could  not.  the  man  ingenuously  said  there  was  some  rea- 
son for  what  I said ; I think  so  too ; and  that  it  was  very  extraordinary, 
exclusive  of  the  Severe  penalities  of  law;  for  a forgery  it  certainly  is. 
I should  be  very  glad  you  could  send  me  a Drummer  to  succeed  Grey, 
if  you  have  any  good  boy  that  is  taught,  besides  the  man  whose  times 
are  out  there  is  flower  [ !]  of  my  Company  who  is  troubled  with  the 
Epilepsy,  almost  dumb  by  the  Palsy  and  tho  young  quite  unfit  for  the 
Service.  I left  him  at  Niagara. 

Mr  Dow  has  heard  that  he  is  a Lieut  but  is  not  sure,  he  told  me  he 
could  wish,  if  it  is  so,  that  he  might  not  be  taken  from  my  Company;  I 
should  very  much  chuse  it  myself  as  I think  I can  be  of  Service  to  him. 
it  depends  on  your  goodness.  I have  no  Articles  of  War,  having  lent 
mine  at  Pittsburgh  to  an  officer  who  forgot  to  return  them. 

I am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  hu[m]ble  Serv[an]t 

Gavin  Cochrane 

Presqu’isle  June  1st  1761 


214 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


GUY  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  249] 

Le  Boeuf  1st  June  1761 
Sir 

I take  this  oppertunity  of  acquainting  you  of  the  beheavour  of  the  In- 
dians ; that  are  a hunting  about  this  place ; which  are  the  Mingoes, 
the[y]  came  to  the  Fort  and  stold  a way  thrie  horses  of  my  one  [own]  ; < 
and  nine  of  Mr.  Cox  not  two  hundred  yards  from  the  Fort;  the  horses 
was  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge ; soon  as  I heard  of  the  horses  being 
gon;  I ordered  a party  of  men  to  persue  them;  to  see  whether  the[y] 
coud  over  take  the  Indians;  that  stole  the  horses;  the[y]  came  up  with 
them  on  the  other  side  of  the  French  Creek;  where  the[y]  found  the 
Indians  horses;  which  the[y]  brought  a long  with  them  to  the  Fort;  as 
the[y]  thought  the[y]  belong’d  to  the  Indians;  that  stole  away  mine. 
The  next  Day  came  two  Indians  to  the  fort  for  the  horses  the  men  had 
taken;  soon  as  the[y]  came,  I told  them  the[y]  might  take  there  one 
[their  own]  horses ; but  not  eany  that  belonged  to  me.  Like  wise  told 
them  I had  lost  twelve  belonging  to  me ; that  I had  greate  reason  to  be- 
leive  it  was  them  that  had  taken  them ; the  same  Indians  came  a few 
days  before  that,  and  stayed  two  Days,  the[y]  went  away  very  early  in 
the  morning;  which  made  me  expect  the[y]  had  some  desine  of  taking 
a way  the  horses,  upon  which  I sent  out  four  men  to  the  place  where 
the  horses  were  which  was  with  in  site  of  the  Fort;  The[y]  came  back 
immidiatly  and  told  ther  was  five  of  them  gon;  belong [ing]  to  Mr.  Cox. 

I have  greate  reason  to  believe  it  was  the  same  that  came  here  for  there 
one  horses,  as  there  was  no  other  indians  about  here  but  the  Mingoes. 

I told  them  the[y]  might  take  there  one  which  the[y]  did,  the[y]  was 
going  to  take  away  one  of  Mr  Cox  horses ; as  soon  as  I saw  that  I imme- 
diately ordered  the  men  to  there  arms,  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  tak- 
ing away  the  horse;  soon  as  the[y]  saw  the  men  come  out  with  there 
arms,  the[y]  let  go  the  horses  and  run  and  fired  on  the  men;  upon 
which  the[y]  return’d  the  fire,  the  indians  immediately  shot  the  horse. 

I saw  about  ten  more  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge,  which 
fired  on  the  fort  on  which  I ordered  the  men  in  the  fort;  as  I was  not 
certain  what  number  there  might  be  of  them,  soon  as  the[y]  had  don 
fireing  I sent  out  two  men  to  tell  them  I wanted  to  talk  to  them,  on 
which  the[y]  came[.]  I told  them  it  was  note  rite  to  come  and  take 
away  ower  horses ; on  which  the[y]  made  no  answer,  I then  asked  them 
to  Drink  which  the[y]  did;  the[y]  then  told  me  it  was  only  a frolick. 
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hoped  I was  not  angrey  with  them,  and  went  away.  I have  not  seen 
eany  thing  of  them  since;  I immediately  sent  of[f]  an  express  to  Capt 
Cochran  acquainting  him  of  it;  who  reinforced  me  with  a Corp[ora]l 
and  twelve  men,  I thought  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  of  it ; I [k]no[w] 
the  Indian  very  well  that  fired  first  a young  Mingo  fellow,  which  was 
at  Capt  Croghan  all  last  summer,  spoke  English,  he  went  down  along 
with  Gen  [era]  1 Stanwix^  to  Bedford;  the  time  the  General  went  down 
Capt.  Croghan  [kjnows  him; 

I have  sent  you  the  returns  of  the  Stores  the  Canoe  arrived  here  two 
Days  ago  from  Venango  with  ten  Barrels  of  Beef,  I were  oblidge  to 
send  down  one  of  Mr  Cox  Battoes  to  take  part  of  here  load  or  She 
would  have  never  got  up.  she  is  so  very  lakey  the[y]  were  oblidge  to 
keep  a man  constantly  throwing  out  the  water  I do  asure  you  She  is  not 
fit  to  send  down  any  more,  I should  be  glad  to  [k]no[w]  what  I am  to 
dow  with  here,  I have  made  a Garden  according  to  your  orders  but 
have  no  Seeds  to  sow  it. 

I am 
Sir 

Your  humble  Servant 
T.  Guy 


CAMPBELL®  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  281] 

[Detroit,  June  16,  1761] 

I wrote  you  lately  very  fully  of  all  my  proceedings  at  this  place, — 
since  that  time  I have  been  a little  allarmed  by  the  reports  of  the  dis- 
content and  bad  designs  of  the  Indian  Nations,  and  which  as  they  car- 
ried some  oppearance  of  truth,  put  me  upon  my  guard  and  made  me  at 
pains  to  find  out  the  true  cause  of  their  discontent,  it  was  first  told  me 
it  proceeded  from  the  Northern  Indians  but  I now  find  it  comes  from 
the  Six  Nations,  and  for  your  information  I give  you  the  intelligence  I 
had  from  my  Indian  interpreters  and  several  other  people  of  Character 
whom  I can  depend  upon. 

' Brigadier  General  John  Stanwix,  who  had  commanded  in  Pennsylvania  between 
Forbes’  death  and  Monckton’s  arrival,  passed  through  Bedford  in  September  1759 
on  his  way  to  Pittsburgh,  and  in  February  1760,  on  his  return. 

" Captain  Donald  Campbell  accompanied  Major  Robert  Rogers  to  Detroit  in  No- 
vember 1760,  and  remained  there  as  commander. 
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The  Six  Nations  have  sent  deputies  and  large  belts  of  Wampum,  to 
all  the  Indians  from  the  Bay  of  Gaspie®  to  the  Illionois,  inviting  them 
to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  the  English [;]  two  of  their  deputies 
(Seneca  Chieffs)  came  here  two  days  agoe  to  propose  it  to  the  Nations 
here  and  to  invite  them  to  a grand  Council  at  the  little  Lake,  with  the 
Delaware  and  Shawanies,  whose  cheiffs  are  already  there  amongst  whom 
is  the  Bovir  [Beaver?],  as  I have  so  good  information  of  every  thing 
that  passes  I hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  Indians  here  from  taking 
any  concern. 

The  Scheme  laid,  is  that  the  Indians  in  general,  shall  at  one  time  cut 
of[f]  all  the  Communications  and  stop  the  roads,  at  Niagara  Fort  Pitt 
and  here,  and  at  the  same  time  Sease  upon  all  the  goods  and  Horses  of 
the  traders  at  Sandusky,  in  order  to  prevent  their  taking  the  advantage 
of  the  powder  and  indian  goods  at  Sandusky.  I have  sent  Mr  Ham- 
bacht  this  Night  with  about  fifty  of  the  traders  Servants  Armed  and 
five  Batteaux,  to  bring  all  the  traders  and  goods  here,  which  will  cer- 
tainly be  a great  disappoyntment  to  their  project. 

I have  sent  this  Express  by  Presquisle  that  you  may  have  the  in- 
telligence as  soon  as  possible,  the  truth  of  which  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
as  it  came  in  Confidence,  from  the  Senecas  themselves,  who  with  the 
rest  of  the  Six  Nations  are  to  assemble  at  the  head  of  French  Creek 
about  twenty  five  leagues  from  Presquisle. 

I have  wrote  to  the  General  and  to  Major  Walters  by  Niagara  but  in 
case  of  any  accident,  I should  be  glaid  you  would  give  information  of  it, 
to  the  Gen  [era]  1 and  to  the  Officers  at  the  different  posts,  how  far  the 
Indians  will  be  able  to  put  their  whole  plan  in  execution,  I do  not  know 
but  it  is  certain  they  have  very  bad  designs  and  will  do  some  mischieff. 

So  far  as  I can  learn  they  propose  to  begin  in  fifteen  days  after  this. 

I Expect  Ens[ig]n  Gorrel  w[i]t[h]  the  Batteaux  from  Niagara  every 
day,  if  he  was  here  with  the  provissions,  I should  not  be  so  uneasy 
about  my  post,  as  the  inhabitants  seem  well  disposed  to  support  me,  I 
am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Sir, 


Your  Most  Obed[ien]t  Humble  Servant 


Detroit  16th  June  1761 


Donald  Campbell 


The  Delewars  and  Shawanies  are  certainly  greatly  concern’d  in  the  plot. 


“ The  Bay  of  Gaspe,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river. 
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COCHRANE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  299] 

PresquTsle  June  24th  1761 

Yt.  An  hour  past  8 in  the  evening 

Dear  Sir 

This  moment  an  express  arrived  from  Capt  Campble  with  the  letter 
I now  send  you  giving  intelligence  of  the  bad  designs  of  the  Indians 
against  these  posts.  I shall  take  every  precaution  in  my  power  that  may 
be  necessary,  I send  this  off  now  to  le  Boeuff  to  be  forwarded  to  Ven- 
ango. Since  the  last  piece  of  insolence  I informed  you  of  the  Indians 
at  Le  Boeuff,  they  have  been  guilty  of  another,  some  provisions  being 
Spoiled  I invited  Mr  Guy  over  here  to  dine  with  me  and  hold  a Court 
of  inspection  on  them ; when  he  was  about  half  way,  two  painted  and 
armed  Indians  came  up  to  him  and  obliged  him  to  deliver  his  two 
horses,  threatning  him  if  he  did  not : on  his  coming  here  I sent  a Party 
after  them  but  they  could  not  come  up  with  them.  I expect  every  mo- 
ment two  battoes  I sent  to  Niagara  with  provisions.  I sent  One  off  this 
morning  with  your  dispatches  to  Niagara  and  with  those  for  Detroite. 
your  last  letter  that  came  with  these  dispatches  was  dated  the  10th  I de- 
layed 2 or  3 days  hoping  the  other  two  battoes  would  be  in.  I shall  de- 
tain the  express  no  longer  and  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

your  ever  obed[ien]t  hu[m]ble  Serv[an]t 

Gavin  Cochrane 

[P.  S.]  Since  writing  the  above  Mr.  Baird  being  to  set  off  on  horse- 
back to  morrow  morning  early  I send  the  letters  by  him  as  he  tells  me 
he  will  be  at  Venango  in  less  than  3 days;  I have  also  sent  another  let- 
ter to  Le  Boeuff  to  be  forwarded  by  another  hand  in  case  of  accidents : 
I however  send  these  letters  to  Guy  and  write  him  that  if  he  who  knows 
the  road  better  thinks  he  can  have  them  sooner  at  Venango  to  send  this 
and  Capt.  Campble’s  Letter  in  the  most  expeditious  manner  and  the 
duplicate  by  Mr  Baird. 
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GUY  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21646,  f.  308] 


Sir 


Le  Boeuf  the  25th  June  1761 


I received  an  express  from  Capt.  Cochrane  this  morning;  halfe  an 
hour  after  six,  with  some  letters  from  Capt.  Campbell ; I sent  a couple 
of  men  express  to  Venango,  with  the  letters,  halfe  an  hour  after  I had 
received  them.  Capt  Cochrane  writes  me ; that  he  has  acquainted  you 
of  the  behavour  of  two  Indians ; to  me ; as  I was  going  up  to  Presqu- 
Isle ; to  inspect  some  provisions.  As  Capt  Cochrane  had  write  to  me  for 
to  come;  I shoud  have  write  to  you  by  the  express  that  set  of[f]  this 
morning,  but  as  Mr.  Bard  was  to  call  here  to  Day,  in  [h]is  way  to 
venango,  I though  it  best  to  write  to  you  by  him;  and  not  detain  the 
express,  as  my  writeing  coud  not  be  of  eany  consequence,  I shall  be  as 
much  on  my  Guard  as  possible  I have  taken  evary  precaution  that  leys 
in  My  power ; 

I am 


Sir 


your  most  humbl[e]  Serv[an]t 

T.  Guy 

[P.  S.]  I received  your  letter  of  the  10th  that  came  by  McKintosh, 
this  morning  I sent  out  a Soldier,  to  see  if  he  could  kill  a Turkey;  be- 
fore I had  heard  from  Capt.  Cochran ; he  met  three  Indians  which  took 
away  [h]is  powder  horn  and  bullets  and  told  him  not  to  come  out  there 
eany  more. 


COCHRANE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  19] 

Presqu’  Isle  July  9th  1761 

Dear  Sir 

I had  the  favour  of  your  obliging  letter  of  July  1st  the  day  before 
yesterday,  with  a duplicate  for  Capt  Campble  and  a Pacquet  for  Major 
Walters.  As  you  did  not  Say  Any  thing  about  hurrying  on  the  one  for 
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the  Major  I have  not  yet  sent  it  off;  and  you  said  there  was  no  hurry 
about  Campble’s.  Corporal  Tull  returned  here  from  Niagara  yesterday 
but  without  any  provisions,  the  Major  informing  me  that  they  had  but 
30  barrils  flour  there,  and  Tull  tells  me  that  there  are  between  2 and 
300  New  Yorkers  come  there  to  build  2 sloops  on  this  Lake.  Mc- 
Dougal  was  in  such  a hurry  about  the  Muster  Rolls  that  he  does  not 
say  a word  about  any  of  my  Company  or  draughts  wanting  their  dis- 
charge ; he  tells  me  there  are  two  Men  of  my  Company  draughted  into 
other  Companies  to  level  them : I hope  this  will  make  no  odds  as  to 
my  having  the  Same  justice  done  to  my  Company  as  is  done  to  others 
in  getting  men  discharged : it  would  certainly  hurt  me  with  my  Com- 
pany and  justly.  Mcdougal  Sends  me  Muster  Rolls  to  be  settled  by 
me  and  sent  to  Mr  Pitcher^®  to  be  filled  up,  as  Pitcher  insisted  that  my 
Company  should  be  mustered  at  Niagara.  It  will  be  no  easy  matter 
for  me  to  do  this  not  being  on  the  Spot  but  I shall  do  my  best,  and  Mr 
Pitcher  must  be  Satisfied.  I send  you  here  with  the  letters  brought 
from  Niagara.  As  General  Amherst  has  writ  that  he  is  to  be  soon  at 
Niagara  they  expect  him  there  every  day,  and  he  is  to  visit  other 
Posts  I am  told  he  comes  this  way. 

As  I have  not  a Court  Register  your  news  of  preferments  did  not  let 
me  know  if  he  and  Genjerajll  Stanwix  Are  of  those  made  L[ieutenan]t 
Generals,  I should  be  glad  to  know. 

Till  I received  your  last  I did  not  absolutely  credit  the  design  of  the 
Indians,  as  I could  not  see  how  they  could  do  without  us ; and  believed 
it  only  tlireatnings  to  gain  some  point  from  us ; yet  I neglected  no  pre- 
caution could  be  taken  with  so  Small  A Party  as  mine,  having  sent  2 
Corporals  and  25  men  to  Niagara,  the  2d  letter  from  Campble  made 
me  still  less  believe  it,  as  it  Seemed  inconsistent  to  alarm  you  by  inter- 
cepting the  communication  when  they  designed  to  Surprize  your  Fort. 
I wrote  so  to  Guy,  but  bid  him  not  the  less  to  be  on  his  Guard  as  there 
was  no  reasoning  on  the  proceedings  of  Indians.  Mons[ieu]r  Babie’s 
information  of  what  he  learned  At  Sandusky  help’d  to  make  me  still 
less  credit  an  open  rupture.  They  have  been  remarkably  civil  to  me 
except  when  they  disarmed  a man  coming  from  le  Boeuf.  Mr  Cox 
left  all  his  horses  here  and  tho’  they  have  strolled  several  miles  off  not 
one  has  been  lost.  I don’t  know  indeed  how  long  this  will  continue ; 


“James  Pitcher,  muster  master,  i.  e.  inspector  of  the  rolls. 


220 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


I am  told  they  threaten  him  Some  mischief  for  his  language  to  them 
at  le  Boeuff.  I wanted  an  Indian  family  to  come  here,  that  I might  have 
somebody  to  send  on  Messages  if  the  Indians  should  come  about  us ; 
he  sent  me  word  he  would  have  come  had  not  his  dogs  and  children 
been  so  numerous  that  he  could  not  ask  me  to  maintain  his  family,  and 
made  my  men  sit  down  and  drink  out  with  him  what  rum  he  had  remain- 
ing of  what  was  brought  by  him  from  Niagara;  and  sent  me  a turtle. 

I have  employed  my  men  for  Sometime  in  repairing  the  breast  work 
and  deepning  the  ditch,  both  for  decency  and  to  make  us  a little  stronger, 
we  also  filled  up  two  very  deep  holes,  where  two  houses  had  stood, 
betwixt  the  blockhouse  and  that  part  of  the  breast  work  as  you  go  down 
to  the  water,  the  men  have  wrought  very  well,  and  had  the  more 
trouble  as  a good  deal  of  the  earth  between  the  fascines  of  the  parapet 
had  been  used  last  winter  to  level  some  uneven  places.  When  we  had 
the  alarm,  and  I with  so  few  men.  I could  heartily  have  wished  the  out- 
works away ; nor  have  I now  too  many  for  manning  them,  but  the 
Indians  are  affraid  of  any  thing  that  looks  like  works.  I have  sent  you 
a Return  of  what  ammunition  is  here,  and  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Guy 
has  as  much  in  proportion  to  his  Garrison  as  I have,  and  I am  sure  I 
have  used  none  of  it. 


I long  to  hear  of  Mr  Dow’s  being  come  to  Pittsburg,  and  am  glad  to 
hear  that  his  other  son  has  got  a Commission ; I hope  he  will  have  time 
to  take  a trip  here.  I have  nothing  more  to  add  but  that  I am 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obliged  and  most  hu[m]ble  Serv[an]t 

Gavin  Cochrane 

P : S : McDougal  has  been  perplexing  himself  with  Pitcher  to  recon- 
cile the  Muster  Rolls  and  monthly  Returns,  not  remembring  it  is  im- 
possible on  acco[un]t  of  the  Musicien:  I shall  write  to  Mr  McDougal 
that  the  Muster  master  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Monthly  Returns, 
the  Major  writes  me  that  the  Musters  taken  by  Gates  must  be  taken 
over  again ; I believe  some  of  them  might  be  wrong,  I am  very  sure 
mine  were  right,  and  Mr  Pitcher  won’t  say  other  wise. 

We  shall  finish  the  reparation  of  the  Works  to  morrow. 
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CARRE^i  to  BOUQUET 
[B.  M,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  21] 


Sir 


Venango  12th  July  1761 


I received  your  favour  of  the  1st  inst[an]t  and  agreeable  to  your 
orders  shall  receive  no  more  Indian  Corn ; I inclose  a return  of  the  quan- 
tity now  in  Store. 

As  None  of  Custaloga’s  tribe  had  been  here  for  some  time,  (contrary 
to  custom)  I sent  Mr.  Hutchins  up  the  beginning  of  last  week  to  see  if 
they  were  all  at  home  and  get  what  Intelligence  he  cou’d.  Custaloga  and 
several  of  his  Head  men  came  next  day  with  Mr.  Hutchins  and  assured 
me  that  he  knew  of  no  bad  Intention  being  on  foot  against  the  English ; 
that  he  wou’d  make  it  his  business  to  enquire  and  enform  us  immediately 
if  he  heard  any  bad  news — he  concluded  his  speech  with  begging  a little 
Rum,  so  I was  obliged  to  give  him  and  his  Retinue  2 Gallons  among 
them. 

I sent  off  a Battoe  the  8th  inst.  to  Le  Boeuf  with  5 Barrels  of  Beef, 
Custaloga  having  assured  me  there  was  not  the  least  danger. 

Two  of  the  men  I suspected  wou’d  desert,  have  at  last  made  their 
point  good,  Edward  Painter  and  John  Andrews  of  Capt.  Gordon’s  Com- 
pany. Painter  went  off  the  9th  and  Andrews  the  10th.  I sent  Partys 
after  them,  but  without  Success.  ’Tho  I take  every  precaution  in  my 
power,  and  have  Spies  on  those  I suspect  I’m  affraid  I shall  not  be  able 
to  prevent  their  geting  off,  as  the  River  is  now  fordable  at  several  places. 
I’m  pretty  certain  that  McCannon  of  the  Generals  Company  is  at  the 
head  of  this  Party,  but  am  sorry  there  is  not  sufficient  proof  of  it,  as  he 
wou’d  be  a very  proper  person  to  make  an  example  of.  None  of  these 
men  took  their  Arms  with  them. 

Mr.  Baillie  has  sent  a Man  of  Capt.  Barnsleys  Company  to  relieve 
the  Bearer  John  Coyle. 

I am 


Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  and  most 


H[um]ble  Serv[ant] 

S.  C.  Carre 


^Lieutenant  Carre  replaced  Baillie  as  commander  of  Fort  Venango  in  May,  1761. 
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CARRE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  40] 


Venango  24th  July  1761 
Sir 

I wrote  you  on  the  12th  inst.  by  John  Coyle  and  sent  a Packet  of 
Letters  from  Niagara,  which  I am  since  informed  he  lost  by  some  Acci- 
dent. Mr.  Hutchins  this  day  saw  an  Indian  who  found  the  Letters  and 
has  them  now  at  his  home  at  Shenango,  he  has  promised  to  carry  them 
to  Fort  Pitt  in  8 days. 

I then  informed  you  of  the  Desertion  of  two  men  vizt.  Edward 
Painter  and  John  Andrews  of  Captain  Gordon’s  Company — the  13th 
William  Paxton  of  Captain  Barnsley’s  Company  (lately  Mr.  Baillie’s 
Servant)  went  off  likewise.  I sent  a Party  after  him  who  went  up- 
wards of  Fifty  miles  on  the  Path  leading  from  hence  to  the  Inhabited 
Country,  but  they  cou’d  not  come  up  with  him. 


^ a|(  sfc  ^ ^ 


Custaloga,  some  days  ago  behaved  in  a very  odd  manner.  Mr.  Baird 
had  sent  his  Servant  up  with  two  Kegs  of  Rum  and  some  Sugar,  part 
of  which  was  for  Mr.  Guy ; Custaloga  thought  proper  not  only  to  Sieze 
the  Rum  &c  but  gave  the  Man  a severe  Beating.  Mr.  Hutchins  went 
up  yesterday  to  ask  the  reason  of  his  acting  in  that  manner ; he  pre- 
tends now  to  be  very  sorry  for  what  happened.  Lays  the  Blame  on  some 
of  his  People,  says  he  will  pay  for  the  Liquor  they  took  and  promises 
the  like  shall  never  happen  again.  Mr.  Hutchins  told  him,  he  wou’d 
make  no  Answer  to  his  Apology  ’till  he  heard  from  you. 

I inclose  the  Monthly  Returns  and 
I am 
Sir 

Your  Most  Obed[ien]t  and  Most  Humble  Servant 


S.  C.  Carre 
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HUTCHINS  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  44] 

Venango  25th  July  1761 
Sir, 

After  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  favour  by  Mr.  Bard  I must 
take  the  liber [t]y  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Delaw'ares  at  Custolagas 
Town  the  17th  Instant  took  by  force  from  Mr.  Bards  Man  Two  Caggs 
of  Rum  and  a Quantity  of  Sugar  with  some  other  necessaries  to  the 
amount  of  Thirty  Pounds.  The  24th  I set  out  for  Custolagas  Town  at 
which  place  I was  invited  to  go  by  a String  of  Wampum  from  Custologa, 
on  my  Arrival  he  took  a Belt  and  Spoke  as  follows. 

Brother. 

I am  sensible  that  my  people  (meaning  the  Young  men  and  Women, 
for  he  himself  was  not  at  the  taking  of  the  Rum)  have  done  wrong  to 
our  Brothers  the  English  for  which  I am  Heartily  Sorry,  Ever  since 
the  Conclusion  of  the  Peace  I have  endeavoured  to  behave  as  friendly 
to  them  as  I cou’d,  this  is  the  first  Instance  of  Bad  Behaviour  in  any 
of  the  People  of  my  Town,  and  as  this  is  the  first  fault  I expect  you 
will  not  think  hard  of  it — for  I do  assure  you  that  my  People  shall  not 
be  Guilty  of  the  like  Behavior  for  the  future.  I am  willing  to  pay  for 
the  Damage  they  have  done  at  Present  I have  not  Skins,  but  as  soon 
as  I can  get  any  I will  make  Satisfaction.  I also  desire  that  you  will 
let  your  great  Man  at  Pittsburgh  know  that  I am  ready  and  willing 
to  Assist  him  and  his  people  in  any  thing  that  may  be  in  my  Power, 
and  to  Confirm  what  I have  said  I give  you  this  belt 

Gave  a Large  Belt  of  White  Wampum 

The  answer  I gave  him  was  that  at  his  request  I had  come  to  his 
Town  and  what  he  had  said  Concerning  his  friendship,  for  the  English 
was  very  good — but  I cou’d  not  Confide  in  his  Good  Will  to  assist  us 
until  he  wou’d  make  his  Actions  Correspond  with  his  words — ^the  Belt 
I wou’d  Accept  of  as  a Token  of  his  friendship,  but  I cou’d  not  accept 
of  it  as  Satisfaction  for  the  Behavior  they  had  lately  been  Guilty  of, 
until  I had  heard  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Pittsburgh,  which 
I expected  wou’d  be  in  about  Ten  days,  and  his  pleasure  I wou’d  make 
known  to  him. 
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I must  request  the  favour  of  Col[one]l  Bouquet  to  answer  the  Con- 
tents of  Two  Accounts  which  Mr.  Wood  will  produce  you,  and  you’l 
greatly  Oblige 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Serv[an]t 

Tho;  Hutchins 


BOUQUET  TO  MONCKTON 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  254] 


Sir 


Fort  Pitt  19th  September  1761 


I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  by  Mr.  Hamilton  the  Account 
of  publick  money  paid  by  me  Since  my  former  Account  to  this  day, 
with  the  Vouchers,  having  drawn  upon  Mr.  Nelson  for  the  Ballance. 


Lieu[tenan]t  Mayers^"  arrived  at  Sanduskey  with  his  Detachment 
Cattle  and  Horses  the  31st  August  having  been  detained  by  the  Swell- 
ing of  the  Creeks ; He  Computes  the  Distance  202  Miles. 

Captain  Cochrane  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  Instant  from  Presqu’  Isle, 
Informs  me  that  he  is  Dangerously  111  and  our  Doctors  Mate  Van  Hulst 
is  of  Opinion:  that  he  cannot  recover  at  that  post  for  Want  of  proper 
Assistance  and  Medicaments,  as  I know  that  Capt.  Cochrane  would 
not  apply  for  leave  to  quit  his  post,  if  his  case  was  not  Serious : I have 
taken  upon  me  to  desire  Major  Walters  to  send  one  of  his  Captains 
from  Niagara  to  Relieve  him  And  permit  him  if  Necessary  to  go  to  the 
Hospital  at  Oswego ; But  I Dont  know  if  the  Major  Will  think  himself 
Authorized  to  do  it,  till  he  has  the  Generals  Orders. 

As  it  might  be  of  Service  to  the  publick,  hereafter  to  know  the  Easiest 
Communication  from  the  Settlements  to  the  Waters  of  the  Ohio.  If 
it  is  not  Improper  at  this  time  I Would  Mention  one  that  has  often 


Lieutenant  Elias  Meyers  was  sent  to  build  a fort  at  Sandusky. 
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been  proposed  and  never  yet  reconitred  Which  is  by  the  West  Branch 
of  Susquehanna  thro’  a Short  Portage  to  the  heads  of  two  Different 
Creeks  falling  in  the  Alleghany  on  this  side  Venango  and  Navigable 
by  the  Indian’s  Accounts  in  the  Spring  and  Fall.  Hutchins  lately  came 
from  Venango  offers  to  go  upon  that  Errand  with  one  Indian  and  two 
White  men  in  a Cannoe  and  proceed  to  Harisses  if  you  Should  think 
it  proper  Sir,  to  Authorize  me  to  Send  him  (and  it  can  be  done  for  a 
small  Expehce)  I think  he  is  able  to  give  a Satisfactory  Account  of  the 
practicability  of  it. 

I am  very  Respectfully 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant 

H.B. 

ORDERS  FOR  LIEUTENANT  DOW  AT  LE  BOEUF 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21657,  f.  79] 

[Presqu’Isle  September  28th  1761] 

Coppy  of  Orders  for  Lieut.  Dow  whilst  he  commands  at  le  Bouff^^ 
1st  You  will  observe  strict  order  and  discipline  in  your  Garrison, 
observing  strictly  the  orders  left  for  that  Garrison,  and  what 
directions  you  shall  receive  from  Lieut  Guy,  or  other  Superior 
officers  on  the  communication. 

2d  Whatever  you  are  at  a loss  in  you  will  Consult  Mr  Guy 

3d  You  are  carefully  to  keep  all  letters  you  receive  on  the  Kings 

business  and  communicate  the  contents  only  to  those  concerned 
in  them. 

4th  Whatever  dispatches  come  you  will  forward  them  with  all  con- 
venient expedition  sending  them  by  carefull  hands,  and  those 
for  Venango  by  not  less  than  2 men. 

Harris’s  Ferry,  later  Harrisburg. 

“ Captain  Cochrane,  in  his  letter  to  Bouquet,  September  27,  1761,  explained  the  ar- 
rangements he  had  made  before  leaving  his  post.  Lieutenant  Guy  was  brought 
from  Le  Boeuf  to  command  at  Presque  Isle,  while  Lieutenant  Dov/  was  sent  to 
Le  Boeuf.  Cochrane  wrote : I send  you  also  a Coppy  of  my  orders  to  Mr. 
Dow.”  The  erroneous  date  1763  at  the  end  may  be  explained  by  the  state  of 
Cochrane’s  health. 
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5th  You  will  keep  Coppies  of  all  letters  you  write  on  the  Kings 
Affairs,  the  most  convenient  way  will  be  to  have  a book,  this 
as  well  as  your  letters  must  be  write  with  your  own  hand,  for 
the  reasons  Already  mentioned. 

6th  You  will  keep  an  Exact  account  of  the  provisions  issued,  and 
take  care  of  the  things  committed  to  your  Charge  and  that  the 
Ammunition  be  not  wasted. 

7th  You  will  make  Returns  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Pitsburg 
of  the  24th  of  every  month,  both  of  the  strength  and  condition 
of  the  men  of  your  Garrison,  as  also  of  the  provisions  in  Store ; 
these  Returns  you  will  send  with  the  returns  from  Presqu’isle. 

8th  You  will  review  at  least  once  a week  the  arms.  Ammunition  and 
Necessaries  of  the  men  under  your  command  and  take  care 
nothing  is  made  away  with,  and  that  the  Arms  are  in  good  order. 

9th  Your  mens  Ammunition  is  to  be  kept  compleated  to  12  rounds 

10th  You  are  to  review  the  Arms  of  All  men  going  on  Party  as  Also 
their  Ammunition,  taking  from  them  what  Ammunition  they 
can’t  conveniently  keep  dry. 

11th  You  will  see  your  men  Mess  regularly  and  take  good  care  of 
their  cloths. 

12th  You  are  carefully  to  avoid  all  Quarrels  with  the  Indians,  treating 
them  civily. 

Presqu’  isle  Sep[tembe]r  28th,  1763  [ !] 


GUY  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  187] 


Presqu:  Isle  the  l[st]  October  1761 
Sir 

I receiv’d  yours  of  the  18th,  I have  sent  you  the  returns  of  provisions 
in  store  at  Le  Boeuff ; to  the  twenty  fourth  of  September,  and  the 
returns  of  the  men  that  were  employed  in  Battoing  from  Le  Boeuff  to 
Venango.  I have  received  orders  from  Capt  Cochrane  acquainting  me 
that  It  was  your  orders  that  I should  releive  him ; that  he  had  got 
Liberty  from  you  to  be  absent ; he  sent  down  Mr  Dow  the  next  day  to 
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relieve  me.  I shall  take  care  to  do  every  thing  that  leys  in  my  power 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  I shall  send  the  returns  down  regular 
every  month. 

* * * * 

Sir  William  Johnson^'  arrived  here  yesterday  in  his  way  to  Albany; 
stayed  all  night,  set  out  in  the  morning ; I have  not  sent  the  returns  for 
the  twenty  fo[u]rth  as  Capt  Cochrane  told  me  as  the  twenty  fourth  was 
past  he  would  send  them  himselfe.  I have  nothing  more  to  write  you 
at  this  present  time 

I am 
Sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv[an]t 

T.  Guy 


SCHLOSSER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  215] 

Presqu’  Isle  8ber  24th  1761 

Sir: 

I give  Notice  by  this,  of  my  arrivaP®  here  on  the  21st  Instant,  to 
replace  in  his  Comand  Captain  Cochran,  who  is  gone  to  Oswege  for 
his  Health  and  will  apparently  go  to  Albany.  Mr.  Gay  whom  I found 
Comanding  here  is  returned  to  his  Post  at  Leboeuf.  Mr  Dow  who  was 
gone  to  comand  at  Leboeuf  during  Mr.  Gay’s  absence  fell  very  Sick 
there,  and  the  Doctor  having  in  Same  time  the  Gout  and  being  not  in  a 
Condition  to  go  See  him,  he  made  himself  bring  here  Some  Days  before 
my  arrival. 

I join  you  also  the  Returns  of  the  Garrison,  Stores  and  Provisions  by 
which  you  will  See  the  poor  Condition  we  are  in,  in  regard  to  Flouer, 
I was  obligd  to  come  here  without  anny  except  the  Provision  for  the 
voyage  and  I am  not  Sure  if  my  Corporal  who  is  yet  at  Niagara  with 
a Battau  for  flouer  will  bring  Some.  Oswego  Niagara  &c  are  in  the 
Same  Situation,  the  Reason  they  Say  is,  that  the  bringing  of  Provision 

“ Johnson  had  been  to  Detroit  for  a council  with  the  Indians. 

“ Captain  Schlosser  came  from  Niagara. 
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from  Albany  &c  was  Stopt,  in  the  exspection  of  that  who  was  to  com 
from  England  by  the  Way  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  but  non  being 
arrived  and  the  want  of  it  being  reported  from  everywhere,  they  were 
obligd  to  let  it  come  from  Albany  again,  which  gos  on  so  tediously, 
that  I am  afrayd,  the  Communication  will  be  impracticable,  before  any 
Quantity  can  be  send  to  Niagara  and  from  thense  brought  here.  There- 
fore I would  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  would  wreit  to  Leboeuf  where 
there  is  Some,  to  assist  me  with  it,  in  a case  of  Necessity  and  when 
my  battaus  brings  none.  I send  in  2 Day  an  other  Battau  to  Niagara 
for  flouer  &c  which  will  be  Surely  the  last  of  this  year. 

As  Mr  Gay  told  me,  you  had  desired  him,  to  Send  Some  Flouer  to 
Sandusky,  but  this  not  done  yet.  I have  Send  a battau  this  morning 
with  four  Barrels  containing  829  lb  flouer.  I hope  they  will  Soon  ar- 
rive as  the  weather  is  favourable  to  them,  Mr  Gay  will  return  me  the 
Flouer. 

Permit  me  Sir  to  join  here  the  Respectful  Complements  of  our  Gen- 
tlemen to  you  and  your  officers. 

I am  with  Respect 
Sir 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  SCHLOSSER 
Capt : 1st  B : A : R : 


[Second]  P.  S : I vergot  to  tell  you  that  meyn  and  the  officer’s  lodings 
are  in  a very  bat  Condition  for  the  Winter,  it  is  most  impossible  to 
Stay  in  them  without  a gread  Reparation,  the  littel  bastions  are  not 
logeable  at  all,  and  was  it  not  for  the  want  of  artificer  and  every 
necessary  thing  I would  make  them  good,  but  then  the  loupholes  must 
be  Shut  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  defence  and  there  must  be 
bords  to  cover  the  uper  Part,  all  this  cost  hands  and  pay  for  the  work- 
men ; I would  Still  find  means,  if  Capt : Gordon  could  assure  me  Some 
money  for  the  Sawers  &c : I would  be  verry  much  obliged  to  you  to 
Speaik  to  him  about  it,  I will  in  the  between  time  begin  to  work  what 
I can.  the  time  permits  me  not  to  wreit  to  him  for  it. 

J.  SCHLOSSER 
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PROCLAMATION 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21657,  f.  26] 

PROCLAMATION 

By  Henry  Bouquet  Esqr;  Colonel  of  Foot  and  Commanding  at  Fort 

Pitt  and  Dependencies — 

Whereas  by  a Treaty  held  at  Fast  Town  in  the  year  1750,  and  since 
ratified  by  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  The  Country  to  the  West  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  is  allowed  to  the  Indians  for  their  Hunting  Ground 
and  as  it  is  of  the  Highest  Importance  to  His  Majesty’s  Service,  the 
preservation  of  the  Peace  and  a good  understanding  with  the  Indians, 
to  avoid  giving  them  any  Just  cause  of  Complaint,  this  is  therefore  to 
forbid  any  of  His  Majesty’s  Subjects  to  Settle  or  Hunt  to  the  West  of 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  on  any  Pretence  whatsoever,  unless  such  Per- 
sons have  obtained  leave  in  Writing  of  the  General  or  the  Governor’s 
of  their  Provinces  Respectively  and  produced  the  same  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 

And  all  the  Officers  and  Non-Commissioned  Officers  Commanding  at 
the  Several  Posts  Erected  in  that  part  of  the  Country  for  the  Protection 
of  the  Trade  are  hereby  Ordered  to  Seize  or  cause  to  be  seized  any  of 
his  Majesty’s  Subjects  who  without  the  above  Authority  should  pre- 
tend after  the  publication  hereof  to  settle  or  Hunt  upon  the  Said  Lands, 
and  to  send  them  with  their  Horses  and  Effects  to  Fort  Pitt,  There  to 
be  Tryed  and  Punished  according  to  the  Nature  of  their  offence  by  the 
Sentence  of  a Court  Martial. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Fort  Pitt 
this  Thirtieth  Day  of  October  1761. 

H.  Bouquet 


CARRE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  230] 

Venango  Nov[embe]r  5th  1761. 
Sir 

I received  your  favour  of  15th  October  by  Custologa  and  am  sorry 
that  you  have  been  troubled  with  a Complaint  with  so  little  reason ; 
Since  I came  to  this  place,  I always  made  it  my  particular  Study  to 
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use  all  Indians  who  resorted  here  as  well  as  possible,  Nor  do  I recollect 
but  one  Instance  of  an  Indian  being  in  the  least  insulted ; which  was  one 
Shamokin  Daniel,  who  received  a Blow  from  a Soldier,  but  so  far  was 
he  from  not  obtaining  redress,  that,  (Conscious  of  his  being  partly  in 
the  wrong)  he  came  several  times  to  me  with  Mr.  Hutchins  and  beg’d 
that  the  Soldier  might  be  pardoned,  which  at  last  I consented  to. 

Any  bad  usage  they  may  have  received  from  Mr.  Patterson  is  intirely 
unknown  to  me,  but  I have  recommended  to  him  and  the  other  Traders 
to  give  no  cause  of  Complaint  for  the  future  at  their  Peril. 

I am 
Sir 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  and  most  h[um]ble  Serv[an]t 

S.  C.  Carre 


CARRE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  257] 

Venango  Nov[embe]r  26th  1761 
Sir 

I wrote  you  the  20th  inst[an]t.  I take  this  opportunity  to  send  the 
Monthly  Returns  which  are  inclosed. 

Understanding  from  Custaloga’s  Son  (who  was  here  yesterday)  that 
his  Father  had  never  spoke  to  his  young  men  about  bringing  Meat,  and 
that  they  are  all  gone  a hunting  a great  way  above  the  Town,  I bought 
200  lb  of  Venison  at  2 d a pound  from  some  Indians  who  came  acci- 
dentally, and  I make  no  doubt  but  we  will  be  almost  constantly  supplied 
with  wild  meat  during  the  hunting  Season,  when  they  know  that  it  will 
be  bought  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison,  but  I believe  I shall  be  obliged  to 
Pay  for  it  here,  as  those  Indians  who  have  no  occasion  to  go  to  Pitts- 
burg will  not  be  satisfied  with  Certificates 

I am 
Sir 

Your  most  Ob[edien]t  H[um]ble  Serv[an]t 

S.  C.  Carre 
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i SCHLOSSER  TO  BOUQUET 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21647,  f.  292] 

! PresqueTsle  December  24th  1761 

. Sir 

I I send  you  inclosed  the  monthly  Return  of  this  Garrison,  and  also 

the  Returns  of  the  Stores  here,  and  as  I acquainted  you  in  my  preced- 
ing, that  the  29  Barrels  saved  flour  were  as  yet  at  14  Milles  from  here 
and  that  I dit  not  know  when  the  Weather  would  permit  me  to  bring 
it  in,  I must  now  tell  you,  that  on  the  8th  inst[an]t,  the  Weather  and 
the  Lake  being  a littel  quaiet,  I had  the  good  fortune  to  get  it  safe  in  in 
. two  Trips,  which  was  the  more  happy  as  the  neight  between  the  8th 

and  9th  Inst  [an]  d the  Lake  frost  up,  and  I am  Sure  I would  not  have 
' got  it  in  later. 

F,  I have  preyd  you  in  my  former  letter,  to  pay  us  some  Garden  Seed, 

I and  to  send  it  up  so  soon  as  you  can,  I repeat  it  here  again,  and  I am 

[ willing  with  all  my  Heart  to  pay  for,  as  we  other  w'eis  would  be  reducet 

j to  eat  Pork  along,  so  well  in  the  Somer,  as  we  do  now.  The  different 

I sorts  of  it  are  as  follows.  Cabush  Seed,  Torneps  do.  Garrets  do  Beeds 

« Persilly,  Cellery,  Time  and  Oignons.^^ 

t I wrote  in  the  beginning  of  this  Month  to  Capt : Gordon  and  preyd 

I him,  to  send  me  some  Nails,  when  he  has  an  opportunity  as  there  is  not 

I only  allweis  Some  Thing  to  make  or  to  mend,  but  having  no  Place 

; where  to  dress  our  Victuals  the  littel  Chemnys  in  the  Bastion  being  too 

I dangerous  to  catsh  fire,  and  soo  I was  intendet  to  build  a Kitchin  for 

us,  I have  all  the  other  materials  upon  the  Spot  allready.  I would  be 
oblidged  to  you  if  you  would  remaind  it  to  him,  I take  this  opportunity 
1 to  wish  you  Sir  and  all  our  Gentlemen  a happy  and  Joyfull  Newyear, 

I hope  you  will  belive  me  to  be  with  Respect 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  ScHLOSSER 


" Cabbage,  turnip,  carrot,  beet,  parsley,  celery,  thyme,  and  onion  seeds. 


IX.  THE  YEAR  BEFORE  THE  STORM 


The  year  1762  followed  the  pattern  of  the  previous  year.  An  in- 
creasing insolence  marked  the  attitude  of  the  Indians  and  their 
demands  upon  the  posts  for  food.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  adequate 
food  supplies  for  the  garrisons  precluded  the  habitual  supplying  of  pro- 
visions to  the  Indians.  This  increased  their  restlessness,  and  their  dis- 
content found  various  methods  of  expression.  But  these  occasional 
signs  of  Indian  hostility  were  not  taken  very  seriously. 

For  the  most  part,  repairs,  gardening,  and  supplies  still  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  commanders.  A lack  of  much  needed  materials  un- 
doubtedly impeded  the  progress  of  the  repairs,  contributing  to  the 
discomfort  of  the  garrisons,  and  the  vulnerability  of  the  forts.  Two 
years  after  it  was  built,  the  gate  and  doors  of  Fort  Venango  still  lacked 
hinges.  Since  the  gardens  added  valuable  variety  to  the  food  supplies, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  much  stress  was  placed  on  the  requests  for  seeds. 

The  problem  of  transporting  a sufficiency  of  provisions  to  these 
isolated  posts  over  poor  roads  and  uncertain  waterways  subject  to 
changeable  weather  conditions  led  to  a reduction  in  the  size  of  the 
garrisons.  In  February,  Amherst  and  Bouquet  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  both  Venango  and  Presque  Isle  could  be  safely  held  by  smaller 
forces.  The  diminished  garrisons  were  entrusted  to  officers  of  lesser 
rank.  The  consequences  of  this  step  were  apparent  in  the  following 
year,  when  the  garrisons  proved  inadequate  for  the  defense  of  their 
posts. 

There  was  a frequent  change  in  commanders ; so  frequent  that  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  keep  track  of  them.  In  May,  Lieutenant  Francis 
Gordon  replaced  Carre  at  Venango,  while  Lieutenant  Dow  replaced 
Captain  Schlosser  at  Presque  Isle.  A month  later.  Ensign  Christie  suc- 
ceeded Dow.  In  October,  Ensign  Price  relieved  Lieutenant  Guy  at 
Le  Boeuf.  Gordon,  Price,  Christie,  these  were  the  last  commanders 
of  the  English  posts  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 

SCHLOSSER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  13] 

PresquTsle  Jan  : 24th  1762 
Sir 

I Send  you  inclosed  the  Monthly  Return  of  this  Garrison  as  also 
the  Returns  of  Stores  at  PresquTsle  and  acquaint  you  in  the  mean  Time 
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that  the  Comissary  of  Provisions  having  acquainted  me,  that  the  Porck 
Barrels  had  never  their  full  weight,  but  there  was  a great  Deficiency 
in  each  Barrel,  I sendet  an  officer  in  Store  to  See  open  the  Barrels 
and  to  observe  if  they  were  all  full,  and  I got  Repport  that  notwith- 
standing they  were  full,  there  was  allweis  a deficiency  of  between  20  to 
40  lb  and  more  in  each  . . . 

Since  6 Days  the  Intranchement  being  dumbled  Down  by  the  Thaw 
Weather,  and  as  I kno  not  what  to  do  with  it,  if  it  must  be  repaired, 
and  in  what  way,  so  be  So  good  as  to  Send  me  an  order  about  it,  I have 
acquainted  Capt : BassetP-  of  it  in  the  mean  time  and  have  proposed  my 
Daughts  about  it,  but  as  this  Way  would  requaire  more  Men  than  I 
have,  I must  leave  it  to  you  two. 

I am  extremly  impatient  for  news,  having  not  a Worth  [word]  from 
Fort  Pitt  Since  I am  here  notwithstanding  the  great  Quantity  of  letters 
I have  Send  there,  I suppose  the  Shnew  and  bat  Weather  has  obstructed 
the  Correspondents,  I wish  we  had  the  Spring  again,  we  are  so  miser- 
able here,  that  I have  never  in  all  my  leif  Seen  a Soldier  actual  in  Ser- 
vice Suffer  So  much  by  want,  as  We  Suffer  all  here  without  Distinction, 
We  have  no  Kint  of  fresh,  nor  Veneson  nor  fish,  nothing  to  hound 
[hunt],  and  that  we  would  Suffer  with  Patience,  but  the  Porck  is  so  bat 
that  nor  officers  nor  Men  can  eat  it,  and  I am  afreyd  it  will  bring  con- 
sequences, I Self  leif  Since  more  than  17  Weeks  up  flower  and  peace 
Soup  and  eat  no  Kint  of  meat  but  a littel  bear’s  meat  on  Christmess. 
We  have  Still  plenty  to  drinck  and  That  is  I think  what  Kips  us  in 
Health  and  the  Bread  which  is  tollerably  good.  I repeat  again  here 
my  Solicitation  for  garden  Seed  and  Shindel  Nails,  of  which  I have 
spoake  in  my  two  former  letters,  our  Gentlemen  joins  with  me  their 
Compliment  to  you  and  all  our  Gentlemen  at  Pittsburgh.  I am  with 
Respect 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J.  SCHLOSSER 

Capt;  of  the  1st  B.  R.  A.  R. 


‘ Bassett,  the  engineer  who  built  Fort  Presque  Isle. 


234 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


SCHLOSSER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  45] 


Sir! 


PresquTsle  Febr[uary]  24th  1762 


I receved  the  Favour  of  yours  of  the  5th  Jan.  on  the  10th  February, 
I am  very  glad  that  your  ordres  are  So  Conform  tho  [to]  my  Preceding, 
then  as  I could  not  Stay  for  your  ordres  with  beginning  Some  Thing, 
and  my  Ideas  being  not  contrary  to  the  Defence,  I setted  imediatly  to 
worck,  to  cut  in  Windows  in  each  Room,  and  to  shutt  up  the  openings 
with  shutters  6 Inches  thick,  which  I had  ready  with  the  hinches  Hoocks 
&c  before  I begun,  but  I would  not  speeck  of  [it]  in  my  Letters  out  [of] 
fear  to  be  desaprouved,  after  that  I Sendet  for  Grass  to  the  Island  and 
mixing  with  Clay,  I shutted  up  the  long  Loopholes  in  such  a menner, 
that  it  Kipt  of  the  bat  Weather,  and  could  still  serve  for  the  Defence 
in  poushing  it  out  with  the  Barrels  of  the  Firelocks  or  Some  Thing  else. 
I have  also  buld  immediately  a littel  Bett  Chamber  behind  the  House 
who  was  buld  by  you,  over  which  I found  means  to  lay  a Floor;  Mr 
Dow’s^  and  Vanhulstes  Houses,  were  cross’d  with  Timber  above,  and 
leyd  with  Clapboards,  charged  with  Grass  and  Clay  mixd,  all  this  we 
payd  we  self  the  men  for,  but  as  to  the  soldiers,  I could  not  mend  the 
uper  f[l]oor,  by  which  they  have  souffered  some  what  and  do  so  yet, 
which  since  your  orders,  I have,  sett  the  Carpenters,  Axmen  and  Sawers 
to  worck,  they  allready  fail’d  14  Threes  and  squard  some  of  them,  they 
are  obligd  to  leav  of[f]  for  the  batnes  of  the  Weather,  till  it  changes 
again ; so  soon  I have  Somme  board  a little  seasond,  I shall  ley  the 
Floors  over  the  3 Bastion,  they  want  no  lining  with  Bricks,  neither  on 
the  in  nor  outseyde,  I shall  cork  the  small  Intervalls  of  the  Loggs,  with 
such  thing  as  Necessity  can  Suggest  me,  only  some  Glass  would  be 
usefull  I thinck,  to  macke  the  6 Window’s  of  the  officers,  36  Pan’s 
would  be  enogh  for  them  all.  This  done  I shall  reise  to  uper  and  lower 
floors,  fill  the  Bodem  of  the  Lower  with  Gravel,  and  after  Plancks  are 
planed  on  the  seydes,  I shall  ley  first  the  Lower  and  then  the  uper  Floor, 
so  far  as  the  seasond  Plancks  will  reach,  the  remainder  I shall  cover 
with  a Sufficient  Quantity  new  ones,  and  let  them  season  enough  Before 
I let  them  [neilfast],  which  can  be  donne  in  Some  time  in  the  Somer; 
when  the  sawyers,  can  fournish  Bords  and  the  time  will  permit,  I will 
also  ley  a floor  over  the  uper  Rooms,  but  to  [do]  this  or  a part  of  it  a 


’ Ensign  Archibald  Dow  was  second  in  command. 
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great  deal  Neils  will  be  required;  I shall  also  wreit  with  the  1st  oppor- 
tunity to  Major  Walters  for  Some  Lime,  as  I know,  there  is  some  at 
littel  Niagara,  the  four  Hearths  of  the  uper  Chimneys  with  their  arches 
being  Sunck,  and  some  Bricks  fallen  out,  the  ovens  wanting  mending, 
I can  repair  it  all  when  I have  Lime  who  is  better  a great  Deal  as  Clay, 
and  some  Bricks  which  we  must  make  we  Selves,  no  Tabel  nor  moulds 
&c.  has  been  Seen  here,  the  Comissary  told  me,  the  Pensilvanians  had 
bornd  [burned]  them,  as  likewise  the  Houses  of  the  out  Seyde  of  the 
Intrenchments,  but  I shall  easily  make  new  Tools  for  that  use.  I belive 
I have  most  all  the  Tools  required  for  bulding  new  Batt:  and  mending 
the  old  ones,  but  another  Wipsaw  would  not  be  a Superfluity,  as  one 
from  here  with  other  Tools  has  been  Send  to  Detroit  the  most  part 
of  the  Tools  heve  been  incredibly  neglected  and  ruined  before  my 
comming  here;  you  will  see  by  my  Repport  of  the  24th  Jan;  in  what 
Condition  I am  with  Batteaux  and  that  this  Post  can  not  do  without  at 
least  two  new  Batteaux  beseydes  the  mendet  ones,  wherefore  a ship 
Carpenter  wdth  the  necessary  Pitch,  Aucum  [oakum]  &c:  is  highly 
necessary  as  soon  as  possible,  I shall  have  the  Boards,  Knees  &c : ready 
against  their  arrival;  I am  intendet  to  Send  to  Niagara  for  Provision 
about  the  26th  of  April  one  Batteau  and  a ships  Boad,  which  to  gather 
can  load  about  25  Barrels  (without  any  thing  for  the  officers:)  and 
requires  14  Men,  all  the  Rest  of  the  Batteaux  and  wheele-Boads  [whale 
boats]  are  good  for  nothing,  and  I am  told  they  are  condemned  allready. 
I have  indeed  neglected  to  mention  the  Mens  Return  from  Sandusky, 
as  their  not  coming  back  is  not  an  article  to  be  pass’d  onder  Silence  in  a 
Report  being  a News  too  important,  I tought  it  would  be  understood, 
that  they  are  Save  back. 

I Send  you  inclosed  the  Monthly  Return  of  this  Garrison  with  the 
Returns  of  Provisions  and  Tools.  I wreit  you  nothing  about  the 
tumbling  down  of  a great  deal  of  the  Intrenchment  having  done  it  in 
my  precedent,  I am  in  no  doubt  the  Remainder  of  it  will  do  the  same 
with  the  first  Thaw  w'eather,  I expect  an  antswer  upon  that  Point, 
otherweis  I shall  see  how  to  do  best,  as  your  Innondation  at  Pittsburg, 
must  indubitably  depreive  me  of  the  assistance  of  Men  or  horses,  which 
I have  proposed  to  Capt:  Basset  We  are  extremly  bat  of[f]  with 
Victuals,  our  Porck  is  exceedingly  bat,  I can  not  conceive  how  the  Men 
can  preserve  their  Lives  and  Health  as  feu  can  eat  it,  no  Venison  of 
anny  Kint,  no  Fishes  and  no  Relief  to  Expect,  except  by  the  Raven 
which  (:  only  in  a different  Case:)  brought  fresh  meat  to  Elias,  so 
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that  we  can  be  only  cured  by  Patience,  as  we  are  at  least  providet  with 
Things  enough  to  drinck.  Please  to  forward  the  inclosed  letters  and 
to  belive  me  to  be  with  Respect 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

J ; SCHLOSSER 


PITCHER  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,1.  269] 


Sir 


[Presquile  26th  July  1762] 


I pleasure  myself  this  will  find  you,  and  all  the  Gentlemen  with  you 
well, 

After  thanking  you  for  the  Civilities  that  I received  at  Fort  Pitt,  and 
the  assistance  you  gave  me  for  my  Journey;  which  has  not  been  very 
agreeable  since  I left  you.  I must  tell  you  I arrived  at  Presquile  on 
Sunday  the  twenty  fifth  at  noon  where  I found  two  Batteau,  arrived 
with  Provisions  from  Niagaria,  and  was  to  have  return’d  last  Satterday 
but  the  wind  was  to[o]  Boisterous  on  the  Lake. 

The  first  Evening  after  I left  you,  I found  at  the  Place  we  intended 
to  Encamp,  the  Warriors,  with  their  Prisoner  and  Scalps,  which  obliged 
me  to  move  a mile  further  on,  after  I had  pass’d  their  Encampm[en]t 
I found  one  of  my  Bagage  Horses,  with  Smith  and  my  Servant  did  not 
come  up,  on  which  I turn’d  back,  and  found  it  surrounded  by  the  In- 
dians, one  holding  the  Horse  by  the  Nose,  others  busy  with  the  Bagage, 
so  soon  as  they  saw  me  coming,  two  of  them  came  off  to  meet  me,  on 
which  I had  recourse  to  my  Pistols,  and  should  certainly  have  rid  over 
them,  if  they  had  not  got  out  of  my  way,  on  my  comeing  a full  Gallop, 
I ordered  them  in  a very  Angry  tone  to  desist  imediately,  and  quit  the 
Horse  and  Bagage ; on  which  they  all  stood  amazed  I again  ordered 
them  imediately  to  quit  their  hold  which  they  did,  I then  very  Angryly 
reprimanded.  Smith  and  my  man  for  not  calling  to  me ; When  those 
Rascals  stop’d  them,  ordered  them  imediately  to  drive  on.  I then  espied 
the  white  man  amongst  them,  I ask’d  him  the  Reason  of  their  Stoping 
my  Horse,  and  Plundering  my  Bagage ; he  told  me  they  wanted  Meal, 
I ordered  him  to  tell  them,  that  they  did  not  behave  like  Brothers  and 
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Friends,  but  Robbers,  that  if  they  had  not  imediately  desisted,  I should 
certainly  have  kill’d  some  of  them,  and  advis’d  them  never  to  do  the  like 
again,  for  if  they  did,  they  would  certainly  bring  their  Nation  into  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  my  Bagage  Horse  by  this  time  was  out  of  sight, 
I left  them,  and  proceeded,  A Mile  further,  and  Encamp’d,  it  growing 
late  in  the  Evening:  while  I was  pitching  my  Tent  one  of  the  Warrors 
appear’d,  came  down  the  Hill  to  Us,  View’d  the  Bagage;  I pretended 
to  be  very  Angry  at  the  usage  I had  rec[eiv]ed  from  them,  he  stay’d 
but  a few  minuits  and  left  me,  but  kep’t  me  on  the  Watch  all  night,  I 
then  wish’d  I had  a larger  Escort,  but  heard  no  more  of  them,  as  they 
had  loosened  the  Bagage,  the  Bag,  wherein  was  the  biscuit,  Letters, 
and  Watch  Mr.  Bailey  gave  me,  to  carry  to  Niagara  &ca  fell  off  the 
Horse  into  the  run  of  water,  which  spoild  the  Biscuit,  but  dry’d  the 
Letters,  Watch  &ca  as  well  as  I could. 

The  rest  of  the  Journey  no  Accident,  but  Horse  I rode  lost  one  of  his 
fore  shoes,  which  obliged  me  to  Walk  about  Forty  Miles  their  being  no 
Smith  at  Le  Boeuf,  and  by  traveling  has  lost  so  much  of  his  Hoof  that 
the  Smith  said,  he  could  not  fix  a Shoe  strong  enough  on,  to  last  him 
down  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  him  remain  here,  till  his  hoof 
was  grown  out.  (Mr.  Christie®  has  promised  me  to  take  care  of  him, 
and  send  him  down.) 

All  is  well  at  the  Posts  I came  through,  the  Block  House  here  is 
well  laid  out,  but  the  Chimneys  are  droping  down  for  want  of  Morter 
to  place  the  Bricks  in.  I have  no  occasion  to  tell  you  the  badness  of 
the  Roads.  I don’t  learn  any  News  from  Niagaria,  but  a Confirmation 
of  Maj[o]r  Walter’s  removal  and  intends  leaving  Niagaria  the  first 
Sloop,  Major  Wilkins  to  relieve  him,  till  Maj[o]r  Gladwfin^  returns, 
who  is  going  on  an  Exped[itio]n ; you  have  my  hearty  Wishes  for  your 
welfare  and  am  with  great  truth 

Sir 

Your  most  obed[ient]  and  Humble  Serv[an]t 

Ja  Pitcher 

Presquile  26t[h]  July  1762 
Compliments  to  all  the  Gentlemen 

* Ensign  John  Christie  was  again  the  commander  at  Presque  Isle.  Captain  Schlos- 
ser  returned  to  Niagara  in  May,  leaving  Ensign  Dow  in  charge.  Christie  re- 
placed Dow  in  June. 

‘ Major  Henry  Gladwin  went  to  Detroit. 
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FRANCIS  GORDON®  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  283] 

[Venango,  August  1,  1762] 
Sir 

I Rece[i]v[e]d  yours  by  Mr  Pitcher  the  19th  July  in  his  way  to 
Presque  Isle  he  left  this  the  22d  in  his  way  here  mete  the  Mengo  War- 
riers  About  20  Mills  from  Fort  Pitt,  one  of  his  Baggage  Horses  was 
Stopte  by  them,  and  they  were  About  plundering  the  Same  he  being  a 
litle  in  the  front  Heard  it  road  back  with  his  Pistoles,  &ca.,  and  Obligd 
them  to  quit  the  Horse,  and  very  fortunatly  lost  Only  a Small  Kege 
with  a litle  Rume  that  they  had  Cute  from  Smiths  Shulder  befor  he 
got  up  to  them  and  Rune  into  the  Woods  with  it. 

I was  extremly  happy  in  his  Comp  [an]  y:  he  was  very  Agreable  and 
Cherefull  and  told  me  Offen  his  Storrie  of  bulleing  the  Indians  I 
regreat  [e]d  Much,  that  having  leve  from  you  to  go  to  Presqu  Isle, 
with  Mr  Pitcher,  the  Warriers  did  not  Come  hire  to  the  25th  which 
prevented  Me  from  Seeing  my  friends  and  embresing  your  kind  Offer 
I thret[ene]d  the  Warriers  for  ther  behaveour  to  Mr  Pitcher  There 
Answer  was  that  they  had  no  provisions,  that  they  had  got  non  at  Fort 
Pitt,  they  were  hungrey  and  killed  no  game,  they  intended  no  herme  to 
him  only  wanted  a little  floure  for  ther  Sick  Prisoner,  and  Offered  me 
the  Kage  they  had  taken.  I gave  them  a little  prov[is]ions  on  there 
promising  they  would  never  be  gilty  of  like  Again  and  I Ordered  them 
to  March  off  imediatly  which  they  dide 

Wetherspune  and  three  othere  Granadiers  when  here  Carreed  a 
Cannue  Off  from  this  Post,  it  was  left  here  in  Care  of  Patterson  by  ane 
Indian,  when  Mr  Patterson  left  this  he  left  it  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison 
to  Carrie  Wood  as  the  River  was  very  lo  and  the  Batto  Could  not  be 
employed  in  that  way,  It  was  by  Neglect  let  go  Adrift,  and  was  taken 
up  by  Cap[tai]n  Schlosser  four  Mills  from  this  place  and  fesned  it  to  a 
Tree  from  which  the  Granadiers  Carried  her  off.  They  knew  all  this 
and  told  Sume  of  the  mene  that  they  did  not  mind  here  beloning  to  the 
Garrison  I hire  [hear]  they  have  Sold  hir  at  Fort  Pitt,  when  I was 
going  to  Send  for  hir,  the  Indians  told  me  She  was  Carried  off  by  the 


‘Lieutenant  Francis  Gordon  succeeded  Carre  as  commander  of  Fort  Venango,  in 
May  1762. 
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Soldiers,  She  Must  be  payed  for,  the  Indians  Aske  £3  from  Patterson 
for  hir.  I think  it  is  great  Insolence  of  the  Soldiers,  and  if  this  Allowed 
to  Pase,  what  most  we  not  expect  from  the  Indians.  I wrot  C[aptain] 
Barnsley®of  it  he  was  So  kind  not  to  take  Any  maner  of  notise  of  it  in 
his  last  letter  to  Me.  If  the  Same  gange  Comes  this  way  Again  I per- 
haps may  give  them  a Memorandom. 

I have  Seen  Mr  Guys  Acc[oun]ts.  I belive  they  are  as  well  Drawn 
up  as  Sircomstances  will  permit  I believe  he  has  been  verry  Neglectful! 
in  Setting  Down  his  Issuings. 

Mr  Pitcher  when  here  was  Much  Surprissed  to  See  the  Grate  Gate 
and  one  of  the  Doors  of  the  Block  house  laying  in  the  Arrea  of  the  fort 
not  Putt  up  for  want  of  Hinges,  and  he  Mad[e]  me  promis  him  I would 
Aquant  you  of  it.  I have  sent  at  Mr.  Christies  Request  a mane  from 
this  Post  to  Asiste  his  Servant  to  Carrie  up  Sume  Cowes  to  Presqu 
Isle  as  he  says  he  has  not  to  [two]  Mene  in  the  Garrison. 


I am 


Your  Most  Humble  Ser[van]t 


Venango  the  1st  Aug  [us]  t 1762. 


Fra[nci]s  Gordon 


FRANCIS  GORDON  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  325] 

[Venango,  18th  August  1762] 
Sir 

I Receivd  the  favour  of  yours  by  the  Serj[ean]t  with  100  Sheep  your 
Agreeable  Satisfactury  Answer  Concerning  the  Canue  &c  gave  me  great 
Pleasure  As  to  the  Doore  Gate  of  the  Fort  I have  examined  the  Hinges 
in  Store,  they  are  too  small  for  that  purpos,  the  Doore  of  the  block 
house  I think  it  would  be  necessary  to  Send  a Hinge  for  it,  it 
Hase  only  one  hinge  above  and  one  Iron  pinttle  in  bottom  that  runes 
in  the  under  part  of  the  frame  of  the  Doore  which  is  here.  The  Gate 
of  the  Breast  Work  is  not  finished  and  I have  no  carpenter  in  the  Gar- 
rison, I believe  it  is  not  of  great  consequence. 


' Captain  Thomas  Barnsley  was  at  Fort  Pitt. 


240 


WILDERNESS  CHRONICLES 


the  breast  work,  is  falling  down  and  is  not  of  great  Serves  [service] 
as  I have  not  men  to  Man  it ; there  is  no  bolt  for  the  Door’s  I have 
leveled  the  insid  of  the  Fortt  and  filled  up  the  vacanceys  round  the 
block  House,  which  Conveyed  Watter  into  the  Sellor  Magazine  the 
Serj  [eanjt  I have  got  is  no  better  than  ane  old  woman,  keepes  no  Com- 
mand, over  the  Soldiers  there  is  but  five  mene  or  Six  at  most  that  is 
fite  for  the  Batto  Servis  the  rest  is  Small  not  the  strenth  of  a Cate. 
They  are  eternally  Grumling,  and  has  descontent  painted  in  there  faces 
I have  been  obliged  to  emply  my  stick  which  is  very  desagreable  to  me, 
they  have  all  wore  out  a p[ai]r  of  shoes  that  came  up  by  watter  and  is 
likely  to  wear  out  a great  many  with  the  frequent  expresses  both  up  and 
downe,  together  with  the  Batto  serves  and  truble  with  the  Indians  I 
most  think  this  post  the  hardest  duty  on  this  Communecation  and  re- 
quire Stronge  Stout  Soldiers  lik  my  last  Garisson. 

they  have  hinted  offin  that  the  Grandiers  has  Rume  at  Fort  Pitt  and 
has  not  nay  the  fatige  and  weres  out  live  necessary  then  they  Do.  I 
believe  a very  small  quantity  of  Rume  would  be  of  great  serves,  as  I am 
sertain  the  men  would  be  helthy  with  it  and  flatered  myselfe  that  I 
should  be  very  happy  with  my  new  Garreson  but  I am  very  much  desa- 
point[e]d  and  everything  has  a Glumee  Aspect.  The  Warriers  was 
here  this  Day  Aplayed  for  Provision  after  they  understude  they  could 
get  any  they  Made  Atempes  on  the  Sheep  which  was  housed ; they  ware 
Detected  they  Afterwards  before  my  very  face  Tesed  one  two  horses 
of  M.  Patterson  and  semed  bent  for  Meschife  I soon  made  them  quit 
them  and  make  there  eskepe  they  met  with  the  party  from  Le  Boeuf 
felt  there  Napcesks  for  Provesions,  found  non  and  let  them  eskip  with- 
out furder  molestation  I cane  manage  Sutch  parties  very  well  if  there 
was  no  larger  Came  this  way  and  if  my  Garreson  is  at  home  I am 
extremely  sorree  for  M.  Guy’s  fate  I hertely  wish  he  was  relived,  et  is 
a tender  Point  and  I cannot  say  any  more  on  that  subject,  I am  aff rayed 
you  will  think  me  troublesome  it  is  only  to  inform  you  of  my  situation 
that  you  may  not  expect  more  than  I cane  perform,  I shuld  be  glad  if 
you  would  Send  me  to  Le  Boeuf  when  Guy  is  relived  it  would  be  a 
Small  Change.  I have  send  his  [ ?]  Command  from  Le  Boeuf  as  they 
have  no  Shoes  is  lame  sume  of  them  sick  I have  no  Batto  at  the 
Garreson  at  Present  I hope  youl  send  me  one  soon  I have  keept 
Backer  of  Ca[p]t[ain]  Gordon  Comp[any]  and  sent  down  Rocherey 
wife  and  two  Children  which  I had  no  way  of  mentaining  here  I have 
great  Plentay  of  Hay  I got  made  in  June  and  a Small  Come  field,  the 
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Hay  is  mostly  clover  I have  a very  good  Garden  everything  in  great 
Plenty  grate  quantitys  of  Potatose  for  all  the  Garreson. 

I am  your  most  ob[edien]t  H[um]ble  Ser[van]t 


Venango  18th  Aug[us]t  1762 


Fra[nci]s  Gordon 


[P.S.].  I belive  a small  quantity  of  Provisions  given  here  to  the  Indian 

Warriers  would  satisfay  them  if  they  could  be  given  them  the  last  party 

asked  only  for  three  loves  of  bread  If  they  get  never  so  large  a quantity 

at  Fort  Pitt  they  expect  sume  here. 

I should  be  glad  to  have  your  Instructions  how  to  behave  next  time 

they  come  this  way  for  I longe  to  be  foule  of  them  reather  than  be 

keept  in  hote  watter.  ^ 

^ F.  Gordon 


FRANCIS  GORDON  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  356] 

[Venango,  19th  September  1762] 

Since  I wrot  you  last,  a party  of  36  Mingo  Warriers  at  this  Post 
Arived  the  7th  Instant,  They  According  to  Custom  Aplayed  for  Pro. 
visions,  which  I Refused,  Telling  them  I had  Non,  they  produced  a 
Certificat  from  under  Mr.  Craghans®  hand,  that  they  ware  good  friends 
to  the  Inglish,  They  Said  that  they  were  told  at  Fort  Pitt  there  was 
three  Batto  loads  of  Provision  gone  to  Venango,  and  that  whenever  they 
Shew’d  me  the  writing  of  Mr  Craghan  they  would  get  what  Provisions 
they  wanted,  they  Said  it  was  My  fault,  and  that  I told  them  lies,  I 
had  Sheep  Enoufe,  they  Stayed  four  hours,  and  was  going  to  encampe 
at  the  back  of  the  Gardon,  they  went  into  the  Corn  field.  Said  I must 
give  them  Corn  or  they  must  take  it  for  they  had  not  Eate  Any  thing 
for  Three  days  I gave  them  A little  and  I got  them  to  Decampe  After 
I had  Suthed  them  up  with  all  the  Reterick  I was  Master  of  They  told 
the  Delawars^  that  I shude  Not  Stay  longe  here  that  they  would  Come 
Soon  and  burn  the  Fort,  in  this  Agreeable  Situation  I had  only  Eight 
Men  Able  to  Carrie  Armes  five  was  gon  to  Le  Boeufe  and  four  Sick 
in  bed. 

* George  Croghan,  Deputy  Indian  Agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 

’ Either  in  a nearby  village,  or  at  Custaloga’s  Town. 
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There  was  A Mingo  encamped  a Small  Distance  from  the  Fort,  who 
had  Stole  a Riffle  from  Patterson  Sume  time  Ago  Mr  Wilkies  Man 
being  informed  by  the  Indians  that  the  Indian  had  it  with  him,  without 
letting  me  kno  Any  thing  of  his  Design  he  went  and  took  it  from  him, 
Sume  time  After  I heard  of  it  and  Secured  the  Riffle  until!  I Advised 
you  of  his  beheaviour  the  Indian  was  Much  Inraged  blaming  me  for  it, 
Mr  Wilkie  Came  hire  the  12th  Instant  with  a Conceederable  quantity 
of  goods  and  was  So  Made  fmad]  to  bring  up  50  Gallons  of  Rume. 
very  lukie  for  him  and  me  Non  of  the  Indians  knoes  Any  thing  of  it, 
on  its  Arivale  I had  every  Drop  of  it,  put  into  the  Kings  Store,  where 
it  will  remain,  untill  your  furder  Orders  Concerning  it.  he  told  me  he 
had  brought  it  up  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison,  He  is  ane  ignorant  Sillie 
Mane ; I belive  him  to  have  no  Designe  to  Sell  it  to  the  Indians — 
Joseph  Dunfln  C[aptain]  Gordons  Com[pan]y  Deserted  the  12th  Instant 
Carreing  with  him  his  Armes  a Horse  of  Mr  Wilkies  About  five  pounds 
of  the  mens  Necessarys  and  Catriges — 

He  was  followed  by  two  of  Wilkies  Young  men  on  horses  they  Could 
Not  Come  up  with  him  he  was  Seen  by  the  Indians  fifty  Mills  from 
this  on  Patterson  Road  with  the  things  Mentioned  The  Garrison  has 
been  very  Sickly  but  are  now  geting  well 

I am 


Sir 


Your  Obedient  Humble  Serv[an]t 


Venango  the  19th  Sep[tembe]r  1762. 


Fra[nci]s  Gordon 


P : S the  Indian  has  been  teasing  me  About  his  Canue 


PRICE®  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21648,  f.  418] 


Le  Boeuf  October  31st,  1762. 
Sir 

I reached  Venango  the  18th  Instant  and  was  obliged  to  leave  two 
barrels  of  Pork  and  one  of  Flower  because  the  Creek  was  too  low  to 
take  up  the  Batteaux  with  them  at  that  time.  The  19th  I rested  my 
Party  and  the  20th  Sent  them  on  proposing  to  come  by  Land  myself 
that  I might  thereby  give  Mr.  Guy  a day  or  two  to  deliver  over  the 

® Ensign  George  Price  succeeded  Guy  at  Le  Boeuf. 
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Command  and  prepare  for  his  journey  down  before  the  Batteaux  ar- 
rived: But  here  I was  near  repenting  of  what  I had  done  for  on  the 
night  of  the  226.  the  Creek  rose  so  high  I was  under  Apprehensions  of 
getting  over  which  however  I was  determined  to  attempt  having  a 
Horse  and  accordingly  reached  the  Crossings  at  noon  the  25th  where 
it  Snow’d  hard  that  afternoon  and  the  following  night : The  Creek  Still 
riseing.  On  the  26th  having  worked  hard  all  the  Morning  in  makeing 
a Raft,  I got  over  at  One  O Clock  but  could  not  cross  the  Creek  at  the 
Savannah  till  the  morning.  As  Soon  as  I came  here  I sent  your  Letter 
to  Mr.  Christie.  After  being  two  days  detaind  upon  the  road  by  the 
badness  of  the  Weather  and  deepness  of  the  Creek  the  Batteaux  arrived 
yesterday.  I believe  the  men  did  their  Duty. 

Inclosed  you  have  a Return  of  the  Garrison,  another  of  the  Amunition 
and  Tools  and  a third  of  the  Provisions  as  they  were  delivired  over  to 
me  by  Lieut  Guy  these  last  I have  no  other  account  of  than  a Copy  of 
the  Return  I have  the  honour  to  Send  to  you  I would  tho  have  weighted 
every  barrell  if  I had  had  good  Steelyards  but  those  that  here  are  fit 
for  nothing  and  I fear  in  issuing  Provisions  with  them  I Shall  not  be 
able  to  find  out  on  what  Side  the  deficiencys  will  happen  or  how  to 
make  the  propper  allowances.  Mr  Guy  tells  me  he  has  wrote  to  you 
about  this  matter  before  and  you  were  pleased  to  acquaint  him  that 
you  had  wrote  for  Some : I beg  as  a great  favor  you’ll  let  me  have  them 
as  Soon  as  possible. 

One  Postlewait  of  Capt.  Cochrans  company  having  laboured  a great 
while  under  the  Afflication  of  a very  sore  finger  and  the  prospect  of 
loosing  it  as  he  had  the  use  of  the  one  next  to  it,  I have  taken  the  liberty 
to  send  down  that  he  may  get  something  done  for  him  at  Fort  Pitt. 
Here  every  Method  has  been  taken  with  him  that  Mr  Guy  could  think 
of. 

You'll  find  the  Garrison  deficeent  in  a drummer  The  Lock  you  were 
pleased  to  order  up  I have  put  upon  the  Store  Door,  but  the  Officers 
Room  here  is  without  one;  I Should  therefore  be  obliged  to  you  if  you’ll 
Send  another  as  well  as  a Padlock  for  a Cabbage  House. 

I hope  to  do  every  thing  to  your  Satisfaction  and  for  the  good  of 
the  Service 

I am  Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient  and  Most  Humble  Serv[ant] 

G.  Price 


Z.  THE  INDIANS  BURN  THE  FORTS 


The  discontent  of  the  Indians  finally  burst  forth  in  the  general  up- 
rising of  1763.  Most  of  the  tribes  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Alleghenies  joined  in  an  almost  simultaneous  attack  on  all  the  English 
forts.  Exasperated  by  the  tactlessness  of  some  English  officers,  suffer- 
ing from  want  of  food  now  that  “presents”  were  no  longer  abundant, 
and  fearing  that  English  settlers  and  hunters  would  overrun  their  lands, 
their  hostility  was  increased  by  rumors  that  the  western  territory  had 
been  ceded  to  England  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  French  traders  in  Illinois 
may  have  encouraged  them  in  the  belief  that  the  French  would  come  to 
their  aid  if  they  resisted. 

The  war  opened  on  May  9th  with  an  attack  on  Fort  Detroit,  under 
the  shrewd  leadership  of  Pontiac,  chief  of  the  Ottawas.  The  lengthy 
siege  of  Detroit  was  the  most  dramatic  episode  of  the  war.  The  fort 
was  able  to  hold  out,  the  lone  center  of  English  power  west  of  Fort  Pitt. 

Pontiac’s  move  against  Detroit  was  the  signal  for  the  outburst  of 
Indian  wrath  which  swept  away  the  smaller  garrisons  throughout  the 
western  country.  In  western  Pennsylvania,  only  Fort  Pitt  and  the  posts 
along  Forbes’  Road  withstood  the  savage  hordes,  although  the  garrisons 
were  greatly  in  need  of  reinforcements  and  supplies.  Fort  Niagara, 
the  other  major  post,  was  not  seriously  threatened,  and  was  available 
as  a base  for  sending  help  to  the  forts  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

Fort  Presque  Isle,  probably  the  most  substantial  of  the  wilderness 
forts,  was  attacked  at  daybreak  on  June  20th.  Ensign  Christie  and  his 
men  fought  bravely  for  two  days  but  capitulated  on  the  22nd,  fearing 
a massacre. 

The  garrison  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf  fared  slightly  better.  They  escaped 
from  a rear  window  of  the  fort,  while  the  Indians  attacked  the  front. 
While  making  their  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  they  found  Fort  Venango  burned 
to  the  ground.  Its  charred  timbers  bore  mute  evidence  to  the  grim 
tragedy  which  had  overtaken  it,  and  which  was  confirmed  a short  time 
later  by  the  report  of  some  Oneida  Indians. 

The  destruction  of  these  western  forts  marked  the  end  of  the  English 
effort  to  restrain  the  Indians  by  a number  of  small  posts.  Punitive  ex- 
peditions were  sent  out,  but  the  forts  were  not  rebuilt  by  the  English. 
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INTELLIGENCE  BROUGHT  TO  FORT  PITT  BY 
MR.  COLHOON 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21649,  f.  136] 

June  1,  1763 

Tuskarawas’^  May  27th  1763,  at  4 Oclock  at  Night 

King  Beaver  with  Shingas^  Wheyondohilas,  Winginum,  Daniels,® 
and  William  Anderson,^  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares  came  and  Deliverd 
me  the  following  Intelligence  by  a string  of  Wampum. 

Brother 

Out  of  Regard  to  You,  and  the  Friendship  that  formerly  subsisted 
between  our  Grandfathers  and  the  English,  which  has  been  lately  re- 
newd  by  us.  We  come  now  to  Inform  you  with  what  News  we  have 
heard,  which  you  may  depend  upon  is  True. 

Brother 

All  the  English  at  Detroit  were  held  Ten  Days  ago,®  and  not  one 
left  alive.  At  Sandusky  all  the  white  People  there  were  kild  five  days 
ago,  being  Nineteen  in  Number,  except  the  Officer®  who  Commanded 
is  taken  prisoner  and  one  Boy  who  made  his  Escape  which  we  have  not 
heard  of.  At  the  Mouth  of  the  Twightwee  River  Hugh  Crawford^  with 
one  Boy  was  taken  Prisoner,  and  Six  Men  Kil’d.  At  the  Salt  Licks® 
we  heard  to  Day  their  was  Kil’d  five  white  Men,  five  days  ago.  We 
have  likewise  Seen  a Number  of  Tracts  On  the  road  between  this  and 
Sandusky  not  far  off,  which  we  are  sure  is  a Party  coming  to  Cutt  you, 
and  your  People  off.  But  we  have  sent  a Man  to  watch  their  Motion, 
and  request  you  may  think  of  Nothing  You  have  Here;  But  Make  the 
Best  of  your  way  to  some  Place  of  Safety ; as  we  would  not  Desire  to 
see  you  kild  in  our  Town.  Be  Careful  to  Avoid  the  Road,  and  every 

'A  settlement  of  Delawares  and  Wyandots  on  the  Tuscarawas  river  (a  branch  of 
the  Muskingum)  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  river.  It  was  near  the  inter- 
section of  three  important  trails.  After  1758,  King  Beaver  made  it  his  head- 
quarters. 

* Brother  of  King  Beaver  or  Tamaque. 

® Shamokin  Daniel,  mentioned  before. 

* Later  chief  of  the  Delawares  of  Indiana. 

° The  siege  of  Detroit  began  on  May  9. 

° Ensign  Pauly. 

’ Perhaps  Ensign  Hugh  Crawford  of  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 

“ On  the  Mahoning  river  (Ohio). 
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Part  where  Indians  Resort.  Brother  what  goods  and  other  Effects  you 
have  here,  You  nede  not  be  uneasy  Aboute  Them,  we  Assure  you,  we 
will  take  Care  and  keep  them  safe  for  six  Months,  Perhaps  by  that 
Time  we  may  see  You,  or  send  you  word  what  to  expect  from  us 
further.  And  we  know  there  is  one  white  Man  that  belongs  to  you  at 
Gueyahoeja,®  do  not  be  Concerned  for  him,  we  shall  take  Care  to  send 
him  safe  Home. 

Brother. 

We  desire  you  to  tell  George  Croghan,  and  all  your  Great  Men,  that 
They  must  not  aske  us  anything  about  this  News,  or  what  has  happened, 
as  we  are  not  at  all  Concern’d  in  it.  The  Nations  that  have  taken  up 
the  Hatchet  against  you,  are  the  Ottawas  and  Chepawas  and  when  you 
first  went  to  speak  with  these  People,  you  did  not  consult  us  upon  it. 
Therefore,  desire  you  may  not  expect  that  we  are  to  account  for  any 
Mischief  they  do,  and  what  you  want  to  know  About  this  News,  you 
must  learn  by  the  same  Road  you  first  went.  But  if  you  will  speak  with 
us.  You  must  send  one  or  two  Men  only,  and  we  will  hear  Them. 

Brother 

We  thought  Your  King  had  made  Peace  with  us  and  all  the  Western 
Nations  of  Indians:  for  our  Parts  we  joyn’d  it  heartly.  And  desired  to 
hold  it  allways  good,  and  You  may  Depend  upon  it  we  will  take  Care 
not  to  be  readily  Cheated  or  drawn  into  a war  again.  But  as  we  are 
seated  on  the  Road  between  You  and  those  Nations,  who  have  taken 
up  the  Hatchet  against  you ; we  desire  you  will  send  no  Warriors  This 
way  till  we  are  Removed  from  this,  which  we  will  do  as  soon  as  we 
Conv[en]iently  can,  when  we  shall  permit  You  to  Pass  without  taking 
Notice,  Till  then  we  desire  the  Warriors  may  go,  by  the  first  Road 
you  went. 

Gave  a string  of  Wampum 

The  following  is  what  Mr.  Colhoun  learned  on  his  way  to  Fort  Pitt, 
from  one,  of  Three  Indians,  who  were  sent  by  the  Afore  said  Chiefs  to 
Conduct  him  safe  Here.  (Viz  Daniel  who  is  before  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  Above  Chiefs)  That  Detroit  was  not  really  taken,  but  had  been 
attack’d  by  the  Indians  four  days  before  the  Messenger  who  brought 
the  News  left  it,  which  Mr.  Colhoun  immagines  must  have  been  from 
About  the  13th  to  the  17th  of  May,  And  that  the  Indians  had  not  then 


" An  Indian  village  on  the  Cuyahoga  river,  near  Akron,  Ohio. 
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mett  with  much  Success.  But  strongly  persisted  in  Carrying  on  the 
Attack,  and  said  they  were  determined  not  to  give  over,  till  they  took  it. 
And  that  The  English  had  sent  out  three  Belts,  and  the  French  two, 
desiring  them  to  Desist,  which  they  Refusued. 

Mr.  Colhoun  further  says  that  when  him  and  his  Party  14  in  Number 
were  setting  out  from  Tuskarawas,  the  Indians  refused  to  let  them  bring 
their  Arms,  telling  them  that  the  three  Indians  that  were  going  along 
with  them,  were  Sufficient  to  Conduct  Them  safe.  But  that  the  next 
day  passing  Beaver  Creek,  they  were  fired  upon  by  a Party  of  Indians, 
and  their  guides  immediately  disappeard  without  interfering  for  them, 
and  he  is  Convinced  that  they  were  led  by  these  guides  knowingly  to 
this  Party  to  be  Cutt  off.  from  which  himself  with  three  of  his  People, 
have  only  Escaped. 

Having  lost  his  way  and  faling  in  upon  the  Road  leading  to  Venango, 
aboute  20  miles  above  this  Post,  He  saw  a Number  of  Indian  Tracks 
that  had  gone  that  way. 


ECUYER^“  TO  BOUQUET* * 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21649,  f.  195] 


Fort  Pitt  the  26th  June  1763 
at  11  o’clock  in  the  Evening. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last  dated  the  18th,  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  has 
occurred,  save  for  some  slight  alarms  from  time  to  time,  until  in  the 
atfernoon  of  the  22nd  the  savages  appeared  and  came  out  in  the  open, 
driving  a part  of  our  horses  into  the  woods  and  killing  some  cows. 
After  that,  they  attacked  the  fort  all  along  the  Monongahela  side,  but 
at  a great  distance.  I,  however,  had  one  militiaman  killed,  and  another 
wounded ; I very  soon  dispersed  them  with  one  howitzer  and  two  cannon 
shots,  which  were  certainly  not  without  effect ; we  fired  three  guns 
against  three  Indians,  and  one  was  killed.  They  were  coming  to  get  a 
horse  where  Fleming’s  house  used  to  be. 

‘“Captain  Simeon  Ecuyer,  a Swiss  soldier,  became  commander  at  Fort  Pitt  in  1762. 

* Translated  from  the  French. 
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The  night  of  the  23rd  and  24th  they  prowled  around  the  fort  to 
reconnoiter,  and  after  midnight,  the  Delawares  asked  to  speak  with  Mr. 
McKee. You  will  find  enclosed  our  various  conversations  with  them, 
and  the  month’s  returns.  The  three  dead  are  three  of  our  men  killed ; 
I have  besides  that  a regular  wounded,  two  militiamen  killed,  and  two 
wounded.  The  garrison  consists  of  338  men  counting  every  one,  104 
women,  106  children,  a total  of  540  mouths.  Of  these,  about  420  receive 
the  King’s  provisions. 

Mr.  Price  arrived  this  morning  with  seven  men  of  his  garrison,  and 
as  he  has  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  I shall  not  say  more,  having  had 
little  time  to  talk  with  him  since  his  arrival.  I have  the  honor  of  being 
very  respectfully. 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

S.  Ecuyer 


ENCLOSURE 

the  26th  [June]  at  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon 

Declaration  of  Benjamin  Gray  Soldier  of  Cochrane’s  Company:  He 
left  Presqu’  Isle  the  22nd:  Monday  the  19th  in  the  morning  250  Indians 
attacked  the  place,  they  fought  all  that  day  and  the  next  day.  On  the 
following  day  Mr.  Christie  capitulated.  They  were  to  give  him  an  escort 
to  this  place,  with  6 days’  provisions,  but  after  they  had  pillaged,  they 
massacred  our  people.  He  and  two  others  fled  into  the  woods.  He 
is  sure  that  the  Indians  were  of  Four  Nations,  that  is,  Ottawas,  Chip- 
awas,  Windats,  and  Senaquis,^^  he  has  also  seen  the  Scooner[!]  going 
to  Detroit,  but  he  does  not  know  if  it  was  loaded  with  provisions ; he 
went  by  le  Boeuf  and  Venango,  which  are  destroyed. 

S.  Ecuyer 


Alexander  McKee,  Indian  trader,  Croghan’s  assistant  and  later  his  successor  as 
deputy  agent  of  Indian  affairs  at  Fort  Pitt. 

Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Wyandots,  and  Senecas. 
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PRICE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21649,  f.  193] 

Fort  Pitt  26th  June  1763 
Sir, 

I arriv’d  here  this  Morning  from  Le  Boeuf  which  I abandon’d  the 
18th  at  night 

The  3d  inst[an]t  I had  an  Express  from  Christie  with  the  News  of 
Lieut:  Keilers^®  defeat  &ca.  which  I immediately  forwarded  to  Venango 
and  have  heard  since  I got  in,  was  sent  to  you.  Another  Express  the 
13th  arriv’d  I forwarded  it  likewise,  but  [it]  has  never  been  heard  of 
since  and  Capt[ai]n  Ecuyer  has  therefore  desired  me  to  give  you  the 
Heads  relating  to  it.  About  the  12th  Christie  seeing  a sail  Standing 
towards  Niagara  sent  a Batteau  on  board  thinking  the  Master  not  in- 
clin’d to  put  in  and  by  a Corporal  who  had  it  from  Captain  Newmans 
mouth  learnt  the  following  particulars.  Vizt.  That  on  or  about  the  1st 
of  May  1500  Indians  arrived  at  Detroit  and  wanted  to  hold  a Treaty  in 
the  Fort,  but  Major  Gladwin  being  told  of  Monsieur  Banby^^  that  if 
they  were  admitted  they  would  fall  upon  and  destroy  every  Man  in  it, 
[the]  Major  ordered  the  Garrison  under  Arms,  which  the  Chief  of  the 
Indians  seeing  asked  if  he  was  afraid.  The  next  day  they  came  all  to- 
gether and  repeated  their  former  request  of  admittance,  and  being  refus’d 
began  to  Fire,  ending  that  day  with  the  loss  of  40  of  their  Men  and 
wounding  but  a few  of  ours. 

Captain  CampbelP®  and  Lieut : McDougal  were  sent  to  enquire  what 
was  the  cause  of  their  behaviour  and  were  detain’d  ’though  the  Indians 
sent  in  two  of  their  own  people  as  Hostages. 

■ A day  or  two  proceeding  these  transactions  they  kill’d  Sr.  Robt. 
Devers,  Capt.  Robinson,  Alackay,  and  one  Fisher  (a  Trader)  as  they 
were  out  sounding  the  Lake;  and,  returning  to  Fishers  House,  Hanged 
his  Wife  and  took  the  rest  of  his  Family  Prisoners. 

Detroit  had  been  two  Weeks  beseiged  when  Capt[ai]  Newman  came 
out  of  the  River  to  Escort  Convoy  Lieut.  Keiler  in,  and  the  Garrison 

“Lieutenant  Cuyler,  while  taking  a detachment  to  Detroit,  was  defeated  by  the 
Indians  near  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river.  He,  with  the  survivors,  retreated  to 
Niagara  by  way  of  Presque  Isle. 

“ Baby,  a French  trader  who  lived  across  the  river  from  Detroit. 

“ Captain  Donald  Campbell,  commander  of  Detroit  before  Major  Gladwin’s  ar- 
rival, and  now  second-in-command. 
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were  living  upon  a little  Provision  of  Banby  then.  He  was  three  weeks 
after  before  he  saw  Presqu’Isle,  being  detained  by  contrary  winds  and 
w'as  afraid  all  the  upper  Posts  were  cut  of¥. 

He  was  fired  upon  conieing  out  of  the  River  and  Captain  Campbell 
was  sent  on  board  to  know  if  he  would  Strike  and  they  would  spare  the 
lives  of  all  on  board,  but  he  sent  them  word  he  was  determin’d  to  fight 
his  way,  and  did. 

The  18th  Instant  I was  attacked  and  the  Indians,  taking  possession 
of  the  lower  store,  fired  my  House  with  their  Arrows,  so  that  I was 
obliged  to  Retreat  out  of  it  in  the  night  which  I did  unseen  and  brought 
in  with  me  seven  Men;  Six  are  still  in  the  Woods  but  I hope  will  get 
in  safe  some  where.  We  arriv’d  at  Venango  the  20th  at  One  at  Night 
and  found  the  block  House  burn’d  to  the  Ground. 

I am  a little  fatigued  but  in  good  health  as  is  most  of  those  that  came 
with  me. 

I hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  am. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed[ien]t  and  most  humble  Servant 

G.  Price 


EXTRACT  OF  A COURT  OF  ENQUIRY  HELD  BY  ORDER  OF 
MAJOR  HENRY  GLADWIN  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE 
MANNER  OF  THE  TAKING  OF  THE  FORTS  SAN- 
DUSKY, ST.  JOSEPH,  MIAMIS,  AND  PRISQU’  ISLE 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21658,  f.  88] 

Detroit  6th  July  1763 

Capt : Hopkins  president 

if  Ensign  Perry  of  the  Queens 
Members  < 

( Royal  American  Rangers 

Lieut.  Cuyler  informs  the  Court  that  on  the  20th  of  June^®  at  about 
10  in  the  Morning  he  was  on  Board  the  Schooner  Huron  opposite  to 

The  attack  began  on  June  19,  according  to  Benjamin  Gray;  June  20,  according 
to  Ensign  Christie;  June  21,  according  to  Edward  Smyth.  Parkman  gives 
June  15  as  the  date.  Christie’s  date  is  probably  correct. 
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Presqu’isle  on  his  return  from  Niagara  to  Detroit  which  place  he 
imagined  to  be  attack’d  as  he  saw  two  Swivels  fired  one  after  another, 
that  soon  after  the  Schooner  came  too  in  the  Bay  they  saw  ten  Canoes 
and  heard  a Smart  firing  upon  the  Fort,  which  continued  till  the  21st 
when  he  saw  the  officers  house  that  stood  near  the  Block  house  on  fire 
which  burnt  to  the  Ground  without  doing  any  farther  damage,  that  the 
firing  commenced  again  and  continued  till  the  22nd  between  12  and  one 
when  he  saw  the  Block  house  on  Fire,  that  he  was  not  able  to  give  them 
any  assistance  having  nothing  but  a Small  boat  to  land  men  in,  which 
would  not  Carry  above  ten  at  a time  and  being  two  Miles  from  the 
Shore.  Since  which  the  officer  and  prisoners  were  brought  to  the  Indian 
Camp  at  this  Place 

Jos[ep]h  Hopkins 


CHRISTIE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21649,  f.  242] 


Sir 


Fort  Detroit  10th  July  1763 


I am  sorry  to  have  to  acquaint  you  of  my  misfortune.  On  the  20th 
June  at  day  break  I was  surrounded  at  my  Post  at  Presqu’isle  by  about 
Two  hundred  Indians  [.]  a Quarter  of  an  hour  after [,]  they  began  to 
Fire  on  the  Block  house  and  continued  all  that  day  very  smartly  Like- 
wise Fire  Arrows  were  threwn  into  the  Roof  of  the  Blockhouse  and 
Basttions  I received  my  greatest  hurt  from  the  Two  Hills;  the  one  As- 
sending from  the  Lake,  the  other  from  the  Bottom,  they  having  made 
holes  in  the  night  to  secure  themselves.  Notwithstanding  two  or  three 
did  their  endeavour  to  get  in  the  Trench  were  killed  which  made  them 
Cease  fireing  some  hours,  at  which  they  was  employ’d  in  digging  of 
Passes  threw  the  Earth  In  Order  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  house. 
21st  They  Commenced  fireing  as  hot  as  ever  and  also  with  Fire  Arrows 
which  set  the  house  a Second  time  on  fire  the  same  day  the  Barrels 
of  Water  I had  provided  Was  spent  in  Extingushing  said  Fires,  and 
found  it  impossible  to  get  at  a Well  which  was  sunk  on  the  Parade  there- 
fore was  Obliged  to  sink  one  in  the  house  by  hard  Labour  whilst  we 
were  digging  to  get  at  the  well  we  were  again  set  on  Fire  but  got  it  ex- 
tingushed  by  throwing  of[f]  some  shingles  from  the  Roof,  at  the 
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same  time  they  had  approached  as  far  as  the  Commanding  Officers  room 
on  the  prade  they  set  it  on  fire,  and  Communicated  it  to  the  Faishens 
[Fascines]  round  the  Fort  we  Continued  our  Fireing  till  Midnight 
when  one  of  them  whom  spoak  French  informed  me  it  was  in  vain  to 
pretend  to  hold  out  for  they  could  now  set  fire  to  the  house  when  they 
pleased  if  I would  not  Surrender  we  may  Expect  no  Quarters  finding 
they  had  made  their  approaches  aforesaid  That  they  Could  set  me  on 
fire  above  and  below.  My  Men  being  Fatagued  to  the  greatest  Ex- 
treamity  and  not  being  able  to  Extingushing  such  fireing  and  resist 
their  Numbers  I asked  them  in  English  if  there  was  any  amongst  them 
which  understood  that  Language  an  English  Man  then  Called  up  to 
me  that  if  I ceased  my  fireing  he  would  speak  with  me  he  told  me  they 
were  of  the  Urin  Nation  that  had  been  Compelled  to  take  up  Arms  by 
the  Ottawas  ag[ains]t  Detroit  that  there  was  part  of  other  Nations  with 
him  that  they  Only  wanted  the  house  and  that  they  would  have  now 
soon  that  I might  have  libberty  to  go  with  my  Garrison  where  I pleased, 
I desired  them  to  leave  of[f]  their  fireing  and  I would  give  them  an 
Answer  in  the  morning  earily.  After  Considering  my  Cituation  and 
of  the  Impossibility  of  holding,  out  any  longer  I sent  out  two  Soldiers 
as  if  to  Treat  with  them  that  they  may  find  out  their  Dispossition  and 
how  they  had  made  their  Approaches  and  to  give  me  a Signall  if  they 
found  what  I imagined  to  be  true  finding  it  to  be  so,  and  the  vessels 
Hover  [in]  g between  the  two  points  all  the  while  I was  engaged  could 
give  me  no  Assistance  I came  out  with  my  People  they  then  took  us 
Prisoners  myself  and  four  Soldiers  and  a Woman  was  brought  to  the 
Wiandote  Town  the  rest  of  my  Garrison  was  taken  by  the  other  Na- 
tions ; I was  Delivered  up  to  Detroit  with  one  Soldier  and  a Woman 
the  other  two  they  killed  at  their  Town  the  night  I arrived  there  I was 
delivered  up  to  Port  Detroit  the  9th  Instant 

I am 
Sir 

Your  Most  Obed[ien]t  Humble  Serv[an]t 

John  Christie 

P.  S.  All  the  Forts  beyond  this  have  met  with  the  same  fate — Capt. 
Campbell,  Lieut.  Fammet,  En[ig]n  Holmes  is  killed,  the  rest  of  the 
Gentlemen  are  Prisoners. 
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SMYTH”  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21651,  f.  243] 

Philad[elphi]a  30th  March  1765 

Agreeable  to  Colonel  Bouquets  Orders  to  me ; I beg  leave  to  lay  before 
him  the  following  Particulars  relating  to  the  Surrender  of  PresquTsle 
to  the  Indians 

The  Beginning  of  June  1763.  Lieut.  Cuyler  of  the  Rangers  came 
to  PresquTsle,  and  inform’d  us  of  his  Defeat  by  the  Savages,  and  burn- 
ing of  Sandusky.^®  Accordingly  the  Commanding  Officer  apprehensive 
of  a Visit  from  the  Savages  pulled  down  and  removed  the  Fascines, 
and  other  combustible  StufI  from  the  Breast  Work,  And  in  order  to  put 
the  Block  House  into  the  best  Condition  of  Defence  he  could.  He  lined 
the  Doors  and  Centry  Box  at  the  Top  of  the  House,  to  make  them 
Bullet  Proof,  At  the  same  Time  to  provide  against  the  Savages  firing 
the  Roof,  the  Angles  were  covered  with  green  Turf  and  Spouts  made 
of  Bark  to  carry  Water  over  all  the  rest  of  the  Roof;  All  the  Barrels 
that  would  hold  Water  were  filled,  and  placed  in  the  Different  Parts  of 
the  House  and  in  the  Centry  Box. 

On  the  21st  June  at  break  of  Day,  We  first  saw  the  Savages,  Who 
crossed  the  Ruffi®  near  where  the  Batteaux  lay,  and  crept  under  the 
Banks  of  the  Lake  and  Sawpits,  being  covered  from  Us,  they  continued 
without  attempting  any  Thing  till  Sun  Rise ; when  they  appeared  and 
Hooped  in  their  usual  Manner.  The  Commanding  Officer  having  or- 
dered the  Men  not  to  fire  until  the  Savages  began  by  which  Means  they 
(being  very  near)  on  receiving  our  first  Fire  Sprung  into  the  Ditch, 
where  they  continued,  firing  at  intervals,  throwing  Fire  Balls,  Dirt, 
and  Stones  at  Us  but  to  no  Purpose,  They  also  Sheltered  themselves 
behind  the  Bake  house,  and  Houses  within  the  Breast  Work,  where 
finding  they  could  not  hurt  us,  they  began  under  a Cover  of  Plank, 
which  they  got  from  the  Necessary  House  to  sap  the  Bank,  which  they 
Effected  with  long  Poles  as  they  told  me,  so  that  they  fired  at  Us  pretty 
smartly  in  the  Night,  without  our  being  able  to  See  the  flash  of  their 
Guns. 


” Edward  Smyth  was  a commissary. 

Lieutenant  Cuyler  had  found  Fort  Sandusky  destroyed. 
Mill  Creek. 
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The  same  Day  our  Water  failing,  the  Soldiers  cut  out  a Subterranean 
Passage  to  the  Well,  which  in  case  of  Fire  would  Plentifully  supply  us 
with  Water,  as  well  as  for  our  Drink,  the  Well  having  been  cleaned 
some  little  Time  before.  At  this  the  Men  worked  chearfully  and  per- 
formed every  other  Duty  with  great  Spirit. 

The  next  morning  being  the  22d  the  Savages  fired  very  little,  and 
not  till  late  in  the  Morning ; being  convinced  they  could  not  hurt  us, 
and  their  Powder  (I  believe)  scarce.  They  lay  by  till  afternoon,  in  which 
Interval  they  prepared  their  Arrows  for  firing  the  Roof.  They  began 
by  firing  the  Command [in]g  Officers  House.  The  Wind  being  pretty 
brisk  it  blew  on  the  Bastion  of  the  Block  House  but  did  no  Damage, 
They  then  set  the  Roof  of  the  Block  House  on  fire  in  two  places,  at  the 
same  time  firing  briskly  on  Us,  to  prevent  our  putting  it  out : But  by 
beating  off  some  Shingles,  We  in  about  a Quarter  of  an  Hour  ex- 
tinguished it : They  likewise  attempted  to  fire  the  Loggs  of  the  House, 
but  the  Arrows  burning  only  a Small  hole  dropt  out  without  Effect 

The  fire  being  out,  and  the  Savages  attempting  nothing  further.  The 
Commanding  Officer  called  the  Men  together  to  know  their  Opinions. 
They  declared,  (excepting  two  Men)  They  were  willing  to  defend  the 
House.  My  opinion  being  asked,  I told  them : having  only  a Single 
Life  to  lose,  I would  be  governed  by  their  resolutions,  but  thought  it 
possible  to  defend  the  House  longer,  as  I was  persuaded  We  could 
always  extinguish  the  Fire,  and  had  nothing  else  to  fear,  and  at  the 
same  Time  put  them  in  Mind  of  their  Treacherous  design  upon  Detroit, 
how  they  broke  the  Capitulation  at  Fort  William  Henry  and  Fort 
Loudoun,  and  that  We  could  not  expect  any  other  usage. 

The  Commanding  Officer  considering  that  We  had  but  about  a 
Month’s  Provision,  that  all  communication  was  cut  off,  no  Possibility 
of  receiving  any  relief  from  Fort  Pitt,  or  Niagara,  and  that  the  longer 
we  resisted,  we  should  make  them  the  more  desperate,  declared  his 
opinion  of  Speaking  to  them,  and  to  know  what  they  wanted,  this  was 
Effected  by  means  of  a Frenchman,  and  an  English  Man  among  the 
Indians : and  as  they  promised  very  fair  to  escort  us  to  the  first  Gar- 
rison ; it  ended  with  a Surrender  of  the  Place,  and  everything  in  it 
next  Morning,  being  the  23d  of  June  1763. 

These  are  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  recollection  the  particu- 
lars of  the  Affair  at  Presqu’Isle 


Edw[ar]d  Smyth 


THE  INDIANS  BURN  THE  FORTS 
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EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON 
TO  SIR  JEFFERY  AMHERST 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  319] 

Johnson  Hall,  July  11th  1763 

Since  my  Last  a Number  of  the  Oneidas  Arrived  here,  and  Ac- 
quainted me  with  the  Manner  in  which  Venango  had  been  Surprized; 
which  was  Effected  by  the  Indians  Entering  the  Fort  as  Friends,  after 
which  they  put  the  Garrison  to  the  Sword. 

This  Morning  Thomas,  a Conajohare^®  Chief,  who  was  One  of  the 
Messengers  I sent  with  the  Messages,  and  to  Invite  the  Six  Nations  to 
meet  me  at  the  German  Flatts,^^  Arrived  Express,  and  after  Informing 
me  that  all  the  Chiefs  of  Each  Nation  (Except  the  Senecas,  who  Re- 
fused to  Attend)  w^ere  on  their  Way  to  the  Place  Appointed:  He  told 
me  that  two  Onondagas,  who  were  Sent  about  20  Days  ago,  by  their 
Sachims,  toward  the  Ohio,  to  Enquire  into  the  Cause  of  the  present 
Troubles,  had  Returned,  and  Confirmed  the  Account  of  the  taking  of 
Venango,  which  was  Done  by  a Party  of  Chenussios,^^  Residing  in  the 
Neighborhood  thereof;  and  that  after  putting  the  Garrison  to  the  Sword, 
they  made  the  Officer  Write  the  Reasons  which  Induced  them  to  Act 
as  they  had  Done ; which  were,  first,  the  Scarcity  and  Dearness  of 
Powder  for  those  two  Years  past,  being  Obliged  to  pay  2 Deerskins 
for  a Gill  of  Powder,  and  so  in  proportion  for  Other  Articles ; and  that 
when  they  Complained,  they  were  111  Treated,  and  never  Redressed  ; Sec- 
ondly, that  the  many  Posts  which  the  English  kept  possession  of  Induced 
them  to  Believe  they  Intended  to  Possess  all  their  Country ; for  all 
which  they  were  Determined  to  Destroy  them.  After  Writing  this  they 
put  the  Officer  to  Death,  and  Sent  the  Paper  with  a Party  of  Warriors 
then  going  towards  Fort  Pitt,  in  Order  to  Do  Mischief  on  the  Com- 
munication, where  they  proposed  to  Drop  it,  that  it  might  be  found  by 
the  English. 

The  Mohawk  Express  further  Informed  me,  that  the  Onondagas  had, 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  Nations  Assembled,  Declared  their  Resolu- 
tion of  Living  and  Dying  with  the  English,  let  the  Consequence  be 


Canajoharie,  an  important  Mohawk  village  or  castle. 

On  the  Mohawk  River. 

” Chenussio  or  Geneseo  was  an  important  Seneca  village  on  the  Genesee  river  near 
the  site  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y. 
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what  it  would,  and  had  Absolutely  Rejected  Every  proposal  made  to 
them  by  the  Senecas  &ca,  that  they  had  Received  the  Account,  that  the 
Twightwees,  Ottawas,  Hurons,  Delawares  &ca.  had  Destroyed  Six 
Forts,  of  which  he  mentioned  the  Following  Vizt.  Detroit,  Michilimacki- 
nac,  Miamis,  Sandusky,  and  Venango:  He  added,  that  at  the  Meeting 
at  which  he  was  present,  at  Onondaga,  the  Senecas  Spoke  with  Three 
Belts  of  Wampum  to  the  Rest  of  the  Confederacy,  Acquainting  them 
that  they  had  given  a Loose  to  their  Warriors  against  the  English, 
and  Desired  they  would  Do  the  Same ; but  that  their  Request  was 
Totally  Rejected,  by  the  Onondagas  and  all  the  Rest  on  Receiving  my 
Message  first;  and  that  that  Nation  in  particular,  had  Sent  a very  Large 
Belt  to  the  Senecas  Desiring  them  Immediately  to  Desist,  altho’  it  is  my 
Opinion  it  will  have  but  little  Effect  on  them. 


Plate  \"III 


HEXRY  ROUOPP'.T. 
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SIR  JEFFERY  AMHERST,  the  commander  in  chief  at  New  York, 
took  steps  to  relieve  the  beleaguered  forts,  by  pushing  forward 
all  the  available  troops.  His  first  plan,  however,  was  based  on  the  as- 
sumption that  Fort  Presque  Isle,  the  strongest  of  the  northwestern 
Pennsylvania  forts,  could  ward  off  the  Indian  assault.  His  and 
Bouquet’s  expectation  that  the  expedition  to  relieve  Detroit  would  have 
a base  at  Presque  Isle  was  rudely  shattered  by  the  news  of  Ensign 
Christie’s  surrender.  Colonel  Bouquet  vigorously  expressed  his  dis- 
appointment and  anger  at  this  reverse. 

His  advance  from  Carlisle  to  Fort  Pitt  was  not  delayed.  With  the 
small  force  at  his  disposal,  he  pushed  forward  along  Forbes’s  Road, 
and  was  attacked  by  the  Indians  near  Bushy  Run.  In  two  engagements, 
on  August  5 and  6,  Bouquet  showed  his  superior  knowledge  of  the 
methods  of  wilderness  warfare,  by  inflicting  a severe  defeat  on  the 
Indians.  After  raising  the  siege  of  Fort  Pitt,  he  attempted  to  send  an 
Indian  messenger  to  Detroit  by  way  of  Presque  Isle,  but  learned  that 
an  Indian  force  was  encamped  there,  waiting  to  attack  any  force  sent 
to  relieve  Detroit. 

The  following  spring,  careful  plans  were  made  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Indian  uprising.  General  Thomas  Gage,  who  succeeded  Amherst  as 
commander  in  chief  in  North  America,  ordered  Colonel  Bouquet  to 
attack  and  destroy  the  Indian  villages  of  the  Scioto  country  in  central 
Ohio.  Meanwhile,  Colonel  Bradstreet  was  to  advance  to  Detroit  along 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  cooperating  with  the  southern  force. 
The  Indians  must  be  compelled  to  sue  for  peace,  and  to  acknowledge 
English  authority  once  more. 


AMHERST  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  309] 


Sir 


New  York  2d  July  1763 


Since  my  Last  I have  received  Nothing  New,  Either  from  your  way 
or  the  Albany  Communication ; but  I Flatter  myself  I shall  soon  have 
good  Accounts  from  the  Upper  Country. 

In  the  Meantime  I make  no  Alteration  in  my  former  plan,  of  pushing 
forward  all  the  Troops  that  Can  be  Spared  to  Presqu’Isle  and  Niagara; 
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I Beleive  I Did  not  mention  to  you  before,  that  I Do  not  Intend  you 
Yourself  should  go  farther,  than  Fort  Pitt,  as  I would  have  you  Remain 
there,  for  forwarding  all  the  Services  that  may  be  Required  on  the 
Communication,  and  to  be  in  Readiness  for  going  Down  the  River, 
agreable  to  what  I formerly  Acquainted  you  of,  should  I Receive  Di- 
rections from  home  for  that  purpose.  I should  be  very  glad  that  the 
Shipwrights  who  are  now  at  Fort  Pitt,  were  Sent  to  Presqu’  Isle,  so 
soon  as  the  Communication  is  Safe,  that  they  may  be  Employed  in 
Building  some  Craft  for  the  Lake,  for  which  purpose  I have  Wrote  to 
Capt:  Coring  and  Major  Gladwin,  and  they  will  Receive  their  Orders 
from  Capt : Coring.  This  is  a very  Essential  Service,  and  therefore 
the  Sooner  the  Shipwrights  can  get  to  PresquTsle  the  better. 

Major  Gladwin  is  to  have  the  Command  of  the  Troops  to  be  Em- 
ployed in  Retaking  Possession  of  any  of  the  Upper  Posts  that  may 
have  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  for  Securing  that 
part  of  the  Country  for  the  future ; for  which  I have  Sent  him  the 
Necessary  Directions;  and  as  I have  Acquainted  him  of  the  42d  and 
77th  Regiments,  that  are  Ordered  by  the  way  of  Port  Pitt,  and  which 
are  likewise  to  be  Included  in  the  Reinforcements  Intended  for  him, 
I would  have  you  Advance  such  part  of  them,  as  you,  from  the  Ad- 
vices you  may  Receive,  shall  Judge  Necessary  Directing  Major  Camp- 
belF  or  the  Officer  you  Send  with  them,  to  proceed  to  PresquTsle ; 
and  to  follow  and  Obey  such  further  Orders  as  he  may  Receive  from 
Major  Gladwin. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed[ien]t  Servant 

Jeff.  Amherst 

P.  S. 

* * 4!  * * 

I have  sent  Directions  to  the  Officers  Commanding  at  Port  Ontario* 
and  Niagara,  not  to  permit  any  of  the  Traders  to  pass  their  Posts,  with 
Goods ; and  you  will  please  to  take  the  like  Care  at  Fort  Pitt  and  the 


‘Major  Allen  Campbell  of  the  42nd  Regiment  joined  Bouquet  and  later  took  part 
in  the  Battle  of  Bushy  Run. 

‘ Oswego. 
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Communication,  untill  the  Savages  are  Entirely  Reduced,  and  Every 
thing  again  put  on  a Proper  Eooting;  for  I Judge  it  of  the  utmost  Con- 
sequence to  prevent  the  Indians  from  having  it  in  their  Power  to  get 
any  more  Goods,  &ca,  than  have  already  Unfortunately  fallen  into  their 
hands. 


BOUQUET  TO  AMHERST 
[B.  M,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  311] 


Carlisle  3d.  July  1763 
Sir, 

An  Express  from  Eort  Pitt  brings  this  Moment  the  fatal  account  of 
the  loss  of  our  Posts  at  PresquTsle,  Le  Boeuf  and  Venango.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  see  in  the  inclosed  Letters  all  the  Particulars  I had  of  this 
unexpected  disaster. 

As  the  Destruction  of  the  important  Post  at  PresquTsle  will  oc- 
casion some  alteration  in  your  first  Plan,  I beg  you  will  favor  me  with 
your  orders  concerning  the  Troops  you  have  destined  for  this  Depart- 
ment. 

By  the  inclosed  Return  of  Provisions  at  Fort  Pitt,  that  Post  does  not 
stand  so  immediately  in  need  of  a relief,  as  to  make  us  run  great  Risks 
to  force  a Convoy  up,  before  the  Province  can  give  us  some  assistance. 

I doubt  if,  on  account  of  the  Harvest,  Pensilv[ani]a  can  have  Troops 
raised  and  equipped  in  less  than  Six  Weeks  or  two  Months,  during 
which  time  they  are  incapable  of  any  defence,  for  want  of  a Militia  Law. 

The  savages  must  soon  disperse  for  want  of  Provisions,  and  their 
first  Impetuosity  cooled,  they  will  be  more  easily  dealt  with. 

I shall  however  move  forward  as  soon  as  I can  collect  the  Horses 
and  Carriages  I want,  which  the  great  Consternation  and  flight  of  the 
Inhabitants  makes  very  difficult. 

I have  required  the  Governor  to  send  them  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and  proposed  to  collect  the  People  on  this  Frontier  in  a few  well  stock- 
aded Places  inclosing  Mills,  As  a Retreat  for  themselves,  their  families 
and  Provisions,  to  keep  Possession  of  the  Country,  and  if  the  Enemy 
should  penetrate,  destroy  all  kind  of  Eatables,  which  could  not  be  se- 
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cured  in  those  Strong  Holds  and  might  fall  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Savages,  but  from  the  nature  of  this  Government  I suppose  nothing 
will  be  done  in  Time. 

The  second  Comp[an]y  of  the  42d  will  be  here  the  5th  and  I expect 
the  Remains  of  the  two  Reg[iment]s  on  the  6th  or  Seventh. 

I have  secured  all  the  Provisions  I could  get  in  this  country,  100 
Head  of  Cattle,  200  Sheep  and  about  3000  lb.  of  Fine  Powder  from 
the  Indian  traders ; I expect  the  flour  and  Waggons  from  Lancaster 
by  the  8th. 

I received  your  Letter  of  the  25th  June  and  Shall  continue  in  the 
service  the  men  so  timely  raised  by  Mr.  Croghan  which  the  Province 
will  I hope  take  into  their  pay. 

I am  &c 

H.  B. 

I return  Mr  Croghans  Letter  to  Sir  Wm  Johnson  open. 


BOUQUET  TO  ECUYER* 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21653,  f.  186] 

Carlisle,  July  4th,  1763. 

Yesterday  evening  I received  your  letter  of  June  26th  with  the  vari- 
ous news  it  contains. 

You  can  imagine  how  I look  upon  the  shameful  conduct  of  Christie 
who  dishonors  the  corps  by  an  infamous  capitulation  with  savages  who 
have  never  kept  one,  and  delivers  up  to  them  a post  of  the  greatest 
importance,  which  was  to  be  sustained  by  all  the  forces  of  Canada. 

I do  not  know  the  reason  for  the  loss  of  Venango,  so  I will  say  noth- 
ing about  it.  As  regards  Ensign  Price’s  conduct,  it  will  be  examined, 
and  he  will  be  acquitted  or  condemned  by  the  principles  of  duty  and 
honor,  and  by  the  circumstances.  It  will  always  seem  culpable  that  he 
did  not  rush  to  Presqu’Isle  after  he  abandoned  his  post,  instead  of 
retreating  to  Venango,  three  times  as  far  away.  The  loss  of  half  his 
garrison  will  not  do  him  great  honor,  but  I am  not  deciding  anything. 
The  safety  of  a post  which  is  entrusted  to  us  is  our  first  duty. 

:ic  ^ 


* Translated  from  the  French. 
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I am  coming  to  you  with  forces  sufficient  to  overcome  all  opposition, 
but  the  loss  of  Presqu’Isle  makes  so  great  an  alteration  in  the  General’s 
plan  that  perhaps  my  march  will  be  delayed.  Do  not  be  worried ; I am 
not  forgetting  you.  The  provinces  are  going  to  arm  powerfully  and 
everything  is  in  motion  to  stem  the  torrent  of  insolence  and  cruelty. 


BOUQUET  TO  OURRY" 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21642,  f.  450] 

Carlisle  4th  July  1763 

Dear  Sir 

I reed,  last  Night,  your  Packet  containing  the  unexpected  Account 
of  the  Loss  of  our  out  Posts. 

Humanity  makes  me  hope  that  Christie  is  dead,  as  his  scandalous 
Capitulation  for  a Post  of  that  Consequence,  and  so  impregnable  to 
Savages,  deserves  the  most  severe  Punishment : The  Shame  of  that 
Action  will  be  a lasting  Blot  upon  the  Corps  he  belonged  to.  I hope 
that  the  Conduct  of  those  who  remain  will  be  worthy  of  Men  of  Honour, 
who  know  how  to  meet  Death  with  Firmness,  if  their  Duty  and  the 
Service  of  their  Country  require  it ; and  who  would  scorn  to  disgrace 
themselves  by  the  least  Appearance  of  a Dishonorable  Act. 

^ ^ ^ 


I am  &c 


Henry  Bouquet 


' Captain  Lewis  Ourry,  commanding  at  Fort  Bedford. 
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Sir, 


AMHERST  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  323] 

New  York,  16th  July  1763 

^ ^ ^ 


You,  on  the  Spot,  must  be  the  Best  Judge  of  the  Numbers,  that  can 
be  Allotted  for  the  Several  Garrisons,  as  well  as  for  Proceeding  to 
PresquTsle ; And  therefore  I Do  not  Fill  up  the  Return  you  sent  me: 
I Never  Expected  Impossibilities,  Nor  would  I attempt  anything  that 
Does  not  promise  to  Succeed : The  Detachment  that  goes  to  Presqu’- 
Isle  ought  certainly  to  be  very  Respectable,  and  Capable  of  Encounter- 
ing any  Body  of  Indians  that  can  be  on  that  Route,  or  We  had  better 
not  Send  them  at  all : That  Detachment,  as  well  as  Every  other  that 
may  be  now  made,  should  be  with  a Firm  Resolution  of  acting  Offens- 
ively, the  only  Method  to  Deal  with  Indians,  and  if  that  Detachment 
could  Distress  any  of  the  Tribes  who  are  in  Arms,  by  Burning  or 
Destroying  their  Towns,  so  much  the  better;  their  March  would  be  the 
safer  for  it:  At  the  same  time,  Fort  Pitt  must  not  be  Left  so  thinly 
Garrisoned  as  to  be  in  any  Danger,  should  the  Savages  Renew  their 
Attacks:  This  will  Depend  on  the  Number  of  Provincials  that  join 
you : They  may  be  made  very  good  men,  in  a few  hours  time,  for 
Firing  Ball,  and  for  the  Defence  of  a Fort  Attack  by  Indians,  particu- 
larly as  you  have  so  many  Regular  Officers  with  you,  who  may  be  of 
great  Service  on  this  Occasion. 

I Forgot  to  mention  to  you,  that  I Observed  in  One  of  Captain 
Ecuyer’s  Letters  to  you,  he  had  Ordered  some  Cannon  to  be  Fired  at 
the  Indians : This,  I think,  should  never  be  Done,  for  it  can  seldom 
have  any  other  Effect  but  keeping  the  Indians  out  of  Reach  of  the  Fort, 
and  the  Nearer  they  come,  the  greater  Chance  there  is  to  bring  them 
down  by  small  Arms:  Grape  Shot,  properly  managed,  may  Do  good 
Execution,  but  Ball  fired  from  Cannon  at  an  Enemy  who  keep  so 
Scattered  as  the  Indians  Do,  only  Serves  to  Learn  them  to  Endure, 
what  they  will  be  more  affraid  of,  if  not  Accustomed  to  it. 

The  Woman,  Children,  and  those  who  are  really  Useless  Hands, 
cannot  be  Sent  away  too  Soon,  and  they  may  be  Escorted  from  Post 
to  Post ; But  the  Militia  ought  to  be  Obliged  to  Remain  and  Do  Duty, 
while  their  Services  are  Necessary. 
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The  Horses  that  may  be  wanted  to  go  forward  to  PresquTsle  may 
be  of  some  Service  at  that  Post  here  after,  altho’  they  cannot  be  Brought 
Back  again  to  Fort  Pitt:  That  We  can’t  help. 

Artillery  Officers,  as  well  as  the  Men  of  that  Corps,  are  very  Usefull 
in  the  Fort;  and  I Do  not  think  it  Necessary  that  any  should  be  sent 
to  Presqu’Isle;  Major  Gladwin,  and  Captain  DalyelP  will  have  a due 
Attention  to  that  Post,  and  will  Send  Every  thing  that  is  in  their  power 
from  Niagara,  &ca,  to  be  Ready  against  the  Arrival  of  the  Troops  from 
Fort  Pitt. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 


I am. 


Sir, 

Your  most  Obed[ien]t  Servant 

Jeff:  Amherst 


BOUQUET  TO  AMHERST 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  339] 

Camp  at  Edge  Hill  26  Miles  from  Eort  Pitt 
5th  August  1763 
Sir 

The  Second  Instant  the  troops  and  convoy  Arrived  at  Ligonier 
where  I could  obtain  no  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy,  the  Expresses 
Sent  since  the  beginning  of  July,  having  been  Either  kill’d,  or  obliged 
to  return  all  the  Passes  being  occupied  by  the  Enemy.  In  this  un- 
certainty I determined  to  leave  all  the  Waggons  with  the  Powder,  and 
a quantity  of  Stores  and  Provisions  at  Ligonier  and  on  the  4th  pro- 
ceeded with  the  troops  and  about  340  Horses  Loaded  with  Elour. 

I intended  to  have  halted  to  Day  at  Bushy  Run  (a  mile  beyond  this 
camp)  and  after  having  refresh’d  the  men  and  Horses  to  have  marched 
in  the  Night  over  Turtle  Creek,  a very  dangerous  defile  of  Several 
Miles,  commanded  by  high  and  craggy  Hills.  But  at  one  o’Clock  this 
afternoon,  after  a March  of  17  Miles,  the  Savages  suddenly  attacked 
our  advanc’d  guard,  which  was  Immediately  supported  by  the  two 

■‘Captain  Dalyell  (or  Dalzell),  aid-de-camp  of  Amherst,  was  sent  to  reinforce 
Detroit  in  June  1763.  He  halted  at  Presque  Isle  on  the  way.  He  was  killed  at 
Detroit,  in  an  attack  on  the  Indian  camp,  July  31,  1763. 
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Light  Infantry  Companys  of  the  42d  Regiment,  who  drove  the  Enemy 
from  their  Ambuscade  And  pursued  them  a good  way.  The  Savages 
return’d  to  the  Attack  and  the  Fire  being  obstinate  on  our  Front  and 
Extending  Along  our  Flanks,  we  made  a General  Charge  with  the 
whole  line  to  dislodge  the  savages  from  the  Heights,  in  which  attempt 
we  Succeeded  Without  obtaining  by  it  any  decisive  advantage  for  as 
soon  as  they  were  driven  from  one  Post  they  appeared  on  another  till 
by  continual  Reinforcements  they  were  at  last  able  to  surround  us  and 
Attack  the  Convoy  left  in  our  rear:  This  obliged  us  to  march  Back  to 
Protect  it,  The  action  then  became  General  and  though  we  were  at- 
tacked on  every  side  and  the  savages  Exerted  themselves  With  un- 
comon  Resolution  they  were  constantly  repulsed  with  Loss.  We  also 
Suffered  considerably,  Capt  Lieut  Graham  and  Lieut  James  McIntosh 
of  the  42d  are  kill’d  and  Capt  Graham  wounded  of  the  R.A.R.  Lieut 
Dow  who  acted  as  A.  D.  Q.  M.  G.  is  Shot  through  the  Body,  of  the 
77th  Lieut  Donald  Campbell  and  Mr  Peebles,  a Volunteer,  are 
Wounded. 

Our  loss  in  men  including  Rangers  and  Drivers  exceeds  Sixty  Killed 
or  Wounded. 

The  Action  has  lasted  from  one  O’Clock  till  night  and  we  expect  to 
begin  again  at  Day  break.  Whatever  our  Fate  may  be  I thought  it 
necessary  to  give  your  Excellency  this  Early  Information  that  you  may 
at  all  events  take  such  Measures  as  you  will  think  proper  with  the 
Provinces  for  their  own  safety  and  the  effectual  Relief  of  Fort  Pitt ; 
as  in  case  of  another  Engagement  I fear  Insurmountable  dificulties  in 
protecting  and  Transporting  our  Provisions,  being  already  so  much 
Weakned  by  the  losses  of  this  day  in  men  and  horses  besides  the  Ad- 
ditional Necessity  of  Carrying  the  wounded,  whose  situation  is  truly 
Deplorable. 

I cannot  Sufficiently  acknowledge  the  Constant  assistance  I have  re- 
ceived from  Major  Campbell  during  this  long  action  nor  Express  my 
admiration  of  the  cool  and  Steady  behaviour  of  the  Troops  who  did 
not  fire  a shot  without  orders  and  drove  the  Enemy  from  their  Posts 
with  Fixed  Bayonets : The  conduct  of  the  officers  is  Much  above  my 
Praises. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  With  Great  respect 

Your  most  obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant 

[no  signature] 
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BOUQUET  TO  AMHERST 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21634,  f.  341] 

Camp  at  Bushy  Run  6th  August  1763 
Sir 

I had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  in  my  letter  of  yester- 
day of  our  first  Engagement  with  the  Savages. 

We  took  Post  last  night  on  the  Hill  where  our  convoy  halted  when 
the  Front  was  attacked  (a  Comodious  Piece  of  Ground  and  just  Spaci- 
ous enough  for  our  purpose)  there  we  encircled  the  whole  and  cov- 
ered our  Wounded  With  the  Flour  Bags. 

In  the  morning  the  Savages  surrounded  our  Camp  at  the  Distance 
of  about  500  yards,  And  by  Shouting  and  yelping  quite  round  that 
Extensive  Circumference  thought  to  have  Terrified  us  with  their  Num- 
bers They  attacked  us  early  and  under  favour  of  an  incessant  Fire  made 
several  bold  Efforts  to  penetrate  our  Camp,  and  tho’  they  failed  in  the 
attempt  our  Situation  was  not  the  less  perplexing  having  Experienc’d 
that  brisk  attacks  had  Little  Effect  upon  an  enemy  who  always  gave 
way  when  pressed  And  appeared  again  Immediately:  our  Troops  were 
besides  Extremely  fatigued  with  the  long  march  and  as  long  action  of 
the  Proceeding  Day,  and  Distressed  to  the  last  Degree  by  a Total  Want 
of  Water  much  more  Intolerable  than  the  Enemy’s  Fire 

Tied  to  our  Convoy  we  could  not  lose  sight  of  it  without  Exposing  it 
and  our  Wounded  to  fall  a prey  to  the  Savages,  Who  pressed  upon  us 
on  Every  side,  And  to  move  it  was  Impracticable  having  lost  many 
horses,  and  most  of  the  Drivers  Stupified  by  Fear  hid  themselves  in 
the  Bushes  or  were  incapable  of  hearing  or  obeying  any  orders. 

The  Savages  growing  every  moment  more  Audacious  it  was  thought 
proper  still  to  incrase  their  Confidence ; by  that  means  if  Possible  to 
Entice  them  to  come  close  upon  us  or  to  stand  their  Ground  when 
attacked.  With  this  View  two  Companies  of  Light  Infantry  were  or- 
dered within  the  Circle,  and  the  troops  on  their  right  and  left  opened 
their  files  and  filled  up  the  space : that  it  might  seem  they  were  Intended 
to  cover  the  Retreat  the  third  Light  Infantry  Company,  and  the  Grena- 
diers of  the  42d  Were  ordered  to  Support  the  two  first  Companies: 
This  manouevre  Succeeded  to  Our  wish,  for  the  few  Troops  who  took 
Possession  of  the  Ground  lately  Ocupied  by  the  two  Light  Infantry 
Companies,  being  brought  in  nearer  to  the  Centre  of  the  Circle,  the 
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Barbarians  mistaking  these  motions  for  a Retreat  hurried  headlong  on, 
and  Advancing  upon  us  with  the  most  Daring  Intrepidity  galled  us 
Excessively  with  their  heavy  Fire:  but  at  the  very  moment  that  certain 
of  Success  they  thought  themselves  Masters  of  the  Camp,  Major  Camp- 
bell at  the  head  of  the  two  first  Companies  Sallied  out  from  a part  of 
the  Hill  they  could  not  observe  and  fell  upon  their  Right  Flank,  they 
Resolutely  Return’d  the  fire  but  could  not  stand  the  Irresistible  Shock 
of  our  men,  who  rushing  in  among  them  Killed  Many  of  them,  and  put 
the  rest  to  Flight,  the  orders  sent  to  the  other  two  Companies  were  de- 
livered so  timely  by  Captain  Basset  And  Executed,  with  such  celerity 
and  spirit  that  the  Routed  Savages,  who  hapned  to  run  that  moment 
before  their  Front  received  their  full  Fire  when  uncovered  by  the 
trees.  The  four  Companies  did  not  give  them  time  to  load  a Second 
time.  Nor  even  to  look  behind  them  but  pursued  them  till  they  were 
totally  disperced.  The  left  of  the  savages  which  had  not  been  attacked 
were  kept  in  awe  by  the  Remains  of  our  Troops  posted  on  the  Brow 
of  the  Hill  for  that  purpose,  nor  durst  they  attempt  to  Support  or  assist 
their  Right,  but  being  Witness  to  their  defeat  followed  their  Example 
and  Fled. 

Our  brave  men  disdained  So  much  to  touch  the  dead  body  of  a 
Vanquished  Enemy  that  Scarce  a Scalp  Was  taken  Except  by  the 
Rangers  and  Pack  Horses  Drivers. 

The  woods  being  now  cleared  and  the  pursuit  over  the  four  Com- 
panies took  Possession  of  a Hill  in  our  Front  and  as  soon  as  Litters 
could  be  made  for  the  Wounded,  The  Flour  and  everything  Destroyed 
which  for  want  of  Horses  could  not  be  carried,  we  Marched  without 
Molestation  to  this  Camp.  After  the  severe  Correction  we  had  given 
the  Savages  a few  hours  before,  it  was  Natural  to  Suppose  we  should 
Enjoy  some  rest  but  we  had  hardly  fixed  our  Camp  when  they  Fired 
upon  us  again.  This  was  very  Provoking!  however  the  light  Infantry 
dispersed  them  before  they  could  Receive  orders  for  that  Purpose.  I 
hope  we  shall  be  No  more  disturbed  for  if  we  have  another  Action,  we 
Shall  hardly  be  able  to  Carry  our  Wounded. 


THE  ENGLISH  REGAIN  CONTROL 


267 


The  behaviour  of  the  Troops  on  this  Occasion  Speaks  for  itself  So 
Strongly  that  for  me  to  Attempt  their  Eulogium  would  but  Detract  from 
their  Merit. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  most  Respectfully 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant 

[no  signature] 

P;S:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  Return  of  killed,  Wounded,  and 
Missing,  in  the  two  Engagements. 

H.B. 


BOUQUET  TO  CAMPBELL® 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21653,  f.  214] 

Fort  Pitt 

7th  September  1763 

Dear  Sir 

The  Indian  I sent  to  PresquTsle  with  my  letters  for  the  Detroit, 
returned  from  about  half  way  with  the  following  Intelligence : 

That  he  had  met  four  of  his  Country  men  (Wiandots)  who  came 
from  PresquTsle,  and  informed  him  that  there  was  no  English  [there] 
but  150  Ottawas  and  Chip  was  who  had  taken  Post  the  18th  August  in 
a Breastwork  made  by  our  Troops®  who  had  halted  there  on  their  way 
to  the  Detroit;  and  that  those  Savage [s],  were  waiting  to  attack  any 
Party  Sent  to  the  relief  of  the  Post  Detroit ; that  they  had  mounted  two 
Swivels,  which  had  been  buried  by  the  Savages  when  they  took  the 
Block  houses  and  intended  to  take  them  to  their  Camp  at  Detroit  con- 
sisting [of]  4000  Men  of  Six  different  Nations. 

***** 

I have  been  informed  this  day  the  800  Savages  are  gone  from  the 
Detroit  in  80  Canoes  to  take  Post  at  the  Carrying  Place  from  Niagara 


“ Major  Allan  Campbell,  then  stationed  at  Bedford. 
° Probably  the  troops  under  Captain  Dalyell. 
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to  Lake  Erie,  as  I made  no  doubt  that  they  will  meet  our  Army  there. 
They  will  have  a good  Reception ; However  you  see  that  such  Partis 
would  not  do  at  present,  and  I fear  our  Communication  will  again  be 
infested  till  Troops  are  put  up  to  give  them  another  Check  and  draw 
their  attention  this  Ways  that  our  Detachment  down  the  River  may 
more  easily  Surprise  their  Women  and  Children,  now  all  collected  on 
the  Scioto  and  Muskingham. 

^ 


BOUQUET  TO  GAGE 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21637,  f.  16] 

Carlisle  2d  May  1764. 

Sir/ 

I received  your  Excellency’s  Letter  of  the  19th.  The  Serjeant  and 
Twelve  Men  left  at  Philadelphia  as  a guard  for  the  Indians  are  In- 
tended to  make  the  people  see,  that  they  are  under  your  Protection, 
which  will  prevent  any  Violence. 

The  Peace  concluded  with  the  Senecas  is  very  honourable ; and  must 
soon  be  followed  by  the  Submission  of  the  Delawares,  Shawnese[,] 
Wyandots,  and  Mingois  / In  case  these  Tribes  sue  for  Peace,  I could 
wish  to  know  your  Intentions  and  what  Terms  you  would  please  to  grant 
them,  and  as  some  of  them  are  local,  I take  the  Liberty  to  Submit  to 
your  Consideration  the  following  points. 

1st.  That  they  deliver  up  the  Murderers  of  Clapham®  and  our  Traders, 
to  be  put  to  Death  for  their  Crimes. 

2d.  That  they  deliver  up  all  the  white  people  they  have  amongst  them, 
either  as  Prisoners,  or  adopted,  and  the  last  to  be  absolutely  insisted 
on,  whether  they  consent  to  it  or  not,  as  they  have  been  very  active 
against  us. 

3.  That  they  renounce  their  Alliances  with  any  other  Indians  than  the 
Six  Nations. 


’ Mingoes  or  Iroquois. 

“ Colonel  Clapham  was  murdered  in  his  house  near  Fort  Pitt  on  May  28,  1763. 
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4.  That  they  renounce  in  favour  of  the  Crown  all  rights,  or  Claims, 
they  ever  had,  to  the  lands  lying  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Ohio,  from 
the  Head  of  that  River  to  the  Sea.  N.  B.  (In  this  case  the  Claims  of 
so  many  Nations  upon  those  lands  would  be  confined  to  those  of  the 
Six  Nations  which  would  facilitate  the  Purchase) 

5.  That  they  shall  never  cross  that  River,  in  its  full  extent  without 
our  leave. 

6.  That  they  shall  Trade  only  at  such  Forts  as  the  General  will  fix 
for  that  Purpose. 

7.  That  they  repay  in  Skins,  within  Seven  Years  the  Losses  our 
Traders,  have  Suffered  in  their  property  by  their  Roberies  and  Murders. 

8.  That  they  give  Sufficient  Hostages  for  the  Performance  of  the 
Treaty. 

I have  not  yet  received  an  Answer  from  the  Governors  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  and  till  I see  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  As- 
sembly what  can  be  expected  from  them,  I can  not  give  a Satisfactory 
Answer  to  Part  of  Your  letter;  only  assure  you  that  I shall  be  ready 
to  March  in  very  few  days  when  I know  what  Troops  I can  depend 
upon. 

In  the  meantime  I beg  to  be  acquainted  as  nearly  as  possible  when 
Colonel  Bradstreet  may  be  expected  at  Presque  Isle;  and  whether  he 
is  to  make  any  stay  there. 

He  will  find  it  very  difficult  if  not  impracticable  to  extend  as  far  as 
the  Indian  Towns  on  Scioto,  the  Distance  not  being  less  than  90  Miles, 
as  he  can  not  have  Horses  to  carry  Provisions,  and  no  water  Carriage. 
Should  you  think  that  a Material  Objection,  I would  propose  the  fol- 
lowing measures  in  the  Supposition  however  that  Coll.  Bradstreet  will 
have  Troops  to  spare,  as  must  be  the  Case  if  the  over  Lake  Indians 
confirm  the  Peace  that  he  should  send  me  from  Presque  Isle  to  Fort 
Pitt  by  Water  if  Possible,  if  not  by  land,  the  number  of  Troops  you 
would  Order,  That  he  Should  then  proceed  to  Sandusky  to  destroy  the 
Wiandots  Town,  while  I would  fall  down  the  River  to  attack  the  Dela- 
ware and  Shawnese,  and  after  disloging  them,  Send  Detachement  to 
all  the  smal  Towns  left  behind  us  between  the  Scioto  and  Post  Fort 
Pitt  to  burn  them,  and  Clear  all  that  Country  Colonel  Bradstreet’s 
Position,  would  facilitate  those  Operations  by  preventing  the  over  Lake 
Indians  sending  any  Assistance  to  their  Friends. 
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I shall  be  more  particular  in  the  detail  of  the  Plan  of  Operations,  in 
which  I may  be  concerned,  when  I can  ascertain  what  Troops  we  can 
collect  this  Way:  Till  then  the  Hospital,  Quarter  Master,  and  Major 
Brigade,  fixed  for  this  Department  may  remain  at  New  York. 

Your  Orders  concerning  the  Storekeepers,  flour  and  the  Provisions 
overdrawn  will  be  observed;  as  Sir  Jeffery  Amhersts  first  Orders  have 
been  published  to  the  Troops  in  this  Department.  It  is  very  just  that 
the  officers  who  diviate  from  them  should  refund  the  Rations  they  have 
overdrawn ; most  of  them  are  upon  half  Pay,  and  their  Stoppages  must 
be  made  in  the  hands  of  their  Agent  in  England. 

At  my  Return  in  Philadelphia  (at  the  time  the  Assembly  is  to  meet) 
I shall  settle  what  relates  to  Women  &c.  Having  not  before  this  year 
been  appointed  to  the  Command  of  this  Department  I could  make  no 
Alteration  in  what  had  been  established  by  the  Generals  who  commanded 
before.  But  I shall  now  immediately  Suppress  every  kind  of  Expence 
that  are  not  absolutely  necessary. 

Captain  Ourry’s  accompts  cannot  possibly  be  settled  but  by  a Quarter 
Master  General,  as  they  run  as  far  back  as  1760.  He  has  orders  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  Vouchers  to  New  York  where  Colonel  Robertson  might 
easely  examine  them  and  report  to  you : All  other  Accompts  that  have 
appeared  are  adjusted,  tho  not  paid.  Nelson  having  disapointed  us  in 
raising  the  Money : I hope  that  our  Method  of  Settling  those  Accompts 
will  meet  with  your  Approbation  Colonel  Reid  has  taken  infinite  Pains 
in  examining  every  Charge  most  minuetly ; he  has  made  great  Savings 
to  the  Publick,  and  done  Strict  Justice  to  the  People,  your  choice  could 
not  have  fall  upon  a Person  better  Qualified  in  every  respect  for  that 
trust  I inclose  you  a letter  from  Capt.  Grant®  as  it  covers  the  Deposi- 
tion of  one  Hicks^’^  I must  observe  to  you  that  he  had  lived  Voluntarily 
Several  Years  with  the  Indians  joined  them  in  their  Depredations 
against  us,  And  that  I have  the  Strongest  Reason  to  believe  him  a Spy, 
I desired  Capt.  Grant  to  keep  him  confined  if  my  letter  does  not  come 
too  late — , The  Six  Companies  had  received  their  orders  to  March  to 
Port  Loudoun^^  but  the  Creeks  being  impassable  by  Continual  Rains — 
I have  been  obliged  to  stop  them. 

H B 

“ Captain  William  Grant  replaced  Ecuyer  as  commander  at  Fort  Pitt. 

Gershom  Hicks  claimed  to  have  escaped  from  the  Shawnees. 

Fort  Loudon  (Loudon,  Franklin  county,  Pa.),  the  starting-point  of  Forbes’  Road. 


THE  ENGLISH  REGAIN  CONTROL 


271 


GAGE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  314] 


New  York,  May  14th  1764 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  21st  April,  was  received  by  me  some  Days  ago; 
and  on  the  12th  Inst.  I was  favored  with  both  your  Letters  of  the  2d 
Inst,  with  the  Dispatches  from  Fort  Pitt. 

I am  of  your  opinion,  that  the  Delawares  &c  will  soon  Sue  for  Peace. 
The  Terms  you  propose  are  very  proper,  I shall  acquaint  Sir  William 
Johnson  with  these  particulars  when  the  Time  comes,  to  treat  of  Peace. 
That  Transaction  must  be  left  entirely  with  Him.  My  Chief  Design  in 
demanding  a Tract  of  Land  for  the  King,  is  in  order  to  form  a Military 
Establishment  near  Fort  Pitt;  by  granting  the  Land  in  Lotts  of  100 
or  150  Acres,  on  Military  Tenures,  and  on  such  Conditions,  as  shall  be 
proper  for  the  Welfare  and  Security  of  such  a settlement,  dependant 
only  on  the  King,  and  his  Generals.  They  should  have  Courts  of 
Justice  of  their  own,  and  in  every  respect  be  a little  Community  by 
themselves,  of  which  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort  should  be  Governor. 
It  is  confidently  said,  that  neither  Virginia  or  Pennsylvania  can  claim 
by  their  Charter  up  to  the  Ohio.  I wish  you  could  get  some  certain 
knowledge  of  this  matter,  and  how  far  their  Boundarys  realy  go. 
I am  informed  Virginia  does  not  go  beyond  the  heads  of  Potowmack. 
As  you  have  a perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Country  round  Fort  Pitt,  I 
wish  when  you  have  Leizure  to  think  of  such  a Project,  that  you  would 
sketch  out  the  spots  proper  to  begin  upon,  and  how  to  proceed  till  the 
whole  Tract  should  be  settled,  in  different  Townships,  taking  in  Waters 
upon  the  Right  and  left  as  much  as  possible,  and  always  have  in  view 
Security  and  Defence.  Proper  conditions  should  likewise  be  thought 
of;  Mustering  and  Days  of  Exercise,  obligation  to  appear  in  Arms, 
Quantity  of  Ammunition  each  to  have,  at  all  Times,  Obligation  to  culti- 
vate the  Ground  in  Limited  Times,  supply  the  Fort  at  Market  Rates, 
so  many  Cattle  Hoggs  &ca  in  such  a Time  after  the  Grant  given.  To 
have  so  many  Boats  in  the  Settlement  always  ready  for  Service,  each 
to  contain  so  many  men  with  so  many  Months  Provision.  A great 
many  undigested  thoughts  have  come  into  My  Head  on  this  subject, 
and  I give  them  to  you  as  they  occur.  But  you  will  give  an  alarm  if 
you  make  mention  of  such  a Project,  therefore  dont  talk  of  it. 
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It  was  not  intended  that  Colonel  Bradstreet  should  make  any  stay  at 
Presqu’Isle ; the  uncertainty  of  the  Detroit  Indians,  whether  they  will 
be  inclined  to  Peace  or  War,  as  also  of  the  Indians  beyond  Detroit,  in 
going  to  Michillimakinak,  will  make  it  impossible  for  Colonel  Brad- 
street  to  send  any  Reinforcement  from  Presqu’Isle,  till  his  Return  from 
Michillimakinak:  and  that  may  be  very  late.  All  his  Troops  are  beyond 
Albany  except  those  of  Connecticut,  who  are  not  moved  yet,  as  I can 
learn  with  Certainty,  out  of  their  Province. 

The  scheme  you  propose  is  the  very  Plan  intended,  if  you  should  be 
able  to  assemble  a Body  sufficient  to  execute  it;  and  Sir  Win.  Johnson 
has  promised  that  a large  Body  of  Indians  should  join  you  at  Fort 
Pitt,  when  I should  demand  them. 


I suppose  this  will  find  you  at  Philadelphia,  as  the  assembly  was  to 
meet  this  Day ; but  I don’t  imagine  they  will  do  anything  more  than 
declare  the  sentiment  of  their  Constituents,  agreeable  to  their  last  Re- 
solve and  Perhaps  petition  the  King  to  take  them  under  his  Protection. 

I have  read  the  Depositions  of  Hicks,  the  last  has  been  in  Part  con- 
firmed by  a Trader  whom  I have  examined;  who  was  at  Fort  Charles 
Prisoner,  when  White-Eyes  and  the  other  two  Indians  arrived  there. 
Hicks  is  a great  villain,  I am  glad  he  is  secured,  and  I must  desire  you 
will  have  him  tried  by  a Gen  [era]  1 Court  Martial  for  a spy.  Let  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Court  prove  him  a spy  as  strong  as  they  can.  And 
if  He  does  turn  out  a spy  He  must  be  hanged. 

The  two  Mackays  are  retired  on  Half-Pay,  and  are  succeeded  by 
Lieuts.  Prevost  and  Hutchinson.  If  Lieut.  Carre  would  purchase  in 
again,  it’s  Time  He  should  be  here.  He  shall  not  lose  his  Rank,  but 
the  sooner  he  comes  the  better.  I expect  Lieut.  Perkins  by  the  first 
ship  from  Mobile.  I am  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  have  His  Majesty’s 
Permission  to  return  to  England,  as  soon  as  the  service  will  permit  you 
to  leave  your  Command 

I am  with  great  Regard 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 


Thos.  Gage 


THE  ENGLISH  REGAIN  CONTROL 


273 


JOHNSON  TO  BOUQUET* 

[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21650,  f.  270] 

German  flatts  June  18th  1764 
Sir, 

I received  your  favour  of  the  31st  ult[im]o  on  the  day  I left  home 
being  now  thus  far  on  my  way  to  Niagara,  in  order  to  meet  those  Na- 
tions who  are  disposed  for  peace,  being  now  surrounded  by  several 
Indians  I am  prevented  from  writing  as  fully  as  I otherwise  should, 
but  I shall  be  heartily  glad  to  correspond  with  you  as  well  as  to  give 
you  my  Sentiments  on  every  Subject  necessary  towards  promoting  the 
success  of  your  operations. 

I am  of  opinion  that  1000  Men  will  be  the  smallest  number  you  can 
think  of  to  answer  the  purposes  of  your  Expedition,  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  Enemy  you  have  to  encounter  can  collect  an  Equal  Number  in 
one  body,  but  then  it  must  be  considered  that  Experience,  Activity, 
and  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  Country  will  give  a much  smaller  body 
of  Indians  great  advantage  over  us ; that  they  can  make  an  attack  with- 
out much  loss,  and  retreat  when  they  fail  of  success  without  the  risque 
to  which  we  should  be  exposed  in  the  same  situation. 

The  delays  which  attended  the  raising  men  for  the  Service  has  given 
our  Enemys  great  consequence  as  well  as  retarded  your  design,  the  rea- 
sons therefore  you  assign  against  an  Expedition  by  Water  appear  very 
material  to  me ; Altho’  I am  informed  by  the  Indians  that  they  pass  up 
and  down  the  Muskingum  and  Scioto  at  all  Seasons,  but  whether  the 
Size  and  figure  of  your  Boats  will  permit  you  to  run  that  hazard  is 
difficult  to  determine,  and  I am  sensible  a retreat  against  the  Stream  of 
Ohio  will  greatly  expose  you  if  drove  to  that  necessity ; otherwise  I 
shoud  think  that  an  Expedition  up  the  Muskingum,  and  from  thence 
by  Land  along  a good  road  to  Scioto  would  appear  the  best. 

Your  account  of  the  openness  of  the  Woods  and  Description  of 
Country  over  the  Ohio  agrees  with  mine  and  I should  think  the  same 
practicable  with  Troops,  hardy,  active  and  Experienced  in  the  Woods; 
to  get  the  Generality  of  men  so  qualified  is  very  difficult,  and  without 
such  no  Expedition  can  be  carried  on  thro’  the  interior  parts  of 
America  with  any  prospect  of  success. 

I have  conferred  with  Colonel  Bradstreet,  concerning  his  Expedition 
and  I am  of  opinion  that  his  making  some  attempt  by  way  of  Sandosky 


* Printed  in  Sir  William  Johnson  Papers,  IV,  450-452. 
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would  greatly  contribute  to  your  Success,  if  you  were  at  the  same 
time  ready  to  cooperate  with  him,  but  that  I fear  is  now  too  late  to 
Expect ; At  all  Events  there  are  many  Villages  at  present  about  the 
Muskingham  and  I dare  say  your  first  attempt  will  be  there  to  prevent 
their  obstructing  your  retreat. 

Many  of  the  Indians  about  Ohio  may  probably  have  changed  their 
situation  very  lately,  I know  their  attention  at  present  is  to  our  at- 
tempts by  the  Lakes,  but  on  my  arrival  at  Niagara  which  will  be  in 
about  10  or  12  Days  I shall  be  enabled  to  know  farther  concerning  the 
designs  and  Scituation  of  the  Enemy,  and  also  do  all  in  my  power  to 
send  you  a body  of  Indians  under  proper  Officers  by  way  of  Presqu’Isle 
to  Fort  Pitt : with  regard  to  provisions  I am  sensible  of  the  difficulties 
you  will  have  in  transporting  them  at  the  same  time  I know  that  the 
Indians  will  not  be  content  with  it  according  to  any  certain  allowance, 
but  will  require  it  as  often  as  hungry. 

As  I have  presents  and  Cloathing  with  me,  I shall  supply  them  at 
Niagara,  least  it  could  not  be  purchased  and  got  up  in  Sufficient  time 
to  Fort  Pitt. 

I have  this  moment  received  a Letter  from  Niagara  acquainting  me 
that  about  a Week  ago  a party  of  30  Friend  Indians  who  were  coming 
in  to  joyn  the  rest  I sent  there,  on  passing  an  outpost  sang  their  Song 
and  discharged  their  pieces  as  is  always  customary;  but  the  Serjeants 
who  commanded  mistaking  them  for  an  Enemy  fired  upon  them  and 
dangerously  wounded  three  of  the  Indians ; this  is  very  unlucky  and 
I fear  from  the  natural  Jealousy  of  the  Indians  I shall  have  enough  to 
do  to  convince  them  it  was  a mistake. 

On  my  arrival  at  Niagara  I shall  speak  to  the  Indians  that  a good 
party  may  proceed  to  you,  but  as  the  certainty  of  their  Rout,  Numbers, 
and  other  particulars  will  depend  on  many  circumstances,  I must  deferr 
anything  more  on  that  head  until  my  arrival  there ; when  I shall  acquaint 
you  with  everything  necessary  for  your  information  as  well  as  do  all 
in  my  power  for  promoting  the  success  of  your  Expedition. 

I am, 

with  much  Esteem 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Wm.  Johnson 


XII.  BRADSTREET’S  TREATY  AND  BOUQUET’S  PEACE 


SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  the  able  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  prepared  the  way  for  the  two  punitive  expeditions  of  1764. 
In  July,  he  came  to  Fort  Niagara  and  remained  there  until  August,  hold- 
ing a series  of  councils  with  delegates  from  various  Indian  tribes.  He 
negotiated  treaties  of  peace  with  many  outlying  tribes,  thus  reducing 
the  area  of  hostile  territory  to  the  country  between  the  Ohio  and  Lake 
Erie.  The  Senecas  were  won  over,  a success  which  opened  the  way 
for  Bradstreet’s  advance  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The 
Delawares  and  Shawnees  remained  aloof,  and  refused  to  seek  peace. 
Now,  the  Lake  Erie  expedition  and  Bouquet’s  expected  drive  into  cen- 
tral Ohio  threatened  them  from  both  north  and  south. 

Colonel  John  Bradstreet  and  his  force  stayed  at  Niagara  until  the 
councils  were  over,  perhaps  to  lend  the  weight  of  English  arms  to 
Johnson’s  negotiations.  On  the  “blessed  sixth  of  August,”  the  anni- 
versary of  Bushy  Run,  the  northern  expedition  set  out,  marching  to 
Fort  Schlosser  above  the  Falls,  and  there  embarking.  The  force  of 
over  two  thousand  men  was  large  enough  to  withstand  any  possible 
Indian  attack. 

The  expedition  arrived  at  Anse  aux  Feuilles  on  August  11.  The 
next  day,  ten  Indian  deputies  came  to  the  camp,  and  claimed  they  had 
been  sent  to  make  peace.  Colonel  Bradstreet  concluded  an  ill-advised 
treaty  with  them  and  sent  off  a number  of  letters  from  Presque  Isle  to 
Governor  Penn,  Colonel  Bouquet,  and  others,  announcing  in  effect  that 
the  war  was  over. 

Bouquet  was  amazed  and  angry.  He  believed  that  the  Indians  had 
tricked  Bradstreet,  and  he  was  justified  by  the  continuance  of  Indian 
depredations  on  the  frontier.  With  General  Gage’s  approval,  he  dis- 
allowed the  treaty,  and  set  out  from  Fort  Pitt  on  October  the  first,  to 
invade  the  Muskingum  valley,  where  the  Indians  had  sought  refuge, 
thinking  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  English.  The  successful  penetration 
of  Bouquet’s  army  into  the  valley  forced  them  to  sue  for  peace. 

After  a long  series  of  speeches  and  discussions  with  Guyasutha, 
Custaloga,  King  Beaver,  and  other  chiefs.  Colonel  Bouquet  granted 
them  a suspension  of  arms.  They  promised  to  return  all  the  prisoners 
they  had  taken,  and  gave  hostages  for  good  behavior.  Sir  William 
Johnson  would  receive  their  deputies,  and  negotiate  the  final  peace. 
This  was  done,  in  the  following  year,  at  Oswego. 
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DOW^  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21650,  f.  388] 

[Niagara,  Aug.  6,  1764] 

My  Dear  Collonel 

I have  just  time  to  informe  you  That  S[i]r  William  Johnson  his 
made  pease  with  those  rascals  at  last,  which  I am  Sorry  for  yett  by  a 
letter  from  the  Delawares  and  Shawness,  they  seem  either  to  be  im- 
pudent, and  I wish  Collonel  Bradestreet  could  come  with  them,  and  I 
should  be  extreamly  happy  to  meat  w[i]t[h]  you  on  the  other  Syde  of 
them.  They  have  delyvered  up  a good  many  Prisoners,  and  to  appear- 
ance seems  to  be  sensible  of  the  wrong  they  have  done. 

We  march  this  day  to  Fort  Schlosser  and  to  morrow  imbarks  in  the 
new  constructed  Boats,  which  I have  no  great  opinion  of,  they  have 
Fifteen  Barrells  of  Provisions,  beseides  all  the  Stores,  they  are  very 
slight  and  if  we  have  any  storms  on  the  lake  they  most  go  the  Dyvel  for 
they  have  such  a large  Keel,  it  will  be  impossible  to  run  them  ashore 
I shall  be  sure  to  lett  you  know  from  time  to  time  of  our  proceedings, 
and  nothing  will  do  me  more  pleasure  than  to  heare  from  you  The 
Indians  consum  here  every  day  neare  Three  Thousand  Rations,  on[e] 
day  they  had  four,  If  Ratzer  or  Phister'  does  not  send  you  a plan  of  the 
Falls  they  are  much  to  Blame. 

I am  with  great  respect 
My  Dear  Collonel 

Your  very  much  obliged 

Your  most  Ob[edient]  and  very  Humble  Serv[an]t 

James  Dow 

Niagara  the  Blessed  6th  of  Aug  1764 

I fancy  Coll  Bradstreet  his  wrote  you,  as  he  made  me  write  your 
name  to  him. 


^ Lieutenant  James  Dow,  quartermaster,  father  of  Ensign  Dow. 
^ Engineer  officers. 
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JOURNAL  OF  CAPTAIN  JOHN  MONTRESOR® 

[N.  y.  Hist.  Soc.  Colls.  (1881),  279-282] 

^ if: 

9th  [August  1764],  At  11  o’clock  this  morning  the  whole  Troops, 
Indians  &c  proceeded  in  Boats  on  the  Lake  and  arrived  this  night  at  a 
Cove  on  the  North  Shore,  called  the  Traders  Landing,  9 miles  from  the 
Discharge  of  the  Lake  and  encamped  there.  This  morning  employed  in 
loading  the  2 vessels  and  in  repairing  the  Boats  sustained  by  the  Dam- 
age of  the  Keels^  in  the  rapids  and  in  bawling  them  on  shore  on  a Rocky 
Beach,  being  loaded  each  with  15  Barrels  of  Provisions.  The  17th 
Reg[imen]t  taking  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rapids  toward  Buffalo  Creek 
got  into  the  Surf  and  lost  2 Boats  and  amongst  them  and  the  rest  of 
their  boats  suffered  much.  Carpenters  were  sent  to  repair  them.  Winds 
west  but  moderate  and  fine.  Began  making  my  chart  of  the  rout. 

10th  August  1764.- — The  whole  waiting,  for  the  17th  Reg[imen]t  not 
arriving  as  was  expected,  proceeded  at  9 o’clock  this  morning  immedi- 
ately across  the  lake  to  the  South  Side  and  arrived  this  afternoon  at  4 
o’clock  at  River  au  Sable^  25  Miles  but  not  before  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions were  taken  for  the  landing  the  whole  being  Scoured  by  a small 
party  of  Canawaga  Indians.®  This  morning  orders  were  sent  Express 
to  the  17th  Reg[imen]t  to  join  the  whole  at  River  au  Sable  and  a Pilot 
was  sent  for  that  purpose.  Fine  weather  and  moderate  winds  at  S. 
W[es]t.  This  morning  the  order  for  Battle  was  given  out,  which  is  to 
be  observed  for  the  Lake  Encampment  and  attack,  the  whole  consisting 
of  68  Large  Boats  and  a Number  of  birch  Canoes  for  the  Indians  and  6 
Indians  in  each  Boat.  Total  of  the  Troops  2000. 

11th  [August  1764].  Arrived  the  17th  Reg[imen]t  at  10  o’clock  this 
morning.  The  whole  proceeded  at  7 and  at  11.  Halted,  as  the  weather 
seemed  suspicious.  At  2 o’clock  this  afternoon  Continued  our  Route, 
wind  Still  at  S.  W[es]t.  Consumption  of  Provisions  140  Barrels  a 

* Then  Lieutenant  and  Sub-Engineer.  According  to  an  earlier  statement  in  his 
journal,  he  went  on  an  expedition  in  the  fall  of  1763  to  relieve  Detroit,  was  cast 
away  on  Presque  Isle,  but  reached  Detroit  on  October  3. 

‘This  should  read:  “The  Damage  sustained  by  the  Keels  of  the  Boats.” 

’ Probably  Cattaraugus  Creek. 

' Iroquois  Indians  from  a settlement  formed  by  the  French  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
river  near  Quebec. 
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week.  The  weather  clearing  up  Continued  our  Rout  and  arrived  at 
Alice  aux  feuilles"  18  miles  from  the  last  encampment,  could  not  proceed 
further  the  wind  blowing  fresh  S.  W[es]t.  The  whole  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness,  to  embark  in  case  of  a lull  for  a Push  to  Presque 
Isle  as  the  Shore  home  hence  thither  is  dangerous,  particularly,  on  ac- 
count of  Les  ecores  de  Chatacouan®  and  to  Surprize  the  ennemy  sup- 
posed to  be  laying  Concealed  there  to  attack  us  as  per  relation  in  Coun- 
cil, held  the  10th  by  the  3 chiefs  of  the  Carnawagas,  Onandagas  and 
Oneydos.  The  weather  much  the  same  together  with  the  representation 
of  the  Indian  Chiefs  lest  their  Warriors  should  be  left  behind  as  not 
choosing  to  risk  that  coast  in  the  night.  The  whole  halted. 

12th  [August  1764].  Wind  at  S.  W[es]t.  Windbound  this  day  and 
night,  attended  with  a Surf  which  obliged  us  to  unload  and  haul  up 
the  boats  to  the  edge  of  the  Woods  by  which  they  received  some  small 
damage,  owing  to  the  mismanagement  of  the  men.  This  morning  ar- 
rived 2 Canoes  with  10  Savages  Chief  warriors  and  deputies  from  the 
Castles  of  the  Hurons  of  Sandusky — Delawares,  Shawnese  and  5 Na- 
tions inhabiting  the  Plains  of  the  Scioto  to  entreat  for  a Peace.  Granted 
Conditionally  as  per  articles  of  the  Terms  of  Peace. 

Strength  of  the  Troops 1979 

310  Indians  out  of  574  Intended 


2289  Total 

13th  August  1764.  Proceeded  at  ^ after  8 this  morning  the  wind 
still  at  S.  W.  but  moderate,  continued  for  15  miles  to  a Cove  at  a Point 
of  Chatacouen  and  there  Halted  for  the  rear  till  after  2 this  after- 
noon. Wind  notwithstanding  foul,  set  off  and  arrived  at  a fine  Cove 
22  miles  further  and  encampt  as  it  seemed  to  threaten  to  blow  and  night 
coming  on.  Gained  this  day  Thirty  seven  miles. 

14th  [August  1764].  At  6 this  morning  the  whole  set  sail  for  Presque 
Isle.  Wind  at  S.  S.  West  and  arrived  there  at  9 — twelve  miles.  Halted 
a short  time  and  continued  to  the  carrying  Place,  being  4 miles  further 
and  there  encamped,  the  wind  fresh  and  foul.  Total  of  miles  this  day 
16.  Disembarked  the  loading  out  of  all  the  Boats  and  sent  them  around 
the  Peninsula.  Some  Boats  were  carried  over  this  carrying  Place  which 

’ Bay  of  Leaves,  probably  the  cove  at  Van  Buren  point. 

® Cliffs  of  Chautauqua. 
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is  some  45  yards  across.  Encamped  on  the  Istmas  of  the  Presque  Isle, 
the  wind  and  surf  being  very  violent  in  the  night  the  whole  were  obliged 
to  be  hauled  further  on  the  Beach. 

15th  [August  1764].  A Council  held  with  the  Indians  and  Deputies 
from  the  Ennemy  Indians  and  the  Articles  with  the  Terms  of  peace  were 
Signed  in  Council  by  both  parties.  A Boat  belonging  to  the  17th 
Reg[imen]t  went  to  pieces.  The  wind  very  strong  at  n.  n.  w.  with  a 
great  swell,  obliged  us  to  remain  in  Camp  this  night.  Either  lost  him- 
self or  deserted  a Soldier  from  the  Jersey  Reg[imen]t  and  one  from 
the  17th  Reg[imen]t. 

16th  [August  1764].  This  day  went  off  Express  Col.  Bradstreet’s 
dispatches  to  Eort  Pitt,  an  Oneyda  a Tuscarora,  one  Onondaga  and  two 
of  the  Shawanese  Deputies,  Containing  the  Articles  with  the  Terms  of 
Peace,  from  thence  they  are  to  proceed  to  the  Plains  of  Scioto  and  meet 
the  Troops  (with  the  Chiefs  and  Prisoners)  at  Sandusky.  At  8 o’clock 
the  whole  continued  their  Rout — ^the  wind  at  NE  with  a great  Swell  in- 
somuch that  those  Indians  which  travel  in  Birch  Canoes  were  obliged 
to  remain.  The  whole  halted  at  La  Riviere  de  VillejoinP — 17  miles. 
The  Indians  went  hunting.  Provisions  issued  to  the  Troops.  The 
Canoes  with  the  Indians  arrived  and  the  rest.  Some  of  the  Indians 
joined  us  by  land,  but  were  so  long  on  their  rout  that  we  were  obliged 
to  encamp  ourselves  here. 

^ :)p.  iff. 

BRADSTREET  TO  PENN* *i“ 

[Provincial  Record,  S,  534-537] 

Presque  Isle,  14th  August  1764 

Sir, 

As  it  may  be  agreeable  to  you  and  the  People  under  your  Govern- 
ment, to  know,  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  peace  concluded  with  all  the 


“ Conneaut  Creek. 

* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  IX,  193-197. 

“John  Penn,  grandson  of  William  Penn,  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania from  1763  to  1771. 
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Nations  of  Indians,  that  have  done  you  so  much  damage,  I have  enclosed 
you  a copy  of  what  has  passed  upon  the  Occasion 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

John  Bradstreet 

P.  S.  Perhaps,  under  the  present  Circumstances  of  the  Troops,  acting 
from  your  Quarter,  and  the  advanced  Season,  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
the  Southern  Governments  to  have  early  information  of  this  affair,  in 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  act  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  you. 

Enclosure 

Council  With  Indians 

Lake  Erie  Camp  at  I’Anie  aux  Feuilles, 
Three  o’Clock  in  the  afternoon, 

August  12th  1764 

At  the  request  of  ten  Savages  who  arrived  this  Morning,  saying  they 
were  sent  by  the  Hurons  of  Sandusky,  the  Shawanese,  the  Delawares, 
what  they  call  the  five  Nations,  inhabiting  the  Scioto  Plains,  the  Banks 
of  the  Ohio,  Presque  Isle  &ca  &ca,  I received  from  them  the  following 
Speeches : 

First.  A Long  Compliment,  with  a String  of  Wampum 

Secondly.  A String  of  Wampum,  begging  leave  to  speak  and  be 
heard. 

Thirdly.  We  ask  in  the  name  of  the  whole  of  the  above  Nations 
where  this  Army  is  going,  and  what  are  your  intentions? 

That  on  receiving  certain  Intelligence  that  you  were  coming  against 
us  with  an  Army,  we  immediately  called  in  all  our  Warriors,  who  were 
out  against  your  Frontiers,  and  determined  to  meet  you  on  this  Lake, 
and  beg  for  Mercy  and  forgiveness  and  Peace,  which  we  now  do  in  the 
name  of,  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Nations  above  mentioned,  the  whole 
being  truly  sensible  of  their  past  Folly  and  unjust  Behaviour  to  the 
English,  without  Cause. 

A String  of  Wampum. 

Colonel  Bradstreets  Answers  to  the  above. 

First.  I thank  you  for  the  Compliment 


bradstreet’s  treaty  and  bouquet’s  peace 


281 


Secondly.  You  may  have  leave  to  speak  openly  and  freely. 

Thirdly.  The  reason  for  marching  the  Army  this  way  to  revenge  the 
Insults  and  Injuries  done  to  the  English,  on  those  Savages  who  have 
not  asked  forgiveness,  and  given  Sureties  for  their  future  good  Be- 
haviour. 

You  have  done  well  in  calling  in  all  your  Warriors,  begging  Peace, 
and  truly  repenting  of  your  late  insolence  and  bad  conduct  towards 
the  English,  without  any  provocation  whatsoever,  and  I am  surprized 
to  find  you  begging  peace  and  forgiveness,  so  soon  after  writing  such  an 
impertinent  Letter  as  that  you  sent  by  Smallman  to  Pittsburg,  Detroit 
&ca,  notwithstanding  which,  since  you  implore  Forgiveness  and  Mercy, 
I will  on  the  following  Terms  grant  Peace  unto  you,  provided  you  are 
fully  impowered  from  the  Nations  abovementioned,  and  that  the  Chiefs 
will  ratify  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  you  name  the  Chiefs. 

Answer. 

We  are  fully  impowered  to  conclude  and  sign  a Peace,  if  we  can 
obtain  it ; the  Chiefs  of  the  above  Nations  will  ratify  it,  and  their  names 
are  as  followeth,  vizt : 

For  the  Shawanese Scobalectic,  the  great  War  Chief. 

Delawares  The  whole  of  the  Chiefs. 

Sandusky  Hurons  Sastaregi,  Chief  of  the  Warriors. 

And  themselves  of  the  Five  Nations  of  the  Scioto  Plains,  &ca  &ca 
vizt  Cuyashota,’-^  Decencytaryectoo,  Tisnennockshoree,  Aleywauneta, 
and  Anarunqua. 

Terms  on  which  Peace  is  granted. 

First.  All  Prisoners  shall  be  delivered  up  at  Sandusky  directly,  Eng- 
lish, French  and  Blacks  without  reserve  or  excuse  of  being  married, 
or  any  otherwise  connected  with  you,  and  should  there  be  any  un- 
willing to  leave  you,  they  must  be  obliged  to  come. 

Secondly.  All  the  Chiefs  above  mentioned  shall  come  with  their 
Prisoners  and  ratify  the  Peace  I shall  now  grant. 

”■  Cuyashota,  Kiasutha  or  Guyasutha,  a Seneca  chief,  belonging  to  the  scattered 
Iroquois  groups  of  the  Ohio  valley.  Notable  in  affairs  of  the  period,  he  is  said 
to  have  accompanied  Washington  to  Fort  Le  Boeuf  and  to  have  taken  part  in 
Braddock’s  defeat  and  the  Battle  of  Bushy  Run.  He  took  part  in  many  import- 
ant councils,  as  in  the  peace  conference  with  Bouquet  in  November  1754,  and  was 
a signer  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Harmar,  1789. 
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Thirdly.  Six  of  the  Principal  Men  of  the  Deputation  now  here, 
must  remain  as  Hostages  for  the  true  Performance  of  the  Engagements 
they  hereby  enter  into,  and  in  consideration  of  my  not  marching,  im- 
mediately on  my  landing,  against  their  Castles,  as  I at  first  intended ; 
and  the  other  four,  with  one  of  my  Officers  and  an  Indian  belonging 
to  this  Army,  must  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  acquaint  the 
Chiefs  of  the  peace  granted,  and  what  is  expected  from  them,  as  I am 
determined  not  to  lose  time,  or  suffer  myself  to  be  imposed  on. 

Fourthly.  That  this  Peace  may  last  forever,  the  Nations  above  men- 
tioned must  entirely  relinquish  their  claims  to  the  Forts  and  Posts  the 
English  now  have  in  their  Country ; and  that  the  English  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  build  and  erect  as  many  Forts  or  Trading  Houses  as  they 
may  find  necessary  for  carrying  on  Trade  betwixt  them  and  the  Savages 
without  Interruption,  and  they  shall  grant  us  as  much  Land  round  the 
Forts  as  a Cannon  can  throw  a shot  over,  for  the  raising  a proper  supply 
of  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison  and  Traders,  which  Lands 
they  are  to  renounce  and  look  on  as  the  property  of  the  English  for  ever. 

Fifthly.  That  I shall  be  at  liberty  to  send  in  safety  from  this  Army 
to  your  Castles,  Six  English,  Six  Canadians  and  six  Indians,  to  see 
that  you  bring  away  all  the  Prisoners  that  you  have,  which  Prisoners 
you  are  to  furnish  with  Horses  and  Provisions  during  their  Journey, 
and  treat  them  with  all  the  tenderness  and  kindness  you  can  shew ; 
and  that  I may,  for  the  Security  of  the  People  I send  have  with  me 
an  equal  number  of  Indians  of  your  Nations,  till  the  return  of  the  above 
six  English,  six  Canadians,  and  six  Indians. 

Sixthly.  That  if  hereafter  it  should  happen  that  any  person  belonging 
to  the  above  Nations  shall  kill  or  plunder  any  of  the  English,  the  person 
or  persons  so  offending,  shall  be  immediately  given  up  and  delivered 
at  Fort  Pitt,  there  to  be  tried  for  the  Offence  committed,  agreeable  to 
the  Laws  and  Customs  of  the  English,  with  this  Difference  only,  that 
one  half  of  the  Jury  shall  be  Indians  of  the  same  Nation  as  the  Offender. 

Seventhly.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  an  Army’s  marching  against 
the  above  Nations  by  the  Ohio ; but  in  consideration  of  your  truly  re- 
penting of  your  late  bad  conduct  towards  the  English,  and  the  Engage- 
ments you  hereby  enter  into,  and  the  Promises  you  also  make  of  your 
future  good  Behaviour,  I shall  send  and  prevent  their  proceeding  against 
you ; but  be  assured,  should  you  ever  be  guilty  of  the  like  bad  Behaviour 
again,  you  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  Face  of  the  Earth. 
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Eightly.  If  any  of  the  Nations  or  Tribes  herein  mentioned,  should 
separately  violate  this  Peace,  and  disturb  the  publick  Tranquility,  the 
others  shall  consider  themselves  as  bound  to  make  war  on  them  sepa- 
rately or  jointly  with  the  English  and  their  Allies,  till  they  have  brought 
them  to  reason,  as  also  against  any  Indians,  Enemies  to  the  English,  and 
the  English  will  assist  them  against  their  Enemies. 

Ninthly.  To  avoid  being  imposed  on  by  Delays  in  ratifying  this 
peace,  and  so  lose  the  Season  for  acting  against  the  above  Indians,  I do 
allow  Twenty  five  days  from  the  date  hereof,  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Chiefs  of  the  above  Nations  with  all  their  Prisoners,  at  Sandusky,  and 
should  they  fail  herein,  what  has  been  done  I shall  look  on  as  void,  and 
they  may  expect  to  find  us  Warriors  instead  of  Brothers  and  Friends. 

By  the  power  invested  in  me  by  His  Excellency  Major  General  Gage, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesty’s  Forces  in  North  America, 
&ca.  these  are  the  Terms  of  Peace  I grant  to  the  Nations  heretofore 
mentioned ; that  is  to  say,  to  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  the  Hurons  of 
Sandusky,  the  five  Nations  of  Scioto,  the  Ohio  and  Presque-Isle. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal,  at  the  place  and  on  the  date  above 

mentioned.  t t-, 

John  Bradstreet 


From  the  power  we  have  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Delawares 
the  Shawanese  the  Hurons  of  Sandusky,  the  Five  Nations  of  the  In- 
dians inhabiting  the  Plains  of  Scioto,  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio,  Presque- 
Isle  &ca  &ca.  We  do  in  the  name  of  the  above  Nations,  together  with 
ourselves,  most  gratefully  accept  the  Terms  above  mentioned  and 
granted,  and  we  do,  most  solemnly  bind  ourselves  and  them  to  the  true 
performance  of  each  article  in  every  respect. 

Signed  after  the  manner  of  the  Indians,  with  the  representation  of  a 
Turtle,  a Fox  and  Wolf,  wdth  two  Crosses. 


This  Peace  being  agreed  on,  the  Six  Nations  and  Indians  of  Canada 
got  up  and  took  the  Deputies  by  the  hand,  saying  they  were  glad  to  see 
they  were  come  to  their  senses,  and  hoped  they  would  continue  so ; if 
they  did  not,  on  the  first  Breach  of  this  Peace,  which  they  were  wit- 
nesses to  their  concluding,  they  would  immediately  make  War  against 
them. 

A True  Copy.  Thomas  Manx/"  Aid  de  Camp. 


“Major  Thomas  Mante,  author  of  the  History  of  the  Late  War  in  North  America 
(London,  1772),  one  of  the  earliest  histories  of  the  war. 
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BOUQUET  TO  GAGE 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21637,  f.  SS] 


Sir/ 


Camp  Near  Fort  Loudoun  27th  August  1764 


I received  this  moment  advice  from  Col : Bradstreet,  of  his  having 
granted  Peace  to  all  the  Indians  living  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio:  The  Terms  he  gives  them  are  such  as  fill  me  with  Astonish- 
ment. After  the  Massacres  of  our  Officers  and  Garrisons,  and  of  our 
Traders  and  Inhabitants,  in  Time  of  a profound  Peace:  After  the  Im- 
mense Expence  of  the  Crown,  and  some  of  the  Provinces  to  punish 
those  infamous  Murderers,  not  the  least  Satisfaction  is  obtained. 

Had  Col : Bradstreet  been  so  well  informed  as  I am,  of  the  horrid 
Perfidies  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawanesse,  whose  Parties  as  late  as  the 
22d  Instant,  killed  Six  Men,  and  have  taken  four  Prisoners  on  this 
Frontier  (not  to  recall  the  Schoking  and  recent  Murder  of  the  School 
Master  and  Children  he  never  Could  have  compromised  the  Honor 
of  the  Nation  by  such  disgraceful  Conditions : and  that  at  a Time  when 
Two  Armies  after  long  Strugles,  are  in  full  motion  to  penetrate  into  the 
Heart  of  the  Enemies  Country. 

Permit  me  likewise  Humbly  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  I 
have  not  deserved  the  Affront  laid  upon  me  by  this  Treaty  of  Peace  con- 
cluded by  a Younger  officer,  in  the  Department  where  you  have  done 
me  the  Honor  to  appoint  me  to  Command,  without  refering  the  Deputys, 
of  the  Savages  to  me  at  Fort  Pitt,  but  telling  them  that  he  shall  send 
and  prevent  my  proceeding  against  them.  I can  therefore  take  no 
Notice  of  his  Peace,  but  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Ohio,  where  I shall 
wait  till  I receive  Your  Orders  how  to  Act  afterwards. 

Col : Reid^'*  is  safely  arrived  at  Ligoneer  and  will  be  to  Morrow  with 
his  Convoy  at  Pittsburgh ; he  writes  me  that  every  Body  with  him,  ex- 
presses the  greatest  Indignation  at  the  Terms  granted  by  Col:  Brad- 
street And  the  few  Officers  here  who  are  acquainted  with  it  from  Fort 
Pitt  are  of  the  same  opinion  and  indeed  when  I compare  them  with  your 
Orders  to  me  and  the  few  Hints  I took  the  Liberty,  upon  a full  knowl- 
edge of  these  Savages,  to  lay  before  you  last  Year,  and  which  you  was 
pleased  to  approve  of,  I can  not  reconcile  myself  to  the  thought  of  seeing 
those  Vilains  go  unpunished.  g 

“ See  Parkman,  Conspiracy  of  Pontiac,  II,  96-97. 

“ Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42nd  regiment  preceded  Bouquet  to  Fort  Pitt. 


bradstreet’s  treaty  and  bouquet’s  peace 


285 


BOUQUET  TO  PENN 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21637,  f.  54] 

Fort  Loudoun 
27th  Aug[u]st  1764 

Governor  Penn/ 

Sir/ 

I have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  a letter  from  Col : Bradstreet, 
who  acquaints  me  that  he  has  granted  Peace  to  all  the  Indians  living 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio ; but  as  no  Satisfaction  is  insisted 
on;  I hope  the  General  wont  Confirm  it,  and  that  I shall  not  be  a Wit- 
ness to  a Transaction  which  would  fix  an  Indelible  Stain  upon  the 
Nation.  I therefore  take  no  Notice  of  that  pretended  Peace,  and  pro- 
ceed forthwith  on  the  Expedition  fully  determined  to  treat  as  Enemies 
any  Delawares  or  Shawneesse  I shall  find  in  my  Way,  till  I receive 
Contrary  Orders  from  the  General. 

H.  B. 


GAGE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  373] 

New  York  Sept.  2d  1764 
Sir, 

I was  this  Day  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  27th  of  August ; 
inclosing  Dispatches  from  Colonel  Bradstreet : which,  to  my  great 
Astonishment,  contained  Articles  of  a Peace  which  He  has  taken 
upon  Himself  to  conclude,  with  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares.  A Peace 
that  obtains  not  the  least  Satisfaction  for  all  the  Crueltys  those  Bar- 
barians have  been  guilty  of ; that  add  Dishonour  to  our  arms  amongst 
the  Indians,  and  can  serve  no  Purpose ; but  be  the  Basis  of  future 
Massacres.  I send  you  My  Answer  open,  to  Colonel  Bradstreet  which 
you  will  please  to  Seal  and  contrive  every  means  to  get  it  to  his  Hands. 
I send  a Duplicate  by  the  way  of  Niagara.  This  will  show  you  my 
opinion  of  this  Peace,  without  saying  more,  about  what  Stings  me  to 
the  quick. 

You  do  well  to  proceed  in  your  operations,  I annuli  and  disavow  the 
Peace.  Attack  and  use  every  means  to  extirpate  the  Shawnese  and 
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Delawares,  and  listen  to  no  Terms  of  Peace,  till  they  deliver  the  Pro- 
moters of  the  War  into  your  Hands  to  be  put  to  Death,  and  send  their 
Deputys  to  Sir  William  Johnson  to  sue  for  Peace.  You  may  write  what 
shall  occurr  to  you  as  proper  to  be  told  Colonel  Bradstreet,  concerning 
the  mutual  Assistance  you  can  give  each  other.  I am  with  great  Regard 

Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

Thos.  Gage 

P;  S: 

You  will  have  observed  that  Colonel  Bradstreet  has  given  the  Sav- 
ages Twenty  Five  Days  to  bring  all  their  Prisoners  to  Sandusky  so  I 
conclude  from  thence,  that  He  may  be  found  there.  His  Letter  is  dated 
the  14th  of  August. 

T.  G. 


BOUQUET  TO  BRADSTREET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21637,  f.  61] 

Camp  at  Ligonier 
12th  September  1764 

Colonel  Bradstreet 
Sir/ 

I transmit  to  you  Two  Letters  from  His  Excellency  General  Gage, 
who  refuses  to  ratifie  the  Treaty  you  have  Concluded,  with  the  Shawnese 
and  Delawares,  and  will  grant  them  no  Terms,  unless  they  deliver  first 
in  our  hands,  the  Promoters  of  the  War  to  be  put  to  Death,  and  after 
they  have  Complied  with  that  Condition,  they  will  be  admited  to  send 
Deputies  properly  Authorized  to  Sir  William  Johnson  to  sue  for  Peace, 
and  in  case  they  should  refuse  to  comply  with  that  Condition,  he  renews 
his  Orders  to  me  to  attack  them  immediately  acting  in  concert  with  you. 
Therefore  I take  this  Opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that  I shall  cross  the 
Ohio  on  the  first  day  of  October  next  and  proceed  to  Muskingham  to 
attack  the  Delaware  Troops  upon  that  River,  and  as  you  are  so  much 
nearer  the  Lower  Shawnese  Towns,  I beg  you  will  direct  your  Attack 
that  Way  to  devide  the  Attention  and  the  Forces  of  the  Enemy  and 
facilitate  Mutualy  our  Operations. 
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Out  of  the  Number  of  Indians  with  you  it  would  be  of  great  Service 
to  me,  if  you  could  send  me  One  hundred  with  a few  White  Men, 
who  should  be  directed  to  give  me  early  notice  of  their  Approach,  that 
they  may  be  received  as  Friends;  and  if  you  cannot  Spare  that  Number 
of  the  Allied  Indians,  you  might  give  me  one  hundred  Canadians  to 
serve  with  me  as  Rangers  Mr.  McKee^®  who  will  deliver  you  this,  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  Shawnese  Towns,  and  may  answer  any  In- 
quiries you  may  chuse  to  make  as  to  the  Situation  of  their  Towns  and 
I beg  he  may  join  me  again  with  the  Detachment  I request  of  you,  I 
hope  you  have  received  my  Letter  of  the  5th  Instant  by  Lowery,  and 
Mr.  McKee  will  have  another  Letter  for  you  calculated  only  to  be 
Shown  to  the  Savages,  in  case  they  should  offer  him  any  Violence,  that 
the  real  Letters  dont  fall  into  their  Hands.  No  Body  in  this  Army 
knows  the  Generals  determination  of  this  Affair,  And  I make  no  doubt 
that  you  will  declare  it  yourself  to  the  Delawares  and  Shawnese,  at  the 
time  and  in  the  Manner,  that  will  be  most  proper  to  make  them  submit 
to  their  fate,  either  by  consent  or  Force;  and  give  me  notice  of  their 
Determination  as  early  as  possible  keeping  hostages  for  the  safe  delivery 
of  any  Message  you  may  have  to  send.  . . . The  General  has  sent  you 
Duplicates  of  his  Dispatches  by  Mr.  Kemble  his  Aid  de  Camp ; by  the 
Way  of  Niagara. 

H.  B. 


GAGE  TO  BOUQUET 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21638,  f.  377] 


New  York  Sept[embe]r  15th  1764 

Sir, 

I was  this  day  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  5th  Inst,  by  which  I 
find,  those  Villains  who  have  amused  Colonel  Bradstreet  with  over- 
tures of  Peace  on  the  Side  of  Lake  Erie,  are  still  committing  Murders 
on  our  Frontiers  with  their  usual  Cruelty.  The  whole  Transaction  be- 
twixt them  and  Colonel  Bradstreet,  seems  only  intended  to  deceive  Him, 
and  ward  off  the  Blow  which  threatened  them.  They  were  certainly 
never  deputed  by  the  the  Nations  they  pretended  to  represent,  or  they 
would  have  been  better  provided  with  Belts,  and  of  course  gone  to 


Alexander  McKee. 
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Niagara  to  the  general  Congress.  If  they  detain  the  People  Colonel 
Bradstreet  has  sent  amongst  them,  it  will  not  surprize  me.  The  Facility 
they  met  with,  in  being  granted  a Peace,  on  the  first  asking  for  it, 
will  Make  them  despise  us,  and  encourage  them  to  shew  us  every  kind 
of  Contempt,  and  Insult. 

The  only  thing  to  be  guarded  against  is,  that  we  shall  not  be  accused 
of  the  infraction  of  the  Peace,  if  they  should,  contrary  to  Expectation, 
so  far  comply  with  their  Engagements  with  Colonel  Bradstreet,  as  to 
deliver  up  their  Prisoners  at  Sandusky.  They  have  broke  it  them- 
selves already  by  the  Massacres  they  have  committed,  and  still  con- 
tinue to  commit  since  they  began  to  treat,  and  this  we  must  take  care  to 
acquaint  every  Nation  of,  in  our  own  Justification  Sir  Wm:  Johnson 
will  do  this  to  all  the  Nations  near  Him,  and  you  will  take  every  Meas- 
ure in  your  Power  that  shall  be  proper,  to  let  all  the  Nations  know  the 
Infidelity  of  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares,  and  that  we  will  not  be  de- 
ceived by  such  tricks ; which  is  the  reason  of  our  proceeding  agaihst 
them,  till  they  make  us  proper  satisfaction.  I send  you  two  letters  for 
Colonel  Bradstreet  by  this  opportunity,  which  you  will  Endeavor  to  get 
to  him  by  different  routes  wherein  I make  Mention  of  the  above  pre- 
caution to  Him,  in  respect  of  the  other  nations. 

I have  received  Letters  from  Sir  Wm:  Johnson  of  the  1st  and  11th 
of  Sept :,  in  which  He  tells  Me,  that  He  had  sent  a Party  of  Mohocks 
to  be  joined  by  others  from  Susquehanna,  to  meet  you  at  Eort-Pitt, 
and  hopes  they  will  arrive  in  sufficient  Time. 

You  know  My  sentiments  on  our  operations  too  well,  for  me  to  add 
any  Thing,  but  that  I wish  for  Peace,  and  such  Satisfaction  given  us, 
as  will  ensure  it’s  Duration  and  I rest  assured  that  you  will  do  every 
thing  which  will  contribute  to  this  End,  as  far  [as]  your  force  and  cir- 
cumstances will  permit  you.  It’s  highly  necessary  that  Colonel  Brad- 
street should  Second  you,  and  I trust  my  Letters  will  get  to  Him  in 
Time,  to  do  it  effectualy. 

I am  with  great  Regard, 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 


Thos.  Gage 


bradstreet’s  treaty  and  bouquet’s  peace 


289 


BOUQUET  TO  PENN* 

[Provincial  Record,  T,  8] 

Camp  at  the  Forks  of  Muskingham,  15:  Novem[be]r  1764 
Sir 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Mingoes  the  Delawares 
and  the  Shawanese,  after  a long  Struggle,  have  at  last  submitted  to  the 
Terms  prescribed  to  them  vizt: 

1st.  To  deliver  all  the  Prisoners  without  Exception. 

2d.  To  give  fourteen  Hostages  to  remain  in  our  hands  as  a Security 
for  the  strict  performance  of  the  1st  Article  and  that  they  shall  commit 
no  Hostilities  against  his  Majesty’s  Subjects. 

Upon  these  Conditions  they  are  permitted  to  send  deputies  from  each 
Nation  to  Sr.  William  Johnson  to  make  Their  Peace. 

The  Mingoes  have  given  two  Hostages. 

The  Delawares  Six. 

The  Shawanese  Six. 

The  inclos’d  Copy  of  our  Proceedings  with  these  Nations  contains 
a Minute  account  of  the  whole  Transaction,  therefore  I shall  not  trouble 
you  with  particulars.  I am  only  to  request  that  you  will  have  a Sus- 
pension of  Arms  with  these  Savages  publish’d  in  your  Government, 
and  I may  presume  to  assure  you,  from  their  present  humble  disposi- 
tions, that  the  Troops  stationed  on  your  Frontiers  may  be  discharged, 
and  the  Inhabitants  return  with  safety  to  their  deserted  Plantations. 

We  have  already  upwards  of  200  Captives  delivered,  and  many  of 
them  have  remained  so  many  Years  amongst  them,  that  they  part  from 
them  with  the  greatest  reluctance.  We  are  obliged  to  keep  Guards  to 
prevent  their  escape,  and  unless  they  are  treated  with  Indulgence  and 
Tenderness  by  their  relations,  they  will  certainly  return  to  their  Savage 
Masters.  The  Delawares  and  Mingoes  have  not  only  delivered  all  their 
Prisoners,  but  even  their  own  Children  born  from  White  Women. 

The  Shawanese  have  been  very  Obstinate,  and  nothing  has  prevented 
the  Chastisement  they  deserved,  but  the  certainty  that  if  they  were 
driven  to  despair  they  w'ould  massacre  150  Prisoners  then  in  their 
hands ; however  their  pride  has  been  humbled  and  they  have  been  forced 
to  submit  to  the  same  Conditions  as  the  other  Nations. 


* Printed  in  Pa.  Col.  Rec.,  IX,  207-208. 
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The  Troops  of  your  Government  have  carried  on  the  Service  with 
great  Zeal  and  Chearfulness,  and  their  Conduct  does  them  honour  in 
every  respect. 

I shall  immediately  send  them  to  Carlisle  with  the  Prisoners  belong- 
ing to  the  Province ; as  several  of  them  are  not  known,  I beg  you  will 
appoint  a Person  to  receive  them  at  that  Place,  and  provide  them  with 
the  necessaries  of  Life  till  they  are  claimed. 

I have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  regard 

Sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  Servant. 

Henry  Bouquet 


PROCLAMATION 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21656,  f.  52] 

By  Henry  Bouquet  Esqr.  Colonel  of  Foot  and  Commanding  His 
Majesty’s  Forces  in  the  Southern  district  of  North  America 

Whereas  a Suspension  of  Arms  has  been  granted  to  the  Indians 
Tribes  of  the  Mingoes,  Wyandots,  Delawares  and  Shawanese,  any  of 
their  people  on  coming  to  our  Posts  are  to  be  treated  as  Friends;  but 
as  no  trade  can  be  carried  on  with  the  said  Indians  till  a definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  be  concluded  with  them,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
said  Trade  be  regulated  by  Authority,  The  Officers  Commanding  at 
Forts  Bedford,  Cumberland,  Ligonier,  Fort  Pitt  and  all  the  Communi- 
cation to  the  Ohio  are  not  to  permit  Liquors,  Drey  Goods  or  any  Sort 
of  Merchandize  either  going  to  Fort  Pitt  or  further,  to  pass  at  their 
Respective  Posts:  and  in  Case  any  Traders,  Suttlers,  or  others,  should 
Contrary  to  this  Order,  Attempt  to  Carry  Liquors,  Drey  Goods  or  Mer- 
chandize in  a Clandestine  Manner : The  Cargoes  of  such  Delinquents 
are  to  be  sized  and  lodged  in  the  Kings  Stores,  till  Orders  can  be  had 
thereupon  from  the  General.  And  it  is  particularly  forbid  to  any  Person 
at  Fort  Pitt  to  have  any  Dealings  whatever  with  the  Indians,  and  to  sell 
or  give  them  any  Ammunition,  Liquors  or  Drey  Goods  without  Orders 
from  the  Gommanding  Officer  at  that  Post,  who  will  give  such  Orders 
in  Cases  only  when  his  Majesty’s  Service  shall  absolutely  require  it. 
All  Kinds  of  eatables,  and  the  Stores  Necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  His  Majesty’s  Troops  in  Garrison  at  those 
Posts  are  permitted  to  pass  unmolested  provided  the  Carriers  produce 


bradstreet’s  treaty  and  bouquet’s  peace 


291 


to  the  Officers  Commanding  at  each  Post  permits  signed  by  the  Gen- 
eral, the  Officer  Commanding  in  this  Department,  or  the  Officer  Com- 
manding at  Fort  Pitt.  This  Order  to  be  made  Publick  at  each  Post 
for  the  Information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Headquarters  at  Fort  Pitt  this  29th  day  of 
November  1764 

/Signed/  Henry  Bouquet 


[The  following  letter,  chronologically  misplaced,  serves  well  to  sum- 
marize Bouquet’s  impression  of  America.  In  it  the  soldier  becomes 
a prophet.] 


COL.  HENRY  BOUQUET  TO  [COL.  BOUQUET]* 
[B.  M.,  Add.  MSS.  21652,  f.  115] 


June  10,  1759 

After  two  years  of  waiting,  I had  finally  lost  hope  of  being  able  to 
reach  you  by  my  letters,  or  of  getting  yours,  when  I received  at  the 
same  time  the  letters  which  you  took  the  trouble  to  write  me  on  Feb. 
10,  1758  and  Jan.  10,  1759.  The  good  news  you  give  of  your  health 
and  of  your  family,  and  the  certainty  that  you  have  not  forgotten  me 
gave  me  the  keenest  pleasure.  I have  not  yet  been  ill  in  this  country, 
in  spite  of  our  continual  labors,  especially  during  the  last  campaign 
in  a wilderness. 

The  infirmity  of  General  Forbes  threw  upon  me  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  command,  and  his  friendship  and  trust  made  me  overcome  the 
innumerable  difficulties  which  surrounded  us,  and  which  we  finally  sur- 
mounted by  dint  of  work,  patience  and  firmness.  He  had  the  first  per- 
sonages of  the  Court  for  patrons,  and  his  success  gave  him  a new  title 
to  their  favor.  I could  depend  on  him.  His  death  ruined  all  my  ex- 
pectations in  that  quarter,  and  made  me  lose  the  reward  of  my  services. 

* Translated  from  the  French.  From  internal  evidence,  this  letter  seems  to  have 
been  written  to  Bouquet’s  uncle,  a colonel  in  the  Dutch  service.  In  March, 
1763,  Col.  Henry  Bouquet  wrote  to  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  (B.  M.,  Add.  MSS. 
21634,  f.  222),  asking  a place  for  Julius  Bouquet,  probably  the  Jules  mentioned 
here. 
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Unknown  to  the  new  general  in  chief ; scarcely  acquainted  with 
Brigadier  Stanwix,  who  had  been  named  commander  in  the  Southern 
Department ; having,  moreover,  several  enemies  whom  the  favors  of 
the  late  general  had  drawn  upon  me ; and  exposed  by  all  their  antipathy 
to  be  ruined ; I found  myself  in  a critical  enough  situation,  but  truth 
finally  dissipated  all  the  clouds,  in  spite  of  their  troubles  and  intrigues. 
I am  still  on  my  feet  and  as  much  in  favor  as  under  previous  reigns. 

I have  had  very  obliging  letters  from  General  Amherst  who  did  me 
the  honor  to  say,  after  Forbes’s  death,  that  he  would  like  to  have  me  in 
his  army,  and  destined  for  it  the  battalion  which  I command ; but  as 
soon  as  Brigadier  Monckton  was  named  to  this  command,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  persuaded  the  general  to  leave  me  with  him.  I am  second 
in  command,  and  will  make  the  campaign  in  the  capacity  of  adjutant 
general  for  the  Southern  Provinces  with  the  same  salary  as  the  deputy 
quartermaster  general. 

I could  wish  that  Jules  was  old  enough  to  enter  the  service.  It  would 
be  easy  for  me  to  place  him  today,  and  as  the  price  is  very  low  now,  a 
company  could  be  obtained  for  him  in  one  or  two  years.  This  service 
is  advantageous  when  entered  young,  because  one  has  the  prospect  of  a 
regiment.  If  you  have  any  thought  in  that  direction,  or  think  of  estab- 
lishing a branch  in  England,  it  would  be  well  to  send  him  there  to  be 
put  in  the  public  schools,  and  not  in  a private  school,  to  receive  a com- 
pletely English  education  and  learn  to  speak  the  language  like  a native. 

It  would  be  natural  for  you  to  have  a prejudice  against  America,  and 
for  you  to  be  unwilling  to  establish  one  of  your  sons  there ; but  it  is  the 
only  place  open  to  a foreigner,  and  the  war  has  caused  a considerable 
change.  The  towns  are  growing  in  a surprising  manner,  commerce  is 
flourishing,  the  people  are  thriving  and  becoming  more  refined,  the  arts 
are  being  introduced,  and  it  can  be  prophesied  that  in  a century  or  two, 
it  will  be  equal  to  Europe.^®  Now  is  the  time  to  establish  there.  The 
price  of  land  is  increasing  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  by  buying  a reasonable  amount  of  land  one  is  sure  of  leaving 
an  estate  for  posterity  for  a small  price. 

Once  admitted  to  the  service,  it  is  not  difficult  with  the  backing  of 
some  friends  to  pass  into  a regiment  in  England.  As  for  me,  I should 
not  like  to  change,  and  I find  that  this  country  is  worth  the  trouble  . . , 


He  first  wrote  “superior  to  Europe,”  then  modified  the  statement. 
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Abenaki  [Abnaki,  Abenaqui,  Onongon- 
gua]  Indians,  Beauharnois  promises 
continued  French  influence  upon,  1732, 
5;  on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
15-16;  go  to  Ohio  river,  paid  by 
French,  1755,  69;  hired  to  hunt,  not 
to  fight  English,  73;  English  treat- 
ment of,  142. 

Adirondack  [Oroondok]  Indians,  hired 
to  hunt,  not  to  fight  English,  73. 

Aigremont,  Sieur  d’,  Intendant  of  Can- 
ana,  3 ; letter  with  Beauharnois  to 
minister,  Oct.  1,  1728,  3-4. 

Ailleboust,  d’,  promotion  for  nephew  of, 
requested  by  Duquesne,  61-2. 

Aix  la  Chapelle,  Treaty  of,  see  Treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

Albany,  New  York,  William  Johnson 
at  Presque  Isle  en  route  to,  1761, 
227;  272. 

Albany  Congress,  letters  stating  purpose 
laid  before  Pa.  Assembly,  Apr.  4, 
1754,  33;  held  at  Albany,  June  19  to 
Aug.  6,  1754,  34;  proposes  union  of 
colonies,  declares  that  lands  on  Ohio 
River  belong  to  Six  Nations  under 
protection  of  England,  34. 

Albemarle,  Lord,  secures  release  of 
John  Patten  in  France,  31. 

Alexandria,  Virginia,  governors’  confer- 
ence at,  1755,  72 ; plans  for  capturing 
Niagara  made  at,  by  Braddock,  Kep- 
pel,  and  Shirley,  87. 

Algonquin  [Algonkin]  Indians,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s expedition,  1739,  l5;  of  the 
lake,  ordered  to  Niagara  with  Vil- 
liers,  1755,  66-7. 

Allegheny  Mountains,  French  and  In- 
dians use  trails  over,  to  attack  English 
frontier,  1756,  88;  French  hear  that 
English  army  is  crossing,  1759,  159; 
Bouquet  forbids  hunting  and  settle- 
ment west  of,  204,  229 ; Indians  west 
of,  attack  English  forts,  1763,  244. 

Allegheny  River,  upper  valley  of,  in 
1654,  1;  use  of,  by  French,  1739,  2; 
Shawnee  and  Delaware  move  to,  29 ; 
Governor  of  Canada  vows  to  invade 
valley  of,  31  Governor  of  Pa.  asks 
house  for  aid  to  Indians  in  repelling 
French  invasion  of  valley,  31-2; 
French  firmly  established  in  valley, 


1754,  37;  report  on  navigability  at 
Venango,  1760,  180;  see  Ohio  River. 

Allen,  William,  Chief  Justice  of  Pa., 
attests  deposition  of  La  Chauvignerie, 

1757,  115,  119. 

Amenti  Indians,  at  conference  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Dec.  1758,  135-6. 

America,  28,  148,  155,  292. 

Amherst,  (^n.  Jeffery,  English  com- 
mander-in-chief,  receives  Bouquet’s 
reports  of  Mercer’s  forebodings,  ad- 
vises Mercer  to  attack  Fort  Machault, 

1758,  125;  letter  to  Bouquet,  March 

5,  1759,  148-50 ; Monckton  ordered  by, 
to  relieve  Fort  Niagara,  173;  garri- 
son of  Niagara  to  lose  no  time  in 
joining;  orders  to  Gladwin  by,  to  leave 
whale  boats  on  Lake  Erie  to  keep 
communications  open,  175 ; 179 ; 

Monckton’s  letter  for,  arrives  at 
Presque  Isle  too  late,  185 ; concludes 
that  Forts  Presque  Isle  and  Venango 
could  be  held  by  smaller  forces,  Feb. 

1762,  232;  Johnson  relates  fall  of 
Venango  to,  July  11,  1763,  255-6; 
commander-in-chief  at  New  York, 

1763,  257;  fall  of  Presque  Isle  great 
disappointment  to  Bouquet  and,  1763, 
257 ; instructs  Bouquet  to  push  the 
campaign  to  regain  upper  posts,  in 
letter,  July  2,  1763,  257-9;  Bouquet 
requests  future  instructions  from, 
stressing  dependence  placed  on  pro- 
vincial aid,  letter,  July  3,  1763,  259- 
60 ; issues  general  orders  to  Bouquet 
for  defence  of  Presque  Isle,  letter, 
July  16,  1763,  262-3;  Bouquet  de- 
scribes first  battle  at  Bushy  Run  in 
letter  to,  Aug.  5,  1763,  263-4;  Bou- 
quet describes  second  encounter  at 
Bushy  Run  in  letter  to,  Aug.  6,  1763, 
265-7 ; orders  of,  published  to  troops 
at  Fort  Pitt,  1764,  270;  Bouquet 
favored  by,  1759,  292. 

Andrews,  John,  deserts  at  Venango, 
July  10,  1761,  221. 

Anse  aux  Feuilles,  Bradstreet’s  expedi- 
tion halts  at,  Aug.  11-12,  1764,  278; 
Indian  deputies  arrive  at,  278;  ex- 
pedition leaves,  Aug.  13,  278;  treaty 
made  at,  280-83. 
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Armstrong,  Col.  John,  Delaware  town 
of  Kittanning  destroyed  by,  Sept. 
1756,  88. 

Atigue,  Riviere  d’,  see  French  Creek. 

Atley  [Atlee],  Capt.,  Bouquet  to  send 
returns  of  Gladwin’s  tools  after  ar- 
rival of,  at  Presque  Isle,  186;  Bouquet 
expects  to  hear  from,  189. 

Augusta,  Fort,  see  Fort  Augusta. 

Baby  [Babie,  Banby],  French  trader, 
gives  news  of  Indian  attitude  at  San- 
dusky, 1761,  219;  advises  Gladwin 
not  to  admit  Indians  at  Detroit,  May 
1,  1763,  249;  supplies  garrison  at  De- 
troit, 1763,  249-50. 

Bailleul,  Cadet,  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  15. 

Baillie  [Baily],  Lieut.,  replaces  Mather 
at  Venango,  1761,  203;  207;  Coch- 
rane writes  to,  concerning  tools,  1761, 
211 ; 221  ; 222. 

Baird  [Bard],  leaves  Presque  Isle  for 
Detroit,  May  1761,  209;  212;  takes 
letters  from  Presque  Isle  to  Venango, 
June  24,  1761,  217 ; expected  at  Le 
Boeuf,  June  25,  218;  servant  of, 
beaten  and  robbed  at  Custaloga’s 
Town.  July  1761,  222,  223. 

Baker  [Backer],  240. 

Barnsley,  Capt.  Thomas,  Bouquet  writes 
to,  from  Presque  Isle,  187;  221  ; 222; 
Gordon  complains  that,  disregards 
canoe  theft  at  Venango,  1762,  239. 

Bassett,  Capt.  Thomas,  to  accompany 
Mercer  in  attack  on  Venango,  1759, 
162 ; ordered,  with  artificers  and 
tools,  to  build  Fort  Presque  Isle, 
1759,  174;  Bouquet  refers  journal 
of,  to  Capt.  Harry  Gordon,  1760, 
181;  survey  made  by,  185;  oversees 
working  parties,  189 ; Duplessis  loads 
tools  for  and  sends  account  of  tools 
remaining  at  Venango  to,  190 ; men- 
tioned, 199,  233,  235 ; timely  orders 
of,  rout  Indians  at  Bushy  Run,  1763, 
266. 

Battle  of  Monongahela,  Braddock  de- 
feated bv  French  and  Indians  at, 
July  9,  1755,  72. 

Beaubassin  [Beaubasin],  Cofifen  im- 
prisoned in  French  fort  at,  44. 

Beauharnois,  Marquis  de.  Governor 
General  of  New  France,  letter  to 
minister,  Oct.  1,  1728,  on  plans  to 
settle  Shawnees  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Ohio,  3-4 ; letter  to  minister. 


Oct.  15,  1732,  analyzing  attitude  of 
Indians  toward  the  English,  5-6; 
council  with  the  Indians  at  Montreal, 
1732,  6-11 ; letter  to  minister,  June 
10,  1739,  on  preparations  for  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  12 ; letter  to  min- 
ister, June  30,  1739,  reporting  start 
of  Longueuil's  expedition,  13 ; letter 
to  minister,  Oct.  9,  1739,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition  and  events  at 
the  western  posts,  21-2;  letter  to 
minister,  Oct.  8,  1744,  about  English 
traders  on  the  Ohio,  23 ; letter  to 
minister,  Oct.  28,  1745,  about  cap- 
ture of  English  traders,  23-4. 

Beaujeu,  Daniel  Hyacinthe,  Sieur  de, 
provisions  taken  to  the  Ohio  posts 
by,  to  build  fort  at  mouth  of  French 
Creek,  1755,  65,  90;  French  and 
Indians  under,  Dumas,  and  Ligneris 
defeat  Braddock  at  Battle  of  Monon- 
gahela, July  9,  1755,  72. 

Beaulac,  M.  de,  Ligneris  sends,  from 
Fort  Duquesne  to  reconnoiter  in  Nov. 
1758,^  128. 

Beausejour,  Fort,  see  Fort  Beausejour. 

Beaver  Creek,  Bouquet  at  first,  second, 
third,  and  fourth  branches  of,  176; 
Bouquet  at  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh 
branches  of,  177 ; Delawares  to  de- 
liver Indian  murderer  from,  170; 
Colhoon’s  party  is  fired  on  by  Indians 
near,  1763,  247. 

Becancourt  [Bekancourt],  Abenakis 
from  village  of,  on  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition of  1739,  15;  expenses  of 
Abenakis  from,  who  went  to  the  Ohio 
River,  1754,  69. 

Beef  River,  see  French  Creek. 

Bedford,  Fort,  see  Fort  Bedford. 

Belestre,  Cadet  a I’Alguillette,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition  of  1739,  14. 

Belestre  [Belletre],  Ensign,  killed  by 
English,  June  5,  1757,  101. 

Belestre  [Beletre,  Belitre],  Frangois 
Mary  Picote  de,  last  French  com- 
mander in  northwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania ; burning  of  forts  by ; with- 
drawal of,  to  Detroit  with  all  French 
forces,  1759,  126;  Richarville,  and 
Saulteurs  sent  to  neighborhood  of 
Niagara  by,  1760,  167 ; preparing  to 
resist  the  English ; receives  pro- 
visions from  Macarty ; receives  Eng- 
lishman and  Indian  prisoner  from 
Hurons,  1760,  168;  189. 

Belle  Riviere,  see  Ohio  River. 
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Benoist  [Bite],  Chev.  Antoine  Gabriel 
Frangois,  Cadet  a I’Aiguillette  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition  of  1739,  14; 
sent  by  Marin  to  Venango ; tells 
Indians  at  V'enango  of  French  in- 
tention to  build  fort  there ; cap- 
tures two  English  traders ; re- 
ports favorably  to  Marin  on 
Venango  as  fort  site,  1753,  46; 
commander  at  Presque  Isle,  1755- 
1757,  writes  of  the  evils  of  liquor 
traffic  at  Presque  Isle,  1755,  92. 

Bentinck,  Lieutenant  Rudolph,  Bouquet 
writes  to,  188. 

Berks  [Bergs]  Co.,  Pa.,  John  Hock- 
tattler  captured  in  Berne  Township 
of,  1755,  119. 

Berne  [Berner]  Township,  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  John  Hocktattler  captured  in, 
of  Berks  Co.,  1755,  119. 

Bethlehem  [Bathleem],  Pa.,  party  of 
Loup  Indians  brings  prisoner  and 
scalps  from,  to  Niagara,  105. 

Biddle,  Capt.,  reconnoitering  party  un- 
der, reports  conditions  on  Peninsula, 
July  22,  1760,  187. 

Bienville  [Binville],  Jean  Baptiste  Le- 
moyne,  Sieur  de.  Governor  of  Louisi- 
ana, reinforcements  for,  ready  to 
leave  Montreal,  1739,  12;  Longueuil 
leaves  Montreal  to  join,  13;  men- 
tioned, 17,  21 ; changes  time  of  ren- 
dezvous, 1739,  22. 

Bigot,  Frangois,  Intendant  of  New 
France,  prepares  for  Ohio  expedi- 
tion of  1753,  37 ; letter  to  minister, 
Oct.  26,  1752,  acknowledging  arrival 
of  provisions,  outlining  plans  and 
route  for  expedition,  foreseeing  food 
shortage  in  Quebec,  attacking  Lon- 
gueuil’s  decisions,  praising  Duquesne, 
39-43 ; letter  from  Varin,  July  24, 
1754,  80-82;  Canadians  distrust,  155; 
shows  favoritism  to  Indian  traders, 
156. 

Blainville,  Sieur  de  Celoron  de,  see 
Celeron  de  Blainville. 

Bleury,  Sieur  de,  Duquesne  recom- 
mends promotion  of  Drouillon  instead 
of,  61. 

Boishebert,  Charles  de  Deschamps  de, 
detachment  under  command  of,  ar- 
rives at  Chautauqua  portage  and  pre- 
pares to  build  a fort  there ; dispute 
between  Alarin  and,  over  location 
of  fort  on  Chautauqua  portage  at 
Lake  Erie ; overruled  by  Marin  on 
location  of  fort  site,  45. 


Bondicourt,  Sieur  de,  12. 

Bonnaventure,  Father,  chaplain  at  De- 
troit, year’s  salary  paid  to,  68. 

Boston,  86. 

Bouat,  Cadet  on  Longueuil’s  expedition, 
1739,  15. 

Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  letter  from  Wil- 
liam Trent,  June  5,  1758,  121-3;  let- 
ter from  Halkett,  Aug.  26,  123-4; 
Mercer  keeps  informed  of  all  French 
activities,  125 ; at  council  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Dec.  1758,  135-7 ; letter  from 
Mercer,  Dec.  23,  1758,  143-5;  letter 
from  Mercer,  Jan.  19,  1759,  146-8; 
letter  from  Amherst,  March  5,  giv- 
ing orders  regarding  temporary  com- 
mand in  event  of  Forbes’  death,  148- 
50;  letter  from  Croghan,  July  11, 
157 ; letter  from  iMercer,  Aug.  1, 
160-61 ; letter  to  Mercer  regarding 
march  on  Venango,  Aug.  2,  161-2; 
to  take  Indian  goods  to  Pittsburgh, 
162;  letter  from  Mercer,  Aug.  16, 
166;  commander  of  march  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Presque  Isle,  July  1760, 
169 ; asks  Mercer’s  opinion  of  best 
method  of  transporting  troops  from 
Presque  Isle  to  Niagara,  Aug.  1759, 
170;  letter  from  Monckton,  July  6, 
1760,  giving  orders  for  march  to 
Presque  Isle,  173-5 ; journal  of  march 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  Presque  Isle,  July 
7-17,  175-9;  letter  from  Monckton, 
July  9,  179;  reports  on  march  to 
Venango  in  letter  to  Monckton,  July 
13,  180-1 ; reports  on  next  day’s 
march  in  letter  to  Monckton,  July  14, 
181-2;  directs  building  of  Fort  Pres- 
que Isle  and  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  183 ; 
returns  to  Pittsburgh,  Nov.  1760, 
183 ; reports  arrival  and  develop- 
ments at  Presque  Isle,  letter  to 
Monckton,  July  18,  183-6;  journal 
kept  at  Presque  Isle,  July  18-28, 
186-8;  reports  on  building  and  hos- 
tile Indians  at  Presque  Isle,  letter 
to  Monckton,  July  29,  188-9 ; letter 
from  Stewart  at  Venango,  Aug.  10, 
190 ; reports  work  at  Presque  Isle 
and  plans  for  building  vessel,  letter 
to  Monckton,  Aug.  11,  191-3;  re- 
ports from  Presque  Isle,  letter  to 
Gates,  Sept.  2,  193-4;  letter  from 
Smallman  at  Le  Boeuf,  Sept.  29, 
195;  letter  from  Stewart  at  Venango, 
Oct.  23,  195-6 ; letter  from  Stewart, 
Nov.  10,  196-7 ; issues  general  in- 
structions for  Buckner  at  Venango, 
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Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  continued. 

Dec.  1,  197-8;  letter  from  Btewart, 
Dec.  2U,  198-2U1 ; sends  Royal  Ameri- 
cans to  Venango  and  Le  Boeuf,  Jan. 
1761,  203 ; issues  proclamation  for- 
bidding hunting  or  settlement  west  of 
Alleghenies,  1761,  204;  instructs 

Mather  on  movement  of  men  and 
supplies  for  Le  Boeuf  and  Venango, 
Jan.  16,  1761,  204-5;  letter  from 
Mather  at  Venango,  Feb.  13,  206-7 ; 
letter  from  Christie  at  Presque  Isle, 
Apr.  8,  207-8;  letter  from  Guy  about 
supplies  at  Le  Boeuf,  Apr.  26,  208-9; 
letter  from  Cochrane  at  Presque  Isle, 
May  14,  209-10 ; Cochrane  reports 
trouble  with  Indians  over  stolen 
horses,  letter  to,  June  1,  210-13;  Guy 
reports  same  incident,  letter,  June  1, 
214-15;  warned  of  proposed  war  of 
Six  Nations  against  English,  letter 
from  Campbell,  June  16,  215-16;  let- 
ter from  Cochrane  about  horse  steal- 
ing, June  24,  217 ; letter  from  Guy  at 
Le  Boeuf,  June  25,  218;  letter  from 
Cochrane,  July  9,  218-20;  report  of 
Custaloga’s  attitude,  letter  from 
Carre,  July  12,  221 ; beating  and  rob- 
bing of  carrier  at  Custaloga’s  Town 
reported,  letter  from  Carre,  July  24, 
222 ; Custaloga’s  speech  of  apology, 
letter  from  Hutchins,  July  25,  223-4; 
reports  illness  of  Cochrane,  Meyer’s 
arrival  at  Sandusky,  proposal  for 
short  cut  from  settlements  to  N.  W. 
Pa.,  letter  to  Monckton,  Sept.  19, 
224-5 ; letter  from  Guy  at  Presque 
Isle,  Oct.  1,  226-7;  letter  from 

Schlosser  at  Presque  Isle,  Oct.  25, 
227-8;  issues  proclamation  prohibit- 
ing hunting  or  settlement  west  of 
Alleghenies,  Oct.  30,  229 ; letter  from 
Carre  at  Venango,  Nov.  5,  229-30; 
letter  from  Carre  at  Venango,  Nov. 
26,  230 ; letter  from  Schlosser  at 
Presque  Isle,  Dec.  24,  231 ; concludes 
Presque  Isle  and  Venango  could  be 
held  by  smaller  forces,  Feb.  1762, 
232 ; letter  from  Schlosser  at  Presque 
Isle,  Jan.  24,  1762,  232-3;  letter  from 
Schlosser  at  Presque  Isle,  Feb.  24, 
234-6 ; letter  from  Pitcher  about  en- 
counter with  Indians,  July  26,  236-7 ; 
letter  from  Francis  Gordon  at 
Venango,  Aug.  1,  238-9 ; letter  from 
Francis  Gordon,  Aug.  18,  239-41 ; 
letter  from  Francis  Gordon,  Sept.  19, 


241-2;  letter  from  Price  at  Le  Boeuf, 
Oct.  31,  242-3;  Delaware  attack  on 
Fort  Pitt  reported,  letter  from 
Ecuyer,  June  2o,  1763,  247-8;  letter 
from  Price  about  Indian  attack  on 
Le  Boeuf,  June  26,  249-50;  letter 
from  Christie  about  surrender  of 
Presque  Isle,  July  10,  1763,  251-2;  let- 
ter from  Smyth  about  surrender  of 
Presque  Isle,  March  30,  1765,  253-4; 
activities  in  1763  and  1764,  257;  let- 
ter from  Amherst,  July  2,  1763,  giv- 
ing instructions  for  campaign  against 
Indians,  257-9;  letter  to  Amherst, 
July  3,  asking  further  instructions, 
259-60 ; opinion  on  loss  of  upper 
posts,  letter  to  Ecuyer,  July  4,  260- 
Ol ; condemns  Christie’s  surrender, 
letter  to  Ourry,  July  4,  261 ; receives 
orders  for  advance  to  Presque  Isle, 
letter  from  Amherst,  July  16,  262-3; 
first  day  of  battle  of  Bushy  Run 
described,  letter  to  Amherst,  Aug.  5, 
263-4;  second  day  of  battle  of  Bushy 
Run  described,  letter  to  Amherst,  Aug. 
6,  265-7 ; letter  to  Campbell,  Sept.  7, 
about  Indians  at  Presque  Isle,  267-8; 
letter  to  Gage,  May  2,  1764,  propos- 
ing peace  terms,  measures  for  cam- 
paign of  Bradstreet  and  plans  for  his 
own  campaign,  268-70 ; letter  from 
Gage,  May  14,  about  peace  plans, 
proposed  military  settlement  at  Fort 
Pitt,  and  granting  permission  for  re- 
turn to  England,  271-2;  letter  from 
Johnson,  June  18,  about  Ohio  expedi- 
tion, 273-4 ; invades  Muskingum  Val- 
ley, and  forces  Indians  to  sue  for 
peace,  1764,  275;  letter  from  Dow  at 
Niagara,  Aug.  6,  276 ; letter  to  Gage, 
Aug.  27,  rejecting  Bradstreet’s  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  284;  letter  to  Penn, 
Aug.  27,  about  Bradstreet’s  treaty, 
285 ; letter  from  Gage,  Sept.  2,  re- 
jecting Bradstreet’s  treaty,  285-6; 
letter  to  Bradstreet,  Sept.  12,  for- 
warding Gage’s  orders,  286-7 ; letter 
from  Gage,  Sept.  15,  287-8;  terms 
of  peace  with  Ohio  Indians,  letter 
to  Penn,  Nov.  1 5,  289-90 ; letter  to 
uncle,  June  10,  1759,  stating  advan- 
tages of  America,  and  outlining  mili- 
tary career,  291-2. 

Bouquet,  Julius  [Jules],  cousin  of 
Henry,  advised  to  enter  the  service, 
1759,  292. 

Bourlamaque,  M.  de,  general,  155. 
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Braddock  [Bradock],  Gen.  Edward, 
commands  force  sent  from  England 
to  expel  French  from  Fort  Duquesne, 
1755,  71 ; defeated  at  battle  of 

Monongahela,  July  9,  1755,  72;  Gov. 
De  Lancey’s  proposal  to,  about  tak- 
ing forts  Niagara  and  Presque  Isle, 
86 ; conference  held  at  Alexandria 
by  Keppel,  Shirley  and,  87  ; Shawnees 
mentioned  fighting  with  army  of,  96 ; 
road  opened  to  Fort  Duquesne  by, 
1755,  103. 

Bradstreet,  Col.  John,  expedition  on 
south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  1764,  257 ; 
Bouquet  makes  suggestions  for 
campaign  of,  1764,  269;  unable  to 
send  reinforcements  to  Bouquet,  1764, 
272 ; Johnson’s  opinion  that  expedi- 
tion, will  greatly  assist  Bouquet, 
June  1764,  273-4;  arrives  at  Niagara, 
embarks  at  Fort  Schlosser,  advances 
along  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
makes  ill-advised  treaty  with  Indians, 
Aug.  1764,  275;  Dow  describes  start 
of  expedition  of,  Aug.  6,  1764,  276; 
Montresor’s  journal  of  expedition 
from  Niagara  to  Presque  Isle ; sign- 
ing of  peace  with  Indians,  Aug.  1764, 
277-9 ; informs  John  Penn  of  peace 
treaty,  sends  minutes  of  treaty,  letter 
to  Penn,  Aug.  14,  279-83 ; Bouquet 
rejects  treaty  concluded  by,  Aug.  27, 
284 ; Bouquet  informs  Penn  about 
treaty,  1764,  285 ; Gage  annuls  treaty 
concluded  by,  1764,  285-6;  letter  from 
Bouquet,  Sept.  12,  transmitting 
Gage’s  decision,  and  asking  for  rein- 
forcements, 286-7 ; Gage  again  refers 
to  treaty  of,  287-8;  troops  to  be  sent 
to  Fort  Pitt  by,  289. 

Bretonniere,  Father  la,  Jesuit  mission- 
ary to  Sault  Iroquois,  on  Longueuil’s 
expedition  of  1739,  15. 

Brokenstraw  Creek,  see  Buckaloons. 

Buckaloons  [Bockaloons,  Ka-Sa-No- 
tia-yo-go,  Kachinodiagon,  Gachinan- 
tiagon,  Paille  Coupee,  Brokenstraw], 
village,  at  mouth  of  Brokenstraw 
Creek,  shown  on  de  Lery’s  map,  2 ; 
English  trading  house  at,  mentioned 
by  Celoron,  2 ; French  Council  held 
at,  1749,  2;  English  trading  post  at, 
1750,  2,  29;  French  propose  building 
a fort  at,  1752,  41  ; year’s  salary  paid 
to  Joncaire,  1755,  as  commander  at, 
69 ; Marin  intends  to  build  fort  at. 


72 ; lone  portage  between  the  Canes- 
tio  and  Canaouagon  Rivers  above, 
1757,  197;  Indian  Castle  at,  120. 

Buckner,  Capt.  Mordecai,  receives  gen- 
eral instructions  for  taking  command 
at  Venango,  Dec.  1,  1760,  197-8; 
wdiiskey  stolen  from,  199 ; relieved 
by  Mather  at  Venango,  1761,  204-5; 
disagrees  with  Hickman,  1761,  206. 

Buffalo  Creek,  17th  Regiment  loses  two 
boats  near,  Aug.  9,  1764,  277. 

Buisson,  M.  du,  commandant  at  De- 
troit, 1712,  11. 

Buissoniere,  M.  de  la,  commander  of 
Fort  Chartres,  1739,  21. 

Bull,  Thomas,  Indian  spy,  reports  to 
English  on  French  activities,  March 
17,  1759,  450-53;  describes  Fort 

Presque  Isle,  152-3;  describes  Fort 
Le  Boeuf,  152;  describes  Venango, 
152;  describes  water  and  land  routes, 
152-3;  describes  Indian  movements, 
153. 

Bullen,  Capt.,  treatment  of,  at  Carlisle, 
122-3. 

Burinol,  see  La  Borgne. 

Bushy  Run,  Bouquet  attacked  by 
Indians  near,  Aug.  5,  1763,  257 ; first 
day’s  battle  at,  Aug.  5,  263-4 ; second 
day’s  battle  at,  Aug.  6,  1763,  265-7. 

Cachecacheke,  see  Kuskuski. 

Cadarahqui,  see  Fort  Frontenac. 

Campaign  of  1759,  summary  of  the 
plan  of  general  operations  for  the, 
April  1,  1759,  153-4. 

Campbell,  Maj.  Alexander,  stationed  in 
North  Mountains  to  intercept  enemv, 
Aug.  1758,  124. 

Campbell,  Maj.  Allen,  ordered  to 
Presque  Isle  by  Amherst,  1763,  258; 
charge  led  by,  at  Bushy  Run,  Aug. 
6,  1763,  266;  informed  of  Indian  oc- 
cupation of  Presque  Isle,  and  of 
Indian  movements,  letter  from  Bou- 
quet, Sept.  7,  1763,  267-8. 

Campbell,  Capt.  Donald,  hears  rumors 
at  Detroit  of  Indian  conspiracy,  1761, 
203 ; warns  of  Six  Nations’  proposed 
war  against  English,  letter  to  Bou- 
quet, June  16,  1761,  215-16;  sent  as 
emissary  to  Indians  at  siege  of  De- 
troit, 1763,  249;  reported  killed,  July 
10,  1763,  252. 

Campbell,  Lieut.  Donald,  wounded  at 
Bushy  Run,  1763,  264. 
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Canada  [New  France],  trade  policy  of, 
2;  plans  carried  forward  by  French 
governors  to  connect,  with  Louisiana 
by  chain  of  forts,  3 ; utility  of,  in 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  Mexico, 
27 ; reason  for  Governors  of,  not  es- 
tablishing posts  on  Ohio  River  was 
fear  of  contraband  trade  between 
English  and  French  traders,  28 ; 
Ohio  River  an  important  link  be- 
tween, and  Louisiana,  28;  captured 
English  traders  taken  to,  30 ; Gov- 
ernor of,  avows  intention  of  invading 
country  of  Allegheny  or  Ohio,  be- 
fore Council  of  Six  Nations,  31 ; 
some  Indians  move  to,  36 ; people 
of,  not  favorable  to  military  occu- 
pation of  Ohio  Valley,  37 ; Duquesne 
arrives  in,  37 ; Duquesne  praises 
hardiness  of  soldiers  of,  60 ; Marin’s 
return  of  weakened  soldiers  to,  a 
wise  move  and  a great  benefit  to,  61 ; 
Duquesne  charges  that  spirit  of  emu- 
lation is  sluggish  in,  1753,  61  ; clamor 
in,  against  size  of  Duquesne’s  mili- 
tary expenditures,  62-3 ; officers  and 
soldiers  of,  accompanied  Indians  on 
Ohio  expedition,  1755,  66;  money 
paid  to  induce  the  merchants  of,  to 
send  goods  to  Ohio  River,  69 ; 
money  paid  to  women  and  orphans 
of  militia  of,  who  died  on  Ohio  River 
expedition,  70 ; money  paid  to  poor 
of,  whose  farms  were  damaged  by 
hurricane,  70 ; two  soldiers  of,  killed 
and  70  injured,  in  iengagement  at 
Fort  Necessity,  81;  106;  116; 

Vaudreuil  surrenders,  to  English, 
1760,  126;  English  tell  savages  they 
have  blocked  up  river  of,  to  prevent 
French  receiving  aid,  1759,  141 ; cap- 
ture of,  by  English  almost  certain, 
1759,  154;  poor  condition  of,  com- 
pared to  ability  of  English  colonies 
to  carry  on  war,  155;  260;  Indians 
of,  shake  hands  with  deputies  after 
signing  of  peace  treaty,  1764,  283. 

Canadians,  Duquesne  believes,  best 
adapted  for  expedition,  1753,  60; 
Duquesne  believes  French  can  rely 
on  help  of,  1755,  89;  supposition 
that,  who  wintered  at  Detroit  are 
now  near  M.  de  Ligneris  and  Fort 
Machault,  139;  156;  Bouquet  re- 

quests Bradstreet  to  send  him  one 
hundred,  to  serve  as  Rangers,  1764, 
287. 


Canajoharie  [Conajohare],  Mohawk 
village,  255. 

Canaouagon,  see  Conewango  Creek. 

Canawaga  [Carnawaga]  Indians,  Mon- 
tresor  finds,  at  Cattaraugus  Creek, 
Aug.  10,  1764,  277 ; report  enemy 
Indians  lying  in  ambush  at  Chau- 
tauqua, 278. 

Canestio,  Riviere  de,  see  Susquehanna 
River. 

Cape  Breton,  Fort  Oswego  to  be  left 
unmolested  to  prevent  English  re- 
taliations against,  73. 

Carillon  [Ticonderoga],  English  ru- 
mored to  be  intending  to  besiege, 
1756,  97. 

Carlisle,  Indian  council  at,  33 ; Indians 
from,  arrive  at  Fort  Loudoun,  1758, 
121  ; Bouquet  advances  from,  to  Fort 
Pitt,  1763,  257;  259;  260;  261;  268; 
Bouquet  sends  troops  and  prisoners 
to,  1764,  290. 

Carolina,  French  prisoners  brought 
from,  report  only  Catawbas  and 
Tuscaroras  on  side  of  English; 
southern  tribes  cause  vast  destruc- 
tion in,  1760,  167. 

Carqueville,  Sieur  de,  brigade  of,  sets 
out  from  Canada,  1755,  66. 

Carre,  Lieut.  Stair  Campbell,  becomes 
commander  of  Venango,  1761,  203; 
reports  that  Custaloga  disclaims  Six 
Nations  uprising;  several  deserters 
at  Venango,  letter  to  Bouquet,  July 
12,  1761,  221 ; reports  desertion  of 
Paxton;  beating  and  robbing  of  car- 
rier at  Custaloga’s  Town,  letter  to 
Bouquet,  July  24,  222 ; denies  knowl- 
edge of  mistreatment  of  Indians  at 
Venango,  letter  to  Bouquet,  Nov.  5, 
229-30 ; reports  Indians  expected  to 
demand  cash  for  venison  at  Venango, 
letter  to  Bouquet,  Nov.  26,  230 ; re- 
placed by  Gordon  at  Venango,  May 
1762,  232;  Gage  expects  the  arrival 
of,  at  New  York,  1764,  272. 

Cataraqui,  see  Fort  Frontenac. 

Catawba  Indians,  part  of,  join  English, 
Five  Nations  make  war  on,  99;  some 
with  Forl^es’  expedition,  1758,  122; 
English  intentions  regarding,  132-33; 
fate  of,  unless  they  make  peace,  136; 
Mingoes  to  war  against,  153;  English 
supported  by,  1760,  167. 

Cattaraugus  Creek  [Devil’s  Mouth], 
Captain  Lee  reaches,  in  journey  from 
Niagara  to  Pittsburgh,  1759,  171. 
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Caughnawaga  [Caghnawagee]  Indians, 
will  not  fight  against  the  English ; 
French  hire,  as  hunters,  73. 

Cavellier  [or  Cavalier],  French  inter- 
preter, sent  to  Shawnees,  1728,  4; 
assists  Joncaire  the  elder,  10. 

Cayahoga  [Cajocka,  Gueyahoeja],  In- 
dian village,  near  Akron,  Ohio,  72; 
sale  escort  promised  by  Indians  for 
white  trader  at,  1763,  246. 

Cayuga  Bay  [La  Baie  des  GoyogSins] 
Villiers  ordered  to  destroy  English 
establishment  reported  at,  1755,  67. 

Cayuga  [Goyogouin,  Goyogoin]  In- 
dians, party  of,  and  Senecas,  ac- 
count of  attacks  by,  in  vicinity  of 
Northampton,  Pa.,  100;  chiefs  of, 
accompany  English  deputies  to 
Loups ; tell  Loups,  Shawnees  and 
Hurons  to  postpone  hostilities ; hold 
council  with  English,  Shawnees,  Hu- 
rons and  Loups,  132;  conference  of, 
with  English  and  Indians  at  Pitts- 
burgh, 1758,  135 ; see  Iroquois  In- 
dians. 

Celeron  de  Blainville,  Duquesne  recom- 
mends promotion  of,  to  lieutenant’s 
rank,  1753,  61 ; killed  leading  raid 
near  Fort  Cumberland,  1756,  93; 
leads  raid  on  Cresap’s  Fort,  94. 

Celeron,  Jean  Baptiste,  de  Blainville, 
reports  from  Michillimackinac,  1739, 
22. 

Celeron,  Capt.  Pierre  Joseph,  de  Blain- 
ville, expedition  of,  1749,  2;  English 
traders  warned  by,  to  leave  Ohio 
V'alley,  2;  lead  plates  buried  by,  as 
renewal  of  French  claims,  1749,  2; 
route  of  his  expedition,  2 ; leads  force 
from  Michillimackinac  on  Chickasaw 
campaign,  13,  17 ; reports  size  of  his 
force  at  Kiakiqui,  1739,  22 ; inscrip- 
tion on  lead  plate  supposedly  buried 
near  mouth  of  Conewango  River  and 
later  stolen  by  Indians,  24-5 ; Eng- 
lish traders  in  Ohio  Valley  regarded 
as  intruders  by,  letter  to  Gov.  Hamil- 
ton, Aug.  6,  1749,  26;  Galissoniere 
reports  detachment  of,  will  bring 
about  temporary  unity  of  tribes,  let- 
ter from  La  Jonquiere  to  minister. 
Sept.  20,  1749,  27 ; commands  at  De- 
troit, 1750,  42. 

Chamakin,  see  Shamokin,  and  Fort 
Augusta. 


Chaamonaque,  see  Tioga. 

Chambly,  Fort,  see  Fort  Chambly. 

Chaouanon  Indians,  see  Shawnee  In- 
dians. 

Charles,  Fort,  see  Fort  Charles. 

Chartres,  Fort,  see  Fort  Chartres. 

Chartier,  Peter,  French  half-breed,  in- 
fluential among  Shawnees,  in  employ 
of  the  English,  effort  contemplated 
to  win,  over  to  French,  19. 

Chautauqua  [Chatacouan],  cliffs  of,  on 
Lake  Erie,  Bradstreet’s  expedition 
detained  at  Bay  of  Leaves  because  of 
danger  of,  Aug.  11,  1764,  278. 

Chautauqua  [Chadakoin,  Chautauqua 
on  Lake  Erie]  Creek,  storehouse  at, 
37,  41 ; fort  begun  at,  in  1753,  45. 

Chautauqua  [ Chadakoin,  Hiatackoun, 
Lake  St.  Croix]  Lake,  shown  on  de 
Lery’s  map,  2 ; route  of  expedition  of 
1739,  12;  wagon  road  cut  by  Pean 
on  portage  from  Lake  Erie  to,  48. 

Chautauqua  [Chatacoin,  Chatakouin] 
Portage,  use  of,  by  French,  1739,  2; 
work  planned,  1752,  38;  French  con- 
template building  two  storehouses  on, 
1752,  41 ; contemplated  use  of,  by 
French  on  Ohio  expedition,  41-2; 
dispute  between  Alarin  and  Boishebert 
over  location  of  fort  on,  at  Lake  Erie, 
45 ; orders  received  by  Marin  from 
Duquesne  to  build  two  forts  on,  47 ; 
wagon  road  cut  by  Pean  on,  from 
Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Chautauqua,  48 ; 
Presque  Isle  preferred  as  fort  site 
by  Duquesne  to  location  on,  at  Lake 
Erie,  49. 

Chauvignerie,  Michel  Maray  de  la. 
Lieutenant,  Duquesne  recommends 
promotion  of  Celeron  and  Drouillon 
instead  of  Bleury  and,  61 ; detailed, 
with  men,  from  Le  Boeuf  to  estab- 
lish himself  at  Chinengue,  82 ; com- 
mander at  Fort  Machault,  1756-7,  95; 
sends  M.  de  St.  Ours  and  party  to 
reconnoiter  near  Fort  Augusta,  104-5; 
party  sent  out  by,  returns  with  scalps 
and  prisoners  taken  near  Pa.,  105 ; 
ordered  to  put  Fort  Machault  in  a 
state  of  defense,  107 ; raiding  parties 
bring  prisoners  and  scalps  taken  at 
Fort  Augusta  to,  108;  told  by  savages 
that  English  army  is  intended  for 
Belle  Riviere,  1758,  111. 


304 


INDEX 


Chauvignerie,  Michel  de  la,  Jr.,  son  of 
commander  at  Fort  Machault,  115; 
account  of  expedition  against  English 
led  by ; surrenders  at  Fort  Henry, 
117-18;  examination  of,  by  English, 
regarding  French  activities  and  forts, 
115-19. 

Chavenon  Indians,  see  Shawnee  In- 
dians. 

Chebucta,  44. 

Chenondas  River,  three  Englishmen 
killed  at  mouth  of,  1760,  168. 

Chenundi,  see  Tionontati  Indians. 

Chenussio,  see  Geneseo. 

Cherokee  [Chien]  Indians,  threat  of, 
to  join  French,  1758,  122;  skirmish 
with,  French  Indians  near  Fort  Le 
Boeuf,  123;  treatment  of,  at  Carlisle, 
122-3;  report  all  tribes  of  the  south 
except,  waging  war  on  English,  1760, 
167. 

Chevigny,  Sieur  de,  Cadet,  raids  and 
burns  village  on  Potomac,  1757,  105. 

Chickasaw  [Chicacha]  Indians,  account 
of  Dartaguiette’s  engagement  with, 
given  by  Richarville,  12. 

Chinengue  [Chiningue,  Chininque],  see 
Shenango. 

Chippewa  [Chipwa,  Chipawa,  Saiilteux, 
etc.]  Indians,  Dumas  negotiated  peace 
between  Illinois  and,  1756,  96;  towns 
of,  agree  to  join  French  at  Presque 
Isle  and  go  to  war,  1759,  150;  Bull 
meets,  at  Kuskuski  and  accompanies, 
to  Pittsburgh,  153;  sent  to  neighbor- 
hood of  Niagara  with  Richarville, 
1760,  167-68;  Delaware  intelligence 
charges  war  made  by,  1763,  246; 
Gray  reports  Presque  Isle  attacked 
by,  1763,  248;  in  possession  of 
Presque  Isle,  1763,  267. 

Chouaguen,  see  Fort  Oswego. 

Christie,  Ensign  John,  replaces  Lieu- 
tenant Dangerfield  at  Presque  Isle, 
1760,  198;  replaced  by  Cochrane  at 
Presque  Isle,  May  1761,  203;  re- 
ports condition  of  stores  at  Presque 
Isle,  letter  to  Bouquet,  Apr.  8,  1761, 
207-8;  Cochrane  reports  conditions 
of  boats  and  supplies  left  by,  at 
Presque  Isle,  May  14,  209-11  ; re- 
placed Dow  at  Presque  Isle,  June 
1762,  232;  asks  Gordon  for  men  to 
bring  cows  to  Presque  Isle,  1762,  239; 
capitulates  to  Indian  attack  on  Pres- 
que Isle,  June  22,  1763,  244;  Gray’s 
declaration  tells  of  the  capitulation 


of,  at  Presque  Isle,  1763,  248;  Price 
receives  news  of  Cuyler’s  defeat  from, 

1763,  249  ; describes  attack  on  Presque 
Isle,  letter  to  Bouquet,  July  10,  1763, 
251-2;  Smyth's  account  of  his  sur- 
render, 253-4 ; condemned  by  Bouquet 
for  his  surrender  of  Presque  Isle, 
260,  261. 

Clapham,  Col.  William,  Bouquet  de- 
mands surrender  of  murderers  of, 

1764,  268. 

Clinton,  George,  governor  of  New 
Yiork,  1743-1753,  25;  letter  of,  to 
Indians  at  Pine  Creek  interpreted  by 
Croghan,  1753,  75. 

Cochrane,  Capt.  Gavin,  replaced  Chris- 
tie at  Presque  Isle,  May  1761,  203; 
reports  condition  of  boats  and  sup- 
plies left  by  Christie  at  Presque  Isle, 
letter  to  Bouquet,  May  14,  1761,  209- 
10;  reports  exchange  of  shots  with 
Mingoes  over  stolen  horses  at  Pres- 
que Isle,  letter  to  Bouquet,  June  1, 
210-13;  forwards  Campbell’s  warn- 
ing of  Six  Nations’  treachery  to 
Bouquet,  reports  theft  of  horses  from 
Guy,  letter  to  Bouquet,  June  24,  217 ; 
has  difficulty  with  his  muster  rolls ; 
doubts  rumor  of  Six  Nations’  up- 
rising ; reports  repairs  to  Presque 
Isle,  letter  to  Bouquet,  July  9,  218- 
20;  requests  leave  of  absence  from 
Presque  Isle,  224 ; Guy  to  relieve,  at 
Presque  Isle,  225,  226 ; 243. 

Coffen,  Stephen,  taken  prisoner  by 
French  and  Indians  of  Canada,  1747, 
43-4 ; recounts  his  servitude  in  Can- 
ada, 43-5 ; describes  danger  of  navi- 
gating St.  Lawrence  River ; impris- 
oned, 44;  accepted  as  soldier  in  Ohio 
expedition,  44-5 ; sheltered  at  Fort 
Oswego  after  escaping  French,  48; 
deposition  of,  sworn  before  William 
Johnson,  Jan.  10,  1754,  43-9. 

Colhoun,  Alexander,  Indian  agent  at 
Oswego,  obtains  news  of  French  ex- 
pedition from  deserters,  1753,  71 ; 
letter  to  Governor  DeLancey  of  New 
York,  Apr.  12,  1754,  79-80. 

Colhoun,  Thomas,  receives  intelligence 
from  Delaware  Chiefs  at  Tuscarawas, 
May  27,  1763,  245-7. 

Conchake,  Huron  village  in  central 
Ohio,  goods  sent  to,  upon  evacuation 
of  Fort  Duquesne,  128. 

Concgogee  [Kaneghuigik],  no  Indian 
corn  planted  at,  1756,  97. 
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Conewango  [Kanaouagon],  Indians  re- 
main at,  instead  of  moving  to  Fort 
Machault,  1756,  95;  English  and 
Catawbas  taken  by  savages  from,  99 ; 
savages  of,  warn  Ligneris  of  English 
attack,  141. 

Conewango  [Canaouagon,  Kanavangon] 
Creek,  shown  on  de  Lery’s  map,  2 ; 
use  of,  by  French,  1739,  2;  lead  plate 
buried  by  Celeron  at  mouth  of,  1749, 
2 ; Marin  unable  to  make  soundings 
of,  1754,  63;  report  by  Iroquois  of 
lone  portage  between  Canestio  and, 
107. 

Conistage,  see  Lancaster. 

Conneaut  Creek  [La  Riviere  de  Ville- 
joint],  Bradstreet’s  party  encamped 
at,  Aug.  16,  1764,  279. 

Conneauttee  Creek,  Bouquet  crosses, 
1760,  178. 

Contrecoeur,  Pierre  Claude  de,  building 
of  Fort  Duquesne  result  of  expedi- 
tion led  by,  1754,  37;  in  command  at 
Niagara,  1752,  38;  Duquesne  to  ask 
for  Cross  of  St.  Louis  for,  38;  his 
efficient  supervision  of  Niagara  port- 
age, 37 ; can  draw  reinforcement  from 
other  posts,  1755,  65;  year’s  salary 
paid  to,  1755,  as  commander  of  Fort 
Duquesne,  69 ; English  fort  at  forks 
of  Ohio  River  captured  by  French 
under,  Apr.  17,  1754,  71;  begins 
building  of  Fort  Duquesne,  1754,  71  ; 
son  of,  ensign  at  Niagara  with  15 
men,  80;  ordered  to  Le  Boeuf  from 
Niagara  to  replace  St.  Pierre  as 
commandant,  1754,  80;  Duquesne 

praises  prudent  conduct  of,  82;  ex- 
change of  prisoners  proposed  to,  by 
English  commander  whom  he  de- 
feated at  Fort  Necessity ; proposal 
rejected  by;  English  envoy  sent  to, 
suspected  of  being  a spy,  83 ; well 
prepared  to  repel  English  attack  on 
Fort  Duquesne,  1754,  84;  letter  to 
minister,  Nov.  28,  1755,  85-6;  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Duquesne,  April  1754, 
85 ; captures  enemy  fort  found  there, 
85;  asks  for  Cross  of  St.  Louis  and 
for  promotion  of  his  two  sons,  86; 
informs  Duquesne  of  Shawnee  attack 
on  Virginia,  1755,  89;  announces 
completion  of  Fort  Duquesne,  May 
24,  1755,  90. 

Corbiere,  Lieut,  de,  commands  detach- 
ment of  Canadians  and  Indians,  126 ; 
defeat  of  English  at  Loyalhanna  by 


detachment  under,  Nov.  9,  1758;  cap- 
ture and  killing  of  English  raiding 
party  by,  while  returning  to  Fort 

• Duquesne,  127. 

Come,  Jean  Louis  La,  de  Chapt, 
favored  by  Indians,  11. 

Come,  Major  de  la,  11. 

Cortois,  Jean  Baptiste  de,  French  de- 
serter from  Niagara,  visits  Colhoun, 
79 ; information  given  by,  79-80. 

Cox,  Mr.,  209 ; horses  stolen  by  Indians 
at  Le  Boeuf,  May  1761,  212-14,  215; 
horses  safe  at  Presque  Isle,  Julv, 
219-20. 

Coyle,  John,  to  be  relieved  at  Venango, 
July  1761,  221 ; loses  packet  of  letters 
from  Niagara,  1761,  222. 

Crawford,  Ensign  Hugh,  taken  pris- 
oner by  Indians  at  mouth  of  T wight- 
wee  River,  1763,  245. 

Creek  Indians,  intention  of,  to  join 
French,  1758,  122. 

Cresap’s  [Cressep’s]  Fort,  see  Fort, 
Cresap’s. 

Croghan,  Capt.  George,  active  in  In- 
dian trade,  2 ; location  of  trading 
posts,  29 ; with  other  traders  at  Pine 
Creek,  May  1753,  receives  news  of 
French  expedition,  74;  at  council 
with  Indians  at  Pine  Creek,  75-6 ; 94 : 
Delaware  George  insists  that,  agreed 
to  pay  his  relative  for  trip  to 
Venango,  145;  letter  to  Bouquet, 
July  11,  1759,  about  news  of  French 
reinforcements,  157 ; letter  to  Stan- 
wix,  July  15,  reporting  intelligence 
received  from  Indian  spies  concern- 
ing the  enemy’s  activities  at  Venango, 
157-60;  to  manage  Indians  in  Mercer’s 
proposed  march  to  Venango,  162 ; has 
first  news  of  French  departure,  165  ; 
Indians  promise,  to  return  stolen 
horses,  170;  as  deputy  agent  of  Indian 
affairs,  to  accompany  Bouquet  to 
Presque  Isle,  1760,  174;  leaves  for 
Custaloga’s  Town,  July  13,  181  ; to 
send  Indian  from  Custaloga’s  Town 
to  carry  letter  for  Bouquet,  181  ; 
obliged  to  remain  at  Custaloga’s 
Town  because  Indians  are  drunk,  182 ; 
unable  to  send  Indian  as  messenger, 
184;  assures  Bouquet  at  Presque  Isle 
that  there  was  no  trouble  expected 
from  the  Indians,  July  18,  185; 

Bouquet’s  letter  from  Presque  Isle  to 
Monckton  to  be  delivered  by,  186; 
intelligence  of  Indians  from  Detroit 
received  by,  July  19,  186-7 ; to  de- 


306 


INDEX 


Croghan,  Capt.  George,  continued. 
liver  four  letters  to  Fort  Pitt,  1760, 
187 ; Indian  party  that  assured,  of 
good  intentions  attacks  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  on  peninsula,  189;  leaves 
trade  goods  at  Presque  Isle,  189 ; 
Bouquet  desires  that,  send  McKee  an 
Indian  to  assist  as  interpreter,  Aug. 
11,  193;  215;  Mingoes  demand  food 
at  Venango  with  certificate  from. 
Sept.  7,  1762,  241 ; Delawares  men- 
tion, 1763,  246;  raises  men,  1763,  260. 

Croghan’s  [Craon’s]  Fort,  see  Fort, 
Croghan’s. 

Croisille,  Le  Gardeur  de,  Cadet  a 
I’Aiguillette,  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  14. 

Cross  of  St.  Louis,  several  to  be  dis- 
tributed ; Duquesne  asks  minister  for, 
for  Marin,  Contrecoeur  and  Pean, 
38 ; officer  brings,  to  Marin  at  Presque 
Isle,  47 ; respect  of  Indians  for,  56 ; 
Duquesne  thanks  minister  for,  sent  for 
Marin,  1753,  57. 

Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  petitions  Penn- 
sylvania Assembly  for  protection,  Aug. 
6,  1754,  34. 

Cumberland,  Fort,  see  Fort  Cumberland. 

Cussewago,  Mingo  town  on  French 
Creek,  181. 

Custaloga,  see  Indian  Chiefs. 

Custaloga’s  Town  [Cushtolagas  Town], 
English  send  spy  to  discover  French 
activities  at,  146 ; Thom  Bull,  Eng- 
lish spy,  reaches,  150;  Lee  entertained 
at,  1759,  172-3;  Bouquet  describes 
land  in  vicinity  of,  1760,  178;  Capt. 
Croghan  leaves  for,  July  13,  1760; 
Croghan  promises  to  send  Bouquet’s 
letter  from,  181  ; Croghan  obliged  to 
stay  at,  because  Indians  are  drunk, 
182;  Bouquet  leaves  sick  Virginians 
at,  184;  Stephens  stopped  by  ice  at, 

1760,  198;  Custaloga  makes  speech  of 
apology  at,  for  theft  of  run,  July  25, 

1761,  223. 

Cuyler  [Keiler],  Lieut.,  news  of  his  de- 
feat received  by  Price,  June  3,  1763, 
249 ; testimony  of,  at  Court  of  Inquiry 
into  taking  of  Presque  Isle,  1763,  250- 
51 ; arrives  at  Presque  Isle  and  tells 
of  burning  of  Sandusky,  253. 

Dalyell  [Dalzell],  Capt.,  to  send  avail- 
able supplies  to  Presque  Isle  from 
Niagara,  1763,  263. 

Dangerfield,  Lieut.,  relieves  Capt.  Miles 
at  Presque  Isle,  Dec.  12,  1760,  198. 


Dartaguette  [Dartaguiette],  M.,  engage- 
ment of,  with  Chickasaws,  Mar.  26, 
1736,  12,  18. 

Dehaitre,  interpreter,  thirteen  months’ 
salary  paid  to,  at  Detroit,  1755,  68. 

DeLancey,  James,  Lieut.  Governor  of 
New  York,  letters  of  Gov.  Shirley 
and,  stating  what  was  to  be  done  at 
Albany,  laid  before  Pa.  Assembly, 
Apr.  4,  1754,  33;  notified  by  com- 
mander at  Fort  Oswego  of  passage 
of  French  expedition,  1753,  71 ; pro- 
poses an  English  expedition  to  take 
Forts  Niagara  and  Presque  Isle,  1755; 
his  proposal  rejected  by  Gov.  Shirley, 
72,  86. 

Delaware  [Loup]  Indians,  Six  Nations 
and,  move  to  Allegheny  River  because 
of  food  shortage,  29 ; Miamis,  Piets, 
Ottawas,  Piankkishaws  and  Wyan- 
dots  enter  into  alliance  with  scattered 
Shawnee,  Iroquois  and,  29-30 ; failed 
to  deliver  French  stores  for  Marin, 
46-7 ; Shawnees,  Senecas  and,  from 
Ohio  River  assist  Marin,  51-2;  of 
Logstown,  too  drunk  to  attend  council 
at  Pine  Creek,  1753,  75;  chiefs  of, 
agree  with  Half  King’s  policy,  76 ; 
killed  by  English  in  a raid  near  Cum- 
berland, 1756,  93 ; Dumas  needs  to  un- 
derstand attitude  of,  95;  move  from 
among  the  English  and  settle  along 
the  Ohio,  95 ; attacked  near  Fort 
Duquesne  by  English,  casualties,  100; 
capture  of  fort  by,  100;  attack  on 
convoy  by,  100-101 ; party  of,  seek 
peace  with  English,  101 ; prisoners 
brought  by,  to  Ligneris,  101 ; from 
Tioga  report  strength  of  English 
forts  to  M.  Pouchot,  1757,  104;  party 
of,  bring  prisoner  and  scalps  from 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  to  Niagara;  French 
ask  for  and  receive  help  from,  of 
Tioga ; English  harried  in  vicinity  of 
Riviere  de  Canestio  by,  1757,  105; 
English  attempt  to  break  up  French 
negotiations  with,  1757,  106 ; report 
English  attack  on  Presque  Isle  im- 
possible, 107  ; French  negotiations  and 
alliance  with,  107-8;  report  to  Demuy 
that  the  English  in  Pa.  seek  peace 
with,  109-10;  party  of,  and  Iroquois 
take  prisoners  and  scalps  near  Fort 
Augusta,  1758,  111;  skirmish  with 
English ; de  Ligneris’  negotiations  to 
prevent,  from  rejoining  English,  113; 
skirmish  with  Kaduitas  on  French 
Creek,  1758,  113-14;  of  Belle  Riviere. 
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reject  English  overtures,  114;  living 
near  Fort  Machault,  118;  party  of, 
with  Shawnees  capture  Hocktattler, 
1755,  119;  arrive  at  Buckaloons,  1758, 
121 ; Canadians  and,  under  command 
of  Corbiere,  1758,  126;  fear  to  come 
to  Fort  Duquesne,  Nov.  1,  1758,  128; 
Ligneris  tries  to  break  up  negotiations 
between,  and  English,  131 ; welcome 
deputies  of  English ; told  by  Iroquois 
to  postpone  hostilities ; hold  council ; 
chief  of,  reports  peace  with  English 
to  de  Ligneris,  132 ; conference  of, 
with  English  and  Indians  at  Pitts- 
burgh, 1758,  134-7 ; speeches  of  Iro- 
quois and,  to  English  at  Pittsburgh 
Council,  1758,  134-7 ; accept  English 
and  Iroquois  proposals,  138;  Shawnees 
follow  example  of,  138;  report  ap- 
proximately 300  men  to  garrison  fort 
on  Monongahela  during  winter,  140; 
from  Kanaouagon,  beg  Ligneris  to 
evacuate  Fort  Machault  and  retire  to 
Presque  Isle  because  of  English  su- 
periority, 140;  postpone  answer  to 
English  peace  proposal,  141 ; Ligneris 
persuades,  to  assemble  at  Kuskuski, 
142;  expect  attack  on  Fort  Pitt,  144; 
145 ; return  from  Kuskuski,  147 ; In- 
dians postpone  hostilities  until  meet- 
ing with,  at  Kuskuski,  151;  152;  at 
Fort  Machault,  153;  chiefs  of,  at 
council  at  Pittsburgh,  1759,  163;  165; 
170;  Lee  arrives  at  town  of  [Ctis- 
taloga’s  Town],  172;  many  along 
French  Creek,  1759,  173;  Six  Nations 
plan  grand  council  at  Little  Lake 
with,  1761,  216;  Custaloga  makes 
speech  of  apology  for  seizure  of  rum 
by,  1761,  223;  Mingoes  advise,  that 
they  are  going  to  burn  Venango,  Sept. 
19,  1762,  241 ; pledge  friendship  to 
English  cause,  1763,  245-6;  attack  Fort 
Pitt,  June  22,  1763,  247 ; speak  with 
McKee,  248;  Mohawks  tell  of  the 
destruction  of  six  forts  by,  1763,  256; 
Bouquet  outlines  suggested  terms  for 
future  peace  with.  May  2,  1764,  268-9; 
Bouquet  proposes  to  destroy  towns  of, 
1764,  269 ; Gage  expects,  to  sue  for 
peace,  1764,  271 ; 276 ; arrive  at  en- 
campment of  Bradstreet’s  expedition 
and  ask  for  peace,  Aug.  12,  1764,  278; 
minutes  of  peace  treaty  between  Brad- 
street  and,  Aug.  12,  1764,  280-83 ; 
Bouquet’s  expedition  against,  to  con- 
tinue despite  Bradstreet’s  treaty,  1764, 
285 ; Gage  disallows  Bradstreet’s 


treaty  with.  Sept.  2,  285-86 ; Bouquet 
to  attack,  on  Muskingum  River,  286 ; 
287 ; Gage  warns  against  infidelity  of ; 
treaty  broken  by,  1764,  288;  forced  by 
Bouquet  to  accept  peace  terms,  1764, 
289 ; Bouquet  prohibits  trade  with, 
until  permanent  peace  is  signed,  Nov. 
1764,  290-91.  _ 

Delinery,  see  Ligneris. 

Delino,  Cadet,  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  15. 

Demuy,  M.,  ill  health  prevents  his  inclu- 
sion in  Marin’s  detachment,  1753,  57 ; 
year’s  salary  as  commander  paid  to, 
at  Detroit,  1755,  68;  commander  at 
Detroit,  receives  report  of  English 
request  for  peace  with  Loups  in  Pa., 
110. 

Denny,  Gov.  William,  Mercer  reports 
on  Indian  commerce  and  affairs  at 
Pittsburgh  to,  163. 

Depeux,  Cadet  a I’Aiguillette,  invalided 
from  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Detroit,  Fort,  see  Fort  Detroit. 

Devers,  Sir  Robert,  killed  by  Indians 
at  Detroit,  May  1763,  249. 

Devoy,  James,  Indian  trader,  seized  by 
French  Indians,  32. 

Dinwiddie,  Gov.  Robert,  of  Virginia,  32 ; 
Gov.  of  Pa.  asks  Assembly  for  sup- 
plies to  assist,  33 ; concerned  because 
French  in  Ohio  Valley  threaten  inter- 
ests of  Ohio  Company;  attempts  to 
head  off  French  expansion,  71 ; letter 
to  St.  Pierre,  Oct.  31,  1753,  76-7 ; St. 
Pierre’s  reply,  Dec.  15,  1753,  77-8. 

Douville,  Sieur  de,  see  Saussaye,  Sieurs 
de  La. 

Dow,  Lieut.  Archibald,  sent  to  Le  Boeuf, 
1761,  203;  209;  arrives  at  Presque 
Isle  with  men  and  supplies,  1761,  210; 
212;  213;  copy  of  orders  for,  while 
in  command  of  Le  Boeuf,  Sept.  28, 
1761,  225-6;  relieves  Guy  at  Le  Boeuf, 
1761,  226;  being  ill,  Guy  relieves,  at 
Le  Boeuf,  1761,  227 ; replaces  Schlos- 
ser  at  Presque  Isle,  May  1762,  232; 
replaced  by  Christie  at  Presque  Isle, 
June  1762,  232;  shot  through  body  at 
Bushy  Run,  1763,  264. 

Dow,  Lieut.  James,  letter  to  Bouquet, 
Aug.  6,  1764,  about  departure  of 
Bradstreet’s  expedition  from  Niagara, 
276. 

Drouillon,  Sieur,  Duquesne  recommends 
promotion  of,  61 ; to  be  exchanged 
for  English  prisoner,  83. 


308 


INDEX 


Duchesne,  interpreter,  eleven  months’ 
wages  paid  to,  68. 

Dumas,  M.,  French  and  Indians  under, 
Beaujeu  and  Ligneris  defeat  Brad- 
dock  at  Battle  of  Monongahela,  July 
9,  1755,  72;  reports  many  scalps 
taken,  1756,  94-5;  tries  to  persuade 
the  Tetes  Plattes  to  come  to  Du- 
quesne,  1756,  95;  receives  provisions 
from  Illinois ; negotiates  Indian  peace, 
96. 

Du  Muy  [Deman],  Capt.  Jacques  Pierre, 
on  Marin’s  expedition,  48. 

Dunfin,  Joseph,  deserts  at  Venango, 
Sept.  12,  1762,  242. 

Duplaissis,  M.,  sends  Loup  speech  to 
Dumas,  1756,  95. 

Duplessis  [Dupleses,  Duplesis],  engi- 
neer, tools  loaded  for  Bassett  by ; ac- 
count of  tools  at  Venango  sent  to  Bas- 
sett by,  190. 

Dugue,  M.,  21. 

Duquesne,  Fort,  -see  Fort  Duquesne. 

Duquesne  de  Menneville,  Marquis,  Gov- 
ernor General  of  New  France,  1752- 
1755,  reaches  Canada,  summer  1752, 
with  instructions  to  send  expedition 
to  Ohio  Valley,  37 ; chooses  able  of- 
ficers for  expedition,  37 ; letter  to 
minister,  Oct.  21,  1752,  praising  of- 
ficers chosen  for  expedition,  38-9 ; 
Bigot  considers,  well  informed  about 
Canada  and  its  officers,  40-42 ; im- 
presses Iroquois,  43 ; orders  Coffen 
jailed  for  attempted  escape,  44;  re- 
jects Coffen’s  request  to  join  expedi- 
tion, 45 ; goes  to  Montreal  to  inspect 
expeditionary  force,  Jan,  1753,  45; 
orders  fort  built  at  Chautauqua  Creek, 
45 ; Marin  alters  his  plan,  45 ; orders 
Marin  to  build  two  forts  on  Chau- 
tauqua portage,  fall  1753,  47 ; sends 
Cross  of  St.  Louis  to  Marin,  47 ; let- 
ter to  minister,  Aug.  20,  about  prog- 
ress of  expedition,  49-53 ; -states  ad- 
vantages of  Presque  Isle  over  Chau- 
tauqua, 49 ; informed  by  Joncaire  of 
English  traders  at  Shenango  and 
French  Creek,  50;  takes  measures  to 
supply  expedition,  50  ; to  secure  friend- 
ship of  Indians,  50-51 ; prepares  to 
attack  Oswego,  if  necessary,  51 ; re- 
ports building  of  two  forts,  51 ; con- 
siders expedition  successful,  51-2; 
anxious  over  difficulty  of  Le  Boeuf 
portage,  52 ; would  increase  strength 
of  expedition,  52 ; praises  harbor  of 
Presque  Isle,  53;  proposes  building 


vessel,  53 ; praises  officers,  53 ; letter 
to  Marin,  Aug.  27,  ordering  him  to 
rid  his  force  of  dissatisfied  officers, 
54-5;  letter  to  minister,  Oct.  31,  about 
the  officers  in  Canada,  55-8 ; receives 
Crosses  of  St.  Louis,  55 ; sends  Cross 
to  Marin,  56;  praises  Marin,  Pean, 
Le  Mercier,  and  Contrecoeur,  56-7 ; 
does  not  follow  order  on  the  roll  in 
recommending  appointments,  57-8; 
warns  Marin’s  officers  against  indis- 
cipline, 58 ; letter  to  minister,  Nov.  2, 
about  new  arrangements  caused  by 
Marin’s  illness,  58-60 ; informed  by 
Pean  of  Marin’s  illness,  58;  sends  St. 
Pierre  to  replace  Marin,  58-9 ; regrets 
loss  of  Marin’s  services,  59 ; has  faith 
in  Pean’s  ability,  60 ; praises  Canadian 
militia,  60 ; letter  to  minister,  Nov. 
29,  about  results  of  campaign,  60-62 ; 
praises  Marin’s  wisdom  in  sending 
back  part  of  his  force,  60-61  ; stops 
insubordination  of  officers,  61 ; rec- 
ommends promotions,  61-2;  letter  to 
minister,  Oct.  7,  1754,  justifying  ex- 
pedition, 62-3  ; regrets  death  of  Marin, 
63 ; letter  to  minister,  Oct.  8,  1754, 
about  Le  Mercier’s  services  on  expedi- 
tion, 64 ; reports  on  garrisons  and 
troop  movements,  June  25,  1755, 
64-7 ; his  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penses of  the  posts  in  the  upper  coun- 
try, July  12,  1755,  68-70;  St.  Pierre 
refers  Dinwiddie’s  letter  to,  71,  78; 
letter  to  minister,  Oct.  12,  1754,  stat- 
ing that  French  had  fort  at  Chiningue 
before  Trent’s  fort  was  built,  82-3; 
letter  to  minister,  Nov.  3,  about 
Centrecoeur’s  situation  at  Fort  Du- 
quesne, 83-5 ; believes  that  English 
will  fail  in  attempts  to  seize  Ohio,  84 ; 
thinks  a third  expedition  is  needed, 
85 ; transfers  Contrecoeur  from  Niag- 
ara to  command  expedition  of  1754, 
85;  letter  to  minister.  May  31,  1755, 
expressing  regret  at  leaving  Canada, 
89-90;  memoir  to  Vaudreuil,  July  6, 
1755,  outlining  situation  of  the  forts, 
the  problem  of  supplies,  and  the  evils 
of  the  liquor  traffic,  90-92. 

Dusable,  M.,  arrives  from  Ohio  River, 
with  news  of  capture  of  Fort  Neces- 
sity, 1754,  80. 

Duverger,  see  St.  Blin. 

Easton  [East  Town],  treaty  held  at, 
in  1750,  229.  _ 

Ecuyer,  Capt.  Simeon,  letter  to  Bouquet, 
June  26,  1753,  reporting  Delaware  at- 
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tack  on  Fort  Pitt,  247-8;  acks  Price 
to  inform  Bouquet  of  Cuyler’s  defeat, 
249;  letter  from  Bouquet,  July  4, 
promising  aid,  260-61 ; criticized  for 
firing  cannon  at  Indians,  1763,  262. 

Edge  Hill,  263 ; see  Bushy  Run. 

Eighteen  Mile  Creek  [Friday  Creek], 
Lee  camps  at,  171. 

England,  31,  32,  172,  178,  272. 

English,  23,  30-31,  51,  66,  71-3,  80-84, 
88-9,  99,  101-2,  105,  107-9,  112-14, 
118-20,  122,  125,  130-34,  137-8,  140-42, 
157,  168,  216,  221,  245,  247,  255,  257, 
275,  281. 

English  Forts,  see  Fort  Augusta,  Fort 
Bedford,  Cresap’s  Fort,  Croghan’s 
Fort,  Fort  Cumberland,  Fort  Detroit, 
Fort  Frederic,  Fort  George,  Fort 
Henry,  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  Fort  Ligonier, 
Fort  Littleton,  Fort  Loudoun,  Fort 
Miamis,  Fort  Michilimackinac,  Fort 
Necessity,  Fort  Niagara,  Fort  Os- 
wego, Fort  Pitt,  Fort  Presque  Isle, 
Fort  Schlosser,  Fort  Venango,  Fort 
William  Henry. 

Erie  Indians,  live  south  of  Lake  Erie ; 
destroyed  in  war  with  Five  Nations, 
by  1754,  1. 

Erie,  Lake,  traversed  by  French  expedi- 
tions after  1669,  1 ; English  trading 
posts  on,  1750,  2;  Shawnee  settlement 
proposed  between  Ohio  River  and,  3 ; 
Shawnee  settlement  25  leagues  from, 
proposed,  4 ; English  trading  posts  on 
shores  of,  29 ; wagon  road  cut  by  Pean 
on  portage  from,  to  Lake  Chautauqua, 
48 ; difficulty  of  transporting  boats 
and  artillery  to,  told  by  Gov.  Shirley, 
87 ; 129 ; Ligneris  at  Machault  to 
cover,  153;  French  abandon  post  on, 
161 ; Captain  Lee  reports  navigability 
of,  as  hazardous  and  dangerous,  171-2; 
provisions  delivered  to  wilderness 
posts  over,  203  ; Bradstreet  ordered  to 
advance  to  Detroit  along,  1763,  257; 
Indians  hold  carrying  place  from 
Niagara  to,  1763,  267-8;  Johnson’s 
peace  negotiations  reduce  hostile  area 
to  tribes  between  Ohio  and,  1764,  275; 
minutes  of  peace  treaty  signed  at 
camp  on,  Aug.  12,  1764,  280-83; 
Bouquet  refuses  to  accept  peace  treaty 
with  Indians  between  Ohio  and,  1764, 
284,  285. 

Etherington,  Capt.  George,  Bouquet 
writes  to,  for  things  needed  at  Presque 
Isle,  July  1760,  187. 

Evans,  John,  Indian  trader,  seized  by 
French  Indians,  32. 


Evans,  Lewis,  makes  error  in  estimat- 
ing distance  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Fort 
Venango,  180. 

Fammet,  Lieut,  death  of,  1763,  252. 

Feuilles,  Anse  aux,  see  Anse  aux 
Feuilles. 

Five  Nations,  see  Iroquois. 

Folles  Avoines  [Malomines],  Indian 
tribe,  22. 

Forbes  [Forbus],  Brigadier  General 
John,  begins  advance  on  Duquesne, 
spring  1758,  89;  English  army  under, 
forces  French  to  abandon  Fort  Du- 
quesne, Nov.  23,  1758,  125 ; letter  to, 
describing  Indian  movements,  taken 
from  English  officer,  127 ; leaves  Pitts- 
burgh before  conference  between  Eng- 
lish and  Indians,  Dec.  4,  1758,  135; 
returns  to  Loyalhanna,  1759,  140;  Am- 
herst’s concern  regarding  health  of, 
148-49;  orders  for  defense  of  Pitts- 
burgh left  with  Mercer  by,  149; 
Bouquet  has  difficulties  because  of  in- 
firmity of,  1759,  291. 

Forbes’  Road,  posts  along,  withstand 
Indian  attacks,  1763,  244;  Bouquet  ad- 
vances along,  1763,  257. 

Fort  Augusta  [Shamokin,  Chamakin], 
English  fort,  causes  much  concern  to 
French,  88,  French  reconnoiter  near, 

1757,  104-7 ; Vaudreuil  discusses  route 
between  Fort  Machault  and,  107 
French  scouts  watch,  1758,  108,  111, 
112;  mentioned  by  La  Chauvignerie, 
118;  Hocktattler  arrives  at.  May  5, 

1758,  119,  121. 

Fort  Beausejour,  French  fort  in  Acadia, 
garrison  to  be  doubled,  1755,  65. 

Fort  Bedford.  English  fort,  formerly 
Raystown  [Restong],  importance  to 
French  of  watching  communication 
between  Loyalhanna  and.  1759,  133; 
Bouquet  at,  Aug.  1759,  161 ; Stanwix 
at,  215;  290. 

Fort  Chambly,  French  fort  north  of 
Lake  Champlain,  Demuy  commands, 
1753,  57. 

Fort  Charles,  Gershom  Hicks  held  pris- 
oner at,  272. 

Fort  Chartres,  French  fort  in  Illinois, 
Buissoniere  commands,  1739,  21 ; to 
send  reinforcements  to  Fort  Duquesne, 
1757,  104;  see  also  Illinois. 

Fort,  Cresap’s  [Cressep’s],  Celoron’s 
party  has  skirmish  near,  1756,  94. 

Fort,  Croghan’s  [Craon’s],  at  Augh- 
wick,  French  raid  near,  1756,  94. 
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Fort  Cumberland,  English  fort  in  Mary- 
land, deserters  from,  arrive  at  Fort 
Duquesne,  1756,  93;  French  lead  raids 
in  direction  of,  1756,  93-4 ; French 
hear  that  garrison  is  unpaid  and  that 
English  expect  to  abandon,  97  ; Dumas 
sends  scouts  to,  98 ; French  lead  raids 
in  direction  of,  1757,  99-100;  English 
ambush  French  raiders  returning 
from,  June  5,  1757,  101 ; Ligneris 
sends  scouts  toward,  102;  English 
strengthen,  1758,  109-10;  savages 

gather  at,  for  attack  on  Fort  Du- 
quesne, 1758,  114;  290. 

Fort  Detroit,  French  doubt  if  Indians 
from,  will  join  Longueuil,  1739,  13; 
Hurons  may  move  to,  19;  Noyelle 
reports  all  quiet  at,  22 ; Douville  to 
carry  presents  to  Ottawas  at,  22 ; In- 
dians of,  ordered  to  drive  away  Eng- 
lish traders,  1744,  23;  Galissoniere 
says  that  loss  of  Ohio  River  would 
threaten,  28 ; that  Ohio  posts  would 
depend  on,  29 ; provisions  for  expedi- 
tion against  Miamis  sent  to,  1752,  39 ; 
Bigot  arranges  to  supply,  during  ex- 
pedition of  1753,  42;  to  furnish  rein- 
forcements to  Contrecoeur  on  request, 
1755,  65;  salaries  paid  to  officers  and 
interpreters  at  Detroit,  1755,  68;  Pean 
to  visit,  1754,  81  ; Indians  from,  at 
Fort  Duquesne,  1757,  102;  food  sent 
from,  to  Fort  Duquesne,  103-4 ; Demuy, 
commander  of,  hears  that  English  are 
seeking  peace  with  Delawares,  110; 
Belestre  retreats  from  Presque  Isle  to, 
Aug.  1759,  126;  to  send  reinforce- 
ments to  Ligneris  at  Fort  Machault, 
129,  142 ; probably  referred  to  in  re- 
port of  Indian  spy,  1759,  152;  ordered 
to  provision  and  reinforce  Fort  Pres- 
que Isle,  154;  French  hear  that  John- 
son threatens  to  attack,  164;  garri- 
sons of  Ohio  posts  retreat  to,  167 ; 
Mississaugas  from  Presque  Isle  move 
to,  167;  Indians  aid  French  at,  167-8; 
Croghan  hears  that  Indians  were  sent 
from,  to  watch  English  at  Presque 
Isle,  July  19,  1760,  186;  Bouquet  rec- 
ommends Woodward  for  reconnoiter- 
ing  Lake  Erie  and,  189;  Major  Rob- 
ert Rogers  leads  expedition  to  take, 
1760,  195 ; rumors  of  Indian  con- 
spiracy at,  1761,  203,  215-16;  Pontiac 
leads  attack  on.  May  9,  1763,  244; 
Indians  at  Tuskarawas  say  that,  has 
been  captured,  245 ; other  Indians  say 
that,  is  safe,  246-7 ; Gray  reports  that 
he  has  seen  schooner  passing  Presque 


Isle  on  way  to,  June  1763,  248; 
Christie’s  information  regarding  at- 
tack on,  249-50 ; court  of  inquiry  into 
capture  of  Presque  Isle  held  at,  July 
6,  1763,  250;  Cuyler  commands 

schooner  Huron  going  from  Niagara 
to,  250-51 ; Ottawas  said  to  have  com- 
pelled Hurons  to  attack,  252;  Indians 
bring  Christie  to,  July  9,  1763,  252; 
attempted  treachery  at,  254;  Indians 
report  capture  of,  256 ; Bradstreet  to 
relieve,  1764,  257 ; Bouquet  attempts 
to  send  letters  to.  Sept.  1763,  267 ; 
English  troops  halt  at  Presque  Isle 
on  way  to,  1763,  267 ; Indians  at 
Presque  Isle  and  Niagara  to  block 
relief  of.  Sept.  1763,  267-8. 

Fort  Duquesne,  French  fort  at  forks  of 
the  Ohio,  built,  1754,  35 ; expedition 
led  by  Contrecoeur  builds,  37 ; garri- 
son at,  winter  of  1754-1755,  64-5;  six 
cannon  to  be  sent  to,  1755,  65 ; salary 
paid  to  commander  of,  1755,  69 ; Con- 
trecoeur captures  Trent’s  fort  and 
builds,  71 ; French  defeat  Braddock’s 
attempt  to  expel  them  from,  July  9, 
1755,  71-2;  French  from,  capture  Fort 
Necessity  and  burn  shed  ten  leagues 
from,  1754,  80-81 ; Duquesne  reports 
news  from,  Nov.  3,  1754,  about  Eng- 
lish officer  proposing  exchange  of 
prisoners,  83 ; English  officer  unable 
to  spy  at,  83-4 ; good  behavior  of  Stobo 
and  Van  Braam  at,  84;  Contrecoeur 
hears  that  English  are  preparing  to 
attack,  84 ; Indians  leave  English  and 
come  to,  84 ; Contrecoeur  captures 
enemy  fort  and  builds,  85 ; Contre- 
coeur remains  at,  until  Nov.  15,  1755 ; 
English  defeated  near,  July  9,  1755, 
85 ; Contrecoeur’s  youngest  son  in 
battle  near,  86 ; raiding  parties  sent 
from,  88 ; importance  of  Fort  Machault 
as  link  with,  88 ; Forbes  begins  advance 
to,  1758,  89 ; works  of,  completed,  90 ; 
cannon  and  supplies  at,  90 ; difficulty 
in  supplying,  90-91  ; could  be  made 
self-supporting,  91 ; deserters  from 
Fort  Cumberland  arrive  at,  1756,  93; 
raiding  parties  from,  1756,  93-5; 
Dumas  asks  Tetes  Plattes  to  come  to, 
95 ; Iroquois  from  vicinity  of,  move 
to  Fort  Machault,  95 ; Ohio  used  as 
route  from  Illinois  to,  96 ; Loudoun 
supposed  to  be  planning  attack  on,  97 ; 
Indians  fear  smallpox  at,  98 ; Canadian 
killed  and  another  captured  near,  1757, 
98-9 ; raiding  parties  sent  from,  1757, 
98-101 ; English  gather  forces  for  at- 


INDEX 


311 


tack  on,  1757,  102;  needs  to  be 
strengthened,  102-3;  not  in  immediate 
danger,  1757,  103;  problem  of  sup- 
plying, 103 ; Indians  report  that  Eng- 
lish plan  to  attack,  1758,  113;  raiding 
parties  sent  from,  1758,  113;  Canadian 
killed  near,  113;  English  to  besiege, 
114;  provisions  and  troops  sent  via 
Fort  Machault  to,  116;  some  pro- 
visions come  from  south  to,  116; 
La  Chauvignerie  describes,  1757,  117; 
French  fear  attack,  1757,  119;  Hock- 
tattler’s  information  about,  120-21 ; 
Halkett  recommends  raiding  Indian 
villages  to  make  Indians  leave,  1758, 
124;  French  abandon  and  burn,  Nov. 
23,  1758,  125;  Forbes’  army  occupies 
ruins  of,  Nov.  25,  125 ; effect  of  cap- 
ture on  Indians,  125 ; Ligneris  sends 
out  detachment  from,  for  skirmish 
with  English,  126-7 ; prisoners  and 
scouts  report  English  advance  to, 
127-8 ; Ligneris  and  officers  decide  to 
abandon,  127-8  ; Ligneris  abandons  and 
burns,  128-9;  135;  English  build  small 
fort  near  site  of,  140;  seven  officers 
from,  at  Venango,  1759,  145;  trained 
officers  not  sent  to,  155;  abandoned 
on  orders  from  Vaudreuil,  156;  Eng- 
lish build  fort  with  earthworks  at, 
1760,  168.  _ 

Fort  Frederic,  in  Maryland,  has  garri- 
son of  500  men,  1757,  101. 

Fort  Frontenac  [Frontignac,  Cataraqui, 
Cadarahqui],  French  fort  on  Lake  On- 
tario, castaways  brought  to,  1739,  21 ; 
Coffen  at,  1753,  45;  artillery  for  at- 
tack on  Oswego  sent  to,  51 ; detach- 
ment to  lighten  bateaux  at,  before 
passing  Oswego,  1755,  66;  Villiers  to 
reinforce,  1755,  67. 

Fort  George,  Delawares  join  in  attack 
on,  1757,  108. 

Fort  Henry,  near  Millersburg,  Berks 
County,  La  Chauvignerie  brought 
from,  1757,  115;  La  Chauvignerie 
surrenders  himself  at,  118. 

Fort  Le  Boeuf  [Le  Beef,  La  Buf,  au 
Bauf,  Le  Beuf,  Fort  on  Beef  River], 
Washington  sent  to  French  com- 
mander of,  1753,  31-2;  Marin’s  expedi- 
tion builds,  37 ; French  cut  road  to 
Le  Boeuf  and  begin  building,  46 ; boats 
built  at,  1753,  46;  Delawares  visit, 
46-7 ; Coffen’s  description  of,  47 ; 
Coffen  says  that  nine  cannon  were 
left  at,  48-9;  nearly  completed,  Aug. 
3,  1753,  51 ; garrison  of,  winter  of 
1754-1755,  65;  salary  of  commander 


at,  1755,  69;  Washington  reaches,  Dec. 
11,  1753,  71 : delivers  Dinwiddie’s  let- 
ter to  St.  Pierre  at,  Dec.  12,  71 ; not 
in  danger  from  English  for  sevepl 
years,  72 ; St.  Pierre’s  letter  to  Din- 
widdle from,  78;  Washington’s  de- 
scription of,  78-9 ; deserters  report  on, 
79-80;  Marin  dies  at,  80;  Contrecoeur 
commands,  80;  La  Chauvignerie  sent 
from,  to  Shenango,  Nov.  1753,  82; 
Shirley  rejects  De  Lancey’s  proposal 
to  attack  Presque  Isle  and,  1755,  87 ; 
raiding  parties  from,  in  Susquehanna 
valley,  88 ; Indian  settlement  at,  88 ; 
trans-shipping  point  for  supplies  sent 
to  Fort  Duquesne,  90-91 ; possible  to 
farm  at,  92;  exposed  to  attack  from 
Fort  Augusta,  1757,  104;^  raiding 
parties  sent  out  by  St.  Blin,  com- 
mander of,  113;  La  Chauvignerie’s 
description  of,  116;  French  at,  en- 
gaged principally  in  transporting  sup- 
plies, 116;  commanded  by  Duverger 
de  St.  Blin,  116;  traders  at,  116; 
Hocktattler’s  description  of,  120; 
Cherokees  attack  convoy  near,  1758, 
123;  Custaloga’s  Town  half  way  be- 
tween Fort  Machault  and,  145 ; 
Kikisuskung  reports  to  Mercer  that 
military  stores  and  supplies  have  ar- 
rived at,  Feb.  1759,  in  preparation  for 
attack  on  Fort  Pitt,  147  ; three  bateaux 
a day  made  at,  147 ; Tom  Bull,  Indian 
spy,  visits,  March  1759,  150;  Bull’s 
description  of,  152;  no  Indians  at, 
1759,  153;  French  abandon  and  burn, 
Aug.  1759,  166;  Mercer  reports  dis- 
tance to,  170;  Lee  visits  and  describes 
site  of.  Sept.  26,  1759,  172;  estimate 
of  distances  to,  173;  Bouquet  at  site 
of,  July  16,  1760,  178;  estimate  of 
distances  to,  179 ; Mercer  encamps  at, 
July  17,  185;  191;  Bouquet  plans 
small  fort  at,  192;  Smallman  reports 
discovery  of  French  boatyard  near. 
Sept.  29,  195 ; Buckner  to  forward 
supplies  to,  1761,  from  Venango,  198; 
Stewart  asks  Indians  to  supply,  199; 
Gordon’s  description  of  English  works 
at,  Dec.  24,  1760,  202;  Royal  Ameri- 
cans replace  provincial  troops  at,  1761, 
203 ; Guy  transferred  temporarily  to 
Presque  Isle  from.  Sept.  1761,  203; 
Dow  at.  Sept.  1761,  203;  Guy  returns 
to  command  of,  Oct.  1761,  203;  In- 
dians threaten  trouble  at,  1761,  203; 
Guy,  with  Royal  Americans,  to  re- 
place Love  and  Virginians  at,  Jan. 
1761,  204;  Guy  to  take  supplies  from 
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Fort  Le  Boeuf,  continued. 

Venango,  204-5;  Guy  to  send  monthly 
report  to  Mather  at  Venango  from, 
205 ; horses  to  be  sent  to,  205 ; 
Bouquet  asks  about  use  of  sleighs  to 
carry  supplies  to,  205 ; Virginians  ar- 
rive at  Venango  from,  Feb.  13,  1761, 
206 ; bateaux  to  be  sent  to,  206 ; 
Mather  sends  returns  from,  206;  Guy 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  April  26, 
1761,  about  condition  of  supplieSi 
208-9;  a thousand  cabbage  plants  up 
in  garden  at,  208;  tools  for  Fort 
Presque  Isle  at.  May  1761,  209; 
Cochrane  sends  to,  for  oakum,  209 ; 
Cochrane  reports  trouble  with  Indians 
at,  over  stolen  horses,  June  1,  212-13; 
Guy  writes  to  Bouquet  from,  June  1, 
reporting  trouble  with  Indians,  214-15; 
Guy  asks  for  seeds  at,  215;  Guy  held 
up  by  Indians  on  way  to  Presque  Isle 
from,  June  1761,  217 ; messengers  to, 
from  Presque  Isle,  217 ; Guy  writes 
to  Bouquet  from,  June  25,  promising 
to  take  precautions,  218;  219;  Indians 
threaten  Cox  for  his  language  at, 
219-20 ; Carre  sends  boatload  of  beef 
from  Venango  to,  July  8,  221 ; orders 
for  Dow  while  commanding  at.  Sept. 
28,  225-6 ; Dow  replaces  Guy  at,  226-7 ; 
Guy  returns  to,  227 ; Dow  falls  ill  at, 
227 ; Price  replaces  Guy  at,  May  1762, 
232 ; no  blacksmith  at,  237 ; Francis 
Gordon  asks  to  be  transferred  from 
Venango  to,  240;  241 ; Price  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Oct.  31,  1762,  about 
journey  to,  242-3 ; supplies  needed  at, 
include  padlock  for  a cabbage  house, 
243 ; garrison  escapes  at,  when  In- 
dians attack,  1763,  244;  Gray  reports 
destruction  of,  248 ; Price’s  letter  to 
Bouquet,  June  26,  1763,  about  Indian 
attack  on,  and  his  escape  from,  249-50 ; 
259 ; Bouquet  criticizes  Price  for 
having  fled  to  Venango  from,  260. 

Fort  Ligonier  [Loyalhanna],  Corbicre’s 
detachment  attacks  English  near,  Nov. 

1758,  127 ; French  send  scouts  to  re- 
connoiter  near,  133 ; importance  of 
road  from  Raystown  to,  133 ; Forbes 
leaves  strong  garrison  at,  140;  French 
plan  attack  on,  144 ; English  protect 
convoys  from,  144 ; French  scouts 
near,  146;  157;  raiding  parties  return 
to  Fort  Machault  after  attacking,  1759, 
159;  160;  162;  Indians  lurk  about, 

1759,  163;  Delaware  Indian  kills 
wagoner  near,  1759,  170;  201;  Bou- 


quet arrives  at,  Aug.  2,  1763,  263; 
Col.  Reid  arrives  at,  on  way  to  Fort 
Pitt,  1764,  284;  286;  290. 

Fort  Littleton  [Lyttleton],  in  Fulton 
county,  Cherokee  war  party  returns 
to,  1758,  123. 

Fort  Loudoun,  William  Trent  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  June  5,  1758,  about 
council  with  Indians  at,  121-3;  High- 
landers ordered  from,  1758,  123;  rain 
prevents  troops  from  marching  to. 
May  1764,  270;  284;  285. 

Fort  Machault,  French  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  French  Creek,  called  Fort 
Venango  by  English ; small  post  built, 
1754,  37;  garrison  at,  1754-1755,  65; 
Beaujeu  builds  stockaded  post  around 
storehouses,  1755,  65 ; not  in  danger 
of  English  attack  for  several  years, 
72 ; raiding  parties  sent  from,  against 
Pa.  frontier,  88;  Indian  settlement  at, 
88;  French  fear  attack  from  Fort  Au- 
gusta on,  88 ; importance  of,  as  link 
with  Fort  Duquesne,  88;  established 
as  depot  of  supplies  for  Fort  Duquesne, 
90-91 ; located  at  junction  of  French 
Creek  and  Allegheny  River,  90-91 ; 
land  fertile  at,  91 ; Delawares  and 
Iroquois  near  Fort  Duquesne  move 
to,  1756,  95;  Indians  of  Conewango 
decide  not  to  move  to,  95 ; Fort  Au- 
gusta and  other  English  posts  danger- 
ously close  to,  1757,  104-5;  Indians 
sent  from,  to  raid  near  Eort  Augusta, 
105-6;  distance  of  English  fort  from, 
107 ; La  Chauvignerie  instructed  to 
repair,  107;  108;  news  of  English 
army  brought  to,  1758,  111;  Michael 
La  Chauvignerie’s  father,  a lieutenant, 
commands  at,  1757,  115;  being  fin- 
ished, 1757,  115;  garrison  of,  1757, 
116;  detachments  going  to  Eort  Du- 
quesne stop  at,  116;  La  Chauvignerie, 
Jr.,  leaves.  Sept.  11,  1757,  for  raid 
against  English,  117;  Delawares  live 
near,  118;  fear  of  English  attack 
causes  Erench  to  improve  fortifica- 
tions at,  119;  La  Chauvignerie  to 
reconnoiter  English  forts  nearest  to, 
119;  Hocktattler  brought  to,  120; 
English  patrol  country  toward,  1758, 
124 ; Erench  retreat  from  Eort 
Duquesne  to,  Nov.  1758,  125;  advance 
post  in  upper  Allegheny  valley, 
threatening  Eort  Pitt,  125 ; Amherst 
suggests  surprise  attack  on,  125 ; coun- 
cil of  French  and  Indians  at,  July  12, 
1759,  receives  report  of  English  at- 
tack on  Niagara,  126;  abandoned,  126; 
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Ligneris  retreats  from  Fort  Duquesne 
to,  Nov.  23,  1758,  128;  Ligneris 

reaches,  Nov.  28,  129;  weak  condition 
of,  129 ; measures  taken  to  strengthen, 
129-31 ; Indians  urge  French  to  re- 
treat from,  1759,  131  ; Vaudreuil  or- 
ders scouts  sent  out  from,  133 ; 
Ligneris  at,  receives  report  from 
Custaloga,  Jan.  4,  1759,  132,  134; 
wagoner  kidnapped  near,  138;  rein- 
forcements and  supplies  sent  to,  139; 
scouts  sent  out  from,  139-40;  Indians 
urge  retreat  from,  140;  Indians  re- 
port that  English  plan  attack  on, 

141- 2;  Vaudreuil’s  orders  regarding, 

142- 3;  Indian  spy  at,  reports  that 
French  are  enlarging  fort,  building 
boats,  and  preparing  to  attack  Fort 
Pitt,  Dec.  1758,  143-4;  strength  of, 
144 ; reinforcements  expected  at,  144 ; 
Indian  spy  reports  size  of  garrison  at, 
supplies  and  repairs  at,  Jan.  19,  1759, 
145-6;  description  of,  145-6;  Mercer 
■complains  of  contradictory  reports 
from,  147 ; Amherst  suggests  attack 
on,  March  5,  1759,  149-50;  Tom  Bull 
reaches,  March  4,  1759,  150;  Bull 
describes,  152;  news  from,  153;  Bull 
goes  to  Kuskuski  from,  153;  Dela- 
wares at,  153;  Vaudreuil’s  orders  for, 
April  1,  1759,  153;  French  gather 
forces  at,  July  1759,  157 ; Indian  spies 
from,  report  preparations  for  attack 
on  Fort  Pitt,  157-9;  Indian  council 
at,  July  11,  1759,  158-9;  expedition 
goes  from,  to  raise  siege  of  Fort 
Niagara,  159;  raiding  parties  return 
to,  from  attacking  Ligonier,  159,  160; 
Indians  report  size  of  garrison  at, 
Aug.  1759,  160;  cannon  from,  sent 
up  French  Creek,  160;  Bouquet  sug- 
gests that  Mercer  attack,  161-2; 
Hurons  come  to  Fort  Pitt  from,  Aug. 
1759,  163 ; Ottawas  scalp  two  soldiers 
at  Fort  Pitt  and  flee  to,  163 ; French 
in  confusion  at,  on  hearing  of  defeat 
at  Niagara,  164;  Mercer  reports  that 
French  have  left,  Aug.  12,  1759, 
165-6;  Hutchins  makes  plan  of,  Oct. 
1759,  169;  English  Fort  Venango 
built  nearer  mouth  of  French  Creek 
than,  183. 

Fort  Miamis,  French  post,  vulnerable  to 
attack  from  Ohio  River,  28 ; John 
Patten,  English  trader,  taken  pris- 
oner at,  1750,  31 ; Longueuil  sends 
troops  to,  1752,  39;  65;  to  send  In- 
dians to  reinforce  Ligneris,  1759,  129 ; 


English  post  captured  by  Indians, 

1763,  256. 

Fort  Michilimackinac,  Celoron  com- 
mands, 1739,  13 ; to  send  warriors  for 
Chickasaw  campaign,  13,  17 ; Blain- 
ville  reports  that  all  is  quiet  at.  Sept. 
28,  1739,  22;  Pean  to  visit,  1754,  81; 
English  fort,  captured  by  Indians, 
1763,  256;  Bradstreet  to  go  to,  1764, 
272. 

Fort  Necessity,  at  the  Great  Meadows, 
Villiers  forces  Washington  to  capitu- 
late at,  July  4,  1754,  71 ; Varin’s  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of,  80-81. 

Fort  Niagara,  Senecas  move  to  French 
Creek  from,  1732,  1 ; Seneca  permits 
French  to  build  stone  house  at,  11; 
Longueuil’s  expedition  passes,  1739, 
12 ; ship  wrecked  on  return  voyage 
from,  21 ; La  Galissoniere  says  that 
Ohio  posts  would  depend  on,  29 ; 
Contrecoeur  commands,  1752,  38; 
Bigot  arranges  for  journey  of  Ohio 
expedition  from  Fort  Frontenac  to, 
41 ; to  Chautauqua  from,  41 ; advance 
party  to  be  sent  by  land  to,  41-2 ; some 
to  remain  at,  to  supply  Detroit,  42 ; 
supplies  for  expedition  sent  ahead  to, 
42 ; flour  needed  for,  43 ; Coffen  at, 
1753,  45,  48;  Coffen  describes,  48; 
garrison  reinforced  at,  Nov.  1753,  48; 
Pean  leaves.  Sept.  6,  1753,  and  takes 
rear  guard  to  Fort  Presque  Isle,  55 ; 
hostile  Iroquois  near,  1753,  62-3;  de- 
tachment to  take  camion  to  Fort 
Duquesne  by  way  of,  1755,  65  ; Villiers 
sent  to  reinforce,  June  25,  1755,  66-7 ; 
Gov.  Shirley  rejects  De  Lancey’s  pro- 
posed expedition  against,  72;  Fraser 
reports  that  French  are  at  carrying 
place  from,  to  Ohio  River,  1753,  74; 
deserters  from,  79-80 ; Contrecoeur’s 
son,  with  15  men,  at,  80;  Contrecoeur 
sent  from,  to  command  Ohio  expedi- 
tion, Jan.  1754,  80,  85;  Shirley’s  letter 
about  expedition  to,  1755,  86-7;  90; 
abuses  at  portage  from,  91  ; undermined 
by  lake  so  that  site  must  be  changed, 
92 ; commander  of,  instructed  to  aid 
other  forts,  1757,  102;  Delawares  visit 
Pouchot  at,  with  news  of  English 
forts,  104;  prisoner  from  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  brought  to,  105 ; provisions  sent 
to  Presque  Isle  from,  116;  distance  to 
Presque  Isle  from,  117;  La  Chauvig- 
nerie  describes,  117;  French  forces  in 
northwestern  Pa.  to  relieve,  if  threat- 
ened by  English,  1759;  Pouchot  sum- 
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Fort  Niagara,  continued. 
mons  help  from  Fort  Machault  to 
raise  English  siege  of,  126;  capitulates 
to  Sir  William  Johnson,  July  25,  1759, 
126;  Vaudreuil  orders  French  forces 
to  meet  at,  if  Presque  Isle  is  captured, 
Jan.  1759,  129;  commander  of,  to  send 
aid  to  Ligneris,  131,  139,  143;  Vau- 
dreuil’s  instructions  to  Pouchot  in 
case  of  English  attack  on,  142 ; 
Mercer  sends  Indians  to  spy  at,  146; 
147 ; provisions  expected  at  Presque 
Isle  from,  March  1759,  151 ; no  troops 
expected  from,  152;  forces  from 
Presque  Isle  and  Machault  to  aid,  if 
necessary,  154;  Indians  to  be  sent  to, 
154;  French  and  Indians  at  Fort 
Machault  summoned  to  aid,  against 
English  siege,  159;  Indians  report 
that  English  army  is  fourteen  miles 
from,  160 ; French  ready  to  leave  Fort 
Machault  on  news  of  capture  of,  160, 
161  ; defeat  of  expedition  to  relieve, 
164-5;  capture  of,  and  its  effect,  165-6; 
French  from  Detroit  raid  near  Eng- 
lish fort  at,  167-8 ; English  rebuild, 
168;  many  English  die  at,  winter  1759, 
168;  English  plan  to  transfer  troops 
from  Fort  Pitt  to,  1759,  169;  Mercer’s 
description  of  route  from  Fort  Pitt  to, 
169-70  ; Lee’s  journal  of  journey  from, 
to  Pittsburgh,  Sept.  19-Oct.  4,  1759, 
171-3;  Bouquet’s  expedition  to  estab- 
lish English  Fort  Presque  Isle  also  to 
relieve  garrison  of,  July  1760,  173-4; 
Gladwin  to  come  with  boats  from,  to 
transport  reinforcements  to,  174 ; 
Bouquet  not  to  detain  forces  intended 
for,  175;  Major  Walters  to  command, 
175;  179;  Gladwin  arrives  at  Presque 
Isle  from,  July  6,  1760,  183;  Weeden 
and  six  Virginians  sent  to,  with  Glad- 
win to  learn  route,  184;  Bouquet  says 
whale  boats  must  be  built  at,  189; 
Bouquet  receives  letter  from,  Aug. 
1760,  191 ; Fort  Presque  Isle  to  get 
supplies  from,  191 ; Bouquet  sends 
shipwright  to  build  decked  vessel  at, 
191;  192;  Presque  Isle  receives  sup- 
plies from,  Aug.  25,  1760,  193;  no 
naval  stores  at,  194;  deserters  sent 
to,  194 ; Christie  asks  if  he  is  to  send 
to,  for  provisions,  April  1761,  207; 
shortage  of  boats  at.  May  1761,  209; 
210;  213;  216;  217;  Tull  unable  to 
get  provisions  for  Presque  Isle  at, 
July  1761,  219;  sloops  built  at,  219; 
Indian  brings  rum  from,  220;  Walters 


to  send  captain  from,  to  relieve  Coch- 
rane at  Presque  Isle,  Sept.  1761,  224; 
Schlosser  arrives  at  Presque  Isle  from, 
Oct.  25,  1761,  227 ; shortage  of  pro- 
visions at,  227-8 ; Schlosser  intends  to 
get  supplies  from,  April  1762,  235; 
two  boats  with  provisions  arrive  at 
Presque  Isle  from,  July  1762,  236; 
Wilkins  to  replace  Walters  at,  237; 
Schooner  Huron  returns  to  Detroit 
from,  June  1763,  250-51 ; Christie  sur- 
renders Fort  Presque  Isle  because  no 
relief  can  come  from,  254;  Amherst 
plans  to  send  troops  to,  July  1763, 
257 ; traders  forbidden  to  go  beyond, 
258 ; commander  of,  to  assist  Bouquet, 
1763,  263 ; Indians  threaten  portage 
from,  to  Lake  Erie,  Sept.  1763,  267-8 ; 
Johnson  to  meet  with  Indian  tribes  at, 
to  negotiate  peace,  1764,  273-4;  John- 
son hopes  to  send  Indians  to  aid  Bou- 
quet from,  274 ; soldiers  fire  upon 
friendly  Indians  at,  274;  Johnson  holds 
councils  with  delegates  from  Indian 
tribes  at,  July-Aug.  1764,  275;  Brad- 
street  stays  at,  until  Aug.  6,  275 ; 
Bradstreet’s  force  leaves,  275-6 ; Dow 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  Aug.  6,  1764, 
about  end  of  Indian  council  at,  and 
departure  from,  276 ; Gage  sends 
duplicate  of  letter  to  Bradstreet  re- 
jecting his  treaty,  by  way  of,  285, 
287 ; Ohio  Indians  do  not  attend 
council  at,  287-8. 

Fort  Ontario,  see  Fort  Oswego. 

Fort  Oswego  [Chouaguen,  Ontario], 
English  fort,  English  brandy  causes 
Indians  to  desert  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition at,  1739,  17;  French  influence 
over  Indians  threatened  by,  28 ; Goffen 
escapes  from  French  near,  and  finds 
shelter  at,  1753,  48;  Duquesne  hopes 
to  persuade  Iroquois  to  destroy,  51 ; 
French  detachments  ordered  to  lighten 
bateaux  at  Fort  Frontenac  for  greater 
speed  in  passing,  1755,  66 ; Indian 
parties  ordered  to  take  north  side  of 
Lake  Ontario  to  remove  temptation 
of  stopping  at,  66 ; Villiers  to  rein- 
force Fort  Niagara  against  possible 
attack  from,  1755,  66-7 ; commander 
of,  warns  Johnson  and  De  Lancey  of 
French  expedition  to  the  Ohio,  May 
15,  1753,  71-3;  French  canoes  pass. 
May  14,  1753,  72;  Frenchman  tells 
of  expedition  at,  72-3;  French  not  to 
molest,  73 ; deserters  from  Niagara 
come  to,  1754,  79;  Bouquet  asks 
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Walters  to  write  to,  for  naval  stores, 
1760,  192;  194;  Cochrane  sent  to  hos- 
pital at.  Sept.  1761,  224;  traders  for- 
bidden to  pass,  1763,  258;  Johnson 
negotiates  peace  with  Indians,  1765, 
275. 

Fort  Pitt,  or  Pittsburgh,  first  English 
fort  built  to  hold  small  garrison,  Dec. 
1758,  125;  Colonel  Hugh  Mercer 
commands,  125 ; threat  of  upper  posts 
to,  125 ; Amherst  doubts  reality  of 
French  threat  to,  125;  French  forts 
reinforced  to  ward  off  attack  from, 
125 ; Custaloga  reports  council  at,  to 
Ligneris  at  Fort  Machault,  125 ; 
French  may  have  planned  to  attack, 
126;  Custaloga  reports  council  at, 
134-8;  La  Valtrie  reports  that  English 
are  building,  near  site  of  Eort  Du- 
quesne,  140;  lack  of  men  and  supplies 
prevents  French  from  attacking,  140; 
English  reinforce,  March  1759,  141 ; 
Mercer  writes  to  Bouquet  from,  Dec. 
23,  1758,  143-5;  Mercer  strengthens, 
144;  Indians  demand  much  provisions 
at,  144-5 ; Mercer  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  Jan.  19,  1759,  about  reports  of 
Indian  spies,  145-6;  Mercer  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Feb.  17,  1759,  about 
report  of  Kikisuskung,  146-8;  French 
reported  ready  to  attack,  when  Ohio 
is  clear  of  ice,  147 ; English  finish  the 
works  of,  147 ; slowness  in  building 
bateaux,  147-8;  reinforcements  and 
supplies  reach,  148  ; Amherst  acknowl- 
edges reports  from,  March  5,  1759, 
149;  Amherst  doubts  possibilty  of 
French  attack  on,  149;  Amherst’s  in- 
structions to  Mercer  for  defence  of, 
and  for  attack  on  French  posts,  149- 
50 ; Croghan  writes  to  Bouquet  from, 
July  11,  1759,  about  news  of  French 
activities,  157 ; Croghan  writes  to 
Stanwix  from,  July  15,  1759,  about 
French  and  Indian  council  at  Fort 
Machault,  and  its  decision  to  postpone 
attack  on,  157-60;  Hurons  arrive  at, 
159;  Mercer  writes  to  Bouquet  from, 
Aug.  1,  1759,  about  French  activity, 
160-61 ; Captain  Gordon  directs  build- 
ing of,  162;  Major  Tulleken  on  the 
road  to,  162 ; Mercer  not  to  move 
from,  if  Indians  refuse  to  join  his  ex- 
pedition against  French,  162;  Indian 
goods  sent  to,  162 ; Mercer  writes  to 
Gov.  Denny  from,  Aug.  6,  1759,  163-4; 
peace  with  Indians  ratified  in  council 
held  at,  163 ; Mercer  obliged  to  re- 
duce garrison  at,  163 ; little  trouble 


from  French  at,  163 ; Gordon  arrives 
at,  but  postpones  selection  of  site  for 
building  the  second  and  larger,  164; 
Indian  intelligence  brought  to,  Aug. 
4,  1759,  164-5;  Indians  coming  to  in- 
quire about  peace  at,  165 ; Mercer 
writes  to  Gov.  Denny  from,  Aug.  12, 
1759,  about  departure  of  French  from 
Venango,  165-6 ; Mercer  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Aug.  16,  1759,  about 
French  departure  from  Venango,  166; 
Vaudreuil's  information  about,  1760, 
168;  English  plan  to  transfer  troops 
to  Eort  Niagara  from,  169;  Mercer 
writes  to  Stanwix  from,  Aug.  20, 

1759,  about  practicability  of  route  to 

Niagara  from,  169-70;  Lee’s  journal 
of  journey  from  Niagara  to,  171-3; 
estimate  of  distance  from  Niagara  to, 
173;  Monckton’s  orders  to  Bouquet, 
July  6,  1760,  for  march  to  Presque 
Isle  from,  173-5;  Bouquet  leaves,  July 
7,  1760,  175 ; estimate  of  distances 
from,  to  Presque  Isle,  179;  Monckton 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  July  9,  1760, 
about  Mercer’s  departure  for  Presque 
Isle,  179;  distance  of  Venango  from, 
180;  Stoddart  has  not  arrived  at 
Venango  from,  July  1760,  180; 

Bouquet  returns  to,  Nov.  1760,  183; 
186 ; rigging  for  pilot  boat  at  Presque 
Isle  might  be  obtained  from,  189  ; 190  ; 
deserters  from,  at  Presque  Isle,  194; 
196 ; Buckner’s  instructions  for  march 
from,  to  relieve  Venango,  Dec.  1, 

1760,  197-8 ; Buckner  to  send  bateaux 
back  to,  198;  Harry  Gordon’s  descrip- 
tion of  present  state  of,  Dec.  24,  1760, 
201-2;  Royal  xA.merican  detachments 
sent  from,  to  replace  garrisons  at 
Venango  and  Le  Boeuf,  Jan.  1761, 
203;  Bouquet’s  orders  to  Mather,  Jan. 
16,  1761,  for  march  to  Venango 
from,  204-5 ; Mather  gives  Love  a 
bateau  to  take  him  to,  207;  213;  In- 
dians plot  to  cut  communications  of, 

1761,  216;  Indian  promises  to  take 

letters  to,  222 ; 223 ; 224 ; Bouquet’s 
proclamation  at,  Oct.  30,  1761,  for- 
bidding settlement  or  hunting  west  of 
Allegheny  Mountains,  229 ; 230 ; 

Schlosser  anxious  for  news  from, 
Jan.  24,  1762,  233 ;_  flood  at,  1762,  235; 
Pitcher  describes  journey  to  Presque 
Isle  from,  July  26,  1762,  236-7;  238; 
240 ; Indians  seek  provisions  at 
Venango  and,  241  ; withstands  Indian 
attack,  1763,  244;  Fort  Le  Boeuf’s 
garrison  escapes  to,  244 ; intelligence 
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Fort  Pitt,  or  Pittsburgh,  continued. 
brought  to,  by  Mr.  Colhoon,  June  1, 
1763,  of  Indian  uprising,  245-7 ; Ecuyer 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  June  26,  1763, 
reporting  Indian  attack  on,  247-8; 
Price  arrives  at,  248;  Price’s  letter 
to  Bouquet  from,  June  26,  1763, 
about  escape  from  Fort  Le  Boeuf, 
249-50 ; Christie  surrenders  Fort 
Presque  Isle  because  no  help  can 
come  from,  254;  warriors  go  toward, 
to  attack  communication,  July  1763, 
255;  Bouquet  raises  siege  of,  Aug. 
1763,  257 ; Amherst  instructs  Bouquet 
to  remain  at,  July  1763,  258;  troops 
to  be  sent  to,  258 ; traders  forbidden  to 
go  beyond,  258-9 ; Bouquet  receives 
news  from,  of  loss  of  upper  forts,  July 
3,  1763,  259 ; not  short  of  provisions, 
259 ; Amherst  warns  Bouquet  not  to 
weaken  garrison  at,  262  ; 263  ; 264  ; 
267 ; Bouquet  proposes  to  destroy 
Indian  towns  between  Scioto  and, 
May  2,  1764,  269;  Gage  proposes  a 
military  settlement  near.  May  14,  1764, 
271  ; Indians  to  join  Bouquet  at,  272; 
Johnson  to  send  Indians  to,  274; 
Bouquet  leaves,  Oct.  1,  1764,  for  ex- 
pedition against  Ohio  Indians,  275 ; 
Bradstreet  sends  letters  from  Presque 
Isle  to,  Aug.  16,  1764,  279;  282;  Col. 
Reid  on  way  to,  284;  Johnson  sends 
Mohawks  to.  Sept.  1764,  288 ; Bou- 
quet’s proclamation  forbids  trade  with 
Indians  at,  until  final  peace  is  signed, 
290-91. 

Fort  Presque  Isle  [Fort  La  Briske  Isle], 
French  under  Marin  build,  1753,  37 ; 
Le  Mercier  chooses  site  and  builds, 
45  ; Coffen’s  description  of,  45  ; French 
cut  road  to  Le  Boeuf  from,  46 ; Re- 
pentigny  commands,  46 ; new  orders 
from  Duquesne  reach,  47 ; garrison 
left  at,  winter  1753,  48;  Marin  reports 
completion  of,  Aug.  3,  1753,  51  ; Du- 
quesne praises  harbor  at,  53 ; Pean 
leaves  Niagara  for.  Sept.  6,  1753,  55; 
garrison  at,  winter  1754-1755,  65; 
salary  of  Douville,  commander  at, 
1755,  69;  not  in  danger  from  English 
for  several  years,  72;  French  desert- 
ers describe,  79-80 ; no  guns  at,  80 ; 
Le  Mercier  to  join  Pean  at,  1754,  81 ; 
De  Lancey’s  proposed  plan  of  attack 
on,  rejected  by  Shirley,  1755,  86-7 ; 
Indian  settlement  at,  88;  importance 
of,  as  depot  for  other  forts, 
90-91;  fertile  soil  at,  92;  Benoist, 


its  commander,  writes  of  evils 
of  liquor  traffic  at,  92 ; Missis- 
sauga Indians  settled  at,  go  on  raid 
against  English,  1756,  94;  smallpox 
at,  98 ; English  forts  dangerously  near 
to,  1757,  104;  Delawares  of  Tioga  to 
send  families  to  plant  corn  near,  105 ; 
Delawares  say  that  it  is  impossible  for 
English  to  attack,  107 ; reinforcements 
at,  July  1758,  115;  Vaudreuil  sends 
supplies  to,  115;  size  of  garrison  at, 
1757,  116;  importance  for  transport 
of  provisions,  116;  distance  from 
Niagara,  117;  Hocktattler’s  report  of 
distance  from  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  120; 
French  and  Indians  from  posts  in  the 
west  to  assemble  at,  1759,  129;  In- 
dians urge  Ligneris  to  retreat  from 
Fort  Machault  to,  140 ; French  forces 
to  assemble  at,  142 ; planned  as 
Ligneris’  last  place  of  refuge  in  case 
of  English  attack,  143 ; Fort  Machault 
expects  reinforcement  from,  Dec.  1758, 
144;  English  send  Indian  spy  to,  Jan. 
1759,  146;  Kikisuskung  sent  to,  147; 
Tom  Bull  visits,  March  1759,  150;  size 
of  garrison,  150;  Indian  reinforce- 
ments expected  at,  150-51 ; Bull’s  de- 
scription of,  151-2;  state  of  provisions 
at,  151;  road  from  Le  Boeuf  to,  153; 
condition  of,  153;  Ottawas  at,  153; 
Vaudreuil  orders  provisions  sent  to, 
1759,  154;  designated  as  rendezvous 
for  French  forces  in  west,  154;  com- 
mander of  Fort  Niagara  is  authorized 
to  draw  troops  from,  154;  Indian 
spies  from,  report  to  Croghan,  July 
1759,  157 ; reinforcements  at,  for  at- 
tack on  Fort  Pitt,  157;  cannon  at, 
157 ; 163  ; commander  of  Fort  Niagara 
warns  commander  of,  that  Niagara 
must  soon  surrender,  Aug.  1759, 
164-5;  French  abandon  and  burn,  166; 
Mississaugas  of,  follow  French  to  De- 
troit, 167;  English  fort  built,  1760, 
169;  Lee  visits  site  of.  Sept.  25,  1759, 
171-2;  estimate  of  distances,  173; 
Monckton  orders  Bouquet  to  command 
expedition  from  Fort  Pitt  to  rebuild, 
July  6,  1760,  173-4;  Gladwin  to  come 
from  Niagara  to  meet  Bouquet  at, 
174;  Gladwin  to  begin  entrenchment 
at,  174;  specifications  for,  174; 
journal  of  Bouquet’s  march  to,  175-9; 
estimate  of  distances,  179;  Monckton 
orders  Mercer  to  join  Bouquet  at, 
July  9,  1760,  179;  Bouquet  writes  to 
Gladwin  at,  181 ; Gladwin  arrives  at. 
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July  6,  183;  Bouquet  arrives  at,  July 
17,  183 ; Gladwin  begins  fortifications, 
183;  buildings  at,  183;  Fort  Le  Boeuf 
rebuilt  by  men  from.  Sept.  1760,  183; 
Bouquet  arrives  at,  a day  later  than 
expected,  183-4;  Bouquet  reports  that 
Gladwin  has  made  entrenchment  and 
garden,  184;  Gladwin  leaves  pro- 
visions at,  on  return  to  Niagara,  184; 
Bouquet  sends  sketch  of,  185 ; no  grass 
near,  185 ; Mercer  arrives  at,  July  18, 
186;  troops  embark  from,  for  Niagara, 
July  18,  186 ; reconnoitering,  building 
of  posts,  and  skirmish  with  Indians 
on  peninsula  opposite,  187-9 ; no 
timber  fit  for  whale  boats  at,  189; 
supplies  needed  at,  189 ; granary  built, 
189 ; Stewart  brings  stores  and  bag- 
gage for  officers  at,  190 ; shortage  of 
supplies  at,  Aug.  11,  1760,  191; 

Walters  at  Fort  Niagara  to  supply, 
191 ; Bouquet  reports  that  half  the 
timber  is  hauled  in,  192;  cannot  be 
finished  before  Oct.,  without  more 
men,  192 ; seeds  needed  for  garden  at, 
192;  horses  arrive  from  Venango,  193; 
flour  and  pork  brought  from  Niagara 
to,  193 ; flat  boat  at,  may  be  rigged  for 
lake  service,  194;  rain  delays  work  at, 
194;  first  story  of  block  house  raised. 
Sept.  1760,  194;  Stewart  to  send 
escort  for  ship  carpenters  going  to, 
Oct.  1760,  195;  Stewart  at  Venango 
to  send  Gist  and  the  horses  back  to, 
with  more  flour,  Nov.  1760,  196; 
Buckner  ordered  to  send  bullocks  to, 
from  Venango,  Dec.  1,  1760,  198;  Gor- 
don’s description  of  English  works  at, 
Dec.  24,  1760,  202 ; Cochrane  re- 
places Christie  in  command  of.  May 
1761,  203;  Guy  transferred  from 
Le  Boeuf  to  relieve  Cochrane  at. 
Sept.  1761,  203 ; Schlosser  assumes 
command  at,  Oct.  1761,  203;  Mather 
at  Venango  responsible  for  returns 
from,  Jan.  1761,  205;  206;  Christie 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  April  8,  1761, 
reporting  on  supplies  at,  207-8 ; work 
on  fort  and  garden  at,  208;  Cochrane 
writes  to  Bouquet  from.  May  14,  1761, 
209-10;  ship  carpenters  arrive  at,  209; 
number  of  boats  at,  209 ; Baird  goes  to 
Detroit  from,  209;  garden  at,  210; 
small  house  built  in  angle  of,  210 ; 
Cochrane  writes  to  Bouquet  from, 
June  1,  176^,  210-13;  Dow  arrives 
with  reinforcements  at,  210;  Grey 
drowned  at,  211 ; boats  at,  211 ; Coch- 
rane sends  men  from,  to  reinforce 


Le  Boeuf  after  trouble  with  Indians, 
212,  215;  Campbell  sends  report  of 
Indian  conspiracy  to,  June  1761,  216; 
Cochrane  writes  to  Bouquet  from, 
June  24,  1761,  about  Indian  affair, 
217 ; Guy  held  up  by  Indians  on  road 
from  Le  Boeuf  to,  217,  218;  Cochrane 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  July  9,  1761, 
218-20;  Tull  returns  from  Niagara  to, 
without  provisions,  219 ; Cochrane  re- 
pairs breastwork  and  deepens  ditch 
at,  220 ; Cochrane  ill  at,  to  be  relieved. 
Sept.  1761,  224;  225;  Guy  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Oct.  1,  1761,  about  re- 
placing Cochrane,  226-7 ; Sir  William 
Johnson  visits,  227 ; Schlosser  writes 
to  Bouquet  from,  Oct.  24,  1761,  227-8; 
Schlosser  arrives  at,  Oct.  21,  227 ; 
shortage  of  supplies  at,  227-8;  supplies 
sent  to  Sandusky  from,  228 ; need  of 
repairs  at,  228;  Schlosser  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Dec.  24,  1761,  231 ; 
flour  brought  to,  231 ; Schlosser  asks 
for  garden  seeds  and  for  nails  to  build 
kitchen,  231 ; Amherst  and  Bouquet 
decide  to  reduce  garrison  at,  Feb. 

1762,  232;  Dow  replaces  Schlosser  at. 
May  1762,  232 ; Christie  succeeds  Dow 
at,  June  1762,  232 ; Schlosser  writes 
to  Bouquet  from,  Jan.  24,  1762,  232-3; 
shortage  of  provisions  at,  233 ; thaw 
weather  makes  entrenchment  collapse, 
233 ; Schlosser  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  Feb.  24,  1762,  234-6;  Schlosser 
repairs,  234-5 ; arranges  for  building 
boats  at,  235 ; shortage  of  provisions 
at,  235-6 ; Pitcher  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  July  26,  1762,  describing  his 
journey  from  Fort  Pitt,  236-7 ; Pitch- 
er's description  of,  237 ; 238 ; Gordon 
sends  cows  from  Venango  to,  239 ; at- 
tacked by  Indians,  June  20,  1763,  244; 
capitulates,  June  22,  244;  siege  of. 
Gray  describes,  248 ; Cuyler  describes, 
250-51;  Christie  describes,  251-2; 
Smyth  describes,  253-4 ; fall  of,  dis- 
rupts plans  of  Amherst  and  Bouquet, 
257 ; Amherst  plans  to  send  troops 
to,  July  2,  1763,  257-8;  Bouquet  re- 
ceives news  of  capture  of,  July  3, 

1763,  259;  Bouquet  condemns  sur- 
render of,  260-61 ; Amherst  makes 
plans  for  an  expedition  to,  July  16, 
1763,  262-3;  Indian  sent  to,  returns 
from  about  half  way  with  report  that 
Indians  are  occupying.  Sept.  1763,  267 ; 
Bouquet  asks  that  Bradstreet  send 
troops  from,  269 ; Bradstreet  not  to 
stay  at,  1764,  272;  Johnson  plans  to 
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Fort  Presque  Isle,  continued. 
send  Indians  to  Fort  Pitt  by  way  of, 
274;  Bradstreet  announces  conclusion 
of  treaty  at,  275 ; Bradstreet’s  expedi- 
tion at,  Aug.  14-16,  1764,  278-9;  Brad- 
street  writes  to  John  Penn  from,  Aug. 
14,  1764,  announcing  treaty  with  In- 
dians, 279-80 ; 283. 

Fort  St.  Frederic,  French  fort  at  Crown 
Point,  reinforce  artillery  at,  1755,  67 ; 
Loudoun  plans  to  besiege,  1756,  97. 

Fort  Schlosser  [Landing  Place],  on  the 
Niagara  River  above  the  Falls,  stock- 
aded post,  1760,  184;  191  ; 194;  French 
boats  found  near,  1761,  209;  Brad- 
street  embarks  at,  Aug.  1764,  275; 
expedition  marches  from  Fort  Niagara 
to,  Aug.  6,  276. 

Fort  Venango,  Major  Robert  Stewart 
begins  to  build,  Aug.  9,  1760,  nearer 
mouth  of  French  Creek  than  site  of 
Fort  Machault,  183 ; Stewart  writes 
to  Bouquet  from,  Aug.  10,  1760,  an- 
nouncing his  arrival,  190;  191;  pro- 
visions expected  at  Presque  Isle  from, 
192 ; convoy  arrives  at  Presque  Isle 
from,  193;  194;  Stewart  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Oct.  23,  1760,  about 
sending  supplies  to  Presque  Isle, 
195-6  ; need  of  furnishing  escorts  slows 
down  work  on,  196 ; Stewart  writes 
to  Bouquet,  Nov.  10,  1760,  about  send- 
ing supplies  to  Presque  Isle,  and  com- 
plaining of  lack  of  nails  for  putting 
on  shingles,  196-7 ; Buckner  instructed 
to  march  to,  and  command  at,  Dec.  1, 
1760,  197-8;  arrangements  for  supply 
service  at,  197-8;  Stewart  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  Dec.  20,  1760,  about 
difficulty  in  transporting  supplies,  198- 
201 ; Hutchins  sent  from,  to  Indians 
to  arrange  for  supplies,  199 ; no  hinges 
for  gate  at,  199;  nails  needed  to  put 
up  doors,  199 ; no  windows  in  bar- 
racks of,  199-200;  Gordon’s  descrip- 
tion of,  Dec.  24,  1760,  202;  Mather 
replaced  by  Baillie  as  commander  of, 
March  1761,  203;  Carre  becomes 
commander.  May  1761,  203;  Mather 
ordered  to  march  to,  and  replace 
Buckner  as  commander,  Jan.  16,  1761, 
204;  provisions  to  be  sent  to  Le  Boeuf 
from,  204-5  ; Mather  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  Feb.  13,  1761,  206-7 ; Virginians 
from  Le  Boeuf  arrive  at,  206 ; Indians 
bring  venison  to,  206  ; Virginians  leave 
by  bateau  for  Fort  Pitt,  207 ; Presque 
Isle  receives  flour  from,  208;  sergeant 


and  six  men  leave  Le  Boeuf  for,  209; 
canoe  arrives  at  Le  Boeuf  from.  May 
1761,  with  ten  barrels  of  beef,  215; 
Baird  leaves  Presque  Isle  for,  June 
1761,  217;  218;  Carre  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  July  12,  1761,  221 ; 
Custaloga  visits,  and  assures  Carre  of 
good  intentions  of  Indians,  221 ; men 
desert  from,  221  ; Carre  writes  to 
Bouquet  from,  July  24,  1761,  about 
Custaloga’s  misbehavior,  222 ; Hutch- 
ins writes  to  Bouquet  from,  July  25, 

1761,  about  Custaloga’s  apology,  223- 
4 ; 225 ; 226 ; Carre  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  Nov.  5,  1761,  denying  mistreat- 
ment of  Indians  at,  229-30 ; Carre 
writes  to  Bouquet  from,  Nov.  26,  1761, 
reporting  purchase  of  venison  from 
Indians,  230 ; gate  and  doors  still  lack 
hinges,  1762,  232 ; Francis  Gordon  re- 
places Carre  as  commander  of.  May 

1762,  232;  Amherst  and  Bouquet  de- 
cide to  reduce  garrison  at,  1762,  232 ; 
Francis  Gordon  writes  to  Bouquet 
from,  Aug.  1,  1762,  about  Pitcher’s 
visit,  theft  of  canoe,  and  need  of 
hinges,  238-9 ; Francis  Gordon  writes 
to  Bouquet  from,  Aug.  18,  1762,  239- 
41 ; repairs  needed  at,  239-40 ; garri- 
son of,  weak  and  discontented,  240; 
Indians  threaten  mischief  at,  240 ; 
Gordon  asks  to  be  transferred  to 
Le  Boeuf  from,  240 ; crops  at,  240-41 ; 
Gordon  asks  instructions  regarding 
treatment  of  Indians,  241 ; Francis 
Gordon  writes  to  Bouquet  from.  Sept. 
19,  1762,  241-2;  Indians  make  threats 
to  get  food  at,  241 ; Gordon  confiscates 
rum  brought  to,  by  trader,  242 ; Price 
arrives  at,  Oct.  18,  on  way  to  Le 
Boeuf,  242;  Indians  destroy,  1763,  244; 
Colhoon  reports  Indian  tracks  on  road 
to,  247 ; Gray  reports  destruction  of, 
248 ; Christie  sends  news  of  Indian  at- 
tack on  Cuyler  to,  249 ; Price  reports 
seeing  blockhouse  of,  burned  to 
ground,  250 ; Indian  account  of  taking 
of,  given  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  255 ; 
256 ; Bouquet  receives  news  of  fall  of, 
July  3,  1763,  259;  Bouquet  criticizes 
Price  for  fleeing  to,  instead  of  Presque 
Isle,  260. 

Fort  William  Henry,  Indians  break  cap- 
itulation at,  254. 

Fox  [Renard,  Outagami]  Indians,  7,  8, 

11. 

France,  31-2,  72-3,  78,  126. 

Franqois,  Riviere  des,  Bienville  to  set 
out  from,  Oct.  1739,  22. 
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Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  2. 

Fraser,  John,  active  in  Indian  trade  by 
1750,  2 ; writes  to  inform  traders  at 
Pine  Creek  of  approach  of  French 
expedition,  May  1753,  72;  reports  that 
Frenchmen  came  to  spy  at  Venango, 
76. 

Frederic,  Fort,  see  Fort  Frederic. 

French,  30,  32,  48,  69,  72-3,  80,  88-9, 
107-8,  117,  119,  124,  125,  134,  148, 
163-4,  247,  281. 

French  Creek  [Riviere  aux  Boeufs, 
Beef  River,  Venango  Creek,  Riviere 
d’Atigue],  settlement  of  friendly 
tribes  in  vicinity  of,  1 ; English  trad- 
ing house  at  mouth  of,  mentioned  by 
Celoron,  1749,  2;  two  villages  on, 
shown  on  de  Lery’s  map,  2;  Joncaire 
reports  Shawnees  settle  below,  on 
Ohio  River,  1732,  5-6;  Indians  to  es- 
tablish village  on,  near  Ohio  River,  9 ; 
Washington  sent  by  Gov.  of  Virginia 
to,  1753,  31 ; wagon  road  cut  from 
Fort  Presque  Isle  to,  1753,  46;  low- 
ness of  water  in,  prevents  French 
boats  from  going  to  Venango,  46 ; 
Duquesne  is  informed  by  Joncaire  of 
English  blacksmiths  at,  50 ; fort  on, 
almost  completed,  Aug.  1753,  51 ; 
portage  of,  Duquesne’s  anxiety  over 
difficulty  encountered  on,  52 ; pitiable 
condition  of  troops  returned  to  Can- 
ada from,  60-61 ; navigation  of,  un- 
certain ; Marin  excused  for  not  mak- 
ing soundings  of,  1754,  63;  Beaujeu 
to  build  stockaded  fort  at  mouth  of, 
1755,  65;  report  of  garrison  at  mouth 
of,  winter  of  1754-55,  65;  proximity 
of  English  forts  to,  104;  scene  of 
skirmish  between  Loups  and  Kaduitas, 
1758,  113;  Loup  casualties  in  skirmish 
on,  113-14;  La  Chauvignerie’s  de- 
scription of,  116;  Fort  Venango  at 
junction  of,  and  Ohio,  120;  Cherokees 
skirmish  with  French  Indians  near 
head  of,  123;  132;  134;  Ligneris  or- 
dered to  fall  back  to,  143 ; Fort 
Machault  on  Allegheny  below  junc- 
tion with,  146;  clear  of  ice  to  Le 
Boeuf,  March  1759,  152;  navigability 
of,  153;  cannon  sent  up,  160;  170; 
177 ; Bouquet  recrosses,  near  Venango  ; 
Bouquet  describes,  near  Le  Boeuf, 
1760,  178;  Stewart  begins  erection  of 
Fort  Venango  nearer  mouth  of,  than 
site  of  Fort  Machault,  183  ; Gates  may 
send  canoes  and  riggings  to  Venango 
via.  Sept.  1760,  194;  Stewart  writes 
for  general’s  permission  to  use  first 


batteau  coming  up,  186-7 ; Buckner 
to  send  supplies  from  Venango  via, 
1760,  198;  provisions  delivered  to 
wilderness  posts  by,  203 ; Six  Nations 
plan  to  assemble  at,  1761,  216. 

French  Forts,  see  Fort  Beausejour,  Fort 
Chambly,  Fort  Chartres,  Fort  Detroit, 
Fort  Duquesne,  Fort  Frontenac,  Fort 
Le  Boeuf,  Fort  Machault,  Fort 
Alichilimackinac,  Fort  Niagara,  Fort 
Presque  Isle,  Fort  St.  Frederic,  Illi- 
nois. 

French  and  Spanish  War,  see  King 
George’s  W'ar. 

Frontenac,  Fort,  see  Fort  Frontenac. 

Gachinantiagon,  see  Buckaloons. 

Gage,  Gen.  Thomas,  orders  Bouquet  to 
attack  Indians  in  Scioto  country,  1764, 
257 ; letter  from  Bouquet,  May  2, 
1764,  outlining  proposed  peace  terms 
with  Indians,  and  plan  of  campaign, 
268-70 ; letter  to  Bouquet,  May  14, 
1764,  concerning  peace  plans,  estab- 
lishment of  military  settlements  near 
Fort  Pitt,  and  matters  concerning 
Colonial  boundaries,  271-2;  Bouquet, 
with  approval  of,  disallows  Brad- 
street’s  peace  treaty  and  invades  the 
Ohio,  1764,  275;  Bradstreet,  under  au- 
thority of,  signs  treaty  with  Indians, 
1764,  279-83;  Bouquet  condemns  Brad- 
street’s  treaty  in  letter  to,  Aug.  1764, 
284;  letter  to  Bouquet,  Sept.  2,  1764, 
condemning  Bradstreet’s  treaty,  285-6  ; 
Bouquet  forwards  to  Bradstreet  let- 
ters of,  disallowing  peace  treaty,  1764, 

286- 7;  letter  to  Bouquet,  Sept.  15, 
1764,  about  dealings  with  Indians, 

287- 8. 

Galbraith,  James,  brings  governor  of  Pa. 
information  about  French  activities, 
1753,  74. 

Galissoniere,  Marquis  de  la,  memoir  on 
importance  of  Ohio  Valley,  Dec.  1750, 
2,  27-9 ; sends  Celoron’s  expedition, 
1749,  24-5;  La  Jonquiere  transmits 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  Marine 
to,  27. 

Ganagarahhare,  see  Venango. 

Ganastogue  Indians,  conference  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Dec.  1758,  135. 

Ganne,  de.  Cadet  a I’Aiguillette,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Garth,  Mr.,  engineer,  sends  returns  from 
Fort  Pitt,  Feb.  1759,  146. 
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Gaspe  [Gaspey,  Gaspie],  Coffen  held  by 
French  at,  44;  Indians  from  Bay  of, 
invited  by  Six  Nations  to  make  war 
on  English,  216. 

Gaspe,  Aubert  de.  Ensign  en  second,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14; 

eager  for  service,  17. 

Gates,  Major  Horatio,  sends  news  about 
Quebec  to  Bouquet,  1760,  179;  letter 
from  Bouquet,  July  20,  1760,  men- 
tioned, 187 ; letter  from  Bouquet  at 
Presque  Isle,  Sept.  2,  1760,  193-4; 
220. 

Geneseo  [Chenussios],  Indians  from, 
capture  Fort  Venango,  1763,  255. 

German  Flatts,  Six  Nations  invited  to 
meet  Johnson  at,  1763,  255;  Johnson 
reaches,  on  way  to  Niagara,  June 
1764,_  273. 

Gist,  Lieut.,  Stewart  expects,  at  Venango 
from  Presque  Isle,  Nov.  1760,  196. 

Gladwin  [Gladwyn],  Major  Henry, 
commanding  detachment  of  whale 
boats  for  transporting  relief  to  Nia- 
gara from  Presque  Isle,  to  build  en- 
trenchment at  Presque  Isle  while 
awaiting  Bouquet,  July  1760,  174; 
Bouquet  to  decide  with,  number  of 
troops  necessary  to  garrison  Presque 
Isle,  175;  letter  for,  received  by 
Bouquet  from  Hutchins,  1760,  180; 
men  of  detachment  of,  not  to  be  kept 
at  Presque  Isle  after  Mercer’s  arrival, 
180;  Bouquet’s  express  to  Presque 
Isle  desires,  to  have  his  whale  boats 
ready,  181 ; arrives  at  Presque  Isle 
from  Niagara,  July  6,  1760;  fortifies 
Presque  Isle ; after  departure  of. 
Bouquet  begins  work  on  Fort  Presque 
Isle,  183;  departure  from  Presque 
Isle  of,  July  18,  1760,  184;  desires 
Bouquet  to  apologize  to  Monckton  for 
failure  to  answer  letters,  184 ; im- 
possibility of  whale  boat  overtaking, 
185  ; tools  of,  ordered  back  to  Presque 
Isle,  186 ; Bouquet  receives  draft  of 
the  coast  from ; failure  of  crop  in 
garden  made  by,  192;  Wilkins  to 
command  Niagara  in  place  of,  1762, 
237 ; Monsieur  Baby  warns,  not  to 
admit  Indians  into  the  fort  at  De- 
troit, May  1763,  249;  Court  of  In- 
quiry into  taking  of  Presque  Isle  or- 
dered by,  1763,  250-51 ; in  command 
of  troops  for  retaking  of  upper  posts, 
1763,  258;  to  send  supplies  to  Presque 
Isle  from  Niagara,  1763,  263. 

Gordon,  Lieut.  Francis,  one  of  last  com- 
manders of  English  forts  in  N.  W. 


Pa.,  232;  letter  to  Bouquet,  Aug.  1, 
1762,  about  Pitcher’s  encounter  with 
Indians,  canoe  stolen  by  grenadiers, 
lack  of  hinges  for  gate  at  Venango, 

238- 9 ; letter  to  Bouquet,  Aug.  18, 

1762,  about  conditions  at  Venango, 

239- 41  ; letter  to  Bouquet  from  Ve- 
nango, Sept.  19,  1762,  241-2. 

Gordon,  Capt.  Harry,  chief  engineer, 
directs  building  of  Fort  Pitt,  162; 
arrives  at  Fort  Pitt  with  artificers, 
1759,  164;  Bouquet  refers  journal  of 
Capt.  Basset  to,  181;  183;  present 
state  of  Fort  Pitt  and  posts  depend- 
ing, Dec.  24,  1760,  201-2 ; Schlosser 
requests  funds  from,  for  repairs  at 
Fort  Presque  Isle,  1761,  ^8;  re- 
minded to  send  nails  to  Presque  Isle, 
Dec.  1761,  231;  240;  242. 

Gordon,  Lt.  Gov.  Patrick,  of  Penna.,  32. 

Gorrell,  Ensign,  to  bring  provisions 
from  Niagara  to  Detroit,  June  1761, 
216. 

Goyagouin  Indians,  see  Cayuga  Indians, 
Iroquois  Indians. 

Graham,  Capt.  Lieut.,  killed  at  Bushy 
Run,  Aug.  5,  1764,  264. 

Grant,  Capt.  William,  Bouquet  receives 
letter  from,  covering  deposition  of 
Hicks,  1764,  270. 

Gray,  Benjamin,  declaration  of,  June  26, 

1763,  about  Indian  capture  of  Presque 
Isle,  248.  _ 

Great  Britain,  see  England. 

Great  Miami  River,  English  trading 
posts  on,  2 ; Celoron’s  expedition 
turned  north  at,  2 ; English  trading 
posts  along,  29. 

Grenadiers,  canoe  stolen  at  Venango  by, 
1762,  238;  of  42nd  regiment,  265. 

Grey,  Duncan,  drummer,  drowned  at 
Presque  Isle,  May  25,  1761,  211,  213. 

Gueyahoeja,  see  Cayahoga. 

Guy,  Lieut.  Thomas,  commander  at  Fort 
La  Boeuf,  1761,  tactful  in  dealing 
with  Indians,  transferred  to  Presque 
Isle  from  Le  Boeuf,  Sept.  1761,  203; 
ordered  to  relieve  Virginians  at  Le 
Boeuf,  and  escort  provisions  of  Le 
Boeuf  from  Venango,  Jan.  1761,  204; 
letter  to  Bouquet,  Apr.  26,  1761,  re- 
porting on  supplies  at  Le  Boeuf,  208-9 ; 
reports  to  Cochrane  about  trouble 
with  Indians  over  theft  of  horses, 
1761,  212-13;  letter  to  Bouquet,  June 
1,  1761,  about  trouble  with  Indians, 
214-15;  Indians  steal  two  horses  from, 
near  Presque  Isle,  June  1761,  217 ; 
letter  to  Bouquet,  from  Le  Boeuf, 
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June  5,  1761,  218;  letter  to  Bouquet 
from  Presque  Isle,  Oct.  1,  1761,  re- 
porting that  he  has  relieved  Cochrane, 
and  arrival  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
226-7 ; relieved  at  Presque  Isle  by 
Schlosser ; returns  to  Le  Boeuf,  1761 ; 
227 ; expected  to  replace  flour,  228 ; 
Price  relieves,  at  Le  Boeuf,  Oct.  1762, 
232 ; negligence  in  accounts  of,  1762, 
239 ; transfers  supplies  to  Price  at 
Le  Boeuf,  1762,  243. 

Halkett,  Francis,  Brigade  Major,  letter 
to  Bouquet,  Aug.  26,  1758,  reporting 
Indian  raids  on  frontier,  123-4. 

Hamback  [Hambacht],  Lieutenant,  de- 
parts from  Venango,  Nov.  8,  1760, 
196 ; sent  to  Sandusky  to  move  trad- 
ers and  goods  to  Detroit,  1761,  216. 

Hamilton,  Gov.  James,  of  Pennsylvania, 
letter  from  Celoron,  Aug.  6,  1749, 
25-6 ; informed  concerning  Indian  af- 
fairs, on  arrival  in  Pa.,  Nov.  1748, 
30 ; negotiates  with  Assembly  over 
defense  measures,  1752-1754,  31-5; 
learns  of  French  expedition  to  Ohio, 
1753,  71,  74. 

Harris’s  Ferry  [Pextang,  Harrisses], 
now  Harrisburg,  John  Harris  keeps 
ferry  at,  1753,  74;  Bouquet  plans  ex- 
ploration of  short  route  from  the  up- 
per Allegheny  to,  1761,  224-5. 

Hay,  Lieut.,  member  of  Court  of  In- 
quiry into  taking  of  Presque  Isle, 
1763,  250-1. 

Henry,  Fort,  see  Fort  Henry. 

Henry,  George,  Indian  trader  seized  by 
French  Indians,  32. 

Hertel,  M.,  remains  at  Scioto,  1760,  167. 

Hertel  de  Beaubassin,  Cadet,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  15. 

Hertel  de  la  Freniere,  Joseph,  Cadet 
a I’Aiguillette,  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  14. 

Hertel  de  Rouville,  Joseph  (called 
Chambly),  Cadet,  on  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition, 1739,  15. 

Hertel  de  Rouville,  Louis,  Cadet  a 
I’Aiguillette,  invalided  from  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Hertel  de  Rouville,  Michel,  Cadet,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  15. 

Hickman  [Indian],  quarrels  with  Buck- 
ner, Feb.  1761,  206. 

Hicks,  Gershom,  claims  to  have  escaped 
from  Indians,  confined  as  a spy,  1764, 
270;  to  be  tried  by  General  Court- 
martial  as  a spy,  1764,  272. 


Highlanders,  guard  Pa.  frontier,  1758, 
123;  detachment  to  march  against 
Venango,  1759,  162. 

Hocktattler,  John,  examination  of,  re- 
lating adventures  as  captive  of  In- 
dians, 1755-1758,  119-21. 

Hocquart,  Gilles,  intendant,  letter  to 
minister.  Sept.  30,  1739,  about  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  16-18 ; 24. 

Holderness,  Robert  Darcy,  Lord,  or- 
ders governor  of  Pa.  to  use  armed 
force  to  repel  invasion,  Aug.  1753,  32; 
his  letter  the  rule  to  guide  Pa.  gov- 
ernment against  French,  35. 

Holmes,  Ensign  Robert,  reported  killed, 
July  10,  1763,  252. 

Hopkins,  Capt.  Joseph,  member  of 
Court  of  Inquiry  into  taking  of 
Presque  Isle,  1763,  250-1. 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  master  shipwright, 
reports  on  pitch  sent  to  Fort  Pitt, 
Feb.  1759,  148;  sent  to  Niagara  to 
build  vessel,  1760,  191 ; needs  supplies 
from  Oswego,  192 ; returns  to  Presque 
Isle  and  reports  to  Bouquet,  Aug. 
1760,  194;  takes  flour  from  Venango 
to  Presque  Isle,  April  1761,  208; 
caulks  two  boats,  1761,  212. 

Houssegar,  Mr.,  discovers  batteaux 
burnt  by  French  on  Le  Boeuf  Creek, 
1760;  ready  to  build  house  at  Le 
Boeuf,  195. 

Huron  [Telmateneus,  Urin,  Owendat, 
Wyandot]  Indians,  agree  regarding 
proposed  Shawnee  settlement  on 
Allegheny  River,  5-6 ; Ottawas  in- 
vited by  Senecas  to  attack,  1732,  7 ; 
may  move  to  Detroit,  1739,  19 ; enter 
a general  alliance  with  other  tribes, 
1748,  30 ; ally  with  English,  30 ; set 
out  from  Canada,  May  l755,  66;  killed 
by  English  near  Cumberland,  1756, 
93 ; told  by  Cayuga  chiefs  to  postpone 
hostilities,  132;  speeches  at  Pittsburgh 
council  to  be  repeated  to,  137-8 ; agree 
to  join  French  at  Presque  Isle,  1759, 
150;  at  Fort  Pitt,  1759,  159,  163; 
skirmish  with  English  by  party  of, 
at  inlet  of  Niagara  River ; deliver 
prisoners  to  Bellestre,  1760,  168;  at- 
tack Fort  Presque  Isle,  1763,  248; 
Mohawk  express  tells  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  six  forts  by,  252 ; compelled 
by  Ottawas  to  take  up  arms,  252;  join 
in  destroying  six  forts,  1763,  256; 
give  news  of  capture  of  Presque  Isle, 
267 ; Bouquet’s  peace  terms  for,  1764, 
268-9 ; Sandusky  send  deputies  to 
Bradstreet,  Aug.  12,  1764,  278;  min- 
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Huron,  continued. 

utes  of  peace  treaty  between  Brad- 
street  and,  Aug.  12,  1764,  280-3; 
Bouquet  proclaims  end  of  war  with, 
290-1. 

“Huron,”  Schooner,  Cuyler  witnesses 
siege  of  Presque  Isle  from,  1763, 
250-51. 

Hutchins,  Lieut.  Thomas,  Captain  Pat- 
terson and,  sent  to  explore  Venango 
trail ; plans  of  Fort  Machault  made 
by,  169 ; Monckton’s  letter  to  Bouquet 
delivered  by,  July  13,  1760;  errors  in 
report  of  distance  between  Venango 
and  Pittsburgh  in  following  Evans’ 
computation,  180;  182;  value  to  Bou- 
quet as  guide,  184;  Bouquet  recom- 
mends to  Monckton  for  valuable  serv- 
ices, 185;  sent  by  Stewart  to  Indian 
towns  on  French  Creek,  Dec.  1760, 
199;  accompanies  Custaloga  to  Ve- 
nango, July  1761,  221  ; sent  to  Cus- 
taloga’s  town  to  look  into  theft  of 
rum,  July  1761,  222;  letter  to  Bouquet, 
July  25,  1761,  reporting  Custaloga’s 
speech  of  apology  for  theft  of  rum, 
223-4;  offers  to  survey  proposed  route 
from  settlements  to  Ohio,  1761,  225; 
230. 

Hutchinson,  Lieut.,  to  be  promoted, 
1764,  272. 

Illinois,  posts  in,  open  to  attack  from 
Ohio  River,  28 ; Dumas  receives  pro- 
visions from ; splendid  route  to  Fort 
Duquesne  from,  1756,  96;  militia  and 
savages  from,  at  disposal  of  M.  de 
Ligneris,  1757,  102;  provisions  sent 
from,  to  Fort  Duquesne  and  posts  on 
Ohio,  1757 ; men  from  Ohio  posts  to 
be  sent  to,  103-4 ; Frenchmen  of  the, 
detachment  return  with  scalps  taken 
in  Pa.,  109 ; convoy  from,  arrives  at 
Belle  Riviere,  1758,  114-15;  cannon, 
munitions,  and  prisoners  sent  to,  upon 
evacuation  of  Fort  Duquesne,  128;  to 
send  troops  to  Ligneris  from,  1759, 
129;  provisions  from,  ordered  to 
Presque  Isle,  1759,  154;  Indians  from, 
invited  by  Six  Nations  to  war  on 
English,  1761,  216. 

Illinois  Indians,  promised  French  pro- 
tection by  Beauharnois,  8;  Villiers 
strengthens  peace  between  Shawnee 
Indians  and,  1756,  96. 


Indian  Chiefs : 

Aleywauneta,  chief  of  Five  Nations, 
to  ratify  treaty  with  Bradstreet, 
1764,  281. 

Anarunqua,  chief  of  Five  Nations,  to 
ratify  treaty  with  Bradstreet,  1764, 
281. 

Beaver,  King,  Delaware  chief,  at 
council  with  English  at  Fort  Pitt, 
Dec.  1758,  134;  to  come  to  Presque 
Isle  for  council  with  French,  1759; 
151;  to  go  to  Scioto  and  then  re- 
turn to  Kuskuski,  1759,  153;  at 
council  at  little  lake,  1761,  216; 
.'ipeech  to  Colhoon  at  Tuskarawas, 
May  27,  1763,  announcing  Indian 
war,  245-6 ; at  councils  in  Muskin- 
gum Valley,  1764,  275. 

Custaloga  [Casteogain,  Cartologue], 
Delaware  chief,  diplomacy  of,  125; 
his  report  mentioned,  132;  report 
to  Ligneris,  Jan.  4,  1759,  about 
council  with  English  at  Fort  Pitt, 
134-8;  claims  to  be  spying  for  Eng- 
lish at  Venango,  Jan.  1759,  145; 
153;  entertains  Lee  at  his  town, 
Sept.  30,  1759,  172-3;  apologizes  for 
theft  of  rum  and  sugar,  203-4 ; visits 
Venango  and  assures  English  of 
good  will  of  Indians,  July  1761,  221 ; 
his  theft  of  rum  and  sugar  reported, 
July  24,  1761,  222;  apologizes  to 
tlutchins,  July  25,  1761,  223 ; see 
also  Custaloga’s  Town. 

Cutte,  Delaware  chief,  to  come  to 
council  with  French  at  Presque 
Isle,  March  1759,  151. 

Cutfinger  Peter,  Delaware  chief,  163. 

Decencytaryectoo,  chief  of  Five  Na- 
tions, to  ratify  treaty  with  Brad- 
street, 1764,  281. 

Delaw'are  George,  Delaware  chief, 
gives  Mercer  news  of  French  in  up- 
per posts,  Dec.  1758,  143;  insists 
that  his  spy  be  paid,  145 ; receives 
presents  from  French,  Feb.  1759, 
148;  expected  at  council  at  Presque 
Isle,  March  1759,  151,  153. 

Guyasutha  [Cuyashota],  Iroquois 
chief,  at  councils  in  Muskingum 
Valley,  1764,  285;  to  ratify  treaty 
with  Bradstreet,  1764,  281. 

Half  King  [Tanacharison],  Iroquois 
chief,  agent  among  Delaware  re- 
tires to  Pa.,  1754,  34;  calls  council 
at  Pine  Creek,  May  1753,  to  de- 
termine action  to  meet  French  in- 
vasion, 75-6 ; deserted  by  his  fol- 
lowers, 1754,  84 


INDEX 


323 


Kikyuskung  [KikihSskSnt,  Kikisus- 
kung],  Delaware  chief,  attends 
council  at  Fort  Pitt,  Dec.  1758,  134; 
returns  from  Kuskuski  and  reports 
French  activity,  Feb.  16,  1759,  146-7. 

Killbuck,  leads  party  which  scalped 
wagoner  near  Ligonier,  1759,  170. 

Monighotootha  [Scarooyady],  Iro- 
quois chief,  agent  to  Shawnee,  at- 
tends Pine  Creek  council,  1753,  75. 

Naple,  Delaware  chief,  attends  council 
at  Fort  Pitt,  Dec.  1758,  134. 

Ononouarogon,  Iroquois  chief,  at 
Montreal  council,  1732,  8. 

Ouabichagana,  Illinois  chief,  at  Mont- 
real council,  1732,  8. 

Oninquoinonte,  Seneca  chief,  at  Alont- 
real  council,  1732,  agrees  to  permit 
Shawnee  to  settle  on  upper  Alle- 
gheny, 10-11. 

Pontiac,  Ottawa  chief,  attacks  Fort 
Detroit,  May  9,  1763,  244. 

Sastaregi,  chief  of  Sandusky  Hurons, 
to  ratify  treaty  with  Bradstreet, 
1764,  281. 

Scobalectic,  Shawnee  chief,  to  ratify 
treaty  with  Bradstreet,  1764,  281. 

Shamokin  Daniel,  Delaware  chief, 
asks  pardon  for  soldier  who  struck 
him,  Nov.  1761,  230;  meets  Col- 
hoon  at  Tuskarawas,  May  27,  1763, 
245 ; gives  Colhoon  news  that  De- 
troit has  not  fallen,  246. 

Shingas,  Delaware  chief,  meets  Col- 
hoon at  Tuskarawas,  245. 

Sonatgioua,  Iroquois  chief,  at  Mont- 
real council,  1732,  8. 

Tedyuskung,  Delaware  chief,  father 
of  Thomas  Bull,  152;  163. 

Thomas,  Mohawk  chief,  brings  Sir 
William  Johnson  news  of  capture 
of  Fort  Venango,  and  of  attitude 
of  Iroquois,  July  11,  1763,  255-6. 

Tisnennockshoree,  chief  of  Five  Na- 
tions, to  ratify  treaty  with  Brad- 
street, 1764,  281. 

Wheyondohilas,  Delaware  chief,  meets 
Colhoon  at  Tuskarawas,  245. 

White  Eyes,  Delaware  chief,  arrives 
at  Fort  Charles,  1764,  272. 

William  Anderson,  Delaware  chief, 
meets  Colhoon  at  Tuskarawas,  245. 

Winginum,  Delaware  chief,  meets 
Colhoon  at  Tuskarawas,  245. 

Indian  Council,  Beauharnois’  speech  at, 

1732,  6. 

Indian  God  Rock,  lead  plate  buried  by 

Celeron  at,  1749,  2. 


Indian  Presents,  Indian  allegiance  to 
French  dependent  upon,  1756,  88. 

Indian  Trade,  policy  of  New  France 
with  regard  to,  2. 

Indian  Trade  Bill,  passage  of,  recom- 
mended by  Gov.  of  Pa.  because  of 
French  claims  to  Ohio  Valley,  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare,  Feb.  27, 

1754,  32. 

Indians,  increasing  restlessness  from 
lack  of  food  by,  1762,  232;  cash  settle- 
ment for  canoe  stolen  at  Venango  de- 
manded by,  1762,  238-9;  Bouquet  at- 
tacked by,  near  Bushy  Run,  1763,  257 ; 
large  body  of,  to  join  Bouquet  at 
Pitt,  1764,  272;  Johnson  holds  a series 
of  councils  at  Niagara  with,  1764, 
275 ; see  names  of  tribes. 

Iroquois  [Iroquois,  Five  Nations,  Six 
Nations,  Mingo]  Indians,  a confedera- 
tion of  Indian  tribes,  called  by  the 
English  the  Five  Nations,  and  later 
Six  Nations.  The  five  tribes  who 
formed  the  confederation  were  the 
Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Oneidas,  Mo- 
hawks, and  Senecas.  The  Tuscaroras 
were  admitted  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. Annihilate  Fries,  1654,  1 ; 

French  plan  to  settle  Shawnees  as 
barrier  against,  1728,  3-4;  warned  by 
Beauharnois  not  to  attack  Hurons, 
1732,  6-8;  on  Longm.  ’il’s  expedition, 
1739,  15;  desert  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 16 ; French  expect  addition  of 
100,  at  Ohio  River,  to  replace  Indian 
deserters  in  Longueuil’s  expedition, 
16-17 ; join  in  general  alliance  of 
tribes,  1748,  29-30;  at  a council  of 
the,  governor  of  Canada  vows  to  in- 
vade Ohio  country ; invasion  of  Ohio 
country  forbidden  by,  31-2;  Albany 
Congress  places  Ohio  River  lands  of, 
under  protection  of  England,  1754, 
34 ; 37 ; Longueuil’s  respect  for,  of 
Belle  Riviere,  40 ; strongly  impressed 
by  Marquis  Duquesne,  43 ; ask 
Marin  purpose  of  French  expedition, 
1753,  50-51 ; reassured  by  Marin,  51  ; 
Niagara  portage  full  of,  1754,  63; 
set  out  from  Canada,  May  1755,  66; 
ordered  to  Niagara  with  Villiers,  to 
prevent  an  English  attack  there,  June 

1755,  66-7 ; of  Oswegatchie,  return 
to  their  respective  Iroquois  villages ; 
uneasy  over  French  invasion  of  Ohio 
Valley  and  eager  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  against  the  French,  73 ; from 
around  Duquesne,  move  to  Machault, 
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Iroquois,  contimied. 

1756,  95;  sent  to  make  war  on 
Catawbas,  1757,  99;  105;  alliance  of, 
with  English  disapproved  by  Loudoun, 

1757,  106;  attack  Fort  Augusta,  re- 
port portage  between  Conewango  and 
Susquehanna,  107 ; take  prisoners  and 
scalps  near  Fort  Augusta,  1758,  111; 
skirmish  with  English,  1758,  112; 
join  in  attack  on  Forbes’  advance 
party  near  Loyalhanna,  Nov.  1758, 
126-7 ; ask  French  to  retreat  because 
of  English  superiority,  1759,  131 ; 
Cayuga  chiefs  sent  by,  caution  Loups, 
Shawnees  and  Hurons  to  postpone 
hostilities,  132;  Loups  and,  ask  Eng- 
lish to  withdraw  from  Pittsburgh,  135; 
deputies  of,  attend  conference  with 
English  at  Pittsburgh,  Dec.  1758,  136; 
speeches  of,  to  Loups  and  English  at 
Pittsburgh  Council,  1758,  137;  pro- 
posals of,  to  Loups  accepted,  1758, 
138;  beg  Ligneris  to  evacuate  Mach- 
ault  and  retire  to  Presque  Isle,  140; 
negotiate  with  English,  1759,  156; 
serve  as  spies  for  English,  1759,  157-9; 
with  Johnson  on  march  to  Niagara, 
159;  threat  of  Johnson  and,  to  attack 
Detroit,  1759,  164;  arrive  at  Pitts- 
burgh with  letter  from  Johnson,  1759, 
169;  exchange  shots  with  garrison  at 
Le  Boeuf,  May  1761,  203,  214-15;  in- 
vite other  tribes  to  war  on  English, 
1761,  215-16;  plan  to  assemble  at  the 
head  of  French  Creek,  1761,  216;  in- 
vited to  meet  Johnson  at  German 
Flatts,  1763,  255;  268;  of  Ohio,  seek 
peace  with  Bradstreet’s  expedition  at 
“Bay  of  Leaves,’’  Aug.  12,  1764,  278 ; 
minutes  of  peace  between  Bradstreet 
and,  Aug.  12,  1764,  280-83;  Indians 
shake  hands  with  deputies  at  Brad- 
street’s  treaty,  1764,  283;  see  also 
Mingo  Indians,  and  names  of  the  six 
tribes. 

Irvine,  Pa.,  2 ; see  Buckaloons. 

Isle  Royale,  13 ; 101. 

Jersey  Regiment,  soldier  of,  deserted  or 
lost  at  Presque  Isle,  Aug.  15,  1764, 
279. 

Jesuits,  missions  to  Iroquois,  1 ; mission 
among  the  tribes  of  the  Ohio,  1758, 

no. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  receives  “stolen” 
Celoron  lead  plate,  25 ; deposition  of 
Stephen  Coffen  sworn  before,  Jan.  10, 
1754,  49;  informed  of  French  expedi- 


tion, 1753,  71 ; his  letter  to  Indians  at 
Pine  Creek  Council  interpreted  by 
Croghan,  75;  deserters  from  Niagara 
visit,  79 ; his  invitation  to  Five  Na- 
tions, disapproved  by  General  Lou- 
doun, 1757,  106;  defeats  forces  sent 
from  Fort  Machault  to  relieve  Fort 
Niagara,  1759,  126;  marches  on  Fort 
Niagara,  1759,  159;  threatens  to  at- 
tack Detroit,  1759,  164;  Lee  carries 
his  messages  from  Niagara  to  Pitts- 
burgh, Sept.  1759;  Iroquois  arrive  at 
Pittsburgh  with  letter  from,  Aug. 
1759,  169;  stops  at  Presque  Isle  en 
route  to  Albany,  Sept.  30,  1761,  227 ; 
letter  to  Amherst,  July  11,  1763,  about 
the  fall  of  Venango,  1763,  255-6;  260; 
peace  terms  to  be  left  entirely  in 
hands  of.  May  1764,  271 ; promises 
large  body  of  Indians  will  join 
Bouquet  at  Pitt,  1764,  272;  letter  to 
Bouquet,  June  18,  1764,  about  the 
Muskingum  expedition  and  reinforce- 
ments from  Niagara,  273-4;  holds 
councils  at  Niagara,  spring  1764,  275 ; 
negotiates  final  peace  treaty  at  Os- 
wego, 1765,  275 ; Dow  mentions  coun- 
cils at  Niagara,  276 ; Bouquet  or- 
dered to  send  Shawnee  and  Delaware 
deputies  to  sue  for  peace  from,  1764, 
286 ; to  excuse  breach  of  Bradstreet’s 
treaty  to  other  tribes,  1764,  288; 
Bouquet  orders  Indian  deputies  sent 
to,  to  sign  peace  terms,  1764,  289. 

Joliet,  Sieur,  early  explorer  of  West,  1. 

Joncaire,  Louis  Thomas  de,  Sieur  de 
Chabert,  French  agent  among  Iro- 
quois, sent  to  oversee  removal  of 
Shawnees  and  Senecas  near  French 
Creek,  1732,  1 ; reports  Shawnee 
settlements  on  Ohio  River  below 
French  Creek,  1732,  5;  visits  Shaw- 
nees, 1731-32,  5-6;  Beauharnois  re- 
calls, to  Montreal,  6 ; Beauharnois 
promises  to  send,  among  Shawnees, 
10;  11;  death  of,  June  29,  1739,  18. 

Joncaire  [Philippe  Thomas  Joncaire, 
Sieur  de  Chal^rt,  or  Daniel  Joncaire, 
Sieur  de  Chabert  et  Clausonne,  sons 
of  Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire]  [Chab- 
ert, Jean  Coeur,  Jonquiere],  Joncaire 
de  Clausonne,  and  le  Gai  de  Joncaire, 
cadets  on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
15;  Marin  sends  Jean  Coeur  to  Ohio 
Indians,  1753,  48;  informs  Duquesne 
of  English  penetration  of  Ohio  coun- 
try, Jan.  12,  1753,  50 ; year’s  salary 
as  commander  at  Buckaloons,  1754, 
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69 ; Lee  stays  at  house  built  by,  above 
Niagara  Falls,  1759,  171 ; landing 
place  above  falls  named  for,  191. 

Joncourt,  Peter  de,  interpreter,  trans- 
lates inscription  on  Celoron’s  lead 
plate,  25. 

Jonquiere’s  Landing  Place,  Llorsey 
builds  vessel  at,  1760.  191. 

Jumonville,  Joseph  Coulon  de  Villiers, 
Sieur  de,  killed  in  skirmish  with  a 
force  under  Washington,  Mav  28, 

1754,  71. 

Kachekacheke,  see  Kuskuski. 

Kachinodiagon,  see  Buckaloons. 

Kaduitas,  skirmish  with  Loups  on 
Riviere  d’Attigue,  1758,  113-14. 

Kanaouagon,  Kanavangon,  see  Cone- 
wango. 

Ka-sa-no-tia-yo-go,  see  Buckaloons. 

Kauffman's  Creek,  Hocktattler  captured 
near,  1755,  119. 

Kemble,  aid  de  camp  to  Gage,  sent  with 
orders  to  Bradstreet,  1764,  287. 

Keneghuigik,  see  Conegogee. 

Keppel,  Viscount  Augustus,  Admiral, 
attends  conference  at  Alexandria, 

1755,  87. 

Kerns,  signs  certificate  of  enlistment, 
213. 

Kiakiqui,  Celoron  at,  Aug.  12,  1739,  22. 

Kickapoo  [Quicanou]  Indians,  at  Mont- 
real council,  1732,  8. 

King  George’s  War  [Spanish  and 
French  War],  ends,  1748,  2;  effect 
on  Indian  trade  of,  29 ; peace  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle,  Oct.  8,  1748,  30. 

Kittanning  [Kittaning,  Kittannin],  de- 
stroyed by  Armstrong,  Sept.  1756,  88; 
English  attack  causes  Delawares  to 
move  from,  118:  Indians  resent  Eng- 
lish attack  on,  119. 

Kuskuski  [Kaskaske,  Keskkuskes,  Kus- 
kuskas,  Cachecacheki],  Delaware  vil- 
lages at,  near  present  site  of  New 
Castle,  Indians  to  meet  at,  1758,  127; 
Montisambert  stationed  with  Loups 
at,  1759,  131  : English  deputies  at, 
summon  Custaloga  and  other  chiefs  to 
Fort  Pitt,  134;  Iroquois  advise  Dela- 
ware to  move  to,  138;  English  and 
Indian  council  held  at,  Nov.  26,  1758, 
140-1 ; Ligneris  persuades  Delawares 
to  assemble  at,  142;  English  send  spies 
to  observe  motions  of  French  above, 
146  ; Kikysuskung  returns  from,  146-7  ; 
inhabitants  of,  upbraid  Kikysuskung 
for  permitting  his  son  and  cousin  to 
go  to  Venango  to  spy,  1759,  147 ; In- 


dians postpone  hostilities  until  meet- 
ing with  Delawares  at,  fifteen  hundred 
Indians  expected  at,  151 ; “The 
Beaver”  to  live  at,  on  return  from 
Forks  of  Scioto ; Bull  travels  from 
Venango  to,  and  meets  Chippewas  at, 
153;  Delawares  inform  Mercer  that 
Miami  and,  are  coming  to  Pittsburgh, 
1759,  165. 

La  Borgne  [Burinol],  Capt.,  command- 
ing officer  at  Presque  Isle,  1759,  150; 
sends  belt  to  Delaware  chiefs,  151  ; to 
hold  council  with  “The  Beaver,” 
Delaware  George  and  Cutte,  151. 

La  Baye  Indians,  see  Winnebago  In- 
dians. 

La  Jonquiere,  Pierre  Jacques  Taffanel, 
Marquis  de.  Governor  of  New'  France, 
2;  letter  to  minister.  Sept.  20,  1749, 
advocating  permanent  occupation  of 
Ohio  valley,  26-7 ; death  of,  37,  40. 

La-la  pay  [Lilly]  Creek,  16-  or  20-Mile 
Creek,  Lee  reaches.  Sept.  24,  1759, 
171. 

Lancaster  [Conistage],  English  assemble 
at,  prepare  to  attack  Fort  Duquesne, 
1758,  121  ; Bouquet  expects  supplies 
from,  1763,  260. 

Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  petitions  As- 
sembly for  protection,  arms,  and  am- 
munition, Aug.  6,  1754,  34. 

Landrieve,  Sieur  de,  subdelegate  at  De- 
troit, two  years’  salary  paid  to,  1755, 
68. 

Langi,  Joseph  de,  the  younger,  cadet  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  15. 

Langlois,  French  Indian  agent,  sent  to 
Shawnees,  1732,  10. 

La  Rochelle  [Rochell],  32. 

La  Salle,  Robert  Cavellier,  Sieur  de, 
French  claims  to  Ohio  River  based 
upon  discoveries  of,  1,  28. 

La  Sarre,  battalion  of,  commanded  by 
AI.  de  Senesergues,  155. 

Lauson  [Lauzon],  Father  de,  head  of 
Jesuit  missions  in  Canada,  helps  in 
preparing  for  Longueuil’s  expedition, 
1739,  13;  induces  Sault  St.  Louis  In- 
dians to  join  Longueuil’s  expedition, 
18. 

Laurel  [Laurell]  Hills,  124. 

Lavoi,  Joseph,  Cadet  a I’Aiguillette,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Lead  Plate,  buried  by  Celoron  to  renew 
French  claims  to  Ohio,  1749,  2;  in- 
scription of  plate  brought  to  John- 
son, 24-5. 
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Le  Boeuf  [Le  Beef,  La  Buf,  Leboeuf], 
Fort,  see  Fort  Le  Boeuf. 

Le  Boeuf  Creek,  high  water  on,  Dec. 
1760,  199;  see  French  Creek. 

Lecomic  Creek,  see  Sandy  Creek. 

Lee,  Capt.  Charles,  leads  party  from 
Niagara  to  Pittsburgh,  169;  journal 
of,  concerning  journey  from  Niagara 
to  Pittsburgh,  Sept.  19-Oct.  4,  1759, 
171-3. 

Le  Mercier  [Mercie],  Chevalier,  Du- 
quesne  selects,  as  engineer  of  Ohio 
expedition,  1753,  37 ; chooses  site  of 
Fort  Presque  Isle,  45 ; his  talents 
praised  by  Duquesne,  53 ; Duquesne’s 
estimate  of,  56 ; Duquesne  recom- 
mends to  minister,  on  sending  him  to 
France,  Oct.  8,  1754,  64;  second  in 
command  at  capture  of  Fort  Neces- 
sity, 81 ; to  start  with  detachment  to 
join  Pean  at  Presque  Isle,  July  1754, 
81. 

Lery,  Chaussegros  de.  Cadet  a I’Aiguil- 
lette,  engineer,  surveys  Ohio  River 
for  first  map  to  show  Lake  Le  Boeuf 
and  French  Creek  clearly,  2;  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14;  ap- 
pointed engineer  for  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition, 20;  year’s  salary  paid  to,  at 
Detroit,  1755,  68. 

Lery,  Gaspard  Chaussegros  de,  thanks 
minister  for  his  son’s  appointment  as 
engineer,  20. 

Le  Sambrain,  see  St.  Blin. 

Ligneris  [Le  Naire,  Delinery,  Lignery], 
Capt.  Frangois  le  Marchand  de.  En- 
sign en  second  and  major  of  detach- 
ment on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
14;  eager  for  service,  1739,  17 ; French 
and  Indians  under,  Beaujeu  and 
Dumas  defeat  Braddock  at  Battle  of 
Monongahela,  July  9,  1755,  72;  com- 
mands at  Fort  Duquesne,  1756,  send- 
ing parties  to  harass  the  enemy,  98; 
attempts  to  retain  Delaware  alliance, 

1757,  101 ; Indians  bring  prisoners  to, 
101 ; takes  measures  to  withstand 
English  attack,  1757,  102;  supervises 
repairs  on  Fort  Duquesne,  103;  or- 
ders to  decrease  garrisons  on  Belle 
Rivere  for  winter  and  send  men  to  the 
Illinois,  103;  commander  of  Fort  du 
Chartres  to  send  reinforcements  to, 
104;  active  in  harassing  the  English, 

1758,  113;  negotiates  to  prevent  Dela- 
wares from  rejoining  Fnglish,  114; 
Vaudreuil  sends  reinforcements  to, 
114-15;  need  for  provisions  in  post  of. 


115;  sends  back  most  of  force,  Nov. 

1758,  126;  sends  detachment  under 
Corbiere  to  attack  English  advance, 
Nov.  9,  1758,  126-7 ; receives  news  of 
English  from  prisoners,  sends  Linctot 
to  scout,  calls  council  of  officers,  Nov. 
19,  states  situation,  127-8;  receives 
news  from  other  scouts  of  English 
approach,  decides  to  evacuate  Fort 
Duquesne,  Nov.  23,  128-9 ; reaches 
Fort  Machault,  Nov.  28,  129;  Vau- 
dreuil’s  orders  and  plans  for,  1759, 
129-31 ; sends  Montisambert  to  Dela- 
wares at  Kuskuski  to  keep  them 
friendly,  131-2;  receives  Custaloga’s 
account  of  council  at  Fort  Pitt,  132 ; 
Vaudreuil’s  orders  and  plans  for, 
132-3;  Custaloga’s  report  to,  Jan.  4, 

1759,  134-8;  Vaudreuil  reports  on  sit- 
uation of,  March  5,  1759,  138-9 ; sends 
scouts  to  watch  English,  receives  news 
of  building  of  Fort  Pitt,  139-40;  urged 
by  Indians  to  retreat  to  Presque  Isle, 
140;  dealings  with  Indians,  141-2; 
Vaudreuil’s  advice  to,  142-3;  Vau- 
dreuil’s  orders  for,  in  plan  of  general 
operations,  1759,  153-4;  speeches  to 
Indians  at  Fort  Machault,  July  1759, 
before  going  to  relief  of  Niagara, 
153-9;  captured  at  Niagara,  164;  re- 
ported killed,  165. 

Ligonier  [Ligoneer],  Fort,  see  Fort 
Ligonier. 

Linctot,  M.  de,  sent  by  Ligneris  to 
scout  and  report  on  English  advance, 
127;  returns  from  second  scouting 
trip,  reports  that  English  are  near, 
Nov.  23,  1758,  128. 

Littleton  [Lyttleton],  Fort,  see  Fort 
Littleton. 

Lloyd,  Col.  Thomas,  commanding  at 
Ligonier,  Mercer  cautions,  to  protect 
convoys,  1759,  146. 

Logstown  [Logs-Town,  Shenango], 
treaty  between  English  and  Ohio  In- 
dians, 1752,  30;  John  Fraser  writes 
English  Indian  traders  at,  1753,  74; 
Mingoes  threaten  to  kill  French  trader 
at,  in  event  of  French  attack,  75 ; see 
Shenango. 

Longueuil,  first  Baron  de,  lieutenant- 
governor  at  Montreal,  sends  agent  to 
Shawnees,  1728,  4. 

Longueuil,  second  Baron  de,  leads  ex- 
pedition against  Chickasaws,  1739,  2; 
given  command  of  troops,  12;  route  to 
be  taken  by,  12 ; leaves  Montreal  to 
join  Bienville,  13;  roll  of  expedition. 
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14-16;  leg  of,  frozen,  1738,  17;  shows 
great  energy  and  zeal  in  carrying  out 
orders,  17;  dealings  with  Indians, 
1745,  23-4 ; opposes  military  expedi- 
tion to  Ohio  Valley,  37 ; decides  to 
send  troops  to  Miamis  during  summer, 
1752,  39;  plans  to  subdue  rebel 
Miamis,  and  conciliate  Iroquois,  39- 
40 ; opposes  Duquesne’s  proposed  Ohio 
expedition,  56. 

Longueuil’s  Expedition,  importance  of, 
2;  start  of,  June  1739,  12-13;  roll  of, 
1739,  14-16 ; enters  Lake  Erie,  makes 
portage  to  Ohio  River,  Aug.  1739,  16; 
addition  of  100  Iroquois  expected  at 
Ohio  River,  to  replace  Indians  who 
deserted,  16-17;  Lt.  Vassan,  Lignery, 
Major  of  Detachment,  Ensign  Gaspe 
eager  for  service  in,  17 ; use  of  au- 
thority necessary  before  inhabitants  of 
Canada  would  serve  in,  17 ; drunken- 
ness causes  some  Indians  to  desert, 
at  Oswego,  17 ; route  of,  follows  south 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  17 ; Sieur  de 
Richarville  returns  to  Louisiana  with, 
to  revenge  himself  on  Chickasaws,  18; 
Father  Lauson  induces  Sault  St.  Louis 
Indians  to  join,  18;  Chaussegros  de 
Lery,  engineer  of,  20-21 ; 24. 

Long  Point,  Shawnee  settle  oppositCj 
1728,  4. 

Loring,  Capt.,  to  have  lake  craft  built 
at  Presque  Isle,  1763,  258. 

L’ouaque,  Antoine  Frangois,  deserts 
from  French  Fort  Niagara,  informs 
Alexander  Colhoon  of  French  activ- 
ity, April  1754,  79-80. 

Loudoun,  Earl  of  [Lawdun,  Loudon], 
British  commander-in-chief,  French 
told  that,  intends  to  attack  Fort 
Duquesne,  1756,  93,  97 ; 106. 

Loudoun,  Fort,  see  Fort  Loudoun. 

Louisbourg,  56. 

Louisiana,  to  be  linked  with  Canada  by 
chain  of  forts,  3 ; engineers  in,  20 ; 
French  need  to  control  Ohio  as  route 
to,  27-9. 

Loup  [Loo]  Indians,  see  Delaware  In- 
dians. 

Love,  Ensign  Philip,  replaced  by  Cuy 
at  Le  Boeuf,  1761,  204;  reports  to 
Mather  that  French  Creek  is  frozen 
and  Fort  Le  Boeuf  needs  salt,  Feb. 
1761,  206;  takes  boat  from  Venango 
to  Fort  Pitt,  207. 


Macarty  [Marcarty],  M.  de,  to  send 
convoy  from  Illinois  by  way  of  Lake 
Erie  in  1759,  129;  sends  provisions  to 
Bellestre,  1760,  168. 

Machault,  Fort,  see  Fort  klachault. 

Mackay  Brothers,  retire  on  half  pay, 
May  1764,  272. 

Mackay,  killed  by  Indians  at  Detroit, 
June  1763,  249. 

Mackenzie  [McKenzie],  Capt.  Robert, 
arrival  of,  at  Venango,  190;  sends 
express  to  Venango,  191. 

Mannerille,  Cadet,  on  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition, 1739,  15. 

Mante  [Mant],  Major  Thomas,  aid  de 
camp  to  Bradstreet,  1764,  283. 

Marin  [Morang,  Marrain],  Chevalier 
Pierre  Paul,  commander  of  Ohio  ex- 
pedition, 1753,  37 ; Duquesne  proposes, 
for  Cross  of  St.  Louis,  38;  Bigot  out- 
lines route  and  plans  to  be  followed 
by,  41-3;  Coffen  reports  dispute  with 
Boishebert  over  location  of  fort  on 
Chautauqua  portage,  45 ; builds  Fort 
Presque  Isle,  45-6 ; has  road  cut  to 
Lake  Le  Boeuf,  sends  detachment  to 
Venango,  46 ; deceived  by  Indians, 
46-7 ; illness  and  disappointment  of, 
47 ; Cross  of  St.  Louis  brought  to, 
but  officers  withhold  it  from,  47 ; sends 
most  of  force  back  to  Canada  after 
building  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  47-8;  sends 
Joncaire  to  the  Indians,  48;  Duquesne 
reports  progress  of  expedition  of,  Aug. 
20,  1753,  completion  of  Fort  Presque 
Isle,  attitude  of  Indians,  49-53 ; letter 
from  Duquesne,  Aug.  27,  1753,  order- 
ing that  a strong  hand  be  used  with 
officers  by,  54;  Pean  is  to  join.  Sept. 
1753,  55;  reasons  for  his  appointment, 
56;  granted  Cross  of  St.  Louis,  57; 
Duquesne  explains  his  letter  to,  58; 
serious  illness  of,  St.  Pierre  sent  to 
replace,  due  to,  58-60 ; his  wisdom  in 
sending  back  part  of  force  for  winter, 
61  ; Duquesne’s  eulogy  of,  62-3 ; Eng- 
lish receive  news  of  expedition  led  bv, 
72-3,  79-80. 

Maryland  [Marilande],  frontier  of, 
raided  by  French  and  Indians,  1756, 
88 ; raising  army,  1756,  97 ; strength 
of  Fort  Frederic  in  province  of,  101 ; 
Ligneris  receives  report  of  scouts  sent 
in  direction  of,  that  troops  are  as- 
sembled in,  Dreparing  to  attack  Fort 
Duquesne.  1757,  102;  settlers  flee  in 
terror,  1758,  109-10;  flour  sent  from, 
to  Fort  Pitt,  1759,  148;  Neverville 
leads  raids  on  settlements  of,  165. 
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Mascoutin  [Maskoutin]  Indians,  at 
Montreal  council,  173,  seeking  French 
protection,  8 ; country  of,  22 ; Shaw- 
nees  move  to  prairie  of,  1745,  23. 

Massachusetts,  72. 

Mather,  Capt.  Richard,  190;  replaced 
at  Venango  by  Baillie,  March  1761, 
203:  letter  from  Bouquet,  Jan.  16, 
1761,  ordering  him  to  lead  detach- 
ments to  relieve  Venango  and  Le 
Boeuf,  204-5 ; letter  to  Bouquet,  Feb. 
13,  1761,  reporting  conditions  at  Ve- 
nango, 206-7. 

Maxwell’s,  Stevens  camped  at,  1758,  122. 

McCannon,  suspected  of  causing  deser- 
tion at  Venango,  July  1761,  221. 

McDougal,  Lieut.,  informed  by  Coch- 
rane about  monthly  returns,  1761,  220; 
sent  to  treat  with  Indians  at  siege  of 
Detroit,  1763,  249. 

McIntosh,  Lieut.  James,  killed  at  Bushy 
Run,  Aug.  5,  1763,  264. 

McKee,  Alexander,  does  not  understand 
language  of  Lake  Indians,  193;  speaks 
with  Delawares  besieging  Fort  Pitt, 
June  1763,  248;  dispatched  with  let- 
ters from  Bouquet  to  Bradstreet,  1764, 
287. 

McLoud,  Lieutenant,  returns  to  Presque 
Isle  seeking  deserters,  July  19,  1760, 
187. 

McKintosh,  Sergt.,  gardener  at  Presque 
Isle,  210;  sent  to  Fort  Pitt  with  let- 
ters from  Presque  Isle,  June  1761, 
212,  213. 

McMaster,  210. 

McNeil,  Capt.,  Bouquet  sends,  to  penin- 
sula to  head  off  hostile  Indians,  July 

22,  1760,  187. 

Meadville,  Bouquet  observes  rich  mead- 
ows at,  1760,  178. 

Mercer,  Colonel  Hugh,  English  com- 
mander of  Fort  Pitt,  1759,  125;  let- 
ter to  Bouquet  from  Pittsburgh,  Dec. 

23,  1758,  giving  news  of  French  prep- 
arations for  a counter-attack  on  Fort 
Pitt,  143-5;  letter  to  Bouquet,  Jan.  19, 
1759,  about  French  activities,  145-6; 
letter  to  Bouquet,  Feb.  17,  1759,  giv- 
ing report  of  Kikysuskung,  146-8; 
Amherst  sure  that  Forbes  has  given 
necessary  orders  to,  149;  Amherst's 
confidence  in,  150;  sends  Bull’s  report 
to  Bouquet,  March  17,  1759,  153;  let- 
ter to  Bouquet,  Aug.  1,  1759,  about 
French  activities,  160-61  ; letter  from 
Bouquet,  Aug.  2,  1759,  proposing  ex- 
pedition to  Fort  Machault,  161-2;  let- 
ter to  Denny,  Aug.  6,  1759,  about  In- 


dian affairs,  163-4 ; letter  to  Denny, 
Aug.  12,  1759,  about  departure  of 
French,  166;  letter  to  Stanwix,  Aug. 
20,  1759,  giving  opinion  on  route  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Niagara,  169-70;  to 
lead  Pennsylvania  detachment  to 
Presque  Isle,  July  9,  1760,  179;  camps 
twenty  miles  south  of  Venango,  July 
13,  1760,  180;  182;  arrives  at  Presque 
Isle,  183;  184;  camps  at  Le  Boeuf, 
July  17,  1760,  185;  arrives  at  Presque 
Isle,  186;  joins  detachment  on 
peninsula,  July  23,  reports  casualties 
of  skirmish  with  Indians,  and  builds 
blockhouse  on  the  neck,  July  24,  1760, 
187;  builds  post  for  grass  guard  on 
the  peninsula,  188. 

Mexico,  importance  of  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi as  route  to,  27-8. 

Meyers  [Mayers],  Lieut.  Elias,  arrives 
at  Sandusky,  Aug.  31,  1761,  224. 

Miami,  Fort,  see  Fort  Miami. 

Miami  [Twightwee]  Indians,  agree  to 
proposed  Shawnee  settlement  on  Ohio 
River,  1732,  5-6 ; ordered  by  Beau- 
harnois  to  help  drive  English  from 
Ohio  River,  1744,  23 ; encourage  Eng- 
lish traders,  enter  general  alliance  of 
tribes,  July  1748,  29-30;  French  In- 
dians attack  village  of,  1752,  31 ; Pa. 
sends  presents  to,  1753,  32;  Longueuil 
sends  force  to  subdue,  1752,  39-40 ; 
to  aid  French,  1755,  65;  send  dele- 
gation to  Fort  Pitt,  Aug.  1759,  165; 
join  in  attacking  western  forts,  1763, 
256. 

Miami  [Twightwee]  River,  French 
make  conveyances  suitable  for  portage 
of,  1759,  129;  Crawford  and  a boy 
taken  prisoner  at  mouth  of,  1763,  245. 

Michilimackinac  [Missilimakinac],  Fort, 
see  Fort  Michilimackinac. 

Miles,  Capt.  S.,  commands  at  Presque 
Isle,  fall,  1760,  198. 

Mill  Creek,  Indians  cross,  in  attack  on 
Presque  Isle,  1763,  253. 

Minas  [Menas],  Coffen  taken  prisoner 
at,  1747,  43-4. 

Mingo  Indians,  Iroquois  of  the  Ohio 
country,  warn  Fraser  at  Venango  of 
French  expedition,  1753,  74;  threaten 
to  kill  French  trader  at  Logstown,  if 
French  attack  them,  75;  76;  145; 
English  ask,  to  report  state  of  fort 
at  Niagara,  Jan.  1759,  146;  agree  to 
join  French  at  Presque  Isle,  March 
1759,  150;  French  council  with,  on 
desertion  to  English,  March  1759, 
151;  Lee  borrows  boat  of,  173;  ex- 
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change  shots  with  Le  Boeuf  garrison 
in  attempt  to  steal  horses,  iMay  1761, 
212-13,  214;  attack  Pitcher  enroute 
from  Pitt  to  Presque  Isle,  July  1762, 
238 ; demand  food  of  Gordon  at 
Venango,  Sept.  19,  1762,  241 ; Patter- 
son’s gun  taken  from,  at  Venango, 
242 ; Bouquet  suggests  terms  for 
peace  with,  1764,  268-9;  forced  by 
Bouquet  to  accept  peace  terms,  1764, 
289 ; Bouquet’s  proclamation  prohib- 
its trade  with,  until  permanent  peace 
is  signed,  Nov.  1764,  290-1 ; see  also 
Iroquois. 

Miquelon  Island,  126. 

Mississauga  [iMississague,  Mississaque] 
Indians,  join  French  expedition  at  To- 
ronto, May  1755,  66;  settled  at  Fort 
Presque  Isle,  scalp  English  to  avenge 
death  of  M.  de  St.  Pierre,  1756,  94; 
scalps  and  prisoners  taken  near  Fort 
Augusta  by,  1758,  112;  to  assemble  at 
Toronto  to  reinforce  Niagara,  1759, 
154;  of  Presque  Isle,  follow  French 
to  Detroit,  167. 

Mississippi  [St.  Louis]  River,  important 
as  route  between  Canada  and  Louisi- 
ana, 27-9 ; importance  of  Ohio  in 
communicating  with  the,  40 ; women 
and  children  to  be  moved  from  De- 
troit down  the,  1759,  164;  tribes  be- 
tween Allegheny  and,  attack  English 
forts,  1763,  244. 

Missouri  Indians,  to  be  invited  to  war 
on  English,  1756,  96. 

Mobile,  272. 

Mohawk  [Mohock,  Anies,  Anier]  In- 
dians, prisoner  delivered  to  Bellestre 
by  Hurons,  1760,  168;  inform  John- 
son of  the  capture  of  Venango,  1763, 
255-6 ; party  of,  sent  by  Johnson  to 
meet  Bouquet  at  Pitt,  Sept.  1764,  288; 
see  also  Iroquois  Indians. 

Monckton,  Brigadier  General  Robert, 
letter  to  Bouquet,  July  6,  1760,  giving 
orders  for  expedition  to  Presque  Isle 
and  relief  of  Niagara,  173-5;  letter 
to  Bouquet,  July  9,  about  reinforce- 
ments led  by  Mercer,  179;  letter  from 
Bouquet,  July  13,  180-81 ; letter  from 
Bouquet,  July  14,  181-2;  letter  from 
Bouquet,  July  18,  183-6;  Bouquet  re- 
ceives letters  from,  July  18,  186;  letter 
from  Bouquet,  July  29,  188-9;  letter 
from  Bouquet,  Aug.  11,  191-3;  letter 
from  Bouquet,  Sept.  19,  224-5. 

Monongahela  [Mohongialo,  Malangail- 
lee,  Mallanqueulee]  River,  Capt.  Trent 
builds  small  fort  at  mouth  of,  31 ; 


English  Cabinet  informed,  July  5, 
1754,  that  French  had  driven  Vir- 
ginia troops  from,  and  were  erecting 
a fort,  35 ; Fort  Duquesne  exposed 
to  floods  of,  103;  120;  savage  allies 
of  English  camped  on  point  of,  132; 
La  Valtrie  reports  English  building 
fort  on ; Loups  report  fort  on,  to  be 
garrisoned  with  300  men  during  win- 
ter, 140 ; arrival  of  English  forces  at 
fort  on,  141  ; English  build  bateaux 
at  fort  on,  142 ; navigability  of,  148 ; 
English  cut  ditch  fifty  feet  wide  at 
point  of,  1760,  168. 

Montcalm,  Louis  Joseph,  Marquis  de, 
Vaudreuil  to  inform  concerning  mili- 
tary plans,  1759,  154;  letter  to  Mar- 
shal de  Belle  Isle,  April  12,  1759, 
about  desperate  situation  of  New 
France,  154-6. 

Montcourt,  M.,  Cadet,  leads  raid  in 
Pennsylvania,  1757,  100. 

Montisambert,  M.  de,  raids  Pennsyl- 
vania settlements,  captures  fort,  prob- 
ably Fort  McCord,  1756,  94;  leads 
unsuccessful  raid,  falls  ill,  1757,  100; 
stationed  at  Kuskuski,  1758-1759,  re- 
ports English  attempts  to  win  over 
Indians,  131,  134. 

Montmidy,  M.  de,  raids  Pennsylvania 
settlements,  99. 

Montour,  Andrew,  returns  from  Ohio, 
Feb.  20,  1754,  32. 

Montreal,  Council  of  Indians  at,  1732,  1 ; 
4;  12;  13;  Longueuil’s  expedition 
leaves,  June  1739,  14,  16;  Shawnees 
arrive  at,  July  21,  1739,  18;  Marin’s 
expedition  to  Ohio  Valley  leaves, 
1753,  37 ; flour  and  kettles  received 
at,  1752,  39;  Coflien  sent  with  French 
detachment  to,  Jan.  1753,  45;  53;  Du- 
quesne orders  dissatisfied  officers  re- 
turned to,  1753,  54 ; 62 ; 67 ; money 
paid  to  poor  of,  whose  homes  were 
burned,  70;  80;  half  of  French  troops 
return  to,  1754,  84;  86;  90;  Duquesne 
restricts  liquor  traffic  at,  1755,  92; 
93;  98;  104;  108;  109;  111;  112; 
113;  115;  reinforcements  from,  ex- 
pected at  Fort  Machault,  116;  pris- 
oners sent  to,  117;  Vaudreuil  sur- 
renders, to  English,  1760,  126;  131; 
138;  139;  154;  167;  supplies  expected 
from  England  by  way  of  Quebec  and, 
1761,  228. 

Montresor,  Capt.  John,  Journal  of,  giv- 
ing account  of  Bradstreet’s  expedition 
and  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at 
Presque  Isle,  Aug.  1764,  277-9. 
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Morris,  Gov.  Robert  Hunter,  addresses 
Pa.  assembly  about  state  of  frontiers 
of  Pa.  and  neighboring  provinces,  Oct. 
15,  1754,  35. 

Morville,  Cadet,  on  Longueuil's  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  15. 

Muskingum  River,  English  trading 
posts  on,  29 ; English  plan  surprise 
attack  on  Indians  of  Scioto  and,  1763, 
268;  Johnson  advises  Bouquet  about 
attack  on,  1764,  273-4;  Bouquet  in- 
vades country  of,  1764,  275,  286. 

Naire,  Le,  see  Ligneris. 

Necessity  [Necessite],  Fort,  see  Fort 
Necessity. 

Nelson,  270. 

Neverville,  Chevalier  de,  reportedly 
killed  at  Niagara,  1759,  165. 

New  England,  26. 

New  Jersey  [New  Gersey],  108. 

Newman,  Capt.,  gives  news  of  Indian 
attack  on  Detroit,  May  1763,  249. 

New  Orleans,  22. 

New  York  [New  Yorck],  71,  108,  148, 
257,  263,  270,  271,  285,  287. 

Niagara,  Fort,  see  Fort  Niagara. 

Niagara  Portage,  Contrecoeur’s  efficient 
supervision  of,  1753,  57 ; Iroquois  In- 
dians near,  1754,  63;  horses  sent  to, 
1755,  66;  Lee  uses,  1759,  171. 

Niagara  River,  Erie  Indians  extend  to, 
1 ; rapids  of,  53. 

Nicholson,  Noll  (?),  Indian  trader, 
seized  by  French  Indians,  32. 

Nipissing  [Nepissing,  Nepissingues]  In- 
dians, on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
15;  set  out  from  Canada,  1755,  66; 
ordered  to  Niagara  to  prevent  an 
English  attack  there,  1755,  66-7. 

Noaillet,  Sieur  de,  official  of  Louisiana, 

^1739,  21.  _ 

Noble,  Major,  defeated  at  Minas,  Feb. 
1747,  44. 

Nontague,  see  Onondaga  Indians. 

Normanville,  M.  de,  leads  raids  on  Po- 
tomac settlements,  1757,  98-9;  ar- 
rives at  Fort  Duquesne  with  scalps 
May  1757,  100;  leads  raids  in  Vir- 
ginia, 1758,  113. 

North  America,  283,  290. 

Northampton,  attacks  made  by  savages 
in  country  of,  1757,  100. 

North  Mountains,  Campbell  stationed  in 
passes  of,  to  ambush  enemy,  124. 

Noue,  Tomas  de  la,  Cadet  a I’Aiguil- 
lette,  on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
14. 


Noyelle,  Sieur  de,  commander  at  De- 
troit, 1739,  13,  22. 

Ohio,  257. 

Ohio  Company,  French  expedition  into 
Ohio  Valley  threatens  interests  of,  71. 

Ohio  River  [Belle  Riviere,  Beautiful 
River,  Riviere  d’Oyo]  [In  the  usage 
of  that  time,  it  included  the  Allegheny 
River],  La  Salle’s  supposed  discovery 
of,  basis  for  French  claim  to  region, 
1 ; De  Lery’s  survey  of,  1739,  2 ; Eng- 
lish trading  posts  on,  by  1750,  2; 
French  maintain  claim  to,  2 ; Shaw- 
nees  settle  near,  1728,  3-4;  Joncaire 
reports  that  Shawnees  are  settling  be- 
low French  Creek  on,  1732,  5-6;  9; 
Longueuil  to  go  by  way  of,  1739,  12; 
Longueuil  makes  portage  to,  16;  In- 
dians to  join  Longueuil  on,  17 ; French 
urge  Indians  to  drive  English  from, 
1744,  23 ; English  traders  taken  pris- 
oner on,  1745,  23-4;  Celoron’s  plate 
claims  possession  of,  1749,  24-5;  La 
Jonquiere  stresses  importance  of,  as 
route  to  Louisiana,  26-7  ■ La  Galis- 
soniere  states  need  for  French  posts 
on,  27-9;  English  traders  encouraged 
by  tribes  of,  29 ; English  influence  on 
tribes  of,  30 ; Indians  urge  English 
to  build  forts  on,  30-31 ; Governor 
warns  Pa.  Assembly  of  French  ex- 
pedition to,  31-2;  Pa.  traders  taken 
prisoner  on,  32 ; Albany  Congress 
declares  that  lands  on,  belong  to  Six 
Nations  under  English  protection,  34; 
Duquesne  sends  expedition  to,  1753, 
37;  38;  39;  differences  of  opinion  in 
Canada  as  to  ownership  of,  40 ; boats 
to  be  prepared  at  Chautauqua  for  des- 
cent of,  41 ; Coffen  enlists  on  expedi- 
tion to,  44-5 ; Chautauqua  Lake’s 
outlet  too  shallow  to  carry  loaded 
boats  to,  45;  Venango  at  junction  of 
French  Creek  and,  46;  Joncaire  sent 
to  Indians  of,  to  win  them  over,  48 ; 
50 ; Iroquois  refuse  to  oppose  French 
on,  50-51 ; Indians  of,  assist  French, 
51-2;  Le  Boeuf  portage  hinders 
French  advance  to,  52;  54;  Duquesne 
expects  Marin  and  Pean  have  reached, 
Oct.  1753,  55;  St.  Pierre  replaces 
Marin  in  command  of,  59;  180  piro- 
gues ready  to  enter,  1753,  59;  61; 
illness  among  troops  and  shallowness 
of  French  Creek  prevents  Marin  from 
reaching,  62-3 ; Duquesne  reports  on 
garrisons  and  troop  movements  on, 
June  25,  1755,  64-7 ; expenses  of  garri- 
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sons  on,  69-70 ; English  efforts  to  hold 
the,  71-2;  French  expedition  to,  passes 
Oswego,  May  14,  1753,  72-3 ; Indian 
traders  inform  Governor  of  Pa.  about 
French  expedition  to,  1753,  74-6;  Din- 
widdle claims  lands  on,  Oct.  31,  1753, 
76-7 ; St.  Pierre  denies  English  claim 
to  lands  on,  Dec.  15,  1753,  77-8; 
French  to  build  stone  fort  on,  80 ; 
English  defeated  in  attempt  to  invade 
country  of,  July  1754,  80-81 ; Du- 
quesne  says  that  the  French  were  the 
first  to  build  a fort  on,  82-3 ; situation 
on,  requires  a third  French  expedition, 

1754,  84-5;  Contrecoeur’s  services  on, 
1754-1755,  85-6;  De  Lancey’s  pro- 
posed plan  of  campaign  for,  86-7 ; 
Shawnees  of,  make  raid  in  Virginia, 

1755,  89;  Duquesne’s  memoir  about, 
90-92;  Fort  Machault  at  junction  of 
French  Creek  with,  90-91 ; waste  in 
campaigns  on,  91 ; friendly  Delawares 
to  move  near  French  on,  1756,  95 ; 97 ; 
98;  English  make  effort  to  win  over 
tribes  of,  102 ; French  to  strengthen 
defense  of,  102-3;  difficulty  of  pro- 
visioning posts  on,  103-4;  English  plan 
attack  on,  1757,  105;  106  _;  French 
activities  on,  1758,  109;  Jesuit  mission 
on,  109-10;  object  of  English  expedi- 
tion, 1758,  111  ; French  try  to  main- 
tain friendship  of  Delawares  of,  1758, 
114;  Vaudreuil  provides  for  security 
of,  114-15;  French  use,  for  provision- 
ing Fort  Duquesne,  116;  118;  French 
fort  at  junction  of  French  Creek  and, 
120;  Indian  castle  at  junction  of 
Brokenstraw  Creek  and,  120;  124; 
Vaudreuil  reports  bad  news  from,  Jan. 
20,  1759,  126-31;  importance  of,  130; 
Indians  urge  French  to  abandon,  131 ; 
tribes  of,  make  peace  with  English, 
132;  Ligneris  to  maintain  friendship  of 
Indians  of,  and  to  send  scouts  along, 
1759,  133;  Vaudreuil  reports  news 
from,  138-9;  importance  of  Fort 
Machault  as  holding,  139;  Indians 
wish  there  were  neither  French  nor 
English  on,  140;  French  negotiate 
with  Indians  on,  141-3;  location  of 
Fort  Machault  on,  146;  French  to  at- 
tack Fort  Pitt  when  ice  thaws  in, 
1759,  147 ; full  of  ice  at  Pittsburgh, 
1759,  148;  clear  of  ice  at  Venango, 
152;  Ligneris’  objectives  on,  153; 
French  traders  on,  make  huge  for- 
tunes, 155;  French  abandon  posts  on, 
Aug.  1759,  165-7 ; navigability  of. 


170;  Lee  descends,  to  Fort  Pitt,  173; 
202 ; Bouquet  proposes  search  for  new 
route  to  the,  1761,  224;  269;  Gage 
says  that  Pa.  and  Virginia  have  no 
claim  to,  271 ; 273 ; 274 ; tribes  be- 
tween, and  Lake  Erie  still  hostile  to 
English,  1764,  275;  290-91;  see  also 
Allegheny  River. 

Oka  [Scenondidi]  Indians,  French  hire 
as  hunters,  not  to  fight  English,  1753, 
73. 

Onas,  Indian  name  for  Governor  of  Pa., 
76. 

Oneida  [Oneydos,  Onnoyotes]  Indians, 
attend  council  at  Fort  Pitt,  Dec.  1758, 
135 ; report  burning  of  Fort  Venango, 
1763,  244,  255;  report  enemy  Indians 
lying  in  ambush  at  Chautauqua,  Aug. 
11,  1764,  278;  deputy  leaves  Presque 
Isle  with  Bradstreet’s  peace  dispatches, 
Aug.  16,  1764,  279;  see  also  Iroquois 
Indians. 

Onondaga  Town,  Conrad  Weiser  sent 
to,  by  governor  of  Penna.,  1753,  32; 
two  Indians  from  councils  at,  warn 
Mingoes  of  coming  French  attack,  74; 
Senecas  declare  intentions  against 
English  at,  1763,  256. 

Onondaga  [Onendaga,  Onondago,  Non- 
tague]  Indians,  killed  by  English  near 
Cumberland,  1756,  93;  remain  loyal 
to  English,  1763,  255-6;  report  enemy 
Indians  lying  in  ambush  at  Chau- 
tauqua, Aug.  11,  1764,  278;  deputy 
leaves  Presque  Isle  with  Bradstreet’s 
peace  dispatches,  Aug.  16,  1764,  279; 
see  also  Iroquois  Indians. 

Onongongua  Indians,  see  Abenaki  In- 
dians. 

Ontario,  Fort,  see  Fort  Oswego. 

Ontario,  Lake,  Longueuil’s  expedition 
to  follow  south  shore  of,  1739,  17; 
45;  71. 

Orange  [Albany,  N.  Y.  ?],  83;  English 
slaughter  three  Loups  from  village 
near,  1756,  95. 

Oroondok  Indians,  see  Adirondack  In- 
dians. 

Oswegatchie  [Swegatsy],  Iroquois  of, 
return  to  their  home  villages,  73. 

Oswego  [Chouaguen],  Fort,  see  Fort 
Oswego. 

Ottawa  [Outaouac,  OutaSac,  OutaSais, 
Tawa,  Taway,  etc.]  Indians,  invited 
by  Senecas  to  join  in  attack  upon 
Hurons,  1732,  7 ; presents  carried  to, 
at  Detroit,  by  Douville,  1739,  22 ; or- 
dered by  Beauharnois  to  help  drive 
English  from  Ohio  country,  1744,  23; 
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Ottawa,  continued. 

enter  general  alliance  with  other 
tribes,  1748,  29-30;  join  in  raid  on 
English  frontier,  1757,  99;  agree  to 
join  French  at  Presque  Isle  and  go 
to  war,  1759,  150;  scalp  two  High- 
landers from  Fort  Pitt,  1759,  163; 
Bouquet  keeps,  for  scouting  services, 
1761,  193;  take  up  arms  against  Eng- 
lish, 1763,  246;  attack  Presque  Isle, 

1763,  248;  compel  Hurons  to  take  up 
arms  against  Detroit,  1763,  252;  Mo- 
hawk express  tells  of  destruction  of 
six  forts  by,  1763,  256;  Presque  Isle 
held  by,  1763,  267 ; see  also  Pontiac, 
under  Indian  Chiefs. 

Ouabache,  Riviere  d’,  see  Wabash  River. 

Ouiatanon  Indians,  see  Weas. 

Ourry,  Capt.  Lewis,  letter  from  Bou- 
quet, July  4,  1763,  condemning  Chris- 
tie’s actions  at  Presque  Isle,  261  ; 
Col.  Robertson  to  settle  account  of, 

1764,  270. 

Outagami  Indians,  see  Fox  Indians. 

Owendot  Indians,  see  Huron  Indians. 

Paille  Coupee,  see  Buckaloons. 

Painter,  Edward,  deserts  at  Fort  Ve- 
nango, July  9,  1761,  221. 

Paris,  France,  31. 

Patten  [Pattin],  John,  Indian  trader, 
seized  by  French  at  Fort  Miami,  taken 
to  France,  released,  1750,  31 ; returns 
from  Ohio,  Feb.  20,  1754,  32. 

Patterson,  Capt.,  sent  with  Hutchins  to 
explore  Venango  Trail,  1759,  169;  in 
charge  of  pack  horses  on  Presque  Isle 
expedition,  180;  to  take  drivers  back 
to  Fort  Pitt,  July  1760,  184;  Bouquet 
recommends,  to  Monckton,  185 ; Carre 
denies  knowledge  of  mistreatment  of 
Indians  by,  1761,  230;  left  canoe  at 
Venango  for  use  of  garrison,  238  _;  gun 
stolen  from,  by  a Mingo  warrior  is  re- 
covered, Sept.  19,  1762,  242. 

Pauly,  Ensign,  commander  at  Sandusky 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  1763, 
245. 

Paxton,  William,  deserts  at  Venango, 
July  13,  1761,  222. 

Pean,  Major  Michel,  appointed  second 
in  command  of  Ohio  expedition,  1753, 
37 ; Duquesne  asks  for  Cross  of  St. 
Louis  for,  38 ; a very  capable  officer, 
42 ; wagon  road  cut  by,  on  Chautauqua 
portage  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake 
Chautauqua,  Oct.  1753,  48;  Duquesne 
praises,  53 ; rear  guard  commander. 


left  Niagara  for  Presque  Isle,  Sept. 

6,  1753,  to  join  Marin  at  Le  Boeuf, 
54-5 ; Duquesne’s  estimate  of,  56 ; in- 
forms Duquesne  of  illness  of  Marin, 
1753,  58;  ready  to  enter  Ohio  River, 
but  size  of  his  detachment  reduced  be- 
cause of  scurvy,  Oct.  1753,  59;  Du- 
quesne’s faith  in  ability  of,  59-60 ; 
Le  Mercier  to  join,  at  Presque  Isle, 
81  ; to  make  tour  by  way  of  Detroit 
and  Michiliniakinac,  81. 

Peebles,  Mr.,  a volunteer,  wounded  at 
Bushy  Run,  Aug.  5,  1763,  264. 

Penn,  John,  Governor  of  Pa.,  receives 
letter  from  Bradstreet  announcing  end 
of  Indian  war,  1764,  275;  letter  from 
Bradstreet,  Aug.  14,  1764,  with  copy 
of  treaty  with  Indians,  279-83 ; letter 
from  Bouquet,  Aug.  27,  1764,  con- 
demning Bradstreet’s  treaty,  285 ; let- 
ter from  Bouquet,  Nov.  15,  1764,  giv- 
ing terms  of  peace  with  Indians, 
289-90. 

Pennsylvania  [Pensilvania],  colonial 
government  of,  does  little  to  help 
traders,  2 ; loses  advantage  gained  by 
enterprise  of  traders,  3 ; refuses  to 
assist  Virginia  in  dispute  with  French, 
1753,  31  ; Governor  of,  informs  As- 
sembly of  intended  French  invasion. 
May  22,  1752,  31-2;  Assembly  of, 
grants  money  for  presents  to  Indians, 
32 ; Governor  of,  informs  Assembly 
concerning  Indian  affairs,  32 ; Gov- 
ernor of,  transmits  instructions  from 
Lord  Holderness  to  Assembly,  re- 
garding resistance  to  French,  Feb.  14, 

1753,  32;  Assembly  of,  declares  that 
boundaries  of  State  are  not  clearly 
defined,  March  8,  1754,  33;  Assembly 
and  Governor  of,  quarrel  over  ap- 
propriation for  defense,  April-Dee. 

1754,  33-6;  Governor  of,  informs  As- 
sembly of  French  seizure  of  Trent’s 
fort,  33-4 ; Governor  of,  informs  As- 
sembly of  Indian  affairs  and  results 
of  Albany  Congress,  34 ; Governor  of, 
vetoes  bill  for  issuing  35,000  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit,  35 ; Morris  replaces 
Hamilton  as  Governor  of,  1754,  35; 
Governor  of,  informs  Assembly  of 
danger  from  the  French,  35-6;  As- 
sembly of,  resolves  that  the  Indians 
are  friendly  to,  36;  Governor  of,  in- 
formed of  French  advance  to  “Heads 
of  the  Ohio,”  May  25,  1753,  71,  74-6; 
Indians  raid  frontier  settlements  of, 
88;  Indian  raids  burn  many  settle- 
ments in,  1756,  94;  French  hear  that, 
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is  raising  troops,  1756,  97 ; Montmidy 
returns  from  raid  on  frontiers  of,  1757, 
99;  Senecas  and  Cayugas  raid  North- 
ampton county,  1757,  100;  Mont- 
court  and  others  raid,  1757,  100; 
French  hear  that  high  taxes  have  been 
levied  in,  1757,  101 ; Ligneris  sends 
scouts  toward,  1757,  102 ; Delawares 
bring  German  prisoner  from  Bethle- 
hem to  Niagara,  1757,  105 ; La 

Chauvignerie  sends  out  raid  to,  1757, 
105 ; Fort  Augusta  located  on  fron- 
tier of,  107 ; French  of  Illinois  de- 
tachment raid,  1758,  109;  settlers  of, 
flee  in  terror,  109-10;  government  of, 
seeks  peace  with  the  Delawares,  110; 
William  Allen,  Chief  Justice  of,  ex- 
amines La  Chauvignerie,  115-19;  Fort 
Pitt  receives  supplies  from,  Feb.  1759, 
148;  troops  from,  at  Fort  Pitt,  1759, 
162 ; Neverville  raids  frontiers  of, 
165;  205;  lack  of  militia  law  in,  pre- 
vents raising  troops  quickly,  1763, 
259 ; Bouquet  orders  Governor  of,  to 
take  precautionary  measures  against 
Indians,  259-60 ; Assembly  of,  269 ; 
Gage  hears  that,  has  no  claim  by 
charter  up  to  the  Ohio,  1764,  271 ; 
Governor  of,  to  publish  news  of  sus- 
pension of  arms  with  Indians,  Nov. 
1764,  289.  See  also  the  Governors,  by 
name : George  Thomas,  James  Hamil- 
ton, Robert  Hunter  Morris,  William 
Denny,  John  Penn. 

Pennsylvania,  Northwestern,  discovery 
of,  1-2 ; Longueuil’s  expedition  through, 
1739,  2;  English  traders  in,  by  1750, 
2;  Celoron’s  expedition  through,  1749, 
2;  Marin’s  expedition  to,  1753,  37; 
an  important  objective  of  English 
campaigns,  72  ; starting-point  of  many 
raids  on  English  frontiers,  88;  French 
retire  to,  Nov.  1758,  125;  important 
as  threat  to  English  at  Fort  Pitt, 
1759,  125;  French  from,  defeated  in 
attempt  to  relieve  Fort  Niagara,  126 ; 
French  abandon,  126 ; English  delay 
occupation  of,  until  1760,  169;  Eng- 
lish use  of  route  through,  1759,  169; 
Bouquet’s  expedition  to,  July  1760, 
169;  Bouquet  builds  forts  in,  183;  life 
in  the  English  forts  of,  1761,  203-4; 
in  1762,  232 ; forts  in,  captured  by 
Indians,  June  1763,  244;  English  plan 
to  recover,  257 ; Bradstreet’s  expedi- 
tion in,  275. 

Pennsylvanians,  or  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment, under  Armstrong,  destroy  Kit- 
tanning, Sept.  1756,  88,  118-19;  not 


at  Fort  Pitt  in  time  to  accompany 
Bouquet  to  Presque  Isle,  174;  Mercer 
leads,  to  Presque  Isle,  179 ; arrive 
at  Presque  Isle,  July  18,  1760,  183, 
186 ; used  as  escort  from  Venango, 
194;  sent  to  Fort  Pitt,  Nov.  1760, 
197 ; 235. 

Perkins,  Lieut.,  expected  at  New  York 
from  Mobile,  May  1764,  272. 

Perry,  Ensign,  of  Queen’s  Royal  Ameri- 
can Rangers,  member  of  tbe  court  of 
inquiry  into  the  taking  of  Fort  Presque 
Isle,  1763,  250. 

Peters,  Richard,  Bouquet  writes  from 
Presque  Isle  to,  July  20,  1760,  187. 

Philadelphia,  report  of  troops  assembled 
at,  in  preparation  to  attack  Fort  Du- 
quesne,  1757,  102;  council  of  Loups 
held  at,  1757,  106;  201;  202;  253; 
soldiers  guard  Indians  at,  1764,  268; 
270. 

Phister,  engineer  officer,  to  send  plan 
of  Niagara  Falls  to  Bouquet,  1764, 
276. 

Piankashaw  [Piankkishaw]  Indians, 
enter  general  alliance  with  other 
tribes,  1748,  29-30. 

Piet  [Pickawillanee]  Indians,  enter  gen- 
eral alliance  with  other  tribes,  1748, 
29-30. 

Pine  Creek,  council  of  Indians  and  Eng- 
lish traders  at,  1758,  74-6. 

Pitcher,  James,  letter  to  Bouquet,  July 
26,  1762,  reporting  encounter  with 
Indians  en  route  to  Presque  Isle  from 
Fort  Pitt,  236-7 ; stopped  by  Mingoes 
near  Venango;  surprised  by  lack  of 
hinges  on  gate  at  Venango,  1762,  238. 

Pitt,  Fort,  see  Fort  Pitt. 

Pittsburgh,  see  Fort  Pitt. 

Plains  of  Abraham,  Wolfe  captures 
Quebec  by  victory  on,  1759,  126. 

Point  Gratiot,  Bear  Point,  Capt.  Lee 
reaches.  Sept.  23,  1759,  in  journey 
from  Niagara  to  Pittsburgh,  171. 

Pollock,  Mr.,  201. 

Pontiac,  see  Indian  Chiefs. 

Portneuf,  Ensign  en  second,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Portneuf,  Chevalier  de,  ready  to  sup- 
ply Macarty’s  convoy  with  boats, 

1759,  129;  sends  speech  to  Shawnees, 

1760,  167. 

Postlewaite  [Purslewaite],  Private,  ac- 
companies McKintosh  from  Presque 
Isle  to  Pitt,  May  1761,  212;  has  sore 
finger.  Price  asks  that  he  be  sent  to 
Pitt  from  Le  Boeuf,  Oct.  31,  1762, 
242-3. 
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Potawatami  [Pontouatami,  Pouteoua- 
tami]  Indians,  promise  Beauharnois 
to  help  drive  English  from  Ohio 
River,  1744,  23;  Dumas  negotiates 
peace  between  Illinois  and,  1756,  96; 
party  of,  returns  with  scalps  and 
prisoner,  99. 

Potomac  [Potowmak]  River,  Roche- 
blave  takes  prisoner  on  banks  of, 
1756,  99 ; Normanville  takes  prison- 
ers in  settlements  on,  99 ; Sieur  de 
Chevigny  leads  raid  on,  1757,  105 ; 
raid  on,  1758,  109;  Gage  is  informed 
that  Va.  does  not  go  beyond  head  of 
the,  1764,  271. 

Pouchot  [Pauchot],  Capt.  Francois, 
commander  at  Niagara,  receives  re- 
port on  English  forts  from  Loups  of 
Theoga,  1757,  104;  receives  prisoner 
and  scalps  at  Niagara  from  Loup  In- 
dians, 1757,  105;  strengthens  Fort 
Niagara,  117;  Vaudreuil  sends  orders 
to,  1759,  139,  142;  to  reinforce  Lig- 
neris  if  Niagara  is  not  threatened, 
143. 

Presque  Isle  [“peninsula”],  Le  Mercier 
“discovers,”  1753,  45;  French  build 
fort  at,  45-6 ; reasons  for  selection  of, 
as  fort  site,  49 ; harbor  of,  referred 
to  by  Duquesne  as  “the  finest  spot 
in  nature,”  53 ; waste  and  disorder  at 
carrying  place  of,  1755,  91 ; quality 
of  land  at,  92 ; Mercer  discusses  send- 
ing troops  to  Niagara  by  way  of, 
1759,  169-70;  Lee  visits.  Sept.  25-26, 
1759,  171-2;  Bouquet  ordered  to  es- 
tablish post  at,  July  6,  1760,  173-5; 
blockhouse  built  on  neck  of,  1760, 
183 ; cattle  to  be  transferred  to,  for 
grazing,  185;  Bouquet  sends  party  to 
reconnoiter,  187 ; skirmish  on,  187 ; 
sergeant  and  twelve  men  to  garrison 
post  on,  187;  men  left  at  post  on; 
Bouquet  visits  post  on,  188;  Bouquet 
sends  reconnoitering  party  to ; re- 
ports skirmish  with  enemy  on,  188-9; 
Bouquet  builds  redoubt  and  pen  op- 
posite fort,  on ; garrison  in  defence  of 
fort  on ; timber  on,  unfit  for  whale 
boats,  189 ; flood  carries  away  block- 
house on  neck  of,  193 ; see  Fort 
Presque  Isle. 

Presque  Isle  Portage,  Seneca  Indian 
intends  to  settle  on,  1732,  11 ; French 
cut  wagon  road,  1753,  46;  Marin  re- 
ports, Aug.  3,  1753,  that  road  is 
finished,  with  a storehouse  half  way 
to  Le  Boeuf,  51 ; French  deserters  re- 


port that  part  of,  is  very  swampy, 
1754,  80;  difficulties  on,  90-91;  La 
Chauvignerie  reports  number  of  men 
on,  116;  attack  on  Indians  carrying 
goods  over,  1758,  123;  Bull  reports 
that,  is  low  and  swampy  and  bridged 
almost  the  entire  distance,  1759,  153; 
English  use,  in  1759,  169;  Mercer 
describes,  as  almost  one  continued 
bridge,  170;  Lee’s  journey  over,  172; 
Bouquet’s  march  over,  178-9;  Bouquet 
asks  Gladwin  to  repair  bridges  on, 
181;  Bouquet  describes,  183-4;  Eng- 
lish discover  that  French  had  cut  a 
new  road,  193. 

Prevost,  Lieut.,  272. 

Price,  Ensign  George,  relieves  Guy  at 
Le  Boeuf,  Oct.  1762,  232 ; letter  to 
Bouquet,  Oct.  31,  1762,  about  trip  to 
Le  Boeuf  and  things  needed  there, 
242-3 ; arrives  at  Fort  Pitt,  June  26, 
1763,  248;  letter  to  Bouquet,  June 
26,  1763,  giving  news  of  attack  on 
Detroit,  and  reporting  retreat  from 
Fort  Le  Boeuf,  249-50;  criticized  by 
Bouquet  for  going  to  Venango  in- 
stead of  Presque  Isle,  260. 

Quakers  [Coakers],  send  belts  to  coun- 
cil at  Pittsburgh,  1758,  137. 

Quebec  [Quebeck],  3,  4,  6,  18,  19,  22, 
24,  26;  captured  English  traders  sent 
to,  32 ; 39 ; Bigot  foresees  food  short- 
age at,  1752,  43;  Coffen  at,  1752,  44; 
Coffen  sails  two  years  in  French  serv- 
ice between  Rimouski  and,  44;  famine 
at,  52;  55,  58,  60,  63,  64,  83,  85,  92; 
Wolfe’s  victory  at,  1759,  126;  tre- 
mendous expenses  at,  155;  Gates  re- 
ports safety  of,  1760,  179;  supplies 
from  England  expected  by  way  of, 
1761,  228. 

Queret,  Rev.  M.,  missionary  to  Indians 
of  Lake  of  Two  Mountains,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  15. 

Quicapoux,  see  Kickapoo  Indians. 

Quindre,  Sieur  de,  party  commanded  by, 
kills  three  Englishmen  at  mouth  of 
Chenondas,  1760,  168. 

Rangers,  253 ; take  Indian  scalps  at 
Bushy  Run,  Aug.  6,  1763,  266. 

Ratzer,  engineer  officer,  to  send  plan  of 
Niagara  Falls  to  Bouquet,  1764,  276. 

Raymond,  Capt.  de,  to  receive  Cross  of 
St.  Louis,  1753,  55-6. 

Raystown  [Restong],  Ligneris  to  recon- 
noiter communications  between  Loyal- 
hanna  and,  133 ; see  Fort  Bedford. 
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Reid,  Col.  John,  Bouquet  praises  work 
of,  in  examination  of  accounts,  1764, 
270;  arrives  at  Ligonier,  to  proceed 
to  Pitt,  1764,  284. 

Renard,  see  Fox  Indians. 

Repentigny  [Derponteney],  Chevalier 
Le  Gardeur  de,  cadet  on  Longueuil’s 
expedition,  1739,  IS;  commands  gar- 
rison at  Presque  Isle,  1753,  46;  Du- 
quesne  intends  to  discipline,  for  in- 
subordination to  Marin,  61 ; Contre- 
coeur  retains,  at  Fort  Duquesne,  1754, 
84. 

Restigouche  [Octagouche],  Coffen  kept 
prisoner  at,  44. 

Richarville,  Sieur  Drouet  de.  Cadet  a 
I’Aiguillette,  Ensign  en  second,  ar- 
rives at  Montreal,  tells  of  Darta- 
guette’s  engagement  with  Chickasaws, 
1739,  12 ; useful  to  French,  13 ; on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14;  re- 
turns to  Louisiana  with  Longueuil’s 
expedition,  to  revenge  himself  on 
Chickasaws,  18. 

Richarville,  Sieur,  the  older,  18. 

Richarville,  sent  with  Saulteurs  to  raid 
near  Niagara,  killing  an  Englishman, 
1760,  167-8. 

Rigauville,  Sieur  de,  at  Detroit,  year’s 
salary  paid  to,  1755,  68. 

Rimouski,  Coffen  sailed  two  years  in 
French  service  between  Quebec  and, 
44. 

Riviere  au  Boeuf,  see  French  Creek. 

Riviere  d’Attigue,  see  French  Creek. 

Riviere  D’Oyo,  see  Ohio  River. 

Robertson,  Capt.,  useful  in  finishing 
fortifications  of  Pittsburgh,  1759,  147. 

Robertson,  Col.  James,  to  settle  accounts 
of  Capt.  Ourry  at  New  York,  1764, 
270. 

Robinson,  Capt.,  killed  by  Indians  at 
Detroit,  Alay  1763,  249. 

Robinson,  Sir  Thomas,  letter  to  gov- 
ernor of  Pa.  read  before  Assembly,  35. 

Rocheblave,  Sieur  de,  attacks  English 
fort  near  Fort  Cumberland,  1756,  94; 
arrives  with  prisoner  taken  on  Po- 
tomac, 1757,  99;  takes  prisoners  and 
scalps,  destroys  livestock,  1758,  109; 
reconnoiters  English  fortifications 
near  Fort  Cumberland,  110. 

Rocherey,  240. 

Rogers,  Major  Robert,  leads  expedition 
to  take  Detroit  from  French,  1760, 
195 ; asks  Stewart  to  send  escort  with 
ship  carpenters  to  Presque  Isle,  195; 


Stewart  refers  Bouquet  to,  for  occur- 
rences at  Pittsburgh,  196;  carries  let- 
ter to  Bouquet  from  Stewart,  196. 
Rowe,  Mr.,  boat  builder,  arrives  at 
Presque  Isle,  May  13,  1761,  209; 
needs  material  for  building  boats  at 
Presque  Isle,  June  1761,  211. 

Royal  Americans  [R.  A.],  detachments 
to  march  against  Venango,  1759,  162; 
Monckton  orders  detachment  to  march 
to  Presque  Isle,  174;  to  lose  no  time 
joining  Gladwin  at  Presque  Isle, 
175;  180;  181;  183;  186;  190;  Bou- 
quet sends  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Venango 
and  Le  Boeuf,  Jan.  1761,  203;  204. 

Sable,  River  au,  probably  Cattaraugus 
Creek,  Montresor  arrives  at,  Aug.  10, 
1764,  277. 

Sabrevois,  Lieut,  de,  on  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition, 1739,  14. 

St.  Blin  [Duverger,  Du  Virge,  Le  Sam- 
brain],  M.  Du  Verger  de.  Ensign 
en  pied,  salary  paid  to,  1755,  as  com- 
mander of  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  69;  takes 
scalps  and  prisoner  near  Fort  Cum- 
berland, 1757,  99;  success  of  raiding 
parties  sent  out  by,  1758,  113;  uncle 
of  La  Chauvignerie,  Jr.,  116;  152. 

St.  Francis,  village  of,  Indians  from, 
on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  15. 
St.  Frederic,  Fort,  see  Fort  St.  Fred- 
eric. 

St.  Jean,  Riviere,  huge  fortunes  being 
made  by  traders  on,  155. 

St.  Joseph,  Riviere,  Vaudreuil  plans  to 
supply  Ligneris  with  troops  from,  129. 
St.  Joseph,  village  of,  Indians  at,  to  aid 
Contrecoeur,  1755,  65. 

St.  Louis  River,  see  Mississippi  River. 
St.  Martin,  interpreter  at  Detroit,  year’s 
wages,  68. 

St.  Martin,  Sieur  de,  commander  at 
Chautauqua,  brigade  of,  sets  out  from 
Canada,  1755,  66. 

St.  Maiidet,  letters  from  France  arrive 
on  vessel,  1752,  39. 

St.  Ours,  Sieur  de.  Ensign  en  second, 
brigade  of,  sets  out  from  Canada, 
1755,  66;  reported  killed  by  English, 
June  5,  1757,  101 ; takes  scalps  in 
vicinity  of  Fort  Augusta,  1757,  105; 
sent  with  party  to  reconnoiter  near 
Fort  Augusta,  1757,  105. 

St.  Pierre,  island  in  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence, retained  by  French  in  final 
peace  treaty,  1763,  126. 
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St.  Pierre,  Jacques  Legardeur  de,  En- 
sign en  pied,  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  14;  32;  sent  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Ohio  River  and  its  de- 
pendencies, 58-9 ; Dinwiddie’s  letter 
to,  delivered  by  Washington,  71 ; let- 
ter from  Governor  Dinwiddie,  Oct.  31, 
1753,  protesting  French  encroachment, 
76-7 ; letter  to  Dinwiddie,  Dec.  15, 
1753,  denying  violation  of  English 
territory,  and  referring  question  to 
Duquesne,  77-8;  Contrecoeur  ordered 
to  Le  Boeuf  from  Niagara  to  replace, 
as  commandant,  80 ; Indians  deliver 
English  scalps  for  death  of,  1756,  94. 

St.  Sacrement,  Lake,  Lake  George, 
prisoners  from,  report  Loudoun  plan- 
ning to  attack  forts,  1756,  97. 

Salmon,  M.,  Intendant  of  Louisiana, 
1739,  22. 

Salt  Licks,  on  the  Mahoning  River, 
Ohio,  Delawares  report  five  white 
men  killed  at,  1763,  245. 

Salt  Springs,  village  on  Mahoning 
River  in  Ohio,  35  miles  from  Kus- 
kuski ; report  on  strength  of  French 
garrison  at,  147 ; condition  of  French 
at,  148;  Amherst  suggests  attack  on, 
149-50. 

Sandusky,  Delaware  from,  reports  to 
French,  110;  Indians  plot  to  seize 
traders’  goods  and  horses  at,  1761, 
216 ; Meyers,  with  men,  horses,  and 
supplies,  arrives  at,  1761,  224; 

Schlosser  sends  flour  from  Presque 
Isle  to,  1761,  228;  Schlosser  reports 
return  of  mechanics  from,  1762,  235; 
Delawares  report  killing  of  English 
at,  1763,  245;  Cuyler  reports  burning 
of,  1763,  253;  Mohawk  express  tells 
of  fall  of,  1763,  256;  Bouquet  pro- 
poses that  Bradstreet  destroy  Wyan- 
dots’  town  at,  1764,  269;  Bradstreet’s 
expedition  to,  of  great  value  to 
Bouquet,  June  1764,  273-4;  Indians 
from,  meet  Bradstreet,  278-9 ; all  pris- 
oners held  by  the  Indians  to  be  de- 
livered up  at,  1764,  281 ; minutes  of 
treaty  between  Bradstreet  and  Hu- 
rons  of,  Aug.  12,  1764,  280-83;  288. 

Sandusky  Bay,  Erie  Indians  extend 
to,  1. 

Sandy  [Lecomic]  Creek,  Bouquet  de- 
scribes land  in  vicinity  of,  1760,  177. 

Saulteur  [Saulteaux,  Sauteux,  Sau- 
teur]  Indians,  see  Chippewa  Indians. 

Saussaye,  de  la,  Ensign  en  pied,  killed 
by  English,  June  5,  1757,  101. 


Saussaye,  Sieur  de  la,  Philippe  Dag- 
neau  Douville  or  Alexandre  Dagneau 
Douville,  leads  Shawnees  to  Montreal, 
1739,  18;  instructed  to  bring  Chartier 
to  Montreal,  19 ; brings  news  of  ship- 
wreck, Oct.  5,  1739,  on  return  voyage 
from  Niagara ; brings  castaways  to 
Fort  Frontenac,  21 ; loss  from  ship- 
wreck, 22;  carries  presents  to  Otta- 
was  at  Detroit,  22 ; salary  paid  to,  as 
commander  of  Fort  Presque  Isle, 
1755,  69. 

Scenondidi,  see  Oka  Indians. 

Schlosser,  Capt.  J.,  arrives  at  Presque 
Isle,  Oct.  1761,  203 ; letter  to  Bouquet, 
Oct.  25,  1761,  announcing  arrival  at 
Presque  Isle,  and  reporting  shortage 
of  flour  and  need  of  building  repairs, 
227-8;  letter  to  Bouquet,  Dec.  24, 

1761,  asking  for  seed  and  nails,  231 ; 
replaced  by  Dow,  May  1762,  232 ; let- 
ter to  Bouquet,  Jan.  24,  1762,  report- 
ing shortage  in  pork,  cave-in  of  en- 
trenchment, and  lack  of  fresh  food, 
232-3 ; letter  to  Bouquet,  Feb.  24, 

1762,  reporting  repairs  at  the  fort, 
need  of  bateaux,  and  lack  of  food, 
234-6 ; recovers  canoe  which  drifted 
from  Venango,  238. 

Schlosser,  Fort,  see  Fort  Schlosser. 

Scioto  Country,  or  Plains,  158;  Gage 
orders  Bouquet  to  attack,  1764,  257 ; 
Bradstreet  concludes  peace  treaty  with 
Indians  of,  Aug.  12,  1764,  278,  279-83. 

Scioto  [Siotas]  River,  English  trading 
posts  on,  29;  “The  Beaver”  report- 
edly going  to  the  Forks  of,  1759,  153; 
women  and  children  from  Detroit  to 
be  removed  to  head  of,  1759,  164; 
English  plan  surprise  attack  on  In- 
dians on,  1763,  268;  Bouquet  dis- 
cusses attack  on  towns  of,  l764,  269; 
Johnson’s  advice  regarding  expedition 
to,  273-4. 

Scioto  [Sonioto,  Sonnioto,  Sonhioto], 
Indian  town,  27 ; French  propose  to 
build  a fort  at,  1752,  41 ; Hertel  re- 
mains at,  1760,  167. 

Selle,  de,  cadet  on  Longueuil’s  expedi- 
tion, 1739,  15. 

Seneca  [Sonontouan,  Senaqui,  Son- 
ont8an,  Saunontouan]  Indians,  ar- 
range for  settlement  of  portage  of 
Riviere  au  Boeuf,  1 ; seek  alliance 
with  Ottawas  for  attack  upon  Hu- 
rons,  6-7 ; delegate  at  Montreal  coun- 
cil agrees  to  Shawnee  settlement  on 
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the  Ohio,  1732,  10-11;  from  Ohio 
River,  assist  Marin,  51-2;  opposition 
from,  encountered  by  French  under 
Marin,  63;  parties  of,  raid  English, 
English  raiding  party  retaliates,  1757, 
99 ; raid  into  Northampton  county, 
100;  101;  105;  inform  Campbell  at 
Detroit  of  threatened  Indian  upris- 
ing, 1761,  216;  Gray  reports  Presque 
Isle  attacked  by,  1763,  248;  refuse  to 
attend  meeting  with  Johnson  at  Ger- 
man Flats,  1763,  255;  destroy  Fort 
Venango  and  massacre  garrison,  265 ; 
peace  concluded  with,  1764,  268;  John- 
son’s peace  with,  paves  way  for  Brad- 
street’s  expedition  to  the  Ohio,  1764, 
275;  see  also  Iroquois  Indians. 

Seneserques,  M.  de,  commander  of  bat- 
talion of  La  Sarre,  155. 

Seventeenth  Regiment,  loses  two  boats 
near  Buffalo  Creek,  Aug.  9,  1764,  277 ; 
soldier  of,  lost  or  deserted  at  Presque 
Isle,  Aug.  15,  1764,  279. 

Shamokin  [Chamakin,  Shamaking,  Ska- 
moken],  English  Fort  Augusta  located 
at,  1756,  88;  English  build  boats  on 
Riviere  de  Canestio  at,  1757,  105 ; 
Indians  raid  English  around,  105-6; 
route  to,  107;  Loups  established  near, 
107 ; French  interested  in  maintain- 
ing raiding  parties  near.  111  ; vicinity 
of,  practically  deserted,  112;  Hock- 
tattler  arrives  at,  1758,  119;  120;  121. 

Shawnee  [Cha8anon,  Chaouanon,  Chao- 
ouanon,  Shawanesse]  Indians,  arrange 
for  settlement  in  vicinity  of  French 
Creek,  1732,  1 ; number  of,  accept 
French  protection,  1728,  3;  settlement 
proposed  for,  25  leagues  from  Lake 
Erie,  4;  Joncaire  reports  Shawnee 
villages  established  on  Ohio  below 
Riviere  d’Atigue,  1731,  5;  villages  of, 
revisited  by  Joncaire,  1732,  6;  agree 
with  Hurons,  Miamis  and  Ouiatanons 
concerning  settlement,  5-6;  speech  at 
Montreal  council,  1732,  9 ; governor’s 
reply  to,  promising  French  protec- 
tion, 9-10;  Joncaire  to  return  to,  10; 
warned  against  trading  with  English, 
10;  Seneca  approves  new  settlement 
of,  10-11  ; arrival  of,  at  Montreal, 
July  21,  1739,  18;  Beauharnois’  efforts 
to  maintain  friendship  of,  19 ; capture 
eight  English  traders  along  Ohio 
River,  1745,  23;  move  to  prairie  of 
Mascoutins,  1745,  23;  move  to  Ohio 
River  because  of  food  shortage,  29 ; 


enter  general  alliance  of  scattered 
tribes,  1748,  29-30;  from  Ohio  River, 
assist  Alarin,  51-2;  of  Logstown,  too 
drunk  to  attend  council  called  by  Half 
King  at  Pine  Creek,  1753,  75;  several 
chiefs  of,  agree  with  Half  King’s 
policy,  76 ; attack  English  of  Va., 

1755,  89;  scalp  three  English  scouting 
near  Cumberland,  1756,  93;  Dumas 
sends  belt  to,  to  give  Tetes  Plattes, 

1756,  95;  Dumas  needs  to  understand 
attitude  of,  95 ; declare  allegiance  to 
French,  1756,  96;  make  peace  with 
Illinois  Indians,  96 ; 101 ; join  in  cap- 
ture of  Hocktattler,  1755,  119;  Ca- 
nadians and,  under  command  of  Cor- 
biere,  attack  English  near  Loyal- 
hanna,  Nov.  1758,  126-7 ; told  by 
Cayuga  chiefs  to  postpone  hostilities, 
132;  speeches  at  Pittsburgh  council 
to  be  repeated  to,  137 ; agree  to  fol- 
low Delawares’  example,  138;  beg 
Ligneris  to  evacuate  Machault  and 
retire  to  Presque  Isle  because  of  Eng- 
lish superiority,  140;  confirms  report 
that  French  received  provisions  and 
military  stores  at  Le  Boeuf,  1759,  147 ; 
expected  at  Venango,  July  1759,  159; 
spies  from  Presque  Isle  confirm 
former  intelligence,  165 ; Portneuf 
sends  speech  to,  1760,  167 ; English  re- 
fuse powder  to,  168;  Capt.  Lee  pro- 
vided with  provisions  by,  172;  Six 
Nations  plan  grand  council  at  little 
lake  with,  1761,  216;  Bouquet  outlines 
suggested  terms  for  peace  with,  1764, 
268-9 ; Bouquet  proposes  burning 
towns  of,  269 ; still  hostile  to  English, 
1764,  275;  deputies  meet  Bradstreet 
and  ask  for  peace,  Aug.  12,  1764,  278; 
two  deputies  of,  leave  for  Pittsburgh 
with  Bradstreet’s  dispatches  and  peace 
treaty,  Aug.  16,  1764,  279;  peace 
treaty  between  Bradstreet  and,  Aug. 
12,  1764,  280-83 ; Bouquet  doubts  sin- 
cerity of,  in  seeking  peace,  284; 
Bouquet  to  proceed  with  expedition 
against,  Aug.  27,  1764,  285 ; Gage 
disallows  Bradstreet’s  treaty  with, 
1764,  285-6;  McKee  well  acquainted 
with  towns  of,  287 ; caution  to  be  used 
in  giving  notice  of  annulled  treaty 
with,  287 ; other  tribes  notified  by 
Johnson  of  infidelity  of,  1764,  288; 
forced  by  Bouquet  to  accept  peace 
terms,  l764,  289;  Bouquet’s  procla- 
mation prohibits  trade  with,  until  per- 
manent peace  is  signed,  Nov.  1764, 
290-91. 
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Shenango  [Chinengue,  Chininque,  Chi- 
ningue],  French  propose  building  a 
fort  either  at,  or  at  Written  Rock, 
1752,  41 ; Duquesne  informed  by  Jon- 
caire  of  English  establishment  at, 

1758,  50;  59;  Chauvignerie  with 

thirty  men  in  fort  at,  Nov.  1753,  82-3 ; 
Loups  winter  at,  1757,  101 ; see  Logs- 
town. 

Shippensburg,  123. 

Shirley,  William,  Gov.  of  Mass.,  letter 
of,  stating  what  was  to  be  done  at 
Albany  laid  before  Pa.  Assembly, 
April  4,  1754,  33 ; rejects  Gov.  De 
Lancey’s  proposal  of  an  English  ad- 
vance against  Presque  Isle,  72;  letter 
to  Gov.  De  Lancey  of  New  York, 
June  1,  1755,  about  conference  at 
Alexandria,  86-7. 

Six  Nations,  see  Iroquois  Indians. 

Smallman,  Major  Thomas,  Stewart 
sends  letters  and  supplies  to  Bouquet 
by,  Aug.  1760,  190;  letter  to  Bouquet, 
Sept.  29,  1760,  reporting  discovery  of 
French  boatyard  with  lumber  at 
Le  Boeuf,  195. 

Smyth,  Edward,  commissary,  letter  to 
Bouquet,  March  30,  1765,  describing 
capitulation  of  Presque  Isle,  1763, 
253-4. 

Spanish  and  French  War,  see  King 
George’s  War. 

Stanwix,  General  John,  letter  from 
Croghan,  July  15,  1759,  157-60;  letter 
from  Mercer,  Aug.  20,  1759,  169-70; 
215;  Bouquet  little  acquainted  with, 

1759,  292. 

Stephens,  Capt.,  stopped  by  ice  at 
Custaloga’s  Town,  198;  ordered  back 
to  Venango  by  Stewart,  1760,  199. 

Stevens,  Golonel  Adam,  encamped  with 
troops  near  Fort  Loudoun,  1758,  122. 

Stewart,  Major  Robert,  begins  fort  at 
Venango  on  arrival,  Aug.  9,  1760,  183 ; 
letter  to  Col.  Henry  Bouquet,  Aug.  10, 

1760,  reporting  arrival  at  Venango, 

190;  not  yet  arrived  on  Aug.  8,  191; 
letter  to  Bouquet,  Oct.  23,  1760,  about 
forwarding  supplies,  195-6 ; letter  to 
Bouquet,  Nov.  10,  1760,  about  affairs 
at  Venango,  196-7 ; Buckner  to  re- 
ceive orders  from,  while  stationed  at 
Venango,  1760,  197-98;  letter  to 

Bouquet,  Dec.  20,  1760,  about  high 
water  and  conditions  which  hinder 
delivery  of  supplies,  198-201,  205. 

Stobo,  Captain  Robert,  English  hostage 
at  Fort  Duquesne,  83. 


Stoddart,  Benjamin,  not  yet  arrived  at 
Venango  by  canoe  from  Pittsburgh, 
1760,  180. 

Stony  Creek,  Indian  spies  from,  give 
report  of  approaching  English  army, 
1759,  159. 

Superior,  Lake,  7. 

Susquehanna  [Sasquhanna,  Zinantchain] 
River,  Conrad  Weiser  sent  to  Indians 
of,  1753,  34;  John  Harris,  keeper  of 
ferry  over  the,  at  Pextang,  74;  French 
and  Indians  raid  valley,  88 ; English 
fort  in  upper  part  of,  1757, 105 ; French 
and  Indians  raid  near,  105;  west 
branch  of,  called  Riviere  de  Canestio, 
105 ; English  build  boats  on,  105 ; 
west  branch  not  easily  navigated,  107 ; 
portage  between  Conewango  and  west 
branch,  107;  118;  Hocktattler’s  cap- 
tors  ascend  west  branch,  120 ; Hock- 
tattler,  escaping,  floats  on  raft  down 
west  branch,  121 ; 124;  Bouquet  urges 
search  for  route  from  Allegheny  River 
to  west  branch  of,  1761,  224-5 ; 288. 

Swiney,  Corporal,  Mather  reports  killed 
by  Indians,  Feb.  13,  1761,  206. 

Tawas  [Taways],  see  Ottawa  Indians. 

Tchadakoin  River,  outlet  of  Chautau- 
qua Lake,  Celoron’s  lead  plate  buried 
at  confluence  of  Ohio  River  and,  1749, 
24;  dryness  of,  in  summer,  1753,  63. 

Tetes  Plattes  Indians,  Dumas  urges  to 
come  to  Fort  Duquesne,  1756,  95 ; 
make  war  on  English,  1760,  167. 

Telmateneus,  see  Huron  Indians. 

Thomas,  George,  Gov.  of  Pa.,  32. 

Thursday  Island,  in  Niagara  River,  171. 

Ticonderoga,  see  Carillon. 

Tioga  [Theoga,  Chaamonaque]  Indian 
town  near  Athens,  Bradford  county, 
Delawares  from,  visit  Niagara,  1757, 
104;  Delawares  assemble  to  oppose 
English  at,  1757,  105;  106;  English 
oppose  French  intrigue  among  Dela- 
wares of,  106. 

Tionontati  [Chenundi]  Indians,  will  not 
fight  against  English,  French  hire,  to 
hunt,  73. 

Tonty  [Tonti],  Alphonse,  Sieur  de,  with 
Folles  Avoines,  1739,  22. 

Toronto  [Taranto],  Coffen  at,  1753,  45; 
Mississauga  Indians  join  French  ex- 
pedition at,  1755,  66;  orders  sent  to, 
to  assemble  Mississauga  Indians  and 
send  them  to  Niagara,  1759,  154. 

Traders’  Landing,  Montresor  encamped 
at,  Aug.  9,  1764,  277. 
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Traders,  English,  win  over  Shawnees 
and  other  tribes  of  Ohio  valley  by 
whiskey  and  their  cheaper  goods,  1 ; 
check  French  effort  to  control  valley 
by  influencing  Indians,  1-2;  have 
trading  posts  on  Lake  Erie  and  on 
the  Ohio  River  by  1750,  2;  threaten 
French  monopoly  of  the  western  fur 
trade,  and  undermine  French  claims, 
2;  Celoron  tries  to  drive  out,  1749,  2; 
Pennsylvania’s  policy  toward,  2 ; Penn- 
sylvania fails  to  follow  up  advan- 
tages gained  by,  2-3 ; have  not  reached 
Wabash  River,  1732,  5;  Ohio  Indians 
promise  French  not  to  receive,  1732, 
6 ; Beauharnois  warns  Shawnees  not 
to  trade  with,  1732,  10;  Indian  tribes 
ordered  to  drive  out,  1744,  23;  Shaw- 
nees attack,  on  Ohio  River,  1745,  23-4 ; 
Celoron  writes  to  Gov.  Hamilton  of 
Pa.,  to  explain  driving  away  of,  and 
to  ask  that  their  return  be  prohibited^ 
Aug.  6,  1749,  25-6;  La  Jonquiere 
states  that  French  traders  should  be 
sent  to  capture  trade  from,  1749,  27; 
Canadian  governors  fear  contraband 
trade  between  French  traders  and,  27, 
28 ; La  Galissoniere  states  danger  from 
presence  in  Ohio  valley  of,  28 ; in- 
crease trade  during  King  George’s 
War,  29 ; encouraged  by  Miamis  and 
other  tribes,  29 ; extent  of  trading 
posts,  29;  French  capture,  30;  cap- 
tured at  a Miami  village,  1752,  31 ; 
John  Patten  taken  prisoner,  1750,  and 
carried  to  France,  31 ; others  taken 
prisoner  and  carried  to  France,  32; 
Indian  Trade  Bill,  32;  33;  French 
seize,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania, 
37 ; Bigot  wishes  to  surprise  and 
seize,  but  fears  they  will  take  warn- 
ing, 42 ; French  seize  two,  near  Ve- 
nango, 1753,  46;  inform  Gov.  Hamil- 
ton of  French  invasion.  May  1753, 
71-6;  French  intend  to  expel,  72-3; 
council  with  Indians  at  Pine  Creek, 
75-6 ; Indians  plot  to  seize  goods  and 
horses  of,  at  Sandusky,  1761,  216; 
Patterson  and  other,  cautioned  not  to 
mistreat  Indians,  1761,  230;  Wilkie 
brings  rum  to  Fort  Venango,  1762, 
242;  killed  in  Indian  uprising,  1763, 
245-7 ; Fisher  and  wife  killed  near 
Detroit,  1763,  249;  forbidden  to  go  be- 
yond Fort  Niagara  and  Fort  Pitt, 
258-9 ; Bouquet  intends  to  avenge  mur- 
der of,  1764,  268;  Indians  to  repay 
losses  of,  according  to  Bouquet’s  pro- 


posed terms,  269 ; forbidden  to  trade 
with  Indians  until  final  peace  is  signed, 
290-91. 

Traders,  French,  extend  French  in- 
fluence, 1 ; compared  with  English 
traders,  2-3 ; lose  by  shipwreck  on 
Lake  Ontario,  22 ; La  Jonquiere 
stresses  need  of  trading  posts  on  Ohio, 
174,  27 ; Canadian  governors  fear 
contraband  trade  between  English 
traders  and,  27,  28;  come  to  Venango, 
May  1753,  as  spies,  76;  in  forts  from 
Presque  Isle  to  Duquesne,  buy  pelts 
from  Indians,  116;  make  huge  profits 
during  the  war,  155. 

Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  ends  King 
George’s  War,  1748,  2;  24-5;  con- 
cluded, Oct.  8,  1748,  30. 

Treaty  of  Logstown,  English  permitted 
by  Indians  at,  to  build  storehouses  on 
Ohio  River,  June  1752,  30-31. 

Treaty  of  Riswick,  24-5. 

Treaty  of  Utrecht,  24-5. 

Trent,  Capt.  William,  called  an  incom- 
petent commander,  31  ; builds  small 
fort  at  forks  of  Ohio,  1753,  31 ; Pa. 
Assembly  informed  of  surrender  of, 
to  French,  April  17,  1754,  33;  French 
capture  fort  built  by,  71  ; at  Pine 
Creek,  May  1753,  74;  represents  Vir- 
ginia at  Pine  Creek  council,  75 ; built 
English  fort,  iMarch  1754,  83;  letter 
to  Bouquet,  June  5,  1758,  about  In- 
dian affairs,  121-3. 

Tull,  Corporal,  returns  to  Presque  Isle 
from  Niagara,  July  8,  1761,  219. 

Tulleken,  Major  John,  en  route  to 
Pittsburgh  with  convoy,  Aug.  1759, 
162. 

Turtle  Creek,  Bouquet’s  march  to,  in- 
terrupted by  Battle  of  Bushy  Run, 
1763,  263. 

Tuscarawas  Town,  Delawares  from,  in- 
form Mercer  that  Miami  and  Kus- 
kuski  Indians  are  coming  to  Pitts- 
burgh, 1759,  165;  Colhoon’s  news 
from  Indians  at.  May  27,  1763,  245-6; 
Colhoon  not  permitted  to  take  arms 
from,  247. 

Tuscarora  [Taskarorin]  Indians,  a 
southern  tribe,  favor  the  English, 
1760,  167;  279;  see  also  Iroquois 
Indians. 

Twightwee  Indians,  see  Miami  Indians. 

Twightwee  River,  see  Miami  River. 

Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  24-5. 

Urin,  see  Huron  Indians. 


340 


INDEX 


Valtrie,  M.  de  La,  stationed  at  Kus- 
kuski,  reports  on  English  activity  at 
Fort  Pitt,  1758,  140. 

Van  Braam,  Jacob,  Capt.,  English  pro- 
pose exchange  of,  83. 

Van  Hulst,  Doctor’s  mate,  recommends 
that  Cochrane  be  sent  to  hospital  at 
Oswego,  1761,  224:_234._ 

Varennes,  de.  Cadet  a I’Aiguillette,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Vassan,  Jean  Frangois,  Sieur  de.  Lieu- 
tenant on  Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739, 
14;  volunteers  from  Quebec  garrison 
for  expedition,  17 ; receives  Cross  of 
St.  Louis,  1753,  55. 

Vaudreuil,  Philippe  de  Rigaud,  Marquis 
de,  governor  of  New  France,  1703- 
1725,  attempts  to  bring  Shawnees 
nearer  to  Canada,  1724,  3-4. 

Vaudreuil-Cavagnal,  Pierre  Frangois  de 
Rigaud,  Marquis  de,  governor  of 
Louisiana,  to  work  jointly  with  Ca- 
nadian governor  regarding  Indian  af- 
fairs, 1749,  27 ; succeeds  Duquesne 
as  governor-general  of  New  France, 
mentioned  by  Contrecoeur,  Nov.  28, 
1755,  85;  Duquesne  says  that  Ca- 
nadians will  support.  May  31,  1755, 
89;  memoir  from  Duquesne,  July  6, 
1755,  about  conditions  in  the  Ohio 
posts,  90-92 ; letter  to  minister,  Aug. 
8,  1756,  reporting  raids  on  English 
frontiers,  negotiations  with  Indians, 
and  news  of  English  movements,  93-8; 
letter  to  minister,  July  12,  1757,  re- 
porting raids,  information  gathered 
from  English  prisoners,  and  measures 
taken  to  strengthen  the  forts,  98-104; 
letter  to  minister,  July  13,  1757,  re- 
porting news  of  English  forts  on  up- 
per Susquehanna  River,  negotiations 
with  Delawares  of  Tioga,  raids  near 
Fort  Augusta,  the  character  of  the 
route  between  Fort  Augusta  and  Fort 
Machault,  and  English  movements, 
104-8;  letter  to  minister,  Feb.  13, 
1758,  about  raids  near  Fort  Augusta, 
108;  letter  to  minister,  Feb.  13,  1758, 
reporting  raids  on  English  frontier, 
109-110;  letter  to  minister,  June  10, 
1758,  about  raids  near  Fort  Augusta, 
111;  letter  to  minister,  July  28,  1758, 
about  raids  near  Fort  Augusta,  112; 
letter  to  minister,  July  28,  1758,  re- 
porting raids  against  English,  negotia- 
tions to  strengthen  alliance  with  Dela- 
wares, and  the  reinforcement  of  the 
forts,  113-15;  surrenders  Montreal 
and  Canada,  1760,  126;  letter  to  min- 


ister, Jan.  20,  1759,  reporting  abandon- 
ment of  Fort  Duquesne,  retreat  to 
Fort  Machault,  orders  given  to 
Ligneris,  126-131 ; letter  to  minister, 
Feb.  15,  1759,  reporting  negotiations 
to  maintain  friendship  of  Delawares, 
English  success  with  Indians,  orders 
to  Ligneris,  131-3;  Custaloga’s  report 
enclosed  with  letter  of,  134;  letter  to 
minister,  March  5,  1759,  about  condi- 
tions at  Fort  Machault,  138-9;  letter 
to  minister,  March  30,  1759,  about 
news  of  English  at  Fort  Pitt,  Eng- 
lish success  with  Indians,  and  orders 
given  to  Ligneris,  139-43 ; summary 
of  plan  of  general  operations  for  cam- 
paign of  1759,  by,  153-4;  Montcalm’s 
criticism  of,  154-6 ; letter  to  minister, 
June  24,  1760,  about  retreat  of  French 
forces  from  Presque  Isle  to  Detroit, 
and  Indian  affairs,  167-8. 

Venango  Creek,  see  French  Creek. 

Venango  [Wenango,  Ganagarrahharre], 
cannon  for  fort  planned  at,  left  at  Fort 
Le  Boeuf,  1753,  48-9;  John  Fraser  at, 
warns  of  French  advance.  May  1753, 
74;  French  traders  bring  deer  skins 
to,  76 ; Mercer  describes  route  through, 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  Presque  Isle,  1759, 
170;  Lee  visits,  Oct.  1,  1759,  173; 
estimate  of  distances,  173 ; 175 ; 

Bouquet’s  expedition  at,  July  1760, 
177;  estimate  of  distances,  179; 
Bouquet  writes  to  Monckton  from, 
July  13,  1760,  180-81 ; Hutchins’  error 
in  giving  distance  caused  by  follow- 
ing Evans’  estimate,  180;  Bouquet 
finds  stockaded  fort  burned  to  ground 
at,  180;  sawmill  at,  180;  181 ; see  Fort 
Machault  and  Fort  Venango. 

Venango  Trail,  general  term  for  route 
from  Presque  Isle  to  Pittsburgh.  Bull 
reports  condition  of,  1759,  152-3; 
English  re-open,  169 ; Mercer’s  de- 
scription of,  1759,  170;  Bouquet’s 
march  over,  July  7-17,  1760,  175-9, 
183-4;  see  Presque  Isle  Portage. 

Vercheres,  leads  raid  in  Virginia,  1758, 
109. 

Vernet,  Father,  Recollect  chaplain,  on 
Longueuil’s  expedition,  1739,  14. 

Verrier,  Le,  Ensign  en  pied,  on  Lon- 
gueuil’s expedition,  1739,  14. 

Villiers,  Joseph  Coulon  de,  see  Sieur 
de  Jumonville. 

Villiers,  Louis  Coulon,  Chevalier  de. 
Ensign  en  second,  on  Longueuil’s  ex- 
pedition, 1739,  14;  ordered  to  Niagara 
to  prevent  an  English  attack  there. 
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1755,  66-7 ; ordered  to  Cayuga  Bay 
to  destroy  English  establishment  re- 
ported there,  1755,  67 ; ordered  to  rein- 
force Fort  Frontenac,  1755,  67 ; 
money  paid  to  militia  men  disabled 
in  engagement  of,  70 ; attacks  Fort 
Necessity  and  forces  it  to  capitulate, 
July  4,  1754,  71 ; defeats  five  hundred 
English  in  engagement  at  Fort  Neces- 
sity, 80-81 ; route  taken  from  Illinois 
to  Fort  Duquesne  by,  1756,  96;  nego- 
tiates peace  between  the  Illinois  and 
Shawnees,  1756,  96 ; stresses  need  of 
a fort  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  1756, 
96 ; Loups  capture  a fort  4 leagues 
from  one  taken  by,  100. 

Virginia,  governor  of,  sends  Washing- 
ton to  summon  French  at  Fort  Le 
Boeuf,  1753,  31 ; French  drive  forces 
of,  from  Monongahela,  1754,  35 ; gov- 
ernor of,  alarmed  over  French  in- 
vasion of  the  Ohio,  71 ; unsuccessful 
in  stopping  French  invasion,  71-2 ; 
represented  at  Pine  Creek  council  by 
Trent,  1753,  75;  to  supply  Indians 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  75 ; Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie  summons  French  to 
retire  from  lands  in  the  western  part 
of,  76-7 ; French  and  Indians  raid 
frontier  settlements  of,  88 ; Shawnees 
raid,  1755,  89;  raids  hinder  offensive 
movement  from,  1756,  97 ; French 
report  on  forts  of,  1757,  101 ; 

Vercheres  raids,  1758,  109;  inhabi- 
tants of,  flee  in  terror,  1758,  109-110; 
party  from  Normanville’s  detachment 
takes  fort  in,  1758,  113;  raids  in,  113; 
flour  sent  to  Fort  Pitt  from,  1759, 
148;  troops  from,  at  Fort  Pitt,  1759, 
162;  165;  Indian  raids,  1760,  167; 
Gage  says  that,  does  not  extend  be- 
yond head  of  Potomac  River,  1764, 
271. 

Virginians,  arrive  in  Pa.  to  join  Forbes’ 
army,  1758,  122;  at  Fort  Pitt,  162; 
with  Bouquet  on  march  to  Presque 
Isle,  July  1760,  174;  one  man  of,  lost 
on  road,  180;  Bouquet  sends  lieu- 
tenant and  six  of,  to  Niagara  to  learn 
route,  184;  186;  sickness  among  de- 
tachment of,  at  Venango,  Aug.  1760, 
190 ; 192 ; some  of,  sent  to  Fort  Pitt 
from  Venango,  1760,  197;  hardships 
of,  203 ; Royal  Americans  replace  de- 
tachment of,  at  Le  Boeuf,  Jan.  1761, 
204;  from  Le  Boeuf,  arrive  at  Ve- 
nango in  deplorable  condition,  Feb. 
1761,  206. 


Vivier,  du.  Lieutenant,  on  Longueuil’s 
expedition,  1739,  14. 

Wabash  River  [Riviere  d’Ouabache],  4; 
no  English  establishment  on,  1732,  5; 
28. 

Walters  [Waters],  Major  William,  to 
command  detachment  going  to  Fort 
Niagara  from  Presque  Isle,  1760,  175 ; 
Bouquet  asks,  to  forward  draft  of 
Gladwin’s  voyage,  184;  Bouquet  writes 
to,  July  21,  1760,  187;  190;  to  sup- 
ply Presque  Isle  with  provisions,  191 ; 
Bouquet  asks,  to  write  to  Oswego  for 
supplies  for  building  vessel,  192 ; 
Bouquet  corresponds  about  naval 
stores  with,  194;  211;  216;  asked  to 
send  a captain  to  Niagara  to  replace 
Cochrane,  224;  235;  relieved  by  Major 
Wilkins  at  Niagara,  1762,  237. 

Warner,  Thomas,  lost  in  woods,  1760, 
180. 

Washington,  Major  George,  sent  by 
governor  of  Virginia  to  srunmon 
French  commander  at  Le  Boeuf,  1753, 
31 ; carries  back  letter  from  French 
commander,  32 ; mention  of  defeat  and 
capitulation  of,  at  Fort  Necessity, 
1754,  34;  importance  of  mission  to 
Le  Boeuf,  71 ; encounter  with  Jumon- 
ville  and  French  force.  May  28,  1754, 
71 ; Villiers  forces  surrender  of  Fort 
Necessity  by,  July  4,  1754,  71 ; men- 
tioned in  letter  from  Dinwiddie  to  St. 
Pierre,  77 ; mentioned  in  St.  Pierre’s 
reply,  78 ; describes  Fort  Le  Boeuf 
in  journal,  Dec.  13,  1753,  78-9;  cap- 
itulation of  Fort  Necessity,  80-81 ; 
126. 

Waweasteneus  Country,  French  troops 
from,  expected  at  Niagara,  1759,  152. 

Weas  [Ouiatanons,  8iats,  Waweack- 
neus],  sub-tribe  of  the  Miami  Indians, 
agree  to  proposed  Shawnee  settle- 
ment, 1732,  5-6;  French  commander 
among,  ordered  to  drive  out  English 
traders,  1744,  23;  ordered  to  help 
Contrecoeur  on  request,  1755,  65;  to 
send  help  to  Ligneris,  1759,  129;  agree 
to  join  French  at  Presque  Isle,  1759, 
150. 

Weeden,  Lieut.,  sent  to  Niagara  from 
Presque  Isle  to  learn  route,  1760,  184. 

Weiser,  Conrad,  sent  to  Onondaga  to 
learn  attitude  of  Iroquois  toward 
French  invasion,  1753,  32;  sent  to 
learn  attitude  of  Indians  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, 1754,  34. 

Wenango,  see  Venango. 


342 


INDEX 


Wetherspune,  accused  of  stealing  canoe 
at  Venango,  1762,  238. 

Wilkie,  Mr.,  242. 

Wilkins,  Major,  to  relieve  Walters  at 
Niagara,  1762,  237. 

William  Henry,  Fort,  see  Fort  William 
Henry. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  77,  86. 

Winchester  [Wenchester],  Va.,  because 
of  French  raids,  messengers  can  go  no 
farther  than,  English  fortify,  101  ; 
Indians  sent  to,  from  Fort  Loudoun, 

1758,  123. 

Winnebago  [La  Baye]  Indians,  Dumas 
negotiates  peace  between  Illinois  and, 
1756,  96. 

Wolfe,  General  James,  captures  Quebec, 

1759,  126. 


Woodward,  Capt.,  Bouquet  recommends, 
to  reconnoiter  Lake  Erie  and  Fort 
Detroit,  1760,  189. 

Wright,  Lieut.,  162. 

Written  Rock,  present  site  of  McKees 
Rocks,  Pa.,  French  propose  building 
a fort  either  at,  or  at  Shenango,  1752, 
41. 

Wyandot  Indians,  see  Huron  Indians. 

Wyandots’  Town,  prisoners  taken  by 
Indians  at  Presque  Isle  delivered  to, 
1763,  252 ; Bouquet  proposes  that 
Bradstreet  destroy,  at  Sandusky,  1764, 
269. 

Wyoming  [Wioming],  152. 

Ystre,  Sieur,  surgeon,  on  Longueuil’s 
expedition,  1739,  14. 
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